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My dear Sir, 

IN every narrative, whether hiftorical of 
biographical, authenticity is of the ut- 
moft confequence. Of this I have ever been 
fo firmly perfuacfed, that I infcribed a for* 
mer work to that perfon who was the beft: 
judge of its truth. I need not tell you I meaa 
General Paoli ; who, after his gr^at, thougli 
unfuccefsful, efforts to preferve the liber« 
tics of his country, has fou^d an honourable 
afylum in Britain, where he has now livc^ 
many ^cars the objc^ of Royal regard an4 
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private rcfpcft; and whom I cannot nathb 
without cxpreffing my very grateful fcnfe of 
the uniform kindnefs which he h^s been 
pleafed to fhew me. 

The friends of Doftor Johnfon can bcft 
judge, from internal evidence, whether the 
numerous converfations which form the moft 
valuable part of the enfuing pages, ere cor- 
rectly related. To them, therefore I wilh 
to appeal, for the accuracy of the portrait 
here exhibited to the world. 

As one of thofe who were intimately ac- 
quainted with him, you have a title to this 
addrefs. You have obligingly taken the 
trouble to perufe the original manufcript of 
this Tour, and can vouch for the Arid: fide- 
lity of the prefent publication. Your li- 
terary dliance with our much lamented friend, 
in .confequence of having undertaken to ren-- 
der one of his labours more complete, by 
your edition of Shakfpeare, a vv^ork which I 
am confident will not difappoint the expec- 
tations of the publick, gives yott another 
claim. But I have a dill more powerful in- 
ducement 
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ducement to prefix your name to this vol umei 
as it gives me an opportunity of letting the 
world know that I enjoy the honbur and hap- 
pinefs of your friendfhip ; and of thus pub- 
lickl)fcteftifyii% the fincere regard with whi^h 
I am. 



My dear Sir> 



Your very faithful 



And obedient lerrant. 



ftoth September, 178$% 



JAMES BOSWELL. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE THIRD EPITION. 

. , » .1^ 

N I MATE D ' by the very favoiirablc ' recep- 

don which two large Impreffions of this work hiivt 
had, it has been my ftudy to make it as pcrfedl as 
' I could in this edition, by correfting fome inaccu- 
racies which I difcovered niyfcl^ and fome which 
the kindnefs of friends or the fcrutkiy of ad- 
verfaries pointed out. A few notes 'are added, of 
which the principal objeft is, to refut^mii^eprc- 
fentation and calumny. ** 

To the animadverfions in the periodical Journals 
of criticifm, and in the numerous^. publications to 
which my book has- given rife, I have mSHe no an- 
fwer. Every work mult (land or fall by its own 
merit. I cannot, however, omit this opportunity 
of returning thanks to a gentleman who publifhed 
a Defence of my Journal, and has added to the fa- 
vour. by communicating his name to me in a very 
obliging letter. 

It would be an idle wafte of time to take 
any particular notice of the futile remarks, to 
many of which, a petty national refentment, unwor- 
thy 6f nny ^country men, has probably given rife; re- 
marks, which have been induftrioufly circulated in 
the publick prints by (hallow or envious cavillers, 
who have endeavoured to ptrfuade the world that 
Dr. Johnfon^s charafter has been lejfened by recording 
fuch various inftances of his lively wit and acute 
judgment, on every topick that was prefcnted to 

his 
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his mind. In the opinion of every perfon of taftie and 
knowledge that I have converfed with, it has been 
greatly heightened j and I will venture to predift, 
that this fpecimen of the colloquial talents and ex- 
temporaneous efFufions of my illuftrious fellow-tra- 
veller -will become ftill. more valuabfe, when, by the 
lapfe;;of time, he^lhall have becoriie an ancient \ 
when all thofe who caa now bear teftimony to the 
tranfcendent powers of his mind, fhall have pafled 
«way jiand no other memorial of this- great and good 
man: fhall remain, but the foltowing Journal, the- 
other anedotes and fetters preferred by his friends, 
and thofe incomparably works, which have for many 
years been in the Taigheft eftimation, and will be 
read and admired as long as the Englifli language 
Ihall be fpoken ou underftood* 

J.B. 
London, 15th Aug. vj%6*. 
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tREGNANCT MUCH lMPROVEi> BY CONtlNUAL ST,UDY FRORf 
BIS childhood; BY. WHICVHB HAD GOTTEN SUCH A 
FROMPTNESS IN EXPRESSING HIS^MIND, THAT HIS EXtI^M. 
PORAL SPEECHES WERE LITTLE INFERIOR TO HIS PREME^I- 
TATBD WRITINGS. MaNY, NO DOUBT, HAD READ AS MUCH, 

and perhaps more than he; but scarce ever ant 
fongoctjd his reading into judgement as he did. 
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TOUR TO THE HEBRIDES, 

f WITH 

SAMUEL JOHNSON, UL.D. 



DR. jOHNSONhadibr irianjr years given me 
hopes that we fhould go together, and vifit 
the Hebrides. Martin's Account of thofe iflands 
had imprefled us with a notion that we might there 
contemplate a fyftem of life almoft totally difFerept 
from what we had been accuftomed to fee 5 and, to 
findTimplicity and wildnefs, and all the circum- 
ftances of remote time or place, fo near to our na- 
tive gr€it ifland, was an object within the reach of 
reafonable curiofity. Dr. johnfon has faid in his 
*' Journey," *' that he fcarcely remembered how 
the wife to vifit the Hebrides was excited ;" but he 
told me, in fummer, 1763, that his father put Mar. 
tin's Account into his hands \^hen he was very 
yoiing, and that he was much pleafed with it. We 
reckoned there would be fome inconveniencies and 
hardfliips, and perhaps a little danger; but thefe 
we were perfuaded were magnified in the imagi^ 
nation of every body. When I was at Ferney, in 

B 1764, 
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1764, I mentioned our defign to Vokaire^' Hr 
looked at me, as if I had talked of going to the 
North Pole, and faid, '" You do not infift on 
my accompanying you ?*'-r-* Np^ fir.' — "Then I 
am very willing -you Ihould go/* I was not 
afraid that our curious expedition would be pre- 
vented by fuch apprehenfions ; bur I doubted that 
it would not be poffible to prevail on Dr. Johnfoix 
to relinquilh, for fome time, the felicity of sL 
London life, which, to a iiaan who can enjoy it 
with full intelleiSbual relifh^ is apt to make exift- 
cnce in any narrowe? fphcrc feem infipid or irkv 
fome. I doubted that he would not be willing to 
come down from his elevated ftate of philofophical 
dignity ^ from a fuperiority of wifdqm among the 
^yl^e, and of learning among the karnedj and 
from flaihing his wit upon minds bright enough ta 
refleftit. 

He had difappointed my expeftations fo long,; 
that I began to defpair; but in fpring, 177J, he 
talked of coming to ^ Scotland that year with fo 
much firmnefs, that I hoped he was at laft in^arneft. 
I knew that, if he were once launched from the 
metropolis, he would go forward very vMl j and 
I got our cpmmon friends there to affift in fetting 
him afloat. To Mrs. Thrale in particular, whofe 
enchantment over him feldom failed, I was much 
obliged. It was, ? Fll give thee a wind.^—^*^ Tbotc 
art l/W.^-r-To aitraSl him, we had invitations from 
the chiiefs Macdonald and Macleod; and, for addi- 
tional aid, I wrote to Lord Elibank, Dr. William 
Robertfon, and Dr. Beattie. 

To Dr. Robertfon, fo far as my letter concerned 
the preferit fubjcft, I wrote as follows : 

, - «OUR 
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^' OUR friend, Mr. Samuel Johnfon, is in great 
^* health and fpirits ; and^ I do think, has a ferious 
*^ refolution to vifit Scotland this year. The more 
** attraftion> however, the better ; and therefore^ 
*' though I know he will be happy to meet you 
«* there, it will forward the fchemci if^ in your 
« anfwer to this, you exprefs yourfelf concerning 
« it with that power of which you arc-fo happily 
^ pofleflfed, and which may be fo dire^ed as toope^ 
" rate ftrongly upon him." 

His anfwer to that part of my letter was quite a» 
X could have wifhed. It wa^ written with the addrefs 
and perfuafion of the hiftorian of America. 

*« WHEN I faw you laft, you gave us fome 
** hopes that you might prevail with Mn Johnfon 
** to make out that excurfion to Scotland, with the 
*' expeftation of which we have long flattered our- 
^* fclves. If he could order matters fo, as to pafa 
*' fome time in Edinburgh, about the clofc of the 
** funimcr feflion, and then vifit fome of the High- 
** land fcenes, I am confident he would be pleafed 
*^ with the grand features of nature in many parts 
** of this country : he will meet with many perfons 
, ** here who refpefl: him, and fome whom I am per- 
^* fuaded he will think not unworthy of his eftecm. 
^* 1 wifli he would make the experiment* He fome- 
•^ times cracks his jokes upon us •, but he will find . 
** that we can diftinguifti between the ftabs of ma* 
** levolence, and the rebukes of the righteous^ which 
*^ are like excellent oil *, and break not the head. 

B 2 OStt 

• Our friend Edmund Burke^ who by this time had received fome 
pretty fevcre ftrokes from Dr* Johnfon, on account of the unhappy 
difference in their politicks, upon lay repeating this paflage to^ioit 
exclaimed, «« Oil of vitriol V\ 
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^* OfFer my beft compliments to him, and aflurr 
** him that I Ihall be happy to have the fatisfac- 
** tion of feeing him under my roof." 

To Dr. Beattie I wrote, *' The chief intention 
*' of this letter is to inform you, that I now feri- 
** oufly believe Mr. Samuel Johnfon will vifit 
^ Scotland this year : but I wifti that every power 
** of attraftion may be employed to fecure our 
*• having fo valuable an acquifition, and therefore 
** I hope you will without delay write to me what 
" I know you think, that I may read it to the 
*' mighty fage, with proper emphafis, before I 
*' leave London, which I muft do loon. He talks 
•* of you with the fame warmth that he did laft 
** year. . We are to fee as much of Scbtland as 
*^ we can, in the months of Auguft and September.' 
** We (hall not be long of being at Marifchal Col- 
** lege *. He is particularly defirous of feeing 
« fome of the Weftern IHands/* 
, Dr. Beattie did better: ipfe venit. He was,* 
however, fo polite as to wave his privilege of nil mihi 
refcribdSy and wrote from Edinburgh, as follows : 

" YOUR very kind and agreeable favour of 
*' the 20th of April overtook me here yefterday, 
** after having gone to Aberdeen, which place I 
*' left about a week ago. I am to fet out this day 
"' for London, and hope to have the honour of 
** paying my refpefts to Mr. Johnfon and you, 
** about a week or ten days hence. I Ihall then 
** do what I can, to enforce the topick you mcn- 
*' tion ; but at prefent I cannot enter upon it, as I 

, J' am 

* This, I find, IS a Scotticifm. I (hould have faid, <« It will not 
be long before ve ihall be at Marifchal College.'* 
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^ aim in a very great hurry; for I intend to begin 
^ my journey within an hour or two/* 

He was as good as his word, and threw fomc 
pleafing motives into the northern fcale. But, in- 
deed, Mr. Johnfon loved all that he heard, from 
one whom he tells us, in his Lives of the, Poets, 
Gray found ** a poet, a philofopher, and a good 



fnian." 



My Lord Elibank did not anfwer my letter to 
bis lordlhip for fome time. The reafon win appear, 
when we come to the ifle of Sky. I (hall then in- 
lert my letter, with letters from his lordfliip, both 
tomyfelfand Mr. Johnfon. I beg it may be un- 
derftood, that I infert my own letters, as I relate 
my own fayings, rather as keys to what is valuable 
belonging to others, than for their own fake. 

Luckily Mr. Juftice (now Sir Robert) Cham- 
bers, who was about to fail for the Eaft-Indies, was 
going to take leave of his relations at Newcaftle,* 
and he condufted Dr. Johnfon to that town. Mr, 
Scott, of Univerfity College, Oxford, (now Dr. 
Scott, of the Commons,) accompanied him from 
thence to Edinburgh. With fuch propitious con- 
voys did he proceed to my native city. Bur, left 
metaphor (hould make it be fuppofed he aduallK 
ivent by fea, I choofe to mention that he travellea 
in poft-chaifes, of which thd rapid motion was one 
of his moft favourite amlifements. 

Dr. Samuel Johnfon's charafter, 'religious, moral, 
political, and literary, nay his figure and manner, * 
are, I believe, more generally known than thofe of 
almoft any man j yet it may not be fuperfluous here 
to attempt a fketch of him. Let my readers then 
r^smember that he was a fincere and zealous chrif- 

B 3 J tian. 
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tian, of high church of England and monarchical 
principles, which he would not tamely foffcf to be 
queftioncd ; fteady and inflexible in maintaining the 
obligations of piety and virtue^ both from a regard 
to the order of fociety, and from a veneration for 
the Great Source of all order ; corred:^ nay ftern in 
his tafte ; hard to pleafe, and cafily offended, im- 
petuous and irritable in his temper, but of a moft 
humane and benevolent heart •, having a mind ftored 
with a vaft and various coUeftion of learning 
and knowledge, which he communicated with pe- 
culiar perfpicuity and force, in rich and choice ex-^ 
preflion. He united a moft logical head with a 
moft fertile imagination, which gave hifn an extra* 
ordinary advantage in arguing ; for he could reafba 
clofe or wide, as he faw beft for the moment. He 
could, when he chofe it, be the greateft fophift that 
ever wielded a weapon in the fchools of declama- 
tion j but he indulged this only in converfation ; 
for he owned he fometimes talked for viftory ; he 
was too confcientious to make errour permanent and 
pernicious, by deliberately writing it. He was 
confcious of his fuperiority. He loved praife when 
it was brought to him ; but was too proud to feek 
for it. He was fomewhat fufceptible of flattery. His 
mind was fo full of imagery, that he might have 
been perpetually a poet. It has been often remark- 
ed, that In his poetical pieces, which it is to be re- 
gretted are fo few, becaufc fo excellent, his ftyle is 
eafier than in his profe. There is deception in this ; 
it is not eafier, but better fuited to the dignity of 
verfe ; as one may dance with grace, whofe mo- 
tions, in ordinary walking, — in the common ftep, 
are awkward* He had a conftitutional melan- 
choly, 
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xiholy, the clouds of which darkened' the brightnefs 
of his fancy, and gave a gloomy caft to his whofe 
courfe of thinking: yet, though grave and awful 
in his deportment, when he thought it neceffary or 
proper,— he frequentljr indulged himfclf in plea- 
fantry and fportive fallies. He was prone to fu^ 
perftition, but not to cpedulity. Though his ima- 
gination might incline him to a belief of the mar- 
vellous, and the myfterious, his vigorous reafon 
examined the evidence with jealoufy. He had a 
loud voice, and a flow deliberate utterance, which 
no doubt gave fome additional weight to the fter- 
iing metal of his converfation. Lord Pembroke 
faid once to me at Wilton, with a happy pleafantfy, 
and fome truth, that ** Dr, Johnfon's fayings 
would not appear fo extraordinary, were it not 
for his boW'^wow way :^* but I admit the truth of 
this only on fome occafions. The Meffiah^ played 
upon the Canterbury organ^ is more fublime than 
when played upon an inferior inftrument : but very 
flight mofick will feem grand, when conveyed to 
the ear through that majeftick medium, fVh-ile 
therefore DoSior JohnforCs fayings art read^ let his 
manner be taken along with them* Let it however 
be obferved, that the fayings themfelves are gene- 
rally great ; that, though he might be an ordinary 
compofer at times, he was for the moft part a 
HandeL— ^His perfon was large, robuft, I may 
fay approaching to the gigantick, and grown un- 
wieldy from corpulency. His countenance was 
naturally of the caft of an ancient ftatue, but fome- 
what disfigured by the fears of that evil^ which, it 
was formerly imagined, the royal touch could cure. 
He Wis now in his fixty-fourth year, and was be- 

B 4 come 
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come 3, little dull of hearing. His fight had al- 
ways been fomewhat weak; yet, fp much does 
mind govern, and even fupply the deficiency, of or- 
gans, that his perceptions were uncommonly quick 
and accurate. His head, and fometimes alfo his 
body, fliook with a kind of motion like the effect 
of a palfy : he appeared to be frequently difturbed 
by cramps, or convulfive contraftions *, of tl^e 
nature of that diftemper called Sl Vitus* f danc«. 
Jle wore a full fuit of plain brown clothes, with 
twifted-hair- buttons of the fame colour, a large 
bulhy greyifh wig, a plain (hirt, black worfted 
ftockings, and filver buckles. Upon this tour, 
when journeying, he wore boots, and a very wide 
brown cloth great coat, with pockets which might 
have almoft held the two volumes of his folio dic- 
tionary ; and he carried in his hand a large Englifh 
oak ftick. Let me not be cenfured for mentioning 
fuch minute particulars. Every thing relative to 
fo great a. man is worth obferving. I remember 
Dr. Adam Smith, in his rhetorical leftures at Glaf- 
gow, told us he was glad to know that Milton wore 
latchets in his .flioes, inftead of buckles. When I 
mention the oak Hick, it is but letting Hercules have 
' his club ; and, by-and-by, my readers will find this 
' ftick will bud, and produce a good joke.. 

• Such they appeared to me j but fince the fifft edition, Sir Joftiua 
Reynolds has ohferved to me, ** that Dr. johnfon's extraordinary 
geftures were only habits, in which he indulged bimfelf at certain 
times. When in company, where he was not free, or when engagec^ 
earneftly in convcrfation, he never gave way to fuch habits, which 
proves that they were not involuntary." I ftill however think, thi^t 
thefe geftures were involuntary 5 for furely had not that been the cafC| 
he vvould have reftrained them in ^he publick ilreets* 

i. 
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This imperfeft Iketch of *' the combinatiok and 
xhtform^^ of that Wonderful Man, whom I ven^ 
rated and loved while in this world, and after whom 
I gaze with humble hope, now that it has pleafed 
Almighty God to call him to a better world, will 
ferve to introduce to the fancy of my readers the 
capital object of the following journal, in the courfe 
of which I truft they will attain to a confiderablc 
degree of acquaintance with him. 

His prejudice againft Scotland was announced 
almoft as foon as he began to appear in the world of 
letters. In his London^ a poem, are the following 
nervous lines : 

f * For who would leave, URbrib'd, Hibernia's land ? 
" Or change the rocks of Scotland for the Strand?' 
. ** Therp none are fwept by fudden fate away ; 
f * But all, whom hunger fpares, with age decay.'* 

The truth is, like the ancient Greeks and Ro» 
nians, he allowed himfelf to look upon all nations 
but his own as barbarians : not only Hibernia, and 
Scotland, but Spain, Italy, and France, are at- 
tacked in the fame poem. If he was particularly 
prejudiced againft the Scotsi }t was becaufe they 
were more in his way ; becaufe he thought their fuc- 
cefsr in England rather exceeded the due proportion 
of their real merit 5 and becaufe he could not but 
ice in them that nationality which I believe no libe- 
ral-minded Scotfman will deny. He was indeed, 
jf I may be allowed the phrafe^ at bottom much of 
a John Bull\ much of a blunt true born Englijhman^ 
There was a ftratum of common clay under the 
fock.of marble. He was voraciou fly fond of good 
eating ^ and he had a great deal of that quality 

called 
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called hutnoufj which gives an oilinefs and a glofi Co 
cV^ry other quality. 

lam, I flatter myfclf, completely a citizen of the 
world. — In my travels through Holland, Germany^ 
Switzerland, Italy, Corfica, France, I never felt 
myfelf from home •, and I fincerely love " every 
kindred and tongue and people and nation/' I 
fubfcribe to what my late truly learned and philofbi* 
phical friend Mr. Crofbiefaid, that the Englifli arc 
better animals than the Scots ; they ^re nearer the 
fun 5 their blood is richer, and more mellow : but 
when I humour any of them in an outrageous con- 
tempt of Scotland, I fairly own I treat them as 
children. And thus I have, at fome moments, 
found myfelf obliged to treat even Dn Johnfori. 

To Scotland however he ventured; and he return? 
cd from it in great good humour, with his preju*^ 
dices much leflened, and with very grateful feelings 
of the hofpitality with which he was treated; as i% 
evident from that admirable work, his " Journey to 
the V/eftcrn Iflands of Scotland," which, to my 
utter aftonilhment, has been mifapprehended, even 
to rancour, by many of my countrymen. 

To have the company of Chambers and Scott, 
he delayed his journey fo long, that the court of fef- 
fion, which rifes on the eleventh of Auguft, was 
broke up before he got to Edinburgh. 

On Saturday the fourteenth of Auguft, 1773, latfc 
in the evening, I received a note from him, that he 
was arrived at Boyd's inn, at the head of the Canon- 
gate. I went to him direftly. He embraced me 
cordially ; and I exulted in the thought, that I now 
had him aftually in Caledonia. Mr. Scott's amiable 
mann" t%^ and attachment to our Socrates^ at once 

united 
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united me to him* He told me that, before I came 
in, thcDodor had unluckily had a bad fpecimen of 
Scottilh cleanlinefs. He then drank no fermented 
^liquor. He alked to have his^ lemonade made fweet- 
pr ; upon which the waiter, with his greafy fingers, 
lifted a lumpoffugar, and put it into it. The 
Doftor, in indignation, threw it out of the window. 
Scott faid, he was aifraid he would have knocked 
the waiter down. Mr. Johnfon told me, that fuch 
another trick was played him at the houfe of a la- 
dy in Paris. He was to do me the honour to lodge 
under my roof. I regretted fincerely that I had not 
alfo a room for Mr. Scott. Mr. Johnfon and I 
walked arm-in-arm up the High-ftreet, to my houfe 
in James's court: it was adufky night; I could not 
prevent his being affailed by the evening effluvia of 
Edinburgh. I heard a late baronet, of fome dif- 
tinftion in the political, world in the beginning of the 
prefcnt reign, obferve, that *' walking the ftreecs 
of Edinburgh at night was pretty perilous, and a 
good deal odoriferous." The peril is much abated, 
by the care which the magiftrates have taken to en- 
force the city laws againft throwing foul water from 
the windows -, but, from the ftrufture of the houfes 
in the old town, which confift of many ftories, in each 
of which a different family lives, and there being no 
covered fewers, the odour ftill continues. A zea- 
lous Scotfman would have wiflied Mr. Johnfon to 
be without one of his five fenfes upon this occafion. 
As we marched flowly along, he grumbled in my 
ear, " I fmell you in the dark !" But he acknow- 
ledged that the breadth of the ftreet, and the lofti- 
nefs of the buildings on each fide, made a noble 
appearance. 

My 
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My wife had tea ready for him, which it is well 
known he delighted to drink at all hours, particu- 
larly when fitting up late, an^ of which his able de- 
fence againft.Mr. Jonas Hanvi^y (hould have ob- 
tained bim a magnificent reward from the Eafl> 
lodia Company. He fhewf d much complacency 
upon finding that the miftrefs of the houfe was fo 
attentive to his fingular habit ; and as no man could 
be more polite when he chofe to be fo, his addrefs 
to her was moft courteous and engaging •, and his 
converfation foon <:harmed her into a forgetfuinefs 
of his external appearance. 

I did not begin to keep a regular full journal 
till fome days after we had fet out from Edinburgh ; 
but I have luckily preferved a good many frag- 
ments of his Memorabilia from his very firft evening 
in Scotland, 

We had, a little before this, had a trial for mur- 
der, in which the judges had allowed the lapfe of 
twenty years fince its commiffion as a plea in bar, 
in ponformity with the doftrine of prefcription id 
the civil law, which Scotland and fcveral other coun- 
tries in Europe have adopted. He at firft dif- 
approved of this; but then he thought there was 
fomething in it, if there had been for twenty years 
a negleft to profecute a crime which was known* 
He would not allow that a murder, by not being 
difcovered for twenty years, Ihould efcape punifli- 
ment. We talked of the ancient trial by duel. 
He did not think it fo abfurd as is generally fup- 
pofed; " For (faijd he) it was only allowed when the 
queftion was in equilibria^ as when one affirmed and 
another denied \ and they had a notion that Provi-r 
dence would interfere in favour of him who was in 

the 
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the right. But as it was found that in a duel, he 
who was in the right had not a better chance than 
he who was in the wrong, therefore fociety infti- 
tuted the prefent mode of trial, and gave the ad- 
vantage to him who is in the right.'* 

We fat till near two in the morning, having chat- 
ted a good while after my wife left us. She had in- 
lifted, that to fhew all refpedl to the Sage, flie 
would give up, her own bed-chamber to him, and 
take a worfe. This I cannot but gratefully mention, 
as one of a thoufand obligations which I owe her, 
£nce the great obligation of her being pleafed to 
accept of me as her huft)and. 

Sunday J i§tb Augujl. 

Mr. Scott came to bre^faft, at which I intro- 
duced to Dr. Johnfon, and him, my friend Sir 
William Forbes, now of Piffligo; amaaofwhom 
.too much good cannot be faid ; who, with diftin- 
guiihed abilities and application in his profefllon of 
a Banker, is at once a good companion, and a good 
chriftian ; which F think is faying enough. Yet 
it is but juftice to record, that once, when he was 
in a dangerous illncfs, he was watched with the anxi- 
ous apprehenfion of a general calamity; day and 
night his houfe was beftt with afFedlionate inqui- 
ries; and, ijpon his recovery, Te deum was the 
univerfal chorus from tht hearts of his countrymen; 

Mr. Johnfoa was pleafed with my daughter 
Veronica*, then a child of about four months old. 

She 

* The fainfs aame of Veronica was introduced into our family 
through my great grandmother Veronica, Countefs of Kincardine^ 
a Dutch lady of the noble houfe of Sommelfdvcki of which there >« 

a full 
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She had the appearance of liftening to him. Mi* 
motions feemed to h^r to be intended for her amuic^^ 
ment ^ and when he flopped, ihe fiutceied, and 
made a little infantine noife, and a kind of fignal 
for him to begin again% $he would bs held clofe ta 
h^m; which was a proof, from fimple nature^ that 
his figure was not horrid. Her fondnclk for hin> 
endeared her dill more to tne, and I declared fhe 
fhould have five hundred pounds of additional for^ 
;une. 

We talked of the pradice of the law. Sir Wil-» 
Uam Forbes faid, he thought an hpneft lawyer ihouki 
never undertake a ca^gfe which he was fatisfied was 
not a juft one. " Sir, (faid Mr. Johnfon,) a lawyer 
has no bufinefs with the juftice of injuftice of the 
caufe which he undertakes, unlefs his client afks his 
opinion, and then he is bound to give it honeftly. 
The juftice or injuftice of the caufe is to be decided 
by the judge. Confider, fir; what is the purpofe 
of courts of juftice ? It is, that every man may have 
his caufe fairly tried, by men appointed to. try caufes« 

A law- 

a fun account in Bayle's Di^lionary* The family had onct a prince* 
ly right in Surinam, The governour of that fettlement was appoint* 
ed by the States General, the towa of Amfterdam, and Sommelfdyck. 
The States Qeneral have acquired Sommelfdyck^s rights but th« 
family has ftill great dignity and opulence, an4 by intermarriages is 
coonef^ed with many other noble families. When I was at theHague^ 
I was received with all the aflfe^lion of kindred. Yhe prefent Som* 
melfdyck hasi an important charge in the Republick, and is as wor* 
thy a man as lives. He has honoured me with hia correfpohdence 
for thefe twenty years. My great grandfather, the hufband of 
Counters Veronica, was Alexander, Earl of Kincardine, tha;t cmi- 
XktntKoyalift whofe character is given by Burnet in his Htftorj of bis own 
Timei. From him the blood of Bruce flows in my veins. Of fuch 
imceftry who would not be proud? And, as tfilnl\efl, ntfi hocfciai 
miter, is peculiarly true of genealogy, who would not be glad to feti^e 
a fair oppoitunity to let it be known } 

5 
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A lawyer is not to tell what he knows to be a lie: 
he is not to produce what he knows to be a falie 
deed -, but he is not to ufurp the province of the 
jury and of the judge, and determine what fhall be 
the cffeft of evidence,— what fhall be the refult of 
legal arguoient. As it rarely happ^s that a man 
is fit to plead his own caufe, lawyers are a clafs of 
the community, who, by ftudy and experience, have 
acquired the art and power of arranging evidence, 
and of applying to the points at iiTue what the law 
has fettled. A lawyer is to do for his client all 
that his client might fairly do for him&lf, if he 
could. If, by a fuperiority g£ attention, of 
knowkdge, of flcill, and a better metliod of com<f 
munication, he has the advantage of his adverfary^ 
it is an advantage to which he is entitled. There 
muft always be fome advantage, on one fid? or other ; 
and it is better that advantage {hojald be had by 
talents, than by chance. If lawyers were to under«v 
take no caufe^ till they were fure they were juft, 
a man might be precluded altogether from a trial 
of his claim, though, were it judicially examined, 
it might be found a very juft claim."— This was 
found practical dodrine, and rationally reprefied a 
too refined fcrupulofity of confcience. 

Emigration A^as at this time a common topkkof 
difcourfc. Dr. Johnfon regretted it as hurtful to hu^ 
man happincfc: ^* For (Taid he) it fpreads mankind 
which weakens the defence of a natk)n, and leiTenii 
the comfort of living. Men, thinly fcattered, 
make a fhift, but a bad ihift, without many thing3. 
A fmith is ten miles off; they'll do without a nail 
or a ftaple. A taybr i& far from them ; they'll 

botch 
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botch their own clothes. It is being conccntrdte^l 
which produces high convenience/* 

Sir William Forbes, Mr. Scott, and I^ accom-^ 
panied Mr. Johnfon to the chapel, founded by Lord 
Chief .Baron Smith, for the Service of the Church 
of England. The Reverend Mr. Carre, the fenior 
clergynum, preached from thefe words, *' Becaule 
the Lord reignethj let the earth be glad/'-^I was 
forry to think Mr. Johnfon did not attend to the 
fermon, Mr. Carre's low voice not being ftrong 
enough to reach his hearing. A feleftion of Mn 
Carre's fermons has, fince his death, been publilh- 
cd by Sir William Forbes, and the world has ac- 
knowledged their uncommon merit. I am well 
afiured Lord Mansfield has pronounced them to be 
excellent. 

Here I obtained . a promife from Lord Chief 
Baron Orde, that he would dine at my houfc next 
day. I prefented Mr. JohnTon to his Lordfliip^ 
who politely laid to him, ** I have ^ot the honour 
of knowing you ; but I hope for it, and to fee 
you at my houfe. I am to wait on you to- 
morrow." This refpeftable Englifh judge will be 
long remembered in Scotland, where he built an 
elegant houfe, and lived in it magnificently. His 
own ample fortune, with the addition of his falary, 
enabled him to be fplendidly hofpitable. It may 
be fortunate for an individual amongft ourfelves to 
be Lord Chief Baron -, and a moft worthy man now 
has the office ; but, in my opinion, it is better for 
Scotland in general, that fome of our publick em- 
ployments {hould be filled by gentlemen of diftinc- 
tion from the fouth fide of the Tweed, as we have 
the benefit of promotion In England. Such an in- 
terchange 
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Icrchangc would make a beneficial mixture of man- 
ners^ and render our union more complete. Lord 
Chief BaroR Orde was on good terms with us all, 
in a narrow country filled with jarring interefts and 
keen parties •, and, though I well knew his opi- 
nion to be the fame with my own, he kept himlelf 
aloof at a very critical period'' indeed, when the 
Douglas caufe (hook the facred fecurity of birth-' , 
right in Scotland to its foundation ; a caufe, which 
had it happened before the Union, when there was 
no appeal to a Britilh Houfe of Lords, would have 
left the great fortrefs of honours and of property in 
ruins. 

When we got home. Dr. Johnfon defired to fee 
my books. He took down Ogden's Sermons on 
Prayer^ on which I fet a very high value, having 
been much edified by them, and he retired with 
them to his room. He did not flay long, butfoon 
joined us in the drawing room. I prefented to him 
Mr. Robert Arbuthnot, a relation of the celebrated' 
Dr, Arbuthn,ot, and a man of literature and tafte. 
To him we were obliged for a previous recommen- 
dation, which fecured us a very agreeable recep- 
tion at St. Andrews^ and which Dr. Johnfon, in 
his "Journey," afcribes to *'fome invifible friend.** 

Of Dr. Beattie, Mr. Johnfon faid, " Sir, he has 
written like a man confcious of the truth, and feeU 
ing his own ftrength. Treating your adverfary 
•with refpeA, is giving him an advantage to which 
he is not entitled. The greateft part of men can- 
not judge of reafoning, and are imprefled by cha- 
rafter; fothat, if you allow your adverfary a re- 
fpeftable charafter, 'they will think, that though 
you differ from him, you may be in the wrong. 

C Sir, 
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Sir, treating your advcffary with refpeft, isftriKing;. 
Ibfc in a battle. And as to Hume, — a man who 
has fo much conceit as to tell all mankind that they 
have been bubbled for ages, and he is the wife man 
who fees better than they,— a man who has fo littte 
fcrtjpulofity a^ to venture to oppofe thofc principles 
which have been thought neceffary to human happi- 
nefs,— -is he to be furprifed if another man comes 
and laughs at him i If he is the great man he thinks 
himfelf, all this cannot hurt him : it is like throw* 
ing peasj againft a rock." He added ^^fomithing mucB 
too rougby^ both as to Mr. Hume's head and heart, 
which I fupprefs. . Violence is, in my opinion, not 
fui table to the Chriftian caufe. Befides, I always 
lived on good terms with Mr.. Hume, though! have" 
frankly told him, I was not clear that it was right 
in me to keep company with him. " But (faid I) 
how much better are you than your books T' He' 
was cheerful, obliging, r and inftruftive ; he was 
tharitable to the poor^ and many an agreeable 
hour have I paffed with him : I have prefcrved 
fome entertaining and interefting memoirs of him, 
particularly when he knew himfelf to be dying, 
which I may fome time or other communicate to 
the world. I Iball* not, however, extol kirn fo very 
highly as Dr. Adam Smith does, who fays, in a 
letter to Mr. Strahan the Printer (not a confidential 
letter to his friend, but a letter which is publifhed* 

with 

• This letter, though ftattercd by the fharj) /hot of 0r. JJorm 
of Oxford' svr'iXy in thecharafter of ** One of the People called Chrif- 
<« tians," is ftili prefixed to Mr. Hume's excellent ^tftory of Eng* 
land, like a poor invalid on the piquet guard, or like a lift of quack 
medicines fold by the fame-bookfeller, by whom a work of whatever 
natutie is pubiiflied j for it haii no conhe^ioiY with his tiijhry^ let it 

havt 
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frith all formality) : ''Upon the whole, J have always 
^« confidered him, both in his life time and fiqce his 
** death, as approaching is nearly tp ;h? idea of a 
*• perfedlly wife and virtuous man as perhaps the 
*« nature of human frajlty will permit.** JLet Dn 
Smith confider: Wasi no{ Mr. HQtifit b|eft with 
good besllthy good fpirits, geiod fFii£{l4s9 a con)^ 
peterit arid increafing fortune ? And hfid he oof alfo 
a perpetual feaft of fam^ ? But^ as a learned fHepd 
has obferved to me, " What trials did he undergo, 
to prove the perfcftion of his virme ? Did he eve^ 
experience any great inftanije of adyerfity ?'*—«• 
When 1 read this fentence, delivered by my old 
Prof^or of Moral Pbilofophyy I co^ld not help 
exclaiming with the Pfalmift^ ^* Sprely I hive now 
** more ilnderftanding than mf teachers V* 

While we were talking, ther€ cgme a note to mc 
from Dr. William Robertfon* 
Dtar Sify 

*« I have been cxpefting every day to hear front 
« you, of Dh Johnfdn's arrival. Pray, what do 
** you know about his motions ? I long to take 
5' him by the hand. I write this from the college^ 

C 2 ** whcrd 

Jiavcwhat it fhay with what are called his PkiIofiphical^6rks. Awof- 
tiiy friend of mixM in Lc^xkIoi) wa» Utely cot^fuhedl^y a My of quali^ 
ty, of moft diftingi^fliedmerit^ what wa$ t.he b*ft Hiftory pf England 
(or lier (ot^ to read* My friend recommended Ij[um<*'s. But, upbri 
rccoUeftifig that its ufher was a fuperlatiw panegyrick on one, wh6 
^qdeavoured to fiip ihe credit of our boJy f ejigipn, he revoked hii 
recommendatioii. I am really ii?rry for thjs oftentatipus alliance i 
^ecaufc I admire «< The Theory of Moral Sentiments," and value 
thegreateft part of " An Inquiry into the Nature and Caofes of the 
** Wealth of Nitfibns." Why l)lould dich a writer .be .fo forgetful 
of human comfort, as to giv? any countenance to that dxeary infiide- 
Uty wshkh would <' im^^ uf po^r iud^d r* 



I 
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" where I have only this fcrap of paper. Evref 

** yours, 

!! Sunday. W. R.'*, 

It pleafed me to find Dr. Robertfon thus eager 
to meet Dr. Johnfon. I was glad I could anfwer, 
that he was come : and I begged Dn Robertfon 
might be with us as foon as he could. 

Sir William Forbes, Mr. Scott, Mr. Arbuthriot, 
and another gentleman dined with us. ** Come, 
Dr. Johnfon, (faid I,) it is commonly thought that 
our veal in Scotland is not good. But here is fome 
which I believe you will like." — There was no catch- 
ing himi-^^Johnfon. *' Why, fir, what is com- 
monly thought, I i(hould take to be true. Tour 
veal may be good ; but that will only be an except 
tion to the general opinion j not a proof againft it." 

Dr. Robertfon, according to the cuftomx)f Edin* 
burgh at that time, dined in the interval between 
the forenoon and afternoon fervice, which was then 
later than now 5 fo we had not the pleafure of his 
company till dinner was over, when he came and 
drank wine with us. And then began fome ani- 
mated dialogue, of which here follows a pretty full 
note. 

We talked of Mr. Burke. — Dr. Johnfon faid, 
he had great variety of knowledge, ftoreof imagery, 
copioufnefs of language.-^i2(?^^r//^». "He has 
wit too.'* — Johnfon^ *' No, firj he never fucceeds 
there. 'Tis low 5 'tis conceit. I ufed to fay, 
Burke never once made a good joke*. What I moft 

envy 

• This was one of the points upon which Dr. Johnfon ww 
ftrangely heterodox, ^or, furely, Mr. Burke^ with his other re- 
markable qualities^ \% alTo diftingtiiflied for his wit, and for wit of 

all 
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envy Burke for, is, his being conftantly the fame. 
He IS never what we call hunni-drum ; never unwil- 

C 3 ling 

all kinds too s not merely that power of language which Pope 
choofes to denominate wit, 

(True wit is Nature to advantage dreft ; 

What oft was th^ught^ but ne^er fo well expreft.) 

but furprifing i^lliiiions, brilliant failles of vivactty» and pleafant 
conceits. His fpeechesin parliament are flrewed with them. Take^ 
for inftance, t}ie variety which he has given in his wide range, yet 
exa& detail, when exhibiting his Reform Bill. And his converfa- 
tion abounds in wit. Let me put down a fpecimen.— I told him, I 
had feen, at a Blue flocking affembly, a number of ladies fitting 
round a worthy and tall friend of ours, liftening to his literature. 
•* Ay, (f?idhe) b*k,e maids round a May-pole."— I told him, I had 
found out a perfe£l definition of human nature, as diilinguiflied 
from the animal. An ancient philofopher faid, Man was ** a two« 
legged animal without feathers," upon which his rival Sage had a 
Cock plucked bare, and fet him down in the fchool before all the; 
difciples, .as.a « Philofophick Man." Pr. Franklin faid, Man 
was *« a tool-roaking animal," which is very well| for no animal 
but man makes a thing, by means of which he can make another 
thing. But this applies tQ very few of the fpecies. My definition 
of Man is, "a Cooking Animal." The beafts have memory, judg- 
ment, and all the faculties and pafUons of our mind, in a certain 
degrees hut no beait is a cook. The trick of the monkey ufing the 
ca^'s paw to roaft a cheftnut, is only a piece of (hrewd malice in 
that turptjpma beflta^ which humbles us io fadly by its fimilarity to 
us; Man alone can drefs a good di/h ; and every man whatever it 
more or Icfs a cook, in feafoning what he himfclf eats— Your defi- 
nition is good, faid Mr. Burke, and I now fee the full force of the 
common proverb, •* There is reafon in roafting of eggs.'*— When 
Mr. Wilkes, in his days of tumultuous oppofitiouu was borne upon 
the ihoulders of the mob, Mr. Burke (as Mr. Wilkes told me him. 
felf, with cl^iiical admiration,} applied to him whiit Hnace fays of 

^numirifl^t fcf tur 



Sir Joihua I^eynolds, ^ho agrees with me entirely as to Mr^ 
JIurkc's fertility of wit, faid, that this was " dignifying a pun.'' 

He 
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Ilttg to bfcgih td tjilk, nor in hafte to leave 6lE/'-5 
^iffmll *^yet he cimliftth/*-— >i&fc^^». ^^Noj J 
cannot fay he is good at th&t. So defirous is he tq 
talk, that, if qnc is fpcaking at this ?nd of tl^e table^^ 
fie*il rpeak to fonicbpdjr at the othc^r l*pdi Btirkfc, 
fir, is fuch a man, that jf you met hiiii for tiie fir^ 

time 

He alfb obfervedy that he ba9 often heard l^ur^ce fay, in the CQurfe of 
anevt^i^g, tthgood tfa^n^, ehch o!f which wpuid filVe ftfvMii 
lioted wit (^hoi^ he ratified) tb live uj^A f6r a t^vittnonth. 

I find, fmce the Fort^er edition, thsi^ fomfe j^erfohs haveobftfted 
to the il^ftantei ^hich i haVe )^iveh of Mr. Burke^s ^it> as i)ot do- 
ing juftice to'rtiy very irtgenrots jViend 5 ttie lj[«cimens pi'odnce4 
liaviAg, it is aHe^di, more W cotiteit than ital wit, and being 
hiere!y fporti-.-e fallte^ oF the motnentj not jtiftifying the entomtinnf 
Whidi they think with m^, he n)ii(Joif|btedIy 'merits. 1 Wfc ^ti\ 
Siwa«i \x^ hazardous it uras to exhibit partictilar i* (fences of wit, 
wh'ith IS of f6 airy and ii)intual anatqr6 a« ofteh to elttde the hand that 
littempt^ to grafp !t. The e^^Hencfe and' effiracy '6f a hfin mot de* 
Jend Frequently fo mqch on the ocicaiton on whicli it 11$ IJjolcefi, on 
the particfular Tttianncr of the i^esdcer, on the perfon cf whom it i^ 
applied, the ()rtvipu8 introduftion, andathoufand minute particu- 
lars which cannpt be eafily enumerated, that it i^ al<Vays dangerous 
to detach a witty faying from the grouj) to Whicti it belongs, and tq 
Tet it before the eye of the i\)eftator, divefted of thofe conconiitan't 
circumftianbrt, ^hich gave ft aninw^tion, mello<vn'efs, and relief, if 
Venwred, however, at ail hazards, ttx^ put down the firft ihftances 
that occurred to me, as prowfs of Mr. Burke's lively and brilliant 
^Pancy 5 butatn v^ery fenfible that his numerous friends cpnld havfc 
uggefted many ofafoperior quality. Indeed, the being in cdn^- 
pany^ithhim, forafingie day, isfufficienttp (hew that what Ihavfj 
aflerted is well founded ; and it was only neceflary Ip havlp appealed 
to all who know h-hn intimately, for a complete refutation of the 
heterodox opinion entertained by Dr. Johnfon on this fubje^, /fe 
allowed Mr. Burke, &s the reader will find hereafter, to be a man 
of cor^fummate an4 unrivalled abilities in every light except that 
now uAder confideration 5 and the variety of his allufions, and (})len- 
dour af his imagery, have made fuch an iropreflion on ail the refiof 
the ivgrld, that fuperficial obfervers are apt to overloo|c his other 
merits, and to fuppofe that w// is his chief and moft prominent ex^ 
cellencc; when in faft it is omiy otie of the many talents that he 
poffeffes, whtth are fo various and exfti-aordinary, thatit is very diffi- 
ctrlt to afccrtain prccifcly the rank and value of each. 
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iime in. the ftreet where you were flopped by ^ 
drove of ojcen, md you and he ft^ped afide to take 
jihdiiar feut for five minates, he'd t^lk to you ia 
fucha manjaer, that, when you parted, ypu would 
(ky, this i$ an extraordinary man. Now, you may be 
ioog csiotigfa with m^ without &)d\m ^y thing 
lextflaordinary.*' He ilaid, he beli^vea Burke wa^ 
intmded for the law; b\it either had not money 
lenough to folk)w it, or h^ not diUgence enough. 
He faid, he could not underftaod how a man could 
apjdy to one thing, md not to another. Robert/on 
faid, one m*n had morie jiid^ent, another morp 
imagination.-— -7^;&»/J?>i. •' No, fir ; it is only, one 
man has more mind than anotjier. He may direft 
it*difl5brcntly; he may, by accident, fee the fuccefs 
jf^i one kind of ftudy, and take a defire to excel in 
it. I am pj^rfuadcd that, had 5ir Ilaac Newto^ 
applied to poetry, he would have made a very fjnc 
epick poem. 1 ccHild as eafily apply to Jaw as tp 
tr^ick jpoetry/*— jB^yte;^//. *^ Yet, fir, you did ap- 
ply to tragick poetry, not to law.'* — Johnfon. 
^^ Becaufe, fir, I had aot' money to ftudy law. Sir, 
the man who.has vigour, naay walk to the eaft, juft: 
as well as to the weft, if he happens to turn his head 
that way." — Bofv^dL ^^ But, fir, 'tjs like walking 
pp and cjown a hill ; one man will naturally do the 
one better than the othen A hare >yill run up a hill 
beft, frqm her fore-legs being fhort ; a dog down.'^ 
Jobnfap. " Nay, fir; that is from mechanical 
powers. If you make mind mechanical, you may 
argue in that manner. Qne rt\md is a vice, and 
holds faft ; there's a good memory. Another is a 
^k; aadheisadifputant, a controverfialift. Another 
jaa razorj and he is.farcaftical."-r^We taH^ed oiW^hitC" 
C 4 ■ Jidd 
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'field. He faid, he was at the fame college with hinijj 
. and knew bim before he began to be betUr than other 
feopk (fnfiiling) ; that he -believed he fincereljr 
meant well, but had a mixture of politicks, and 
oftentation.: whereas Wtfley thought of religion 
only*. — Robert/on (zid^ Whitefield had ftrong natu-^ 
ral eloquence, which, if c^ikivated, would have 
done great things, — J^hnfon. " Why, fir, I take 
it, he was at the height of what his abilities could 
do, and was fenfible of it. He had the ordinary 
advantages of education ; but he chofe to purfue 
that oratory which is fot* the moh'* — Bofwell. <' He 
had great efFeft on the pafRons."— 7e?^;!^». " Why, 
fir, I don't think fo. : - He could not reprefent a 
fuccefljqn of pathetick images. He vociferated, 
and made an impreffion. Th^e^ again,, was a mind 
like a hammer." — Dr. Johnfon now faid, a certain 
-eminent political friend of our's was wrong, in his 
' maxim of flicking to a certain fet of men on all oc- 
cafions. " I c^n fee that a man may do right to 
(lick to a party (faid he) -, that is to fay, he is a 
Whigy or he is a Tory^' and he thinks one of thofe 
parties upon the whole the beft, and that to make 
it prevail, it muft be generally fupported, though, 
in particulars, it may be- wrong. He takes its fag- 
got 

* That cannot be faid now, after the flagrant part which Mr* 
yobn Wtjley took againft our American brethren, when, in his own 
name, he threw amongft his entbufiaftick flock, the very individual 
combuftibles of Dr. Johnfon's ** Taxation no Tyranny }'* and after 
the intolerani fpiiit which he manifetted againftour ftllow-thriftianS 
of the Roman Catholick Commynion, for which that able champion. 
Father O^Lew^y, has given him fo hearty a drubbing. But I (hould 
think mylelf very unwprihy, if I did not at the fame time acknow- 
ledge Mr. John Wei]e>'s merit, as a veteran " Soldier of Jefus 
Chrift,*' wholias, I do believe, turned many from darknefs 1^19 
light, and from the power of S^tajp^ to the living GoD.'' 
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got of principles, in which there are fewer rotten 
flicks than in the other, though ibme rotten fticks 
to be Cure 5 and they cannot well be feparated. But, 
to bind one's fclf to one man, or one fet o£ men, 
(who may be right to-day and wrong to-morrow,) 
i^ithbufiariy general preference of fyftem, I muft 
difapprovc*." . • 

He told us of Cooke, who tranflated HeGod, 
and lived twenty years on a tranflation of Plautus, 

* for 

• If due attention were paid to thh obfervation, there would be 
mare virtue, even in politicks. What Dr. Johnfon juftly condemned, i 
has, lam forry to fay, greatly increafed in the prefent reign. At the 
diftance of. four. years froi;n this converfation, «i ft February 1777, 
My Lord Archbi (bop of York, in his «* fermon before the Society 
«* for the Propagation of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts," thus indig- 

• nantly dcfcribes the then ftate of parties : 

" Parties once had a />rar//>J^ belonging to them, abfurd perhapf, 
•* ^nd indefenfible, but ftiJl carrying, a notion of duij, by which 
** honeft minds might eafily be caught* 

** But they are now combinations of indiviJuals, who, inftead of 
f* being the. fons and fei vants cf the community, make a league for 
f« advancing their private interefts* It is their bufinefs to hold high 
'« the f\oUon o( po/iitcal honour, 1 believe and truft, it is not injuri- 
f« ous to fay, that fuf h a bond is no better than that by which the 

, *f lowtft and wick^dcft combinations are held together; and that it 
«* denotes the laft liage of pylitical depravity." 

To find a thought, which juft fhewed itfelf to us from the mind of 
yohnfon, thus appearing again at fuch a diftance of time, and with- 

■ out any communication between them, enlarged to full growth in the 
inijid Qi^arkbam, is a curious obje^ of philofophical contemplation. 

' —That two fuch great and luminous minds (hould have been fo dark 

. in onecorner,-that /% (houjd have held.it to be** Wicked rebellion ia 

. the*BritI(h fuhjeas eftablilhed in Amcrica,to refift the abjca condition 
of holding all their property at the mercy of Britjfh fubjeas remain, 
ing at home, while thieir allegiance to our common Lord the King 
v/as to be preferved inviolate,— is a ftriking proof to me, either that 
«« He whoTitteth id Heaven," fcorns theloftinefs of human pride,— 

^pr that the evil fpirit, whofe perfonal cxiftence I ft rongly believe, 
and even in this age am confirmed in that belief by a Fell, nay,i by %. 
Uurd^ has more power than fomc choofc to allow# 
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for which he was always taking fubfcriptions^ am} 
chat hp prefented Foote to a Club, in the following 
fingular manner : " This is the nephew of the gen- 
^man who w#s lately hpng ii| chains for murdering 
)iis brother/* 

in the erentngl introduced to Mr. Johfi^n^ twQ 
good friends of mine, Mr. William N-airnc, Advo- 
<uiie, and Mr. Hamilton of Sundrum, my neigh- 
bour in the country, both of whom, fupped with us. 
I .have preferved nothing of what pafled, except 
that Dr. Johnfon difplayed another of his heterodox 
opinions, — a contempt of tragick aflring. He faid^ 
*' the adion of all players in tragedy is t^ad. It 
Aould be a man's ftudy to reprefs thofe figns of 
emotion and paffion, as they are called.*^ lie wa^ 
of a direftly contrary opinion to that of Fielding, in 
his Tom Jones \ who makes Partridge fay^ of Gar- 
tick, ** why, I could aft as wpll as he myfclf. I 
♦* am fure, if I had feen a ghoft, I ibould have 
^* looked in the very feme manner, and done juft 
^ as he did." For, yrhen I alked him, *^ Would 
not you, fir, ftart. as Mr. Garrick does, if you faw 
^ ghoft f^' He anfwered, " I hope npt^ Jf I fiid^ 
} Ihould frighten the ghoft.'* 

Monday^ l6tb Augufi. 
Dr. William Robertfon came to breakfaft. We 
talked of Ogden on Prayer. Dr. Johnfon faid, 

•^ The 

* It may be obferved, that I fometimes call my great frieiid^ 
Mr. Johnfon» fometimes Dr, Johnlbn ; thongk he had at this time 
a doftor's degree from Trinity College, Dublin. The Univeriity of 
Oxford afterwards conferred it upon htm by a diploma, in v«rf 
' honoiirable terms. It was fome time before I could bring myfelf tq 
call him Do£^or*j but, as he has been long known by that titU^ ^ 
(hall give it to him in the rei^ of this JoumaU 

4 
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w The fame arguments which are ufed againf^ 
God's hearing prayeri will ferve againft his reward- 
ing good, and punifliing evil. He has refblved, he 
has declared, in the former cafe 33 in the latter/* 
He had laft night looked into Lord Hailes's 
^* Remarks on the Hiftory of Scotland," Dr. Ro. 
bertlbn and I faid, it w^s a pity Lord Haile^ did 
BOt write greater things. His lordlhip had not 
tlien publiihed his *• Annal$ of ScothndJ^^—yoim- 
jfm. " I remember I was once on a vifit at the 
houfe of i lady for whon^ I had a high refpeffcv 
There was a good deal of company in the room. 
When they ^ycne gone, I faid to this lady, * What 
foolilh talking have we had P — ' Yes, (faid Ihe,) 
but while they talked, yQU faid nothing/— I was 
llrttck with the reproof. How much better is the 
inan who does any thiitg that is innocent, than he 
^ho does nothing. Befides, I love anecdotes. I 
fancy mankincl may come, in time, to write all 
aphoriftically, except io narrative; grow weary of 
preparation, and connexion, and illuftration, and 
aU tliofe ai^ts by which a big book is niade, — •■If a 
man is to wait till he weaves anecdotes into a lyftem, 
we may be long in getting them, and get bqt few, 
in comparjlbn of what we might get/* 

Dr. Ilobertfon faid, the notions of Eupham 
Macallan^ a fanatick woman, of whoni Lord Hailes 
gives a fketch, were ftill prevalent among fome of 
the Prefbyterians 9 and therefore it was right in 
Lord Hailes, a nian of known piety, to undeceive 
them. 

We walked out, that Dr. Johnfon might fee fome 
of the things which we have to (hew at Edinburgh, 
^^e went to the Parliament-Houfe, where the Par- 

liamenc 
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liament of Scotland fat, and where the Ordinary 
X<?r^^of Scflionhold their courts j and to the New 
Scffion-Houfe adjoining to it, where our Court of 
Fifteen (the fourteen Ordinaries^ with the Lord 
Prefidcnt at their head,) fit as a court of Review. 
We went to the Advocate/ Library^ of whicrfi Dr. 
Johnfon took a curforjr view, and then to what is 
called the Laigb (or under) Parliament-Houfe, 
where the records of Scotland, which has an univer^ 
fal fccurity by regifter, are depoficed, till the great 
Regifter Office be finrfhed. I was pleafed to behold 
Dr. Samuel Johnfon rolling aboiit in this old maga- 
zine of antiquities. There was, by this time, a 
pretty numerous circle of us attending upon him. 
Somebody talked of happy moments for compo- 
fition ; and how a man can write at one time, and^ 
not at another. — " Nay (faid Dr. Johnfon) a man 
may write at any time, if he will fct himfelf doggedly* ^ 



to it." 



I here began to indulge old ScoUiJh fcntiments, 
and to exprefs a warm regret, that, by our Union 
with England, we were no more ; — our independent 
kingdom was loft. — John/on. " Sir, never talk of 
your independency, who could let your Queen re- 
main twenty years. in captivity, and then be put to 
death, without even a pretence of juftice, without 
your ever attempting to refcue her-, and fuch a 
Queen too ! as every man of any gallantry of fpirit 
would have facrificed his life for.'*— Worthy Mr. 
James Kerr, Keeper of the Records. . *' Half our 

nation 

♦ This word is commonly ufed to ^igoMy fuUenly, gloomily 5 and 
in that fenfe alone it appears in Dr. Johnfon's Dictionary. I fop- 
pofe he meant by it, << with an obfllnaU rtfiluthttf fimilar to that of a 
iulUn man." 
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hation was bribed by Englifli money/' — Johnfon. 
** Sir, that is no defence : that makes you worfe/* 
—Good Mr. Brownj Keeper of the Advocates JCi- 
hrary. ** We had better fay nothing about iti'*-— 
BofweU. " You would have been glad, however, 
to havfc had us laft war, fir, .to fight your battles 1'* 
-'—Johnfon. " We fliould have had you for the fame 
price, though there had been no Union, as we might 
have had Swifs, or other troops. No, no, I (hall 
agree to a feparation. You have only to^^ horned* ^ 
— Juft as he had faid this, I to divert the fubjeft, 
fhewed him the figned affurances of the three fuc- 
ceffive Kings^ of the Hanover family, to maintain 
the Prefbyterian eftablifliment in Scotland. — " We'll 
give you that (faid he) into the bargain/* • 

We next went to the great church of St. Giles, 
which has loft its original magnificence in the infide, 
by being divided into four places of Prefbyterian 
worfhip. *' Come, (faid t)r. Johnfon jocularly to 
Principal Robertfon*,) let me fee what was once a 
church !" We entered that divifion which was 
formerly called the New Churchy and of late the 
High Churchy fo well known by the eloquence of Dr« 
Hugh Blair. It is now very elegantly fitted up; but 
it was then ftiamefuUy dirty. Dr. Johnfon faid no- 
thing at the time ; but when we came to the great 
door of the Royal Infirmary, where, upon a boards 
was this infcription, " Clean your feet /" he turned 
about flyly, and faid, '^ There is no occafion for 
putting this at the doors of your churches !'* 

We 

* I have hitherto called him Dr. William Robertfon, to diftin- 
guifli hiir. from Dr. James Robertfon, who is foon to make his ap, 
pearance. But Prlfuipal. from his being the head of our college, is, 
kis ufual defignation, and is ftiorter \ fo I fliall ufe it hereafter. 
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We then conduced him down the Poft-houfe 
flairs, Parliament-clofe, and made him look up 
from the Cow-gate to the highcft building in Edin^ 
burgh, (from which he had juft defccrided,) being 
thirteeh floors or ftories frbm the ground upon the 
back elevation ; the front wall being biiilt uport 
the edge of the hill, and the bick wall rifing froni 
the bottom of the hill feveral ftories before it comes 
to a l^vel with the front wall. We proceeded to 
the College, with the Principal at our htad. Dr. 
Adam Ferguflbn, whofe " Eflay on the Hiftory of 
civil Society" gives him a refpeftable place in the 
ranks of literature, was with us. As the College 
buildings are indeed very mean, the Principal faid 
to Dr. Johnfon, that he muft give them the fame 
epithet that a Jefuit did. when fhewing a poor col- 
lege abroad : ** Ha miferiie noftrne.^^ Dr. Johnfon 
'Was, however, much pleafcd with the library, and 
Ivith the converfation of Dr. James Robcrtfon^ 
Profeflbr of Oriental Languages, the Librarian i 
We talked of Kennicot*s edition of the Hebrew 
Biblej and hoped it would be quite faithful. — * 
Johnfon. ** Sir, I know not any crime fo great that a 
man could contrive to commit^ as poifoning the 
fources of eternal truth.*' 

I pointed out to him where there formerly ftood 
an old wall enclofing part of the college, which I 
remember bulged out in a threatening manner^ 
and of which there was a. common tradition fimilar 
to that concerning Bacorfs Study at Oxford, that it 
would fall upon fomc very learned mah. It had 
feme time before this been taken down, that the 
ftreet might be widened, and a more convenient 
wall built* Dr. Johnfon, glad of an opportunity 

CO 



to tHE HEfeRiDES: 3* 

tb have a pleafant hit at Scottifh learning, faicf^ 
** they have been afraid it never would fall/^ 

We (hewed him the Royal Infirmary^ for which^' 
And for every other exertion of generous publick 
fpirit in his power, that noble-rpinded citizen of 
• Edinburgh^ George Drummond, will be ever held 
in honourable remembrance. And we were tooi 
proud not to carry hin> to th€ Abbey of Holyrood- 
houfe^ that beautiful piece of architefture, but,, 
alas! thitt deferted manfion of rojralty, which 
Hamilton^ of Bangour^ in one of his elegant poems^ 
talk 

'* A virtuous palace^ where no monarch dwells." 

I was much entertained while Principal Robertfon 
fluently harangi^d to Dr. Johnfon, upon the fpot> 
concef-ning fcenes of his cekbrated Hiftory of Scot-^ 
land. We furveyed that part of the palace appro* 
priatdd fo the Duke of Hamilton, as Keeper, in 
which our beautiful Queen Mary lived, and in 
which David Rizzio was murdered; and alio the 
State Rooms. Dr. Johnfon was a great reciter of 
all forts of things ferious or comical. I q^ver- heard 
him repeating here, in a kind of muttering tone, a 
line of the old ballad, Johnny JrmJlrQng^s Laji Good^ 
Night jt I 

'* And ran him through the fa5r body * I" 

We returned to my houfe, where there met hini^ 
at dinner, the Duchefs of Douglas^ Sir Adol^hus 

Ouglkon, 

f The ftanaia from which he'took this line is, 
•* But thert rofe up all Edinburgh, 

** They rofe up by thoufands three; 
** A cowardly Scot came John behind, 
f * And ran hira through the fair body; I ** 
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Qughton, Lord Chief Baron, Sir William Forte^i 
Principal Roberifon, Mr. Cullen, advocate. Before 
dinner, he told us of a curious converfation between 
the famous George Faulkner and him. George 
faid that England had drained Ireland of fifty' 
thoufand pounds in fpecie, annually, for fifty years* 
" How fo, fir ! (faid Dr. Johnfon,) you muft haye a 
very great trade ?" * No trade.' — •' Very rich 
mines ?" * No mines/—" From whence, then^ 
does all this rtioney come ?'* * Come ! why out of 
the blood and bowels of the poor people of Ire- 
land!* ' 

He feemed to me to have an unaccountable pre- 
judice againft Swift j for r once took the liberty to 
alk him, if Swift had perfonally offended him, and 
he told me, he had not. He faid to-day, " Swift 
is clear, but he is (hallow. In coarfe humour, he 
is inferior to Arbuthnot -, in delicate humour, he is 
inferior to Addifon : So he is inferior to his con- 
temporaries 5 without putting him againft the whole 
world. I doubt if the " Tale of a Tub" was his : 
it has. fo much more thinking, more knowledge, 
more power, more colour, than any of the works 
which are indifputably his. If it was his, I (hall only 
lay, he was ttnpar^l^i" 

We gave him as'good a dinner as we could. Our 
Scotch muir-fowl, or growfe, were then abundant, 
and quite in feafjn ; and, fo far as wifdom and wit 
can be aided by adminiftering agreeable fcnfations to 
the palate, my wife took care that our great gueft 
fliould not be deficient. 

Sir Adolphus Oughton, then our Deputy Cor^- 
mander in Chief, who was not only an excellent of- 
ficer, but one of the moft univerfal fcholars I ever 
I , knew. 
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^mvf, had learned the Erfe language, and exprefled 
his belief in the authenticity of Oflian's Poetry. Dr. 
Johnfon took the oppofite fide of that perplexed 
queftion j and I was afraid the difpute would have 
run high between them. But Sir Adolphus, who 
had a very fwcet temper, changed the difcourfe, 
grew playful, laughed at Lord Monboddo's notion 
of men having tails, and called him a Judge, i 
pofteriori^ which amufed Dr. Johnfon; and thu^ 
hoftilities were prevented. 

At fupper we had Dr. Cullen, his fon the advo* 
cate> Dr. Adam Ferguflbn, and Mr. Crofbie, advo- 
cate. Witchcraft was introduced. Mr. Crofbie 
faid, he thought it the greateft blafphemy to fup- 
pofe evil fpirits counterafting the Deity, and raifing 
ftorms, for inftance, to deftroy-his creatures.— * 
Johnfon. "Why, fir, if moral evil be confident 
with the government of the Deity, why may hot 
phyfical evil be alfo confiftent with it? It is not 
more ftrange that there fliould be evil fpiritS, than 
evil men : evil unembodied fpirits, than evil embo- 
died fpirits. And as to ftorms, we know there 
are fuch things \ and it is no worfe that evil fpirits 
raife them, than that they r&.^^'-^CroJbie. " But 
it is not credible, that witches fhould have efFefted. 
what they are faid in ftories to have done."— 7^>&»- 
Jon. " Sir, I am not defending their credibility. I 
. am only faying, that your arguments are not good, 
and will not overturn the belief of witchcraft.— 
(Dr. Ferguflbn faid to me, afide, / He is right.') — 
And "then, fir, you have all mankind, rude and 
civilized, agreeihg in the Belief of the agency of 
preternatural powers. You muft take evidence: 
70U muft confider, that wife and great men have 

D corv 
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condemned witches to die/' — Crojbie. " But an aft 
of parliament put an end to witchcraft.**— 
Johnjon. '* No^ fir ; witchcraft had ceafed 5 and 
therefore an aft of parliament was paffed to prevent 
perfecution for what was not witchcraft. Why it 
ceafed, we cannot tell, as we cannot tell the reafon 
of many other things/* — Dr. CuUen^ to keep up 
the gratification of myfterious difquifition, with the 
grave addrefs for which he is remarkable in his com- 
panionable as in his profeflional hours, talked, in 
a very entertaining manner, of people walking 
and convcrfiag in their flecp. I am very forry I 
have no note of this. We talked of the Ouran^ 
Ouiang, and of Lord Monboddo's thinking that he 
might be taught to fpeak. Dr. Johnfon treated 
this with ridicule. Mr. Cro(bie faid, that Lord 
Monboddo believed the exiftence of every thing 
pdffible; in Ihort, that all which is in pofe might be 
found, in efe. — Johnfon. " But, fir, it is as poflfible 
that the Ouran-Outang does not fpeak, as that he 
fpcaks. However, I fhall not conteft the point. 
I fhould have thought it not pofllble to find a 
Monboddo 5 yet be exifts."— •! again mentioned the 
ftage. — Johnfon. *' The appearance of a player, 
with whom I have drunk tea, counterafts the ima- 
gination that he is the charafter he reprcfcnts. Nay^ 
you know, nobody imagines that he is the charafter 
he reprefents. They fay, ' See Garrick I how he 
looks to-night ! See how he'll clutch the dagger I * 
That is the buz of the theatre.** 

A 

Tuefday^ lyth Augufi. 
Sir William Forbes came to breakfaft, and 
brought with him Dr. Blacklock, whom he intro- 
duced 
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duccd to Dr. Johnfon, who received him with a 
moft humane complacency ; ^' Dear Dr. Blackloclc, 
I am glad to fee you !*'-~Blacklock feemed to be 
much furprized, when Df. Johnfon faid, " it was 
leafier to him to write poetry than to conipofe his 
Diftionary. His mind was, lefs on the ftretch in 
domg the one than the other. Befides ; compofing 
a Diftionary requires books and a delk : you can 
make a poem walking in the fields, or lying in 
bed/*^ — Dn Blacklock fpoke of fcepticifm in morals 
and religion, with apparant urieafmefs, as if he 
wifhed for more certainty*. Dr. Johnfon, who had 
thought it all over, andwhofe vigorous underftand- 
ing was fortified by much experience, thus en- 
couraged the blind Bard to apply to higher fpecu- 
lations what we all willingly fubmic to in common 
life : in fiiorr, he gave him more familiarly the able 
and fair reafoning of Efutler's Analogy : *' Why, fir, 
the greatcft concern we have in^ this world, the 
choice of our profelfion, muft be determined with- 
out demonftrative reafoning. Human life is not 
yet fo wdl known, as that we can have it. And 
take the tafe of a man* who is ill. I call two phy- 
ficiahs : they differ in opinion. I am not to lie 
down, and die between them: I muft do fomc- 
fhing.** — The conversation then turned on Atheifm ; 
on that horrible book, Syfteme de la Nature ; and 
on the fuppofition of an eternal neceflity, without 
defign, withoutNa governing mind. — Johnfon. " If 
it were fo, why has it ceafed ? Why dpn't we fee 
men thus produced around us now } Why, at leaft, 
does it not keep pace, in fome meafure, with the 

D 2 prpgrefs. 

• See his letter on thii fubje^* in the Appendix. 
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progrefs of time ? If it flops becaufe there is now 
no heed of it, then it is plain there is, and ever has 
been, an all-powerful intelligence. But ftay ! (faid 
he, with one of his fatyrick laughs.) Ha f ha ! ha I 
I fhall fuppofe Scotchmen made necefTarily, and 
Englifhmen by choice." 

At dinner this d^y, we had Sir Alexander Dick^ 
whofe amiable charader, and ingenious and cultivated 
mind, arc fa generally known; (he was then on 
the verge of fevcnty, and is now (1785) eighty-one, 
lyich his faculties entire, his heart warm, and his 
temper gay ;) Sir David Dalrymple Lord Hailes ; 
Mr. Maclaurin, advocate ; Dr. Gregory^ who' now 
worthily fills his father's medical chair; and my 
uncle, Dr. Bofwell. This was one of Dr. John- 
fon's beft days. He was quite in his element* All 
was literature and tafte, without any interruption. 
Lord Hailes, who is one of the beft philologifts in 
Great- Britain, who has written papers in the fFbrldy 
and a variety of other works in profc and in verfe,. 
both Latin and Englifli, pleafcd him highly. He 
told him, he had difcovered the Life of Cbeynelj in 
the Student^ to be his. — Johnfon. "No one elfe 
knows it.'* — Dr. Johnfon had, before this, diftat- 
cd to me a law-paper, upon a queftion purely in 
the law of Scotland, concerning vicious intromijfiony 
that is to fay, intermeddling with the efFefts of a 
deceafed perlbn, without a regular title; which 
formerly was underftood to fubjedl the intermeddler 
to payment of all the defunft*s debts. The princi- 
ple has of late been relaxed. Dr. Johnfon's argu- 
ment was, for a renewal of its ftriftnefs.; The ipapej* 
was printed, with additions by me, and given into 
the Court of Scllipn. Lord Hailes knew Dr. John- 
fan's 
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Con's part not td be mine, and pointed out exadly 
where it began, and where it ended. Dr. Johnfon 
faid, ^' It is much, now, that his lordfliip can 4if- 
cinguifti fo;" 

In Dr. Johnfon's Vanity of Human JFiJhes^ thcfe 
is the following paflage : 

'* The teeming mother, anxious for her ract, 

"' Begs, for each birth, the fortune of a face : 

'* Yet Fane could tell, what ills from beauty fpring; 

*' And Sedley curs'd the charms which pleas'd a king/^ 

Lord Hailes told him, he was miftaken in the 
inftances he had given of unfortunate fair ones; for 
neither Vane nor Sedley had a title to that defcrip- 
tion. His Lordftjip has.fince been fo obliging as 
to fend me a note of this, for the communication of 
which I am fure my readers will thank me. 

" The lines in the tenth Satire of Juvenal, ac- 
** cording to my alteration, fliould have run thus: 

*' , Yet Shore • could tell. ;'* 

" And /^/i//Vr^t curs'd .*^ 

^ The firft wa? a penitent by compulfidn, the 
*' fecond by fentimcnt; though the truth is, Madc- 
** moifelle de la Valiere threw herfelf (but (till from 
fentimcnt) in the King's way. 

*' Our friend chofe Fane, who was far from being 
*' well-looked 5 and Sedley^ who was fo ugly, that 
** Charles IL faid, Jiis brother had her by way of 
** penance/* 

Mr, Maclaurin'^s learning and talents enabled htm 
to do his part very, well in Dr, Johnfon's company. 
He produced two epitaphs upon his father, the ce- 

D 3 "^^ lebratcd 

• Miftrcfs of Edward IV, t Miilreft of LouisXIV. 
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lebrated mathematician. One was in ^pnglifli, of 
which Dr* Johnfon did not change one word,. In 
the other, which was in Latin, he made fcv^ral 
alterations. In place of the very words of Virgil^ 
•* Ubi lu^iius et pavor ei plurima mortis imago^^ he 
wrote *' Vhi luSius regnant et favor.''* He intro- 
duced the word prorjus into the line *^ Mortalibm 
prorfus non abjit folatium " and after " Hujus enim ^ 
fcripta evolve^ he added, " Mentemque tantarum 
rerum \apacem corpori caduco fuperftitem^ crede\* 
which is quite applicable to Dr. Johnfon himfelf. * 

Mr. Murray, advocate, who married a niece of 
Lord Mansfield's and is now one of the Judges of 
Scotland, by the title of Lord JienderlanJi^ fat with 
us a part of the evening ; but did not venture to 
fay any thing, that I remember, though he is cer- 
tainly poffeffcd of talents which would have enabled 
him to liavefhewn himfelf to- advantage, if too grea^t; 
anxiety had not prevented him. 

At fupper we had Dr, Alexander Webfter, who^ 
though not learned, had fuch a knowledge of man- 
kind, fuch a fund of information and entertainment^ 
fo clear a head and fuch accommodating manners, 

that 

* Mr. Maclaurin^s epitaph, as engraved on a marble tombftone^ 
in the Gray-Friars church-yard, Edinburgh: 
Infra fitus eft 
COLIN MACLAURIN, • 
Mathes. olim in Acad. Edin, Prof. 
Eleflus ipfo Newtono fuadente. 

H. L. P. F. 

Non ut nomini paterno confulati 

Nam tail auxilio nil eget; 

Sed ut in hoc infelici campo^ 

Ubi lu6lus regnant et pavor, 

Alortalibus prorfus non abfit folatium % 

Hujus enim fcripta evolve, 

Mentemque tantarum rerum capacem 

Corpori caduco fuperftitem credc. 
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that Dr. Johnfoh found him a very agreeable com- 
panion. 

When Dr. Johnfon and I were left by ourfelves, 
I read' to him my notes of the Opinions of our 
. Judges upon the queftions of Literary Property^ 
He did not like thetn ; and faid,* " they make mc 
think of your Judges not with that rcfpeft which I 
ihould wifli to do." To the argument of one of 
them, ttat there can be no prcfperty in blafphemy 
or nonfenfe, he anfwered, " then your rotten fheep 
are minel- — By that rule, when a man^s houfe falls 
iinto decay, he mull lofe it. " — I mentioned an 
argument of mine, that literary performances are 
not taxed. As Churchill fays, 

*' No ftatefman yet has thought it worth his pains 
** To tax our labours, or excife our btains ;** 

and therefore they are not property. — " Yet, (faid 
he,) we hang a man for Healing a horfe, and horfes 
are not taxed."— Mr. Pitt has lince put an end to 
chat argumenL • .. 

Wedntfday i%th Augujt. 

On this day we fet out from Edinburgh. Wc 
jfhould gladly have had Mr. Scott to go with us; 
but he was obliged to return to England. — I have 
given a (ketch of Dr. Johnfon : my readers may 
wifli to know a little of his fellow traveller. Think 
then, of a gentleman i^f -ancient blood, the pride 
of which was his predominant paffion. He was 
then in his thirty-third year, and had been about 
four years happily married. His inclination was 
to be a foldier \ but his father, a refpedlable Judge, 
had preffed him into the profeflion of the law. 

D 4 He 
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He had travelled a good deal, iand fccn many va- 
rieties of human life. He had thought more thaa 
any body fuppofed, and had a pretty good ftock 
of general learning and knowledge. He had all 
Dr. Johnfon's principles, with fome degree of re- 
laxation. He had rather too little, than too much 
prudence-, and, his imagination being lively, he 
often faid things of which the effeft was very dif- 
fcrcpt from the intention. He refembled fometimes 

*' The beft good man, \vith the worft natur'd inufe," 

He cannot deny himfelf the vanity of finifhing with 
the encomium of Dr. Johnfon, whofe friendly par- 
tiality to the companion of his Tour reprcfents hini 
as one, •* whofe acutenefs would help my inquiry, 
and whofe gaiety of cgnverfation, and civility of 
manners, are fufEcient to counterad: the inconve- 
niences of travel, in countries lefs hofpitable than 
we have paffed." 

Dr. Johnfon thought it unneceflary to' put him- 
» felf to the additional expence of bringing with hioi 
Francis Barber, his faithful black fervant •, fo wc 
were attended only by my man, Jofeph Ritter, 
a Bphemian ; a fine ftately fellow above fix feet 
high, who had been over a great part of Europe, 
and fpoke many languages. He was the beft fer- 
vant I ever faw. Let not my readers difdain his in- 
troduftion ! For Dr. Johnfon gave him this charac* 
ter : " Sir, he is a civil man, and a wife man." 

From an erroneous apprehenfion of violence, Dr, 
Johnfon had provided a pair of piftols, fome gun- 
powder, and a quantity of bullets : but upon being 
affured we fliould run no rilk of meeting any rob- 
l^ers, he left his arms and atpmunition in an opea 

cjrawer^ 
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drawer, of which he gave my wife the charge. He 
alfoleft in that drawer one volume of a pretty full 
and curious Diary of his Life, of which I have a 
few fragments ; but the -book has been deftroyed. 
I wifti female curiofity had been ftrong enough to 
have had it all tranfcribed, which might eafily have 
been done; and I fhould think the theft, being ^r^ 
bono publico, might have been forgiven. But I 
may be wrong. My wife told me Ihe never once 
looked into it, — She did not feem quite cafy wheq^ 
we left her: but away we went ! 

Mr. Nairne, iadvocate, was to go with us as far 
as St. Andrews. It gives me pleafure that, by 
mentioning Kisjiame, I connedt his title to the juft 
and handfome compliment paid him by Dr. Jphnfon, 
in his book : " A gentleman who could flay with us 
only long enough to make us know how much we 
loft by his leaving us." When we cametoLeith, 
I talked with perhaps too boafting an air, how pret- 
ty the Frith of Forth looked j as indeed, after the 
profpeft from Conftantinoplc, of which I have been 
told, and that from Naples, which I have fecn, I 
believe the view of that Frith and its environs, from 
the Caftle-hill of* Edinburgh, is the fineft profpeft 
in Europe. " Ay, (faid Dr. Johnfon,) that is the 
^ate of the world. Water is the fame every where, 

Una eft injufti casrula forma maris*." 

I told him the port here was the mouth of the 
river or water of Leitb. " Not Lethe^^ faid Mr. 

NairnCt 

• Non illic urbeSy non tu mi'rabere filvas \ * 
Una eft injufti casrula forma maris. 

O'vid. Amon L. II. £!• xu 
Nor groves nor towns the ruthlefs ocean (hows | 
Unvaried ftill it^ajEurefurface flows. 
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Nairne*— -*^ Why, fir, (faid Dr. Johnfon,) when at 
Scotchman fets out from this port for England, he 
forgets his native country." — Nairne, ^' I hope» 
fir, you will forget Eggland htTt.^*----Jobnfon. 
*' Then 'twill be ftill morte Lethe':' — He obfcrved 
of the Pier or Quay, ** you have no occafion for fo 
large a one : your trade does not require it : but 
you are like a Ihopkeeper who takes a, ftiop, not 
only for what he has to put into it, but that it maybe 
believed he has a great deal to put into it.** It is 
•<yery true, that there is now, comparatively, little 
trade upon the eaftern coafl: of Scotland. The* 
riches of Glafgow Ihew how much there is in the 
weft ; and perhaps we (hall find trade travel weft* 
ward on a great fcale, as well as a fmall. 

We talked of a man's drowning himfelf.-T-7<?>&»- 
fon. *^ I fhould never think it time to make away 
with myfelf/' — -I put the cafe of Euftace BudgcU, 
who was accufed of forging a will, and funk him- 
fclf in the Thames, before the trial of its authenti- 
city came on. ** Suppofe, fir, (faid I,) that a man 
is abfolutely fure, that, if he lives a few days longer, 
he fhall be deteded in a fraud, the confequence of • 
which will be utter difgrace and expulfion from 
fociety." — Johnfon. " Then, fir, let him go abroad 
to a diftant country; let him go to fome place 
where he is not known. Don't let him go to the 
devil where he is known !'* ^ / 

He then faid, " I fee a number of people bare- 
footed here : I fuppofe you all went fo before the 
Union. Bafwell, your anceftors went fo, when they 
had as much land as your family has now. Yet 
Auchinleck is the Field of Stones : there would be 
bad going bare-footed there. The Lairds^ how- 

5 ^^^^ 
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ever^ did it." — I bought fome fpeldings, fifh (gene- 
rally whitiag^) faked and dried in a particular man- 
ner, bising dipped in the fea and dried in the fun, 
and eaten by the Scots by Nyay of a reliih. He ha4 
never feeo them, though they are fold in I^ondon. , 
I infilled on fcottifying * his palate ; but, he was 
very reluftant. With difficulty I prevailed with 
him to let a bit of one of them lie in his mouth. 
He did not lilee it. ^ 

In croffing the Frith, Dr. Johnfon determined 
that we (hould land upon Inch Keith. On ap- 
proaching it, we firfl: obferved a high rocky fliorc, *« 
We coafted about, and put into a little bay on the 
J^orth-weft. We clambered up a very ifteep afcent,' 
on v^hich was very, gbod grafs, but rather a pro- 
fafion of thiftles. There were fixteen head of 
black cattle grazing upon the ifland. Lord Hailes 
obferve^ to me, that Brantome calls it L*ijle des 
Chevauxy and that it was probably " a yi/?r ftable'* 
than many others in his time. The fort, with an 
infcription on it, Maria Re 1564^ is ftrongly built. 
Dr. Johnfon. examined it with much attention.. He 
ftalked like a giant among the luxuriant thiftles and 
nettles. There are three wells in the ifland; but 
we could not find one in tlie fort. There muft pro- 
bably have been one, though now filled up, as a 
garrifon could not fubfift without it. But I have 
dwelt too long on, this little fpot. Dr. Johnfon 
afterwards bade me try to write a defcription of our 
(iifcovering Inch Keith, in the ufual ftyle of travel* 

lers, 

• My friend, General Campbell, Governour of Madras/ tells 
tne, that they mzke fpeldings in the Eaft-IndieS; particularly at Bora- 
bajr, where they call them Bambaha* 
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lers, dcfcribing fully every particular ; ftating the 
grounds on which we concluded, that itmuft have 
once been inhabited, and introducing many fage re- 
fleftions ; and we (houid fee how a thing might be 
covered in words, fo as to induce people to come and 
furvey it. All that was told might be true, and yet 
in reality there might be nothing to lee. He faid, 
** Fd have this ifland. Vd build a houfe, make a 
good landing-place, have a garden, and vines, and 
all forts of trees. A rich man, of a hofpitable turn, 
here, would have many vifitors from Edinburgh.** 
When we had got into our boat again, he called to 
me, ** Come, now, pay a clalfical compliment to 
the ifland on quitting it." I happened luckily, ia 
allufion to the beautiful Queen Mary, whofc name 
is upon the fort, to think of what Virgil makes 
^neas fay, on having left the Country of his charm- 
ing Dido : 

Invitus, regina, tuo de littore ccffi *• 

« Very well hit off r faid he.* 

We dined at Kinghorn, and then got into a poft- 
chaife. Mr. Nairne and his fervant, and Jofeph, 
rode by us. We flopped at Cupar, and drank tea. 
We talked of parliament ; and I faid, I fuppofed 
very few of the members knew much of what was 
going on, as indeed very few gentlemen know 
much of their own private affairs. — Jobnfon. 
** Why, fir, if a map i$ not of a fluggiih mind, 
he may be his own fteward. If he will' look into 
his affairs, he will foon learn. So it is as to pub- 

lick 

• ** Unhappy queen ! 

" Unwilling I forfookyour friendly ftate." 

Dryien, 
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lick affairs. There muft always be a certain num* 
bcrof men of bufinefs in parliament." — BofwelL 
•* But confider, fir; what is the Houfe of Com- 
mons ? Is not a great part of it chofen by peers ? 
Do you thinks fir, they ought tb have fuch an in- 
fluence?" — Johnfon. "Yes, fir. Influence muft 
ever be in proportion to property ; and it is right it 
fliould." — BofwelL " But is there not reafon to 
fear that the common people may be oppreflTed ?'*, 
'-^Johnfon. " N'o, fir. Our great fear is from 
want of power in government. Such a ftorm of 
vulgar force has broke in." — Bofwell. ** It has 
only roared.'* — Jobnfon. "Sir, it has roared^ till 
the Judges in Wefl:minfter-Hall h^ve been afraid to 
pronounce fentehce in oppofition to the popular cry. 
You are frightened by what is no longer dangerous^ 
like Prelbyterians by Popery.""— He then repeated 
a paffage, I think, ia Butler's i2^/»^/»x, which ends, 
^\ and would cry, Fire ! Fire ! in Noah's flpod *.'* 

We 



♦ The paflagc quoted by Dr. Johnfon is in the CharaSer of tbt 
AJfembly^man, Butler's Remains, p. 232, edit. 1754I— "He preaches^ 
indeed, both in feafon and outoffeafonj for he rails at Popery, 
when the land is almoft loft in Preibytery j and would cry Fire I 
Fire I in Noah's flood." 

There is reafon to believe that this piece was not written by Butler^ 
but by Sir John Birkenhead j for Wood, in his Athena Oxonienfes^ 
Vol. II. p;. 64.0,. enumerates it among that gentleman's works, and 
^ives the following account of it s 

«< Tlie AJfemhly-man (or the chara6lerof an Aflembly-man) writ- 
ten jS^TiLond, 1662-3, in three (heets in qu. The copy of it war' 
taken from the author by thofe who faid they could not rob, becaufe 
all was ihcirs ; (o excifed what they liked not j and fo mangled and 
reformed it, that it was no character of an Aflembly, but of thein-^ 
felvcs. At length, after it had flept feveral years, the author pub- 
lifhed it, to avoid falfe copies. It is alfo reprinted in a book entit. 
jiFit and Loyalty revived, in a colleftion of fome fraart fatyrs in verfe 

iand 
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We had a dreary drive, in a dufky night, to St^ 
Andrews, where we arrived late. We found a good 
fupper aj: Glafs's inn, and Dr. Johnfon revived 
agreeably. He faid, " the coUeftion called * The 
Mufes' Welcome to King James,* (firft of England, 
and fixth of Scotland,) on his return to his native 
kingdom, (hewed that there was then abundance of 
learning in Scotland ; and that the conceits in that 
colleftion, with which people find fault, were niere 
mode," He added, " we could not now entertain 
a fovereign fo ; that Buchanan had fpread the fpirit 
of learning amongft us, but we had loft it during 
the civil wars.'* He did not allow the Latin Poe- 
try of Pitcairne fo much merit as has been ufually 
attributed to it ; though he owned that one of his 
pieces, which he mentioned, but which I am forry 
rs not fpecified in my notes, was " very well." ^ It 
h not improbable that it was the poem which Prior 
has fo elegantly tranflatcd. 

After fupper, we made siprocejion to Saint Leo* 
nard's College^ the landlord walking before us with 
a candle, and the waiter with a lantern. That 
college had fome time before been diflblved ; and 
Dr. Watfon, a profeffor here, (the hiftorian of 
Phillip IL) had purchafed the ground, and what 
buildings remained. When we entered his court, 
it leemed quite academical ; and we found in his 
houfe very comfortable and genteel accommoda- 
tion*. 

Ithurfday^ 

and profeon the late times. Lotid, 16S2, qu. faid to be written by 
Abr. Cowley, Sir John Birkenhead, and Hudibras, alias Sam. But- 
ler."— For this information I am indebted to Mr. Reed, of Staple^ Inn, 
' * My Journal, from this day inclufive, was read by Du Johnfon. 
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J*hurfda)\ i^tb Auguft^ 

We rofe much refreftied. I had with ,mc a map 
of Scotland, a Bible, which was given me by Lord 
Mountftuart when we were together in Italy, and 
Ogden's Sermons on Prayer, Mr. Nairne introduced 
us to Dr. Watfon, whom we found a well-informed 
man, of very amiable manners. Dr. Johnfon, 
after they were acquainted, faid, *' I take great 
delight in him/^ — His daughter, a very pleafing 
young lady, made breakfaft. Dr, Watfon o6fcrved, 
that Glafgow Univerfity had fewer home-ftudents, 
lince trade increafed, as learning was rather in- 
compatible with it. — Johnfon. ** Why, fir^ as trade 
is now carried on by fubordinate hands, 'men in trade 
have as much leifure as others ; and now learning 
itfelf is a trade. • A man goes to a bookfeller, and ^ 
gets what he can. We have done with patronage. 
In the infancy of learning, we find fome great man 
praifed for it. This difFufed it among others* 
When it becomes general, an author leaves the great, 
and applies to the multitude." — Bofwell. *' It is a- 
fliamc that authors arc not nov(r better patronized." 
^-^Jobnfon. *' No, fir. If learning cannot fup- 
port a man, if he muft fit with his hands acrofs till 
ibmebody feeds him, it is as to him* a bad thing, 
and it is better as it is. With patronage, what 
flattery 1 what falfehood ! While a man is in equili- 
brio, he throws truth among the multitude, and 
lets them take it as they pleafe : in patronage, he 
muil fay what pleafes his patron, and it is an equal 
chance whether that be truth or falfehood.*' — Watfon. 
>« But is not the cafe now, that, inftead of flatter- 
ing 
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ing one perfon, we flatter the age?" — JohnfoH, 
** No, fir. The world always lets a man tell what 
he thinks, his own way. 1 wonder however, that 
fo many people have written, who might have let 
it alone. That people ftiould endeavour to excel 
in converfation, I do not wonder ; becaufe in con- 
verfation praife is inftantly reverberated." 

We tialked of change of manners. Dr. John- 
ion obferved, that our drinking lefs than our an- 
ceftors was owing lo the change from ale to wine. 
•" I remember, (faid he,) when all the decent peo- 
ple in Lichfield got drunk every night, and were 
not the worfe thought of. Ale was cheap, fo you 
prefixed ftrongly. When* a man muft bring a bottle 
of wine, he is not in fuch hafte. Smoking has 
gone out. To be. fure, it is a fliocking things 
blowing fmoke out of our mouths into other peo- 
ple's mouths, eyes, and nofes, and having the fame 
thing done to us. Yet I cannot account, why a 
thing which requires fo little exertion, and yet pre- 
jerves the mind from total vacuity, (hould have 
gone out. Every man has fomething by which he 
calms himfclf : beating with his feet, or fo*. I 
remember when people in England changed a fhirt 
only once a week : a Pandour, when he gets a 
Ihirt, greafes it to make it laft. Formerly, good 
tradefmen had no fire but in the kitchen ; never in 
the parlour, except on Sunday. My father, who 
was a magiftrate of Lichfiqld, lived thus. They 
never began to have a fire in the parlour, but on 
leaving off bufinefs, or fome great revolution of 
their life.*' — Dr. Watfon faid, the hall was as a 

kitchen^ 

• Dr. Johnfon ufed to praftice this himfelf very ranch. 
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kitchen, "in old fquires* houfes. — ^Johnf&n. ^ No, 
fir. The hall was for great 'OGcafions, :and never 
was ufed for domcftick refeftion/*-— ,Wc t)alked of 
the Union,^ and What inoney it iiad bnought into 
Scotland.' Dr. Watfoft obferved^ ^hat a little 
money formerly went as far as a greatfdealinow;- — 
Johnfon. " In fpeculation, it fecn^nfaat'a^ifmdlcr 
quantity of morieyi equaUin'valueto a larger quan- 
tity, if equally dividaJ, ifhould pro4uce; the fknqc 
eBfeft. But it is nor fo "in reality^ . Many more 
conveniences and elegancies are enjoyed where 
money is plentiful, thati' where it is fcafee. , Per- 
haps a • great familiarity' with it, whicsh rarifes from 
plenty, makes usmoreeafily part with 5t." 

After what Dr. Johrifen had faid of: St. An^*^ 
drews, which he had long wlflied to {tt^ as our 
oldeftufliv^fityv and the feat of oiir/Pfimate.in the 
days of epifcopacyi I cto .fay. litric.i iSiiice the 
puUicatioii of Dr. Johtribn^s booky : I . find that he 
has befen ^enfured forhiiot Sfeeirig ;hdre :the ancient 
chapel of ;Sr. i?»/^, a'ctridus pi^ce ijf-facred larchi- 
tefture. But this was witfier his fauknorimirid. 
We wefci both of us:«ablindantly<defiLrQus of furvey-^ 
Jrig fuch fort of antiqpities*: but- neither pf us knew 
of this:- hzm afr^td ihc' cenfure. mqfc fall on thofe 
who did not tell us "of.it; lA .every pjacei: where 
there" -is •any thing* worthy of/ obfecv&tkai,. there 
fiiould fee a fhbift primed diteftory for ftrafagors', fucK 
all *rcf firtd in all the towns of Italy,* and in fonic (^ 
the towns in Englabd. I was told that there is a 
manufcript acdouiit of St. Andrejw^ by Martin, 
fterot'ary td Archbiihop Sjiarp; and that one Doug- 
las has publiihed a:£fnall account df \u I i;iquir»l 
at d bookfeller's, bqt could not get it. Dr. John^- 

£ ' ^ fon's 



50 JOURKAL OF A TOtlR 

fon's veneration for the Hierafchy isi well ^knowtf/ 
TfacreSrnq wonder then^ that he w^s affefted with 
a ftfcri^.indignattQny while Jte beheld the ruins of 
religisitojBta^nificence; I.bappbned to aflc where 
John Knox : wa? buried. Dr. Joh^fon borft oup, 
^^ I hofle ip the high- way* - I have been looking 
at his !refomkttons»'' 

- It was a very fine day. Dr. Johi^ibn feemed 

qtiitb witiapt u^ in the ^Gdnttoiplation of the fcenes 

i?hich wd-e now prcfentedtohiin. He ktpt hrs htit 

©ff White lie was upon aoy pj^rt of the ground vc^c 

the tathedral hid ffcood. H^ faid well, tha? " K:noK 

hadTet on a ibob, withbiit knowing w|iere jtA^puld 

end ; arid that difiering [from a man in dodrii^e was 

•no rea^^n ^h^ yo^ fhonld pull his hcufe abot^ his 

rars/*. ,^As .we walked in the cloifters, there was ^ 

folenin^echo, N^hilc he tlaiked loudly of a rprcgier 

ittirBineat from the World. Mr. Nalri|eifoi4 Jip 

hkd ah incHn&tioh to ritire. I called Dr. Johfiff^'^ 

attentbtt itothisy thatl might hdar hisx^iniofi if k 

•was i\^t>^^J^oimJbn. *' Ytst^ when ibe *bas. done 

iis duty to fociety. In }geiieral, as evtfry i^an is 

-obli^d not only to "IcfvcGoD, but hi« Migfeboinr 

as liimfcifj'* he inuft fcbar has part in a6tive jiife ; yet 

jfliehe tare 'eJKcfepiaoflS- Tbofe who^are.c5cceedj[iigly 

dfcrdipulo©^ (which I do n6t''a|)proV©^ f^r, Jf%m «io 

iricnd'ta-icru^s,) and'find- their fcrupuleffity in- 

^infcijbte, fo that riicy a* i^wte inii'fee.d^kj and 

icnow not Jwhat tliey fliaH ^doy-^-or ihofe w|io ^%n- 

aiot refift^tem^a*?ons, anrffind^y tnbke ih«<3i^lves 

,wbpfe 'by; i^eiiig. in the '^orld, without m^i9% it 

■tetofe, sim.y tetire; i nefter i*ad of a bern?iic, boc 

fo imagiriation I kifs his iett ^ nievct ^fk monaftery^ 

4smt J.Gofild fall tai myidrfccs^ and kifs the^av^m?a?. 

c: :: . But 
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'fiat Ithinjs: putting young people there, who kn9w 
nothing of life, nothing of retirement, is danger 
rous and wicked. It. is a* faying as old as Hefiod, 

5Epyi w«», (1»XajIi jU5(r^», i^Jjf^c^tlf ^tfi'vtm ** 

Thai Is a very noSlc line: not that ' yotjng meft 
ftioiild not^prayi or dd men not give tounfel, but 
nliat-eVefiy'reafdn ofiifehas its proper duties. 1 
havc'tH6ught of retirittg^ and h^ve' talked of it 
to a"* fiidid • ^\it I find my vocation is father to 
'aftivc life.^ • 1 faid^ /vine young monks might be 
allowcdy to fhew that it is not' age alone that can 
retire to pious folitude ; but he thought this would 
•bnty/flieW that they could not refill tem^tition. * 

.He wanted to mount the fteeples, but it could 
not fee-done; There are no good infcfiptions here. 
Bad Rpmah charafters he naturally miftobk ifbr half 
MGothick; half Roman. One of the fteeples,^ which 
•he was' told was in danger, he wifhed not tp he 
taken down j* " for, 'feid he, it may fall'6n fdme of 
the poftcnty t)f Jbhh'Knox ; and no great hfatter !" 

— Dihrtei^ was menBclried. John/on. " Ay, ay j 

amidft ail tfiefe forrowfui fcenes, I have no objec- 
tion to;dinneh'* 

' We wciit arid looked ^t; the caftle, where Cardi- 
hd-Beatort was 'murdered, and then vifited Princi-* 
pal Murifon at his. college, where is a goad library- 
room r4nn[\the principal was abundantly vain of ir, 
fof heHTeficM/fai^ to Dr, Johnfon, *^ you have 
hot Tuch a one w England." 

'••^ ""' ''" '- E 2 • The 

s 

^ J Let yot(^3» (tsQ49> I n -cptynfel . iq?h engage | 
Prayer is the proper duty of old ag«. 



S2 JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

The profeflprs entertained us with a very good 

' dinner. Prefeht : . Murifon, ShaW, Cooke,, Hill, 
Haddo, Watfon, Flint, Brown, I obferved, that 
I wondered to fee .him eat fo well, after viewing fo 
many forrow/id fcenes of ruined religious magni- 
ficence. " Why, faid he, I am not forry, after 
jTeeing thcfe gentlemen ; for; they are. not forry/'—. 
Murifonf^id, .9II forrow was bad, as^ it.WJ^s mar- 
muring agaii^. the difpcnlatioiis of Providepce,— 

Johnfon. .",Sir, forrow .i^ inherent in huipanity. 
As you canaot judge tworapd two to be either. five, 
or three, but certainly fourj fo, when comparing a 

. wotfe prefent ftate with a better which is paft, you 

. cannot, but feel forrow. It is not cured by reafon,* 
but by the incurfipn of prefexit objects, which wear 
out the paft. You need not murmur,- thpugh you 
are ioxxy^'^—Murifan. *\But St. Paul fays, • I 

* have learnt, in whatever ftate I. am, theriewith to 

* be content," — Jahnfon. " Sir, that relates to 
riches and |)Gycrty; for we fee St. Paul, when he 
hada thornin the flefli, prayed eameftly to have it 

tremovedj and then he could not be content**-*- 
Murifon, thus refuted, tried to be fmart, and 
i^rank to Dr. Johnfon,. " Long niay you ledure !** 
— Dr. Johnfon afterwards, fpeaking of his not 
drinking wine, iaid, *f The Doftor fpokc Q^JeSur- 
ing (looking to him), f give all thefe leftures on 



W4ter." 



He defended requiring fubfcription in thofe ad- 
mitted, to univerficies, thus: ** As all who come 
into the country muft obey th? king, io all who 
come into an univerfity,muft be of the church/* 

And here I muft do Dr. Johnfon the juftice to 
contradict a very abfurd and ill-natured ftory, as to 

what 
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Sffhat pafled at St* Andrews. It has beeh circulated, 
ihat, after grace was faid in Englilh, in the ufual 
manner, he with the greateft marks of .contempt, 
as if he had held it to be no grace in an univerfity, 
woulci not fit down till he had faid grace aloud in 
Latin, This would have been an infult indeed to the 
gentlemen who were entertaining us. But the truth 
was pretifely thus. In the courfe of converfation 
at dinner, Dr. Johnfon, in very good humour, 
faid, •*! fhould have expefled to have heard a 
Latin grace, among fo many learned men : we had 
always a Latin grace at Oxford. I believe I can 
repeat it." Which he did, as giving the learned 
men in one place a fpecimen of what was done by 
the learned men in another place. 

We went and faw the church, in which is Arch- 
bifliop Sharp's monument. I was ftruck with the 
iame kind of feelings with which the churches of 
Italy imprefled me. I was much pleafed, to fee 
Dr. Johnfon aftually in St. Androws, of which 
we had talked fo long. Profcffor Haddo was with 
us this afternoon, along with Dr. Watfon. We 
looked at St. Salvador's College. The rooms for 
ftudents feemed very commodious, and Dr. Johnfon 
faid, the chapel was the neateft place of worlliip he 
had feen. The key of the library could not be 
found -, for it feems Profeffor Hill, who was out 
of town, had taken it with him. Dr. John- 
fon told a joke he had heard of a monaftery 
abroad, where the key of the library could never be 
found. 

It was fomewhat difpiriting, to fee this -ancient 
archiepifcopal city now fadly deferted. Wc faw in 
one of its ftrcets a remarkable proof of liberal tole- 

E 3 ration i 
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ration i 4 nonJQring clergyma^ii ftrutting about in 
his canonicals, with a jolly countenance and at 
round belly j^ like a well-fed monk- 

We obfervcd two occupations united in tl^ femf 
perfottj who had hung ovit \yo fign-pofts, Upoa 
one was, " James Hood, White Iron Smith'*, (/. f 
Tin-plate Worker), Upon another^ *' The Artcrf 
Fencing taugHtj by James Hood/*-~Upon this 
laft were painted fome trees, and two tnen fencings 
oneof wh(»n had hit the other in the-^ye^ to fhe^ 
his great dexterity 5 fo that the art was ,w^l taifghL 
—Johnfan. •• Were I ftudying here^ T ihould g^ 
^nd take a leflbn. I remember Ub'p^^ in his boolj: 
on this ^rt, fays, ' the Scotch are very goo4 
fencers/* , 

We returned to the iqn, where we had been en- 
fertaimed at dinner, and -drank tea in company wiil^ 
fome of the Profeflbrs, of whofe civilities I beg 
leave to add my humble and very grateful ai^kf^w^ 
ledgement to the honourable teftimony of Dr. 
Johnfon, in his •* Journey.*' 

We talked of compofition^ which was % favourite 
topick of Dr, Watfon's, wlio firft diftingujfte^ 
himfelf by ledlures on rh€5orick.~7^if{/i« ♦^ I ad* 
yifed Cl^ambers, and would advife every young man 
beginning to compoft, to do it as faft a3 he can^ to 
' get a habit of having his mind to ftart promptly ; it 
is fo much more difficult to improve in fpecd than in 
accuracy.'*— /Fi?//2?». •* I own I ini for much at- 
tention tx) accuracy in compofing, left on? (hould 
get bad habits of doing it in a flovenly manner." — n 
Jof)nfon. • ** Why, fir, you are confounding doing 
ifiacctiratdy with the necejjity of doing inaccurately. 
^ mftfl knows when his compofuion is inaccurate, 

^<l4 
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and wh?n h^ ibinks fit WU corred it. But, if a 
man is accqftomed to cpqpipofe flowljr, and with 
4ij9|cuUy, upon all occafions^ there is danger that 
he may nqt cofppofe at ^li, as we, dp pot like to do 
that which is not done cafily; an4 at ^ny rate^ 
more time is^qnfumed in a.fmall matter than ought 
^o hcJ^'—ff^affon. '' Dr. Hugh Blair has tajccn a 
W«ek to (jqmpofe a kvwori.^'---^Jobnfin. " Then,* 
fir, that i^ for want of the habit of ccm^pofing' 
quickly, which I am infifting one fhould acquir^/^ 
-^-^fVatfon* ''Blair was not Compofing ^U the 
week, b^ only fuch hours as he found himielf clif^ . 
pofed for compofition." — ^Jpbnfon. " Nay, fif,. 
unlefs you tell me the time he took, you tell me 
nothing. If I lay I took a week to walk a mile, 
and have had the gout five days, and been iH other- 
wife another day, I have taken but one day. ^ I my* 
fclf have compofed about forty fermons. I have 
begun a fermon after dinner, and fent it off by the 
poft that night. I wrote forty-eight of the printed 
oAavo pages of the Life of Savage at a fitting ; but 
then I fat up all night. I have alfo written fix 
fbects' in a d;jy of tranflation from the French.**— 
Bofwell. " We have all obferved how one man 
drcfies himfelf flowly, and another fd&.^^^^Johnfon. 
^^ Yes, fir J it is wonderful how much time fotne 
people will confume indreflingi taking up a thing 
and looking -at it, and laying it down, and taking 
it up again. Every one (hould get the habit of do- 
ing it quickly. I would fay (o a young divine, 
* Here is your te|:t 5 let me fee how ibon you can 
make ^fermon.' Then Td fay, * Let me fee ow 
much better you can make it.' Thus I Ifeoyld fc« 
boxk his pQwer§ ^nd his judgement/- 

^^ ' We 
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We all went to t)r. Watfon's to fupper. Mifs 
Sharp, greatgrandchild of Arch bifliop Sharp, was 
there; as was Mr. Craigi the ingenioas architeft 
of the new^ town of Edinburgh, and nephew of 
.Thomfon, to whom Dr. Johnfon has fince done fo 
xnuchjuftice, in his " Lives of the Poets/* 

We talked of memory, and its various modes.— ^ 
Jobnjhn.' Memory, will play ft range tricks. One 
ibmetimes lofes a fingleword. I once Xo^fugaces 
in the Ode Poftbume^ Tofihume!^ I mentioned to 
him, that a worthy gentleman of my acquaintance 
aftually forgot his own mmc-^Johnfon, " Sir, that 
was a morbici oblivion.*' 

.^ . Friday^ 20th Auguft. 

-.Dr. Shaw, the profeflbr of divinity, breakfafted 
with us. I took out my " Ogden on Prayer," arid 
read fome of it to the company. Dr. Johnfon 
praifed hirti^ '^Abernethy, (faid he,) allows only 
of a phyfical ftficft of prayer upon the mind, which 
may fee produced many ways,, as well as by prayer ; 
fori itiftj^nce, by meditation. Ogden goes farther. 
In truth,, we have the confcnl of all nations for the 
efficacy of prayer, whether offered up by individu- 
als, or by aflemblies ; and Revelation has told us, 
it will be efftftual.'* — I fai,d, ** JLeechman feemcd 
to incline to Aberjiethy's do£trine." Dr. Watfon 
obferved, thajtXeechman n>eant to fhew,. that, even 
admitting no effcft to be produced by prayer, re- 
fpefting the Deity, it was ufeful to our own minds. 
He had given only a part of his fyftem : Dr. John- 
fon thought he fbould have given the whole. 

Dr, 
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Dr. Johnfon enforced the ft rift obfervance of 
Sund^. ** It fliould be different (he obferved) 
from another day. People may walk, but not 
throw ftones at birds. There may be relaxation, 
but there fliould be no levity.'* 

We went and faw Colonel Nairne's garden and 
grotto. Here was a fine old plane tree. Unluckily 
the colonel faid, there was but this and another 
large tree in the county. This aflertion was an ex*' 
cellent cue for Dr. Johnfon, who laughed enor- 
moufly, calling to me to hear it. He had expati- 
^ated to me on the nakedncfs of that part of Scot- 
land which he had feen. His " Journey" has beea 
violently abufed, for what he has faid upon this 
fubjeft. But let it be confidered, that, when Dr, 
Johnfon talks of trees, he means trees of good fize, 
fuch as he was accuftomed to fee in England ; and 
of thefe there are certainly very few upon the eaftern 
€oafi of Scotland. Befides, he faid, that he meant 
to give only a map of the road; and let any 
traveller obferve how many trees, which deferve thq; 
name, he can fee from the road from Berwick to 
Aberdeen. Had Dr. Johnfon faid, " there are no 
trees" upon this line, he would have faid what is 
colloquially true ; becaufe, by no trees, in common 
Ipeech, we mean few. When he is particular in 
counting, he may be attacked. I know not how 
Colonel Nairne came to fay there were but two 
large trees in the county of Fife. I did not per- 
ceivc that he fmiled. There are certainly not a 
great many ; but I could have fhewn him more 
than two at Balmuto^ from whence my anceftorg 
came, and which now' belongs to a branch of my 
family. 

The 



1 
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The grotto was, irtgenioufty conftru6bed* In the 
front of k were petrified (locks of fir, plane, and 
fomc ether tree. Dr. Johnfon faid, ** Scotland 
iias no right to boaft of this grotto ; it is owing to 
perfonal merit. I never denied perfonal merit ta 
many of you."— ProfcfTor Shaw faid to oic, as we 
walked, *• This is a wonderful man : he is maftcr 
of every fubjeft he handles.** — Dr. Watfon allowed 
him a very ftrong underftanding, but wondered at 
his total inattention to eftabliOaed manners^ as he 
came from London. 

I have not prefervcd, in my Journal, any of the 
converfation which pafled between Dr. Johnfon 
and Profeffor Shaw; but I recoiled Dr. Johnfon 
faid to me afterwards, *' I took much to Shaw.** 

We left St. Andrews about noon, and ibme 
miles from it obfcrving, at Leuchars^ a church with 
an old tower, we flopped to look at it. The manfi^ 
as the parP>nage-houfe is called in Scotland, was 
dofe by. I waited on the minifter, mentioned our 
names, and begged he would tell us what he knew 
about it. He was a very civil old man ; but could 
only inform us, that it was fuppofed to have ftood 
eight hundred years. He told us, there was a 
colony of Danes in his parifli ; that they liad landed 
at a remote period of time, and ftill remained a di- 
ftinft people. Dr. Johnfon flirewdly inquired 
whether they had brought women with them. We 
were not fatisfied as to this colony. 

We faw, this day, Dundee and Abcrbrothick, 
the laft of which Dr. Johnfon has celebrated in Jiis 
** Journey.** Upon the road we talked of the 
Roman Catholick faith. He mentioned (I. think) 
Tillotfon's argument againft tranfybftantiation ; 

*^ Th^5 
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^^ That we arc as furc wc fee bread and wine only, 
ias that we read in the Bible the text on which that 
falfe do&rine is founded* Wc have only the evi- 
dence of our fcnfes for both/' " If, (he added,) 
GpD had hever fpokeiv figuratively, we might hold 
that he fptaks literally, when he fays, * This is my 
body.'^-^BvfiveU ^' But what do you fay, fir, t6 
the ancient and continued tradition of the church 
iiifx>h this poifat ?'' — John/on. " Tradition, fir, ha6 
no place, where the Scriptures are plain ; and tra^* 
dition cannot perfuade a man ikito a belief of tran** 
fUbftantiation. Able men, indeed, have /r/i they 
|>elieved it." 

This is an awful fubjed. I did not then pre& 
Dh Johhfon iipon it; nor fiiall I now enter upon 
a difquifition concerning the import of thofe word^ 
uttered by our Saviour*, which had fuch an effeft 
^ipon many of his difciples, that they •« went back^ 
and walked no more with him/* The Catechifna 
^md f(^emn office for Communion, in the Church of 
^p^ngland, maintain a myfterious belief in more than 
^ mere commemoration of the death of Chrift, b^ 
-fKtrtaking of the elements of bread and wine* 

Dr. Johnfon put me in mind, that, at St. An«- 
drews, I had defended my profeflion very well> 
Tvhen the xjueftion had again beeil ftarced. Whether 
^ lawyer might honeftly engage with the firft fide 
5fhat offers him a fee. ** Sir, (faid I,) it was with 
^our arguments ag^inft Sir William Forbes : but 
}t was much that I could wield the arms of Goliah." 

He 

• ^en Jefusfaxd unto tbem, verify, verify^ Ifajj untoyout ^ctpt 
je eat theflejh $/ thifon of man t and drink kis bloody ye have m life 
in you. See St, John's Gofpcl, chap. yi. jjj. and following 
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He faidy our judges had not gone deep in the 
queftion concerning literary property, I mentioned 
Lord> Monboddo's opinion, that if a man> could get 
a work, by heart, he might print it^ as by fuch an 
aft the niind is exercifcd, — John/on. " No, fir; a 
man*s repeating it no more makes it his property, 
than a man may fell a cow which he drives home." 
—I faid, printing an abridgement of a work was 
allowed, which was only cutting the horns and tail 
off the cow. — Johnfon. "No, fir.; 'tis making 
the co\y have a calf," 

About eleven at night we arrived at Montrofe. 
We found but a forry inn, where I myfelf faw 
another waiter put a lump of fugar with his fingers 
into Dr. Johnfon's lemonade, for which he eallfed 
him " Rafcal !" It put me in great glee that our 
landlord was an Englifhman. I rallied the Doftor 
upon this, and he grew quiet. Both Sir- John Haw- 
kins's and Dr. Burney's Hiftory of Mufick had 
then been advertifed. I alked if this was not un- 
lucky : would not they hurt one another ? — Johnfon. 
" No, fir. They will do good to one another. 
Some will buy the one, fome the other, and com- 
pare them ; and fo a talk is made about a things 
and the books are fold." 

He was angry at me for propofing to carry 
lemons with us to Sky, that he might be fure to 
have his lemonade. " Sir, (faid he,) I do not wifti 
to be thought that feeble man who cannot do with- 
out any thing. Sir, it is very bad manners to carry 
provifions to any man's houfe, as if he could not 
entertain you. To an inferior, it is opprcflivci 
to a fuperior, it is infolent." 

Having taken the liberty, this evening,^ to re- 
mark 
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mark to Dr. . Johnfon, th^t he very, often fat quite 

, lilent for a long time, even when in coa)|)any;with 

only a (ingle friend, whicH I myfelf hacl fojtnetimei 

* fadly experienced, he fmiled .and faid,' *^ It is true, 
fir. Tom Tyers, (for fo- he familiarly called our 
ingenious friend,, who, fince his death, has,.paida 
biographical tribute to his "memory,) Tom Tyers 
defcribed me the beft* He once faid to me, * Sir, 
* you are like a ghoft : you never fpeak till fou are 
;; fpdken tbV* 

^ t: ^ Saturday J 2iji Juguft. 
„ Neither the .Rev. ]W[r. Ni(bet, the eftabliflied 
minifter, nor the Rev. Mr.-Spooner, the epifco- 
pal minifter, were in town. Before breakfaft, wc 
went and^-fawthe town-hall,, where is; a, good danc- 
ing-room, iand other rooms for tea-drinking. The 
appearance of the town; from it is very-^welli but 

* many of the houfes are built with their ends to the 
llreet, whichj looks awkward. When w^ came down 
frem it, I iifpt Mr. Gleg, a, merchant here. He went 
with us to fee the Englilh cljiapel. It is fituated on a ' 
pretty dry.fpot^ and there is- a fine walk to it. It is 
really an elegant building, both within and without. 
The organ .is adorned with green and gold. ,_Dr. 
Johnfon gave a Ihilling extraordinary to the clerk, 
faying, "He belongs to an honeft church." I put 
him in mind, that epifcopals were but diffinters here ; 
th6y were only tolerated. '*5ir, (faid he,) we are 
here, as Chriftians in Turkey." — He afterwards 
went.in^o.^ apothecary's fhop, and ordered fome 
medicine for himfelf, and wrote the prefcription in 
technical characters. The boy took him for a 
phyfician. ' .1 

* Tliis defeription of Dr. Jobnrony appears to have been borrowed 
from Tom Jones, Book XI. chap. ii. «* The other, who like aghod, 
only wanted to be fpoke to, readxiy aafweredi" &c. 
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I doubted much which road to take, whqthcff' 
to go by the coaft, or by Lawrence Kirk and 
Monboddo* I kne>y J^ord Monboddo and Dr* 
Johnfpn did not love each other : yet I was unwilj-* 
ing not to vifit his lordlhip j and was alfo curious 

■ to fee them together *. I meritioijied my doubts 50 
Dr. Johnfort, who fai^, be would go two mil)^ out 

• of his way to fee Lord Monboddo. I therefore 
fcnt Jofeph forward, with the foHo\yji!ig note. 

*' My dear Lord^ Mmtrofe^ 21 Au^uji, 

'" THUS far I am come with Mr. Samuei John- 
fon. We muft be at Aberdeen to-night. I know 
- you ^ not admire 4iim fo mne^i as I d®j but I can- 
iKKlDein this country withbut ' makfhg you a bow 
at your old place, as I do not know If I^may again 
have an opportunity afHfceifjgMonboddd fieffdcSj 
Mr. Johnfon fays, he ^ould go two miles out of' 
his way to fee Lord Monboddo. I "have fent for- 
ward my fervant, that we may know if yoHr lord- 
lhip be at hoitie. I am ever, my dear lord, 
" Moft fincerely yours, 

" James Boswell.** 
' As we travelled onwards from Moncrofc, we had 
♦the Grampion hilk in our view, and fome good 
•laHd around us, but void of trees and hedges. Dr. 
Johnfon has faid ludicroufly, in his **Journe7,** 
that the ^^rf^^j vfctt o( fton^ i for, inftead of the 

verdant 

• There >«rerc feveral points of fimilarity between them ) learnings 
charnefs of head, prectfionof fpeech,anda love of r«fearcb^>iinia- 
py fubjeds which people in .general do not inre^igMe. -Foo^ 
paid Lord Monboddo the compliment of faying, that he #aa^ '< jifk 
Elzevir edition of Johnfon." 

It has been (bre^diy obferved that Foote muft hAvefbcanta 
4iininutive> or pocht edition* 
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^^erdmt <fer» ta refrefh the eye, wc found the banc 
wall or dike interfefting the Profpcft. He ob-t 
lerved) thA k was wanderfcil to fee a country fo 
divteftecU fb denuded of trees. 

We fti^ped at Lawrence Kirk, where our great 
Gramnf)artan» Ruddima^b was once fchoolmafter* 
Wc re^Jeflffi^lly ren>eflTbered that excellent man and 
eminent fdiolar, by whofe labours a knowledge of 
the Latin IShguage will be prefervedin Sco'tland, if 
it&ail bcpHeferved at aU. Lord Gardenfton, one 
of xMir judges, coUeded mon^ to raife a monu* 
mdnt to him at thi$ place, which I hope will be 
-^di executed. I know my father gave five gui- 
neas towards it. Lord Gardcufton is the proprietcir 
-of LatirenCe Kirk, and has encouraged the buildifig 
of a manwfeft'aring village, of which he is exceed- 
iogly fond, ind has Written a pamphlet upon it^ 
as if he had founded Thebes; in* which, however 
ihere ate nueny ufeful precepts ftrongly exprefled* 
TThe village feemed to be irregularly built, fome of 
•the houffes being of clay, fome of brick, and fomc 
of" brick ^nd ftone. Dr. Johnfon obferved, they 
hatched wejfl here. 

I was ;a little acquainted with Mr. Forbes, the 
•fftinifter of the parifli. I fent to inform him that 
^a gicfideman^ deiired to fee him. He returned for 
iatifwer, "that he would not come to a ftranger.** 
?I then gave my name, and he came. I remonftrated 
-ce htm for not coming to a ftranger ; and, by pre* 
ifeitting him to Dr. Johnfon, proved to himwhata 
ftranger might fometimes be. I lis Bible inculcates 
:^^ '-he not- forgetful to entertain ftrangers," and 
mentions the fame motive* He defended himfelf 
liy faying, ** He had once come to a ftranger who 

fern 
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fent for him -, and he found him * a Unk worth 
^erfonr 

Dr. Johnfon infifted on ftoppng at the irirt, as 
I told him that Lord Gardenfton had furnifhed it 
with a collcftion of bo^ks, that travellers might 
have entertainment ifor the mind, as well as the 
body. He praifed the defign, but wi(bed there 
had been more books, andthofe better chofen. 

About a mile from Monboddo, wheVe you turn 
off the road, Jofeph was \s%iting to tell us my lord 
cxpefted us to dinner. We drove over a wild moor; 
It rained, and the fcene was fomewhat dreary. Dr. 
Johnfon repeated, with folemncmphalis, Macbeth's 
fpeech on meeting the witches. As we travelled on, 
he told me, " Sir, you got into our club' by doing 
what a man can do*. Several of the members 
wifhed to keep you out. Burke told me, he doubted 
If you were fit for it : b6t, now you are in, none 
of them are forry. Burke fays, tbat you. have lb 
much good humour naturally, it is fcarce a virtue.** 
— Bofwell. *' They were afraid of you,- fir, as it 
was you who propofed me." — Johnfon. *' Sir, 
they knew, that if they refufed you, they'd probs^ 
bly never have got in another. Pd have kept them 
all out. Beauclerk was very earneft for you."— 
Bofwell. " Beauclerk has a keennefs of mind which 
is very uncommon." — Johnfon. *' Yes, fir ^ and 
every thing comes from him fo eafily. It appears 
to me that 1 labour, when I fay a good thing."-— 
Bofwdl. "You ar,e loud, firj but it is not an effort 
ofm'nd," 

Monboddo 

* This, I find, is confidered as obfctire. I fuppofe Dr. fohnfott 
meant,^ that I afHduoufly and earneftly recommended myfelf to ibme 
of the members, as in a canvafs for an eleflion into parliament* 



TO THE HEBRIDES. 65 

Monboddois a wretched place, wild and naked, 
With a poor old houfc; though, if I recolle£t, 
right, there are two turrets which mark an old 
baron's refidence. Lord Monboddo received us at 
his gate moft courteoufly ; pointed to the Douglas 
arms upon his houfe, and told us that his great- . 
grandmother was of that family. « In fuch houfeS 
(faid he,) our anceftors lived, who were tetter • 
mca than we." — " No, no, my lord (faid Dr. John- 
fon). We are as ftrong as they, and a great deal - 
wifer»" — This was an afiault upon one of Lord 
Monboddo's capital dogmas, and I was afraid there 
would have been a violent altercation, in the very 
clofe, before we got into the houfe. But his lord- 
fhip is diftinguifhed not only for " ancient metaphy* 
iicks," but for ancient folitejje^ •* la vieilte couty^ 
and he made no reply. 

His lordfhip was dreft in a ruftick fuit, and wore 
* a little round hat; he told us, we now faw him a^ ' 
^Farmer Burnet^ and we (hould have his family din- 
ner, a farmer's dinner. He faid, " I fliould not 
have forgiven Mr. Bofwell, had he not brought you 
here. Dr. Johnfon.'* He produced a very long 
ftalk of corn, as a fpecimen of his crop, and /aid, 
*'You fee here the Utas fegetes :^^ he added, that 
Virgil feemed to be as enthufiaftick a farmer as he, 
and was certainly a practical one. — John/on. *' It 
does not always follow, my lord, that a man who 
has written a good poem on an art, has praftifed 
it. Philip Miller told me, that in Philips's Cyder^ 
^ poem, all the precepts were juft, and indeed ^ 
better than in books written for the purpofe o£ 
inftruding ; yet Philips had never made cyder/* 

F Iftartcd 
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i Parted the fubjeft df emigration. — Jahnfm. 
" To a matt of mere animal life, ^ou cair urge no 
argument againft going to America, birr that k 
v^ill be fome time before he will get the earth to 
produce. But a man of aftiy inteUeftuat enjoyment 
win not cafity go and imnfierfe himfelf ami his 
polterity for agesin barbatifm/* 

Kfc and my lord fpdke highly of Hiriier.-— « 
John/on. *^He had al! the learning of hisr age. 
The fliield of Achilles fhews a nation rn- war, a 
nation in peace •, harveft fpdrt, nay fteaKng*.**— 
.Monioddo. ^* Ay, and What we (looking to me) 
w6uld call a paflianfienr-houfe fcene*, a. caufe 
pleaded.'* — Johnfon ** That is part of the life of 
a. nation in peace. And there are in Hdmet fuch 
chiraders of heroes, aftd combinations of qualities 
of heroes, that the united powers of mankind ever 
fihce have not produced any biit what are to be. 
foiind thtxt.^^'-^Montoddo. " Yet no charafter is ' 
defcribed.** — Johnfon. " Noj they all developc 
ifiemfelves. Agamemnon* is always a gentleman- 
like charadier ; he has al^^aysBiao- iAjxov rw That 
the ancients held fo, is plain from this -, that Euri- 
pedes, in his Hecuba^ makes him the perfon to 

inter- 

:^ My note of tfils \% mUch too Aort. tresis eje tahofOy obfcurus 
Jio, Yet al 1 have refolved that the <vefy Journal ^hicb Dr. Johnfon 
nadf (hall be prefented tb thepublick, I will not expand the text in 
zitj confiderable degree, though I maiy oecafionatly ftfpply a word to 
Complete the Uttifk^ as t fill up tlie blanks of. abbreviation in the writ* 
jn|;i neither ofwhicb can.be faid to change the genuine Journal. One 
of the beft criticks of otrr age conje^uriss that the imperfeft pafTage 
lib'ove has probably befcn as foHovrs : ** In his book we have an ac- 
curate diil^tay hit, dation in war, and a nation in peaces the peafant 
is^'cielineslted as truly as the general i nay, even barveft- fport, and th# 
modes of ancient theft are defaribed.** 
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\nmpoft*. "r-^Monhoddo. ** THe hiliorv of m^n- 
tiers IS the ntoft vialuable. I never fee a high value oii 
anv other hiftory.^— J^i&;^«, "Nor I| and toere- 
fore I eftieem biographjr, as giving us \yhat; comes 
hear to our|cfves. whkt we ban tiirh to ukJ'^—B^welL 
" But in the cojirfe of general hiftory, \Ve find aian- 
hers^ tii Wars; vire fee* thfe difpofitions of people^^ 
their cl^gree^ of humanity, and' other particulars." 
h-Joh^m. " T?sj but theii you niuft ta][ce aif the 
fkfts to giet this 5 irid it is but a little you get."-— 
Monboiad. ** Arid it is that little which makes Thiftb- . 
t-y valuable. -f^Bravp 1 thought I ; they agrpp like 
two hvoi\ier^.^Mpnboddo. " 1 a;n forry, Dr. John- 
fon^ ydii were nojC longer at Edinburgh, jco receive 
the homage cff our men of learning.** — "Johnfon. 
^' My Idrdi I received great refpedV and great kind- 
m(s.^^'--'Bofw(lL ** He goes back to Edinburgh 
after pur tour."-^We talked of the decreafe of 
Icarnii^ i^ Scotland, and of the Mufes' Welcome/*" 
y^JobH/bn. " jLearhing is much decreafed in Eng- 
land, in my rc^ifp[\hrit^c(^.^*r:-Monioddo. ** T^.V> 
fir, hasVe liyed to fe? its decreafe in England, I its 
extinftion in Scotland/* However, 1 brought hirn 
to confef? that^he High School of Edinburgh di^ 
yfd\.— John/on. *' Learning has decreafed in Eng- 
land, becaiife learning will pot do fo much for a 
^aa as forftjqrly. Ther^ are other ways of geJEf ing 

Fa preftrment. 

* Dr. johnfon modeftly faid, he had not read Homer Co much as 
-he wifhed he had done. But this convetfation fhews how well he was 
acquainted with tjie Moeonian bard ; and he has (hewn it fttil more 
in his criticifni upon Pope*8 Homer, in his Life of that Poet. My 
excellent friend, Mr. Langton, told me, he was once prefentat adif* 
pute between Pr. Johqfon and Mr. Bur)ce, on the comparative meritt 
^f Homer and Virgil, which was carried ort with extraordinary abili- 
ties on both fides. Dr. Jqhnfon maintained the fupcriority of Homer. 
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preferment. Few biftiops are now made for their 
learning. To be a bifliop, a man muft be learned 
in a learned age,—* fadious in a faftious age •, but 
always of emineilce. Warburton is an exception y 
though his learning alone did not raife him. He 
was firft an antagonift to Pope, and helped Theo- 
bald to publifli his Shakfpeare j but, feeing Pope 
the rifing man^ — when Croufaz attacked his * Effay 
on Man,' for fome faults which it has, and fome 
which it has not, Warburton defended it in the 
Review of that time. This brought him acquainted 
with Pope, and he gained his friendlhip. Pope 
introduced him to Allen, Allen married him to_ his 
niece: fo, by Allen's intereft and his own, he Was 
made a biftiop. But then his learning was ihcjine 
qua non : He knew how to mal<e the moft of it j but 
I do not find by any difhoneft means."— *ikfo»Wi^. 
f He is a great man.'^ — Johnfon. " Yes ; he has 
great knowledge, — great power of miiid. Hardly 
any man brings greater variety of learning to bear 
upon his point." — Monhoddo* ** He is one of the 
greateft lights of your church." — Johnfon. " Why, 
we are not fo fure of his being very friendly to us. 
He blazes, if you will, but that is not always the 
fteadiefl: light. — Lowth is another bifliop who has 
rifgn by his learning,*' 

Dr. Johnfon examined young Arthur, Lord 

" Monboddo's ion, in Latin. He anfwered very well ; 

upon which he faid, with complacency, " Get you 

gone ! When King James comes back *, you ihaU 

be in the ' Mufes* Welcome 1" — ^My lord- and Dr. 

Johnfon 

• 1 find, fome doubt has been cntertamcd conceFning Dr. John- 
ron'jt meaning herc^ It is to be fappof«ril that he mtant, <« whcft % 
king (hall again be entertained in Scotlawd.V 
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Johnfon difputcd a little, whether the Savage or the ' 
London Shopkeeper had the belt cxiftence; his 
lordfliip, as ufual, prefjerripg the Savage. — My 
lord was extremely hofpitable, and I faw both Dr. 
Johnfon and him liking each, other better every 
hour. : " V 

Dr. Johnfon having retired for a (hort time, his 
lordlhip fpoke of his cpnverfetion as I could have 
wifhed. Dr. Jo^infon had faid, " I have done 
greater feats with my knife than this •/* though hel 
had 'eaten a' very hearty dinner. — My 'lord,- who 
afFcfts' or' believes he follows an abftemious fyftem,' 
feemed ftruck with Dr. Johnfoa's manner of living. 
I had a particular fatisfaftion in being* under the 
roof of Mbnboddo, my lord being my father's old 
friend, and having been always very good to me. ' 
We were cordial: together. He aflced Dr. Johnfon 
and me to'ftay ail night. 'When I faid yft muft be 
at Aberdeen, he replied, « Well, I am like the 
Romans : I fliall f^y to jrou, < Happy to come ; — . 
< Happy to depart !*' He thinked Dr. Johnfon for 
his vAu'-^Johnfon. ** I little thought, when I had 
the honour to meet your lordlhip in London, that 
I fhould fee you at Monboddo.** After dinner, zi 
the ladies 'Were going aw^y. Dr. Johnfon would 
ftatid up; He infifted thgt politenefs was of great 
confcquence m fociety; * « It is, (faid he,) fifti- 
tious benevolence. It fupplies the place of it amongft 
th'ofc wha fee each other only in pubJick, or but 
little. •Depend upon' it,' the want of it never iails 
to produce fomething difagrceable to one or othei-. 
I have always applied to good breeding, what Ad. 
difon in his Cato ftiys of honour : 

" JIonour*s,afacred tie ; the law of Kings ; 
,** 1rfic noble naind's diftingui(hing pcrfeftion, 
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** tliatVids aiid'ftrengtfiens Virtue VvHefc It ineeisTier^ 
«* And imitates Her adlions where ffie is iot.*' 

,When he took up his lajrge oak lticlc,/Kc?aj(J^ 
** My lord, thaVs Homrtck ;** thus plcafantly allud- 
ing to his lordfhip^s favourite writer. 
. Gory, my lord's black fctyant, w^$ fent a$ oiii: 
guide, to conduft us to the high road. The circum- 
ftahce of each ftf tlicir^ baying a black fcrvant was 
another^ point of 'firnUarity between Johnfon and 
Monbqddo. I bblerved how curious it was to fee 
an African in the north pf i^cotland^ with, little oti 
no diflPererice of manners from thofc of the natives. 
Pr. J onhfoii lau^heci to fee Gory and Joreph riding 
together moft cordially, *' Thc^fe two fellows, (faid 
^e,) one. frorti. Afriqa^ tli<j other from ^oheipia». 
ieem ijuiie at )bibme."--He was muchpjeafecl.witlj 
l!iOrd Mpnboddo to-day. ^efaid^ he wpujd hayq 
pardoned him for a fc^i parado^^es, when^he ifound 
he had fo'iiiqch that wa$ gppd ; but thsfy .frqqi his 
appearance in Lbndbq, he thought him all paradox ^ 
which would not do. He pbferyed, tjiat feislord* 
fhip' had 'talked no- paradoxes jo-day^^ . f* A"^^ 



Uiopkeeperir* ~tie haa faid to mylor^ ui Qpppfiti^ „ 
|o the valiie; pf ihg/lay^geV courag/ey tjis^^Jt, was • 
owihg^ to , his liihrted power of thinkings and rc-r 
peated jPopej^^ verfes," in ^hich ^* Macedonians nia^* 
man" is Tntroduced, and the conclufion is* 

■ *' .Yet ne'er iopks forward farther th^fl'his liofe.'^ ' 

I objefted to the laft^-phr^fe, ^Mng^^W.-^f 
Jim. '* Sir, ^itisf'irittndbd ;q be* iQwr'it^is^ 
Th? C3^pr?aiofli^ 'debafed,' to cicbafe tiie^thara<J!er>V 

';■"■■■' ' When 
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When Gory was about to part from us, Dr^ 
Johnfon called toJikn, "'Mr. Gory, give me leave 
to afkyou a queftion ! are you baptifcd^'* Gory 
told him he was, — and confirmed by -the Biflbop of 
Durham. He then g^v« him a fiuUing. 

We had tedious driving this afternoon, ^mdwere 
fomewhat drowfy. Laft night 1 ^ras ^frajd >Dr. 
Johnfon ^as beginning to -faint in hisrefolution ; for 
^hefaid, " If A^e inuft nde much, we {hall Aot gO| 
and fherc^5 an end on't/*— To-day, when he talked 
of Sky witWpirH, I &id^ >* Why, fir,.you ftemcdjto 
meke defpond y^epday. You are a delkaie Lon-^ 
<iofler; — you ape z macq^roni; jrou caift rTide." 
JfilsT^on. '^' 'Sir, • I fcall ride better than you. 1 was 
«ffly afraid I 'fhould not find a horfe able to cairy 
mei'*— ^I .hoped then thepe would -be ho fear of 
•getting through our wild Tour, 

'We came to Aberd^n at half anhour paft eleven, 
The'New inn, we were told, was full. This was 
comfortlefs* The .waicer, ^however, alfced jf Me of 
our names was Bofwell, and brought n>e a letter 
ieft at the inn 2 it was from Mr. Xhrale, enelofing 
one to Dr. Johnfon. Finding 3^ho I was, we wiere 
told they -would GOTitriA^to^odge us by-pucting 4)s 
for a flight into a room with^two beds, ^he waher 
'laid' ta me in the^broad ftrong Abepdcenflhire dial^^ 
•*' I thought r jcnew you, by your Ukeniis to your 
father,**— ^My father puts up at the^New-Inn, when 
on^ his circuit. Little was faid tOr flight. I was 4o 
mieep in i, Jittle prefs-bied 4n ^Dr. johafon's room. 
I ihad4t wheeled out into^che>dining->Pdom, and^therc 
|lay wry well. 



^ JOURNAI. OF A T(5nJR 

Icdinfm rdcdved his old friend Sir.Ale3iftmicri 9 
«jgemteman ^f gJDod fosnily^ Lijmsre^ ibut who ln^^ 
not the eftate. The Kbg'iiColisgPriicie tn^fhim 
-Prafeffor of Medicine, iv^hitii affords him ^ d^eo^t 
iftlbfiftefTce, He told qs that the valtoe of the ftock- 
<^ings€Ssportedfrom Aiaerdconwirt, ip .peace, ja»h»r>- 
ijdred thoufiind paimds;:jand amDunted, in ;tinfie pf 
-war^ .tDOAe hundred ^smd'&veaty.'t^ |>oiip<d$« 

(DiTr Jbhnibn ^fked, Wha^. mkk thsi 4iff9reni(3ec? 
Here we had a proof of the comparative fagaci^y •«£ 
^the two pTofeflbcs. :Stf rAkxandii'anfwered, f/Be*- 
ijcadfe' there is i*>ere iTascc^fion ^r Jthcm in m%X^* 
rpitofej^or Thomas^Gon^n anriwred,.^^lBec9ulc:)die 
^!Beto>^1lfi^,^ ^ho jire^bur^gfcatthcals inrtlic manj^»- 
-fure of fftockings, arc ^ oiihemafcocmpkiyed ip time 
Acf'^jrar." — J^imfm. *' §ir> fyiw I have given ia^vfqy 
good folmion.^ t - ' - ^ ' '' 

At dinner. Dr. JoJwifftn.r96e,fev«al:platc-.fi|ils of 
;Sca^l>(t^rptl)^ .^ith: fearAfyianAi3teas.in.it, ^ndJfiKW- 
cd very fond of the djihr I iai4> ." You never ;aj:(? |t 
,b^fftfe^'— :7^#>^r .:*f ^<>^ fir,^: biuM. don't care 
rliaw ibon.I eatat^a^'V-My^CQwfi 
4f^p^€^]y of fevc^n^f^y.c^as ^mar^if jd ,to Mr. Jli^- 
wch^ ; one ^f jther^oi^ftens of ,,the .Englife cb^p^I 
fJ^Ke. ' Jie- was ,i||, wjd^confiaed |tb jw^f . ro(?m ; ?bi^t 
rllnerfei^it i]s;a kiiidrif^yiuii^ jtOrXea^^ .which we a}| 
accepted, ^fec/wasthf^rfame-jiycly, fcn^]e|^ cheer- 
ful- Oilman, as ever. Dr.Johnfqn here thrt^wout 
fome jokes againft Scotland. He faid, " Yoivgq 
•firftuo Aberdeen.;, then ^to Enhu, (the. Scottifli, pro- 
nunciation of Edinbu^h)^ then-toJ^ewcaiUcsCQ 
be polifhed by the cbHiers; thcnfoYotk j/ihen to 
London/' , And he kid hold of a little g}rl, .Stpart 
Dallas, *?nicee, to Mr5« ^Riddoch, .and^-jr^prefenting 
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fiimfelf as a grant, faid,' he wduld take hcri;eith him-! 
tdlm^^hcr, in a holldw ^oice, that he lived in ^ 
pave, -and fiad 'a -bed in 'thfe rock, and Ihe 'fliould 
h^ve u little bed cm'oppdRit to it ! 

•Me thtjs treated the 'poiht, as to prefcription of 
hmrder in'Scbtland. ^* A jury in England would 
ixi^ke dllo<7ittce fdr d6Sciencies of ^evidence, on 
atddunt cff Hkpfe of time : but a gefiefal rule that a 
fiHme'flio'ul&'notbe puniflicd; or tried fdr the pur- 
p6fe'of*|hinifhmertt, after twenty years, is bad: It 
is'-cfaht'to'tiilk''of the King's advocate ddaying a 
profecutloh from Hi.aiicfe, liow trtlikcly is it the 
iCtng's advocate (hduTd *have malice againft perfons 
T^o^Jdoimmit iburfler, or-feduld even 'know them at 
all. -^If the fon' of the^ murdered man Ihouldkill 
|he murderer who got off merely by prefcription,"! 
^ouH help him to niake hfs fefcape ;' though, were 
I Updn his jufy, I Would ndtattjuit him. I would 
htit^advife him to • cdttimit fddh' an aft. Oh'thfc 
ionftpary, r would bid him lUbtriif to^the determina- 
tibn'of 'fociety, 'becatrfe a man is btiuHd to fubmit 
io'tihe ihtbnveniehCes'^df it, *as* he* Enjoys* the gdod: 
l4lit ihe fdung m^n, though politically \m>nrg, 
Would' not be mdrally wrbng. He -would have to 
fay, ^*^Here I am'amongft: bdi-barians,' who not only 
l^^fufe to do juftice, *but etwbufa'ge 'the greateft of 
yi critaes. I'ahl therefore in a 'ft ate 6f nature: for, 
Ib^ar'as'there is'nd law, 'it ii a iVate of natufe : and 
corifelt^i^tetly, upon the Irftsmkl and imimatable- law 
t>fjUf(ite,^^hich requires that he 'Who (beds man*5 
fflood fhould have his blood fhed, I will ftab the 
ttiiSrdefer of my father/* 

Wc went to our inn, andrfkt qfuicdy* Dr» John- 
fen ^borrowed, at Mr. 'Ridddeh*s, a • Vblurhe of 
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MaJ/illon's Dikouvks on the Pfalms: but I found 
he read little in it. Ogden too he fometimes took 
up, and glanced at •, ' but threw it down again. I 
then entered upon religious convcrfation. Never 
■did I fee him in a better frame : calm, gentle, wife, 
holy.— I faidj " . Would not the fame objection 
hold againft the Trinity as againft Tranfuh- 
ftantiation ?" — " Yes^ (faid he,) if .you take three 
and one inthe.famefenfe. • If you do.Toj tO:be furc 
you. cannot believe it: but the three .perfons in the 
.Godhead a^r^ Three in oqe.fenfe, and Ooeia another. 
We cannot tell .how ;. and th?it is the triyftery !" 
.. . I i^pke of . the fatisfaftion of thrift. He faid his 
notion >vas, tjia,t it did not.atone for.the fins, of the 
world ^ but^^^by facisfying djyincjuftice, by ftiew- * 
ing that/nq lefs than the Son , of God fuiSered for 
fin, it/ii>ewiqd tb.rnen and. innumerable ,ci:eat^ be-^ 
iDgs,'the heinoufnefs of it, , and therefore rendered 
it' unnjsceflary %,divine::!i^geance io be.exencifed 
againft jSnacrs, as it. otherwife mull have>been V that 
jnthi^ wayirpiightpper^te;^^^ 
who |iad never heard of it; as to thofe who did hear 
of it^' the, effeift it {houfd produce would be repen- 
tance and piety, by impreffing upon the mind aji^ft 
notion of fin: that original fin was fhe propcnfity 
to evil, which no doubt was. oqcafioned; by the fall. 
/He prefented this folemn fubjeia: in a new light to 
me*,, and rendered .much more, rationat.and clear 
the (Joi^rine of what pgr Saviour has done. for us ;•— . 
as it. removed the. notion of imputed rightooufnefs 
. . ^_, . . ^ . ;.: : , • • • . ^. \Wl 

• My worthy, intelligent, and candid friend. Dr. Kippii, niform« 
me, that feveral divines have thus explained the'mediation of our 
Saviour.- 'What Dr. 7ohnfonn6w delivered, was b^Ht a' temporary 
opimottj.for he afterwardl;wa^ fully convinced^crftho propituaory 
Sacrifice, as I ftiall ihew at large in my future work/ The hfji OF 
6AMUU, Johnson, X. L. D. . 
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lA co-operating -, whereas by this view, Chrift has 
done all already that he had to' do, or is ever to do, 
for mankind, by making his great fatisTadion ; the 
confeqiiences of which will affeft each individual ' 
accordirig to the particular conduft of each. I 
would illuftrate this by faying, that Chrift's fatis- 
faftion-refembles a fun placed to fhew light to men, 
fo that it depends upon themfelves whether they 
will walk the right way or not, which they cduld 
not have done without that fun, " fbe fun of 
righttoufnefs!^ There is, however, more in it .than 
merely giving light,-^^^ It^ht fo lighten the Gentiles r 
for we are told, there is healing under his wings* 
Dr. Johnfoii faid to mc, " Richard Baxter com- 
mends a treatife by Grotius, T>e SatisfaSlione - 
Chrijti. I have never read it : bur F intend to read 
it; and you may read it," I remarked, Upon the, 
prkiciple now laid down, we might explain the 
difficult and feeminglyhard text,. " They that be- 
lieve (hall be faved ; and they that believe not fhall 
be damned :" They that believe ftiall have fuch an 
impreffion made upon their minds, as will make 
them a6t fo that they may be accepted by Gop. 

We talked of one of our friends taking ill, for 
a length of time, a hafty expreffion of Dr. John-* 
fon's fo him, on his attempting td profecute a fub- 
jeft that had a reference to religionj, beyond the 
bounds within which the ,Do6tor thqught fuch 
topicks fliould be confined in ^ mixed company,—- 
John/on. " What is to become of fociety, if a 
friendfliip of twenty years is to be broken off for fuch 
a caufe ?'* As B«ctSn fays, i/uy^/^c^^^x^ l/Vu^(f%/\,^ 

" Who then to frail mortality (hall truH, 

•* But limns the water> or but writes induft/* 

I faid^ 

3 ^ . 
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I faid, he (hould Write exprefsly in fupport or 
Chriftianity ^ fpr that^ although a fevfereiice for it 
0iines 'through his works in fevers^l places, that isi 
not enough. " You knpw^ (faid I,) what Gfrotius 
has done, and what Addifon has done— -Yptt 
fiiQuld do alfa"— He replied, •* I'hepc ^fi^all•" ' 

Principal Campbell, Sir Alexander Gor<!piii 
Frofeflbr Qordon, and ProfeiTQir Rofs, vi^ed us 
in the morning, as did Dr. Gerard, whp had copic 
fix mile$ from the country on ptirpofe. We ^nt 
and fgw the Marifchal College ^, and a|; one o'clock 
Hit waited on the m^iftrajp^s in the town hall, ^| 
they bad invited us in order tp prcfent Dr. Jphnfor? 
wilK the freedom of the town, which Provoft Jopp 
did with a very good grace. Dr. Johnfon was 
much pleafed with this m^x]^ of att;ention, and re-r 
ccived it very politely. There was a pretty nume»r 
rous company aflembled. It was ftriking to hear 
all of them drinking " Dr. Jphnfon! Dr. Jolm* 
fon!** in th^ town- hall of Aberdeen, and then to 
fee him with his burgcfs-ticket, or diplomat, ia 
bis hat, which he wore as he walked a}ong the 
ftreet^ according to the jufual cuftom* — It gave me 
great fatisfaftion to obferve the regard, land indeec^ 
fondnefs too, which every ^y here had for my 
. father. 

Whiis 

• Dr. Beatti« wai fo kifidly entertained in Bi^jtapd^ tlijit he bad 
not yet returned home. 

t Dr. Johnfon^sburgefs'ticket was in thefe words; 
• « Aberdoniae, vigeiimo tertio ..(jje fnenfis i^ugufti, fLnno Domin! 
milleiiino feptin^entefimo ieptua^eHino tertio> in prefentla .bonorabi- 

iium^ 
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While Sir . Alexander Gordon condufted Dr, 
Joh^fon to oMf Ajberdcen, Profefibr Gordoci and 
I called on Mr. Riddoch^ whom I found ta be ai 
g^are worthy clergyman* He obfcrvcd» that, 
vfhst^vet might be faid of Dr. Johafbn while he was^ 
a)i^e, he would, after he was dead, be looked i»p- 
on by the world with regard and aftonifhmeftt, on 
acc^ount of his DiAionary. 

Profeflbr Gordon and I walked over to the Old 
College^ which Dr. Johnfon had feen by this timc« 
1 ftepped into the chapel, and looked at the comir 
<^ the fofunder, Archbiihop Elphinfton^ of whom 
I Aatl have occafion to write in my Hiftory 
of James IV. of Scotland, the patron of my 
family.. 

We dined at Sir Alexander Gordon's. The 
Provoft, Profeffor Roft, Profcflbr Dunbar, Pro- 
feflbr Thomas Gordon, were there. After dinner' 
cam<i in Dr. Gerard, Profcflbr Leflie, Profeffor Mac- 
leod. We had little or no converfation in the 
morning ; now we were but barren. The profcf- 
fors feemed afraid to fpeak. 

Dr. Gerard told us that an eminent printer wat 
very intimate with Warburton. — Jobnfon. " Why^ 

fir, 

Ikim ▼iromniy Jicobi jQpp» armigcriy pnepofitif Adami Duff* 
Oulielmi Young, Georgii Marr, et GuHelmi Forbes, Balivorutn^ 
Culielfiii Rainie Decant guilds, et Joannis itficoil Thefaurarii dSdt 
burgt. . 

*** Q£0 ^c vir gencrofut et do£lrina darus, Samuel Jobnfbnf 
L. L. D» receptus et adnaifius fuit in municipes et fratres guilds 
prsfati burgt de Aberdeen. In deditifEnni arnoris et affe^us ac exU 
miae obfervantis tefleram, quibus didliMagiftratus eumample^un* 
t«it. Eatra^um per me, 

ALBX. CARNfiCIS.** 
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fir, he has printed fomc of his works> and perhaps 
boi^ht the property of fome of them. The inti- 
macy is fuch as one, of the profeflbrs here may have 
with one of the carpenters who is repairing the 
college.** — " But, (faid Gerard,) I faw a letter from 
him to this printer, in which he fays, that the one 
half of , the clergy of the church of Scotland arc 
fanaticks, and the other half infidels." — Johnfon. ^ 
*' Warburton has accuftomed himfelf to write let- 
tcrs juft as he fpeaks, without thinking any more 
df what he throws out. When I read Warburton 
firft, and obferved his force, and his contempt of 
mankind, I thought he had driven the world be- 
fore him ; but I foon found that was not the cafe i 
for Warburton, by extending his abufe, rendered 
itincffeaual.'* 

He told me, when we were by ourfelves, that 
he thought it very wrong in the printer, to fhew 
Warburton's letter, as it was raifing a body of ene- 
mies againft him. He thought it foolilh in War- 
burton to write fo to the printer; and added, 
•* Sir, the worft way of being intimate, is by fcrib- 
bling.'*' He called Warburton's " DoArine of 
Grace" a poor performance, and fo he laid was 
Wcfley's Anfwer. ** Warburton, he obferved, had 
laid himfelf very open. In particular, he was weak 
cttougb to" fay, that, in fome diforders of the ima- 
gination, people had fpoken with tongues, had 
fpoken languages which they never knew before ; 
a thing as abfurd ais to fay, that, in Ibme diforders 
of the imagination, people had been* known to fly.** 

I talked of the difference of genius, to try if I 
could engage Gerard in a difquifition with Dr* 
Johnfon ; but I did not fucceed. I mentioned, as 

a curious 
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A curious faft, that Locke had written verffes. — * 
Johnfon. " I kncrw of none, fir, -but a kind of exer-^ 
tifc prefixed to Dr. Sydenham's Works, in which 
he has fome conceits about the dropfy, in which 
water and burning are united ; and how Dr. Syden- 
ham removed fire by drawing off water, contrary to 
the ufual praftice, which is to extinguifli fire by 
bringing water upon it.*— -I, am not fure that there 
is a word of all this ; but it is fuch kind of talk*." 

G We 

• All thisj as fir. Johnfon Ai/peSed at the timtj Waft tbfe immedi- 
ate invention of his own lively imagination ; for there is hot one 
word of it in Mr. Lockers complimentary performance. My readers 
willy I have no doubt, like to be fatisfied, by comparing them { 
and, at any rate, it may entertain them to read vtrfe? compofcd b/ 
our great met^phyfiiian, when a Bachelor in Phyfick, 

AUCTORI, IN Tractatum ejiIs de Fbbrxbui. 
FebriUs afius^ 'v'tSlumque ardorihus orbem 

F/s^k, rion tantis par MedUina malu. 
m pofl mille artes^ medica teatami/ia cura^ 

Ardet adbuc Febris 5 nee *uelit arte regL 
Prada fumus flammis ; folum hoc fperamus ab igne^ 

Ut rejiet paueus, quern capit urna^ c'mis, 
Vum qudtrit medicus febris caujfamque^ tnodumque% 

Flammarum & tenebr as i^ fine luce faces \ ^ 

€^as traBat patiturflammaSf ^febti calefcens^ 'j^ 

Corruit ipfefuis *vi^ma raptafods. ' ^T 

eiui tardos potuit morboSf ariufque tremeniiSf '^ 

Sijfere, febriltfe nndet igne rapu g^ 

Sicfaber exefosfulfit tibicinemurosi * iio 

Dum trabit antiquas lenta ruina dom»sl ^ 

Sed Ji flamma 'v$rax miferas incenderit ^des^ ^ 

Unicaflagrantes time feptlire falus * ' h 

Fitfugay teiionicas nemo tunc in'vocat artis { f 

Cum per it artificis non minus ufta dotnui, ' 
, Se tandem Syden ham /f^r^i/e Schol^que furoH , 

Opponens^ morbi quterit, & artis epem, 
Non temere incufat teSa pntedinis ignes } . 

Necfi&uSi Jebres qui fovet, * burner erit» 



$ 



t^ JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

We fpoke of Fingal. Dr. Johnfon faid calmly, 
*' If the poems were really tranflated, they were 
certainly firft written down. Let Mr. Macpherforn 
depofite the manufcript in one of the colleges at 
Aberdeen, where there are people who can judge j 
and, if the profeflbrs certify the authenticity, ;then 
there will be an'end of the controverfy. If he does no5 
take this obvious and eafy method, he gives the beft 

rieafoa 

Nott hilem tile movet, nulla bicpituiia ; Salutis 

^afpesy fifallax ardeat intus aqua t 
Nee doSlas magna rixas oftentat biatUf 
B^is ipfis major febribus ardor ineft. 
Innocuas placide corpus jubet urereflammas, 

Etjufto rapidos temper at ignefocos, 
^uidfebrim exfiinguat, 'varius quid pojiulat ufuff 

Solari ^grotos, qua potes arte, docet, 
HaSienus ipfafuum timuit Natura calorem, 
Dumfape incerio, quo calet, igneperit : 
pum reparat t actios male pro'vida fanguinu ignesg 

Fralufit bufto^ fit calor ijfe rogus* 
Jam /ecurafuasfo*veant pracordiaJlammaSf 
S^em Natura negat, dat Medicina modum* 
JHec folum factles compefcit fanguinis seftus, 

Dum dubia eft inter fpemque metumque falus % 
Sedfatale malum domuit^ quodque aftra mcdignum 

Credimus^ iratam 'velgenuijfe Stygcm. 
Extorfit Lachefi cultros, Peftique venenum 

Abftulity & tantos nonfinit ejfe metus. • 
Sluis tandem arte mija domitam mitefcere Pefte m 

Credatf & antiquas ponere pofe minas f ^ 
JPoft tot mille necesy cumulataque funera bufto^ 

ViSfajacety parnjo njulnere, dira Lues, 
Mtberia quanquamfpargunt contagia fiamnua^ 

Sluicquid inefl iftis rgnibus, ignir erit* 
Delapfa coelofiamma licet acrius uranty 

Has gelida exftingui non nifi morte pittas f 
Ta meliora paras inBrix Medicina ; tuufque^ 

P eft is quafuperat cun^ta^ triumpbus eris. 
Vh)e liber^ rvi^is febrilibus ignibus j unus 
^e/mul ^ mundum qui mafiet, ignis er it • 

, J. LOCKy A, M. EXt Acdc Chrlfti, G360»^ 



! 

I 



to THE HEBRltiEl «5 

t^aTon to doubt -, confidering too, fiow much is 
againft it a priori.'* 

We fauntered after dinner in Sir Alexander's gar* 
den, and faw his little grotto, which is hung with 
pieces of poetry written in a fair liand. It was 
agreeable to obferve the contentment and kindnefs 
of this quiet, benevolent man. Profeffor Macleod 
was brother to Macleod of Talifker, and brother- 
in-law to the Laird of Col. He gave me a letter 
to young Col, I was weary of this day, and began 
to think wilhfully of being again in motion. I was 
uneafy to think myfelf too faftidious, whilft I fancied 
Dn Johnfon quite fatisfied. But he owned tome that 
he was fatigued and teafed by Sir Alexander's doing 
too much to entertain himi I faid, it was all kind- 
nefs. — John/on. " True, fir : but fenfation is 
fenfation." — Bofwell. " It is fo: we feel pairi 
equally from the furg^on's probe, as from the fword 
of the foe.'* 

Wc vifited two bookfellers' fhops, and could not 
find Arthur Johnfton's Poems. We went and fat 
near an hour at Mr. Riddoch's. He could not 
tell diftindlly how much education at the college 
here edits, which difgufted Dr. Johnfon. I had 
pledged myfelf that we (hould go to the inn, and 
not ftay fupper. They prefled us, but he was 
refolute. I faw Mr. Riddoch did not pleafe him^ 
He faid to me, afterwards, ** Sir, he has no vigour 
in his talk." But my friend Ihould have confidered 
that he himfelf was not in good humour 5 fo that it 
Was not eafy to talk to his fatisfaftion.— We fat 
contentedly at our inn. He then became merry, 
arid obferved how little we had either heard or faid 
G a , at 
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at Aberdeen i That the Aberdonians had not ftarted 
a fingle mawkin (the Scottifli word for hare) for us 
to purfue. 

^uefdayj ij^tb Auguft. 

We fet out about eight in the mornings and 
breakfafted at Ellon. The landlady faid to me, 
" Is not this the great Dodtor that is going about 
through the country ?** — I faid, " Yes." — " Ay, 
(faid fhe,) we heard of him, I made an errand into 
the room on purpofe to fee him. There's Ibme- 
thing great in his appearance : it is a pleafure to 
have fuch a man in one's houfe -, a man who does 
fo much good. If I had thought of it, I would 
have ftieWn him a child of mine, who has had a 
lump on his throat for fome time." — *' But, (faid I,-) . 
heisnotadodoFofphyfick." — " Is he an oculift?'* 
faid the landlord. — " No, (faid I,) he is only a 
very learned msin ""^Landlord. " They fay he is 
the greateft man in England, except Lord Mans- 
field." — Dr. Johnfon was highly entertained witfx 
this, and I do think he was pleafed too. He faid, 
** I like the exception : to have called me the great- 
eft man in England, would have been an unmean- 
ing compliment : but the exception marked that the 
praife was in earneft ; and, in Scotland^ the excep- 
tion muft be Lord Mansfield^ or — Sir John Pringle^* 

He told me a good ftory of Dr. Goldfmith. Gra- 
ham, who wrote *' Telemachus, a Mafque," was 
fitting one night with him and Dr. Johnfon, and 
was half drunk. He rattled away to Dr. Johnfon : 
*^ You are a clever fellow, to be fure ; but you 
cannot write an eflay like Addifon, or verfcs like 

the 
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the Rape of the Lock.*' At laft he faid *, " DoSor^ 
I ihould be happy to fee you at Eaton/*— " I fhall 
be glad to wait on you," anfwercd Goldfmith. 
— " No, (faid Graham,) 'tis not you I mean, Dr. 
Minor 5 'tis Dr. Major ^ there." — Goldfmith was 
cxceflively hurt by this. He afterwards fpoke of 
it himfelf. *' Graham, (faid he,) is a fellow to 
make one commit fuicide.'* 

We had received a polite invitation to Slains caftle. 
'Vye arrived there juft at three o'clock, as the bell 
for dinner was ringing. Though, from its being 
juft on the North-eaft Ocean, no trees will grow 
here. Lord Errol has done all that can be done. 
He has cultivated his fields fo as to bear rich crops 
of every kind, and he has made an excellent kitchen- 
garden, with a hot-houfe. I had never feen any 
of the family : but there had been a card of invita- 
tion written by the honourable Charles Boyd, the 
earl's brother. We were condu6led into the houfe, 
and at the dining-room door were met by that gen- 
tleman, whom both of us at firft took to be Lord 
Errol ; but he foon correfted our miftake. My 
lord, was gone to dine in the neighbourhood, at an 
entertainment given by Mr, Irvine of Drum. Lady 
Errol received us politely, and was very attentive 
to us during the time of dinner. There was nobody 
at table but her ladyfhip, Mr. Boyd, and fome of 
the children, their governour and governefs. Mr. 
Boyd putDr, Johnfon in mind of having dined with 
G 3 him 

* I am Aire I have related this dory exa^lly as Dr« Johnfon told 
it to rae; but a friend who has often heard him tell it, informs me 
that he ufually introduced a circumftance which ought not to be 
omitted. ** At lafV, fir, Grahami having now got to about the 
pitch of lociking at one man, and talking to another, faid Doff or t 
&C.*' «'What efFea (Dr. Johnfon ufed to add) this had on Goldfmith* 
who was as Irafcible as a hornet, may be eafily conceived,** 
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Rim at Cumming the Quaker's, along. with aMr.Hatt 
and Mii$ Williarns : this was a bond of connedioa 
Ijetwcen: them. For me, Mr. Boyd's acquaintance 
with nay father was enough. After dinner^ Lady 
Errol favoured us with a. fight of her young fetnily,, 
whom (he made ftand up in. a row. There were £u^ 
daughters and two fonsn It^ was a very pleafing fight*. 
Dr.Johnfon prppofed . our fetting out. Mr, 
Boyd faid, he hoped we would ftay all ^night; his 
brother ^youki be at home. in the evening, and' 
would: be: very forry if he miffed us. Mr. Boyd 
was called out of the ropm. I was very dcfirous to 
flay in fo comfortable a houfe, and I wiflied to fee 
t.ord Errol. Dr..Johnfon, however^ was right in- 
refolvingto go, if we were hot afked again, as it h 
beft to err on the fafe fide in fuch cafes, and to be 
• fpre th^t' one is quite welcome. To my great joy^ 
when Mr. Boyd returned, he told Dr. Johnfon that 
it was- Lady Errol who had called him out, and faid 
that fhe would never let Dr.. Johnfon into the houfe 
again, if he went away that night ; and thiat (he had 
ordered the coach, tq carry us to view a great curi- 
pfity on the coaft, after whigh wefliQ^ild fee the 
houfe. We cheerfully agreed. 

Mr. Boyd wasr engaged, in 1745-96, on the f^mc 
fide with many unfortunate miftaken noblemen and 
gentlemen.. He efcaped, ^nd lay concealed for a 
year in the ifland of Arran, the ancient territory of 
the Boyds. He then, went to France, and was abovt 
^twenty years on the continent. He married a 
Prench Lady, and now lived very comfortably at 
Aberdeen^ and was muchat Slains caftle. He en- 
tertained us with great civility. He. had a pom- 
poufnefs qr formal plenitude in his converfation. 
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vfkich I did n6t diflike. Dr, Johnfon faid, ^* there 
was toawuch elaboration in his talk." It gave me 
pflcafiire to fee him, a fteady branch of the family, 
fetting forth all its advantages with much zeal. He 
told us that Lady Errol was one of the moft pious 
atid iSriittle women in the ifland 5 had a good head, 
afnJas g&bd a heart. He faid, (he did not ufe force 
or fiarirt educating her children — Johnfon. '* Sir, 
Ihfe is Wrong ; I would rather have the rod to be the 
general terror to all, to make them learn, than tell 
a' child, if you do thus or thus, you will be more 
dffe^med than your brothers or fillers. The rod 
produces an efFeft which terminates in itfelf. A 
child is afraid of being whipped, and gets his tafk, 
^nd there's ix\ end on't ; whereas, by exciting emu- 
lation, and comparifons of fuperiority, you lay the 
fburidatiofa of lafting mifchief j you make brothers 
$nd fiftfers hate each other/* 

During Mr. Boyd's ftay in Arran, he had found? 
z cheft of medical books, left by a- furgeon there, 
and had read* theni tiU^ he acquired fome Ikill in 
^hyficki in cohfequerice of which he is often con- 
falted by the poor. There wereTeveral here waiting 
fbV him aspatientis. 'We walked round the houfe 
rill flopped' by a cut' made by the influx of the fea. 
The houfe is built quite upon the fhore; the win- 
dows look upon the main ocean, and the King o£ 
Denmark is Lord'Errol's neareft neighbour on the 
north-eaft. 

We got immediately into the coach, and drove to 
Jiunhui^ a' rock near the fhore, quite covered with 
fea-fbwls-, then to a circular bafon of large extent^ 
furrouhded with tremendous rocks. On the quarter 
Dclct the fea, there is a high arch in the rock, which 

G 4 the 
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the force of the tempcfl: has driven out. This place 
is called BucbarCs Buller^ or the Buller of Buchan^ 
^nd the country people Call it the Pot. Mr. Boyd 
laid it was fo cabled from the French Boukir* It may 
be more fimply traced frojn Boiler in our own 
language. We walked round this monftrous caul- 
dron. In fonae places, the rock is very narrow j and 
gn each fide there, is a fea deep enough for a man of 
war to ride in ; fo that it is fomewhat horrid to 
move along. However, ther^ is earth and grafs 
upon t-he rock, and a kind of road marked out by 
the print of fjeet ; fo that one makes it out pretty 
fafely ; yet it alarmed me to fee Dr. Johnfon ftrid- 
ipg irregularly along. He infifted on taking a boat, 
and failing into the Pot. AVe did fo, He was 
ftout, and wonderfully alert. The Buchant-men 
^\\ ihewing their teeth, and fpeaking with that 
ftrange fharp accent which diftinguilhes them, wa$ 
to me i matter of curiofity. He was not fenfiblc of 
;he difference of pronunciation m the South9 and 
North of Scotland, which I wondered at . 

As the entry into the ]?t(llerls fo narrow that oars 
cannot be ufed as you go in, the method taken is, 
to row very hard when you- come near it, and give 
the boat fuch a rapidity of motion that it glides in. 
Dr. Johnfon obferved what an effeft this fcene would 
have had, were we entering into an unknown place. 
There are caves of confiderabje depth 5 I think, 
one on each fide^ The boatmen had never entered 
either of tbeni for enough to know the fize. Mr, 
Boyd tpl^ us that it is cuftpmary for the company 
jit Peterhead well, to make parties^ and come apd 
dine in 9n^ pf th^ eav?s here, 
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He told us, that, as Slains is at a conliderable 
diftance irom Aberdeen, Lord Errol, who has a 
very large family, refolved to have a furgeon of his 
own. With this view he educated one of his. te- 
nant's fons, who is now fettled in a very neat houfe 
and farm juft byv which we faw from the road. By 
the falary which the earl allows him, and the prac- 
tice which he has had, he is in very eafy circum* 
ftances. He had kept an exaft account of all that 
bad been laid out on his education, and he came to 
his lordlhip one day, and told him that he hadarriv-. 
cd at a much higher fituaffon than ever heexpefted; 
that he was now able to repay what his lordfhip had 
advanced, and begged he would accept of it. The 
carl was pleafed with the generous gratitude and 
genteel offer of the man; but rcfufed it, — Mr, 
^oyd alfo told us, Gumming the Quaker firft begaa 
to diftinguifli himfelf, by writing againft Dr, Leech- 
man, on Prayer, to. prove it unneceflary^ as God 
knows beft what fliould be, and will order it with* 
QUI our aflcing : — the old hackneyed objedlion. 

When we returned to the houfe we found coSee 
and tea in the , drawing-room. Lady Errol was not 
there, being, as I fuppofed, engaged with her young 
family. There is a bow-window fronting the fea. 
Dr. Johnfon repeated the ode, Jam fa f is Urris, while 
.Mn Boyd was with his patients, .He fpoke well ia 
favour of entaik, to prefcrve lines of men whom 
nunkiod are accuftomed to reverence. His opinion 
was that fo much land fliould be entailed as that 
families Ihould never fall into contempt, and as 
much left free as to give them all the advantages of 
property in cafe pf any emergency. " If (faid he,) 
|he npbility ar^ fuffered to fink into indigence, they 

6f 
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of courfe become corrupt; they are ready to do 
-whatever the king choofes ; therefore it is fit they 
fijoutd be kept from becoming poor, unlcfs it iaf 
fixed that when they fall below a certain ftaridarcP 
of wealth they fhall lofe their peerages. We know* 
the Houfe of Peers have made noble ftands, when* 
the Houfe of Commons durft nor. The two laflr 
years of parliament; they dare not contradift the 
populace/V 

This room is ornamented with a number of fine 
prints, and with a whole length pifture of Lorc^ 
£rrol, by Sir Jofliua Reynolds. This led Dr.' 
jfohnfon and me to talk of our amiable and elegant 
iriend, whofe panegyrick he concluded by faying,- 
♦^Sirjofhua Reynolds, fir, is the moft invulnerable' 
ifihn r know •, the man with whom ifyoii fhould 
quarrd, you would find" the moft difficulty how tcr 
fibufe^ 

Dr. Johnfon obferved, the fituation heit was' the 
liobleft he had eVer ften,— ^tetter than* Kfbunt 
Edgecumbe, reckoned the firft in " Englkhd •; be- 
craufe, at Mount Edgecumbe, the fea is bounded 
by land on the other fide, and, though there is there 
the' grandeur of a fleet, there is alfo the imj^reflion: 
cJf there, being a dock-yard, the circum (lances of 
T^hich are not agreeabk. ' At Slains is kn excellent 
cJld houfe. The noble owner has built of brick, 
along the fquare in the infide, a galleiy, both onr 
the firfl: and fecond ftory, the houfe being no 
higher J fo that he has always a "dry walk j and the 
rooms, to which formerly thiere was no approach • 
but through each other, have nowaH'feparare en- 
tries from the gallery, which is hiing vi^ith Ho- 
garth's works, and other prints. We went and 
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fee a while in the library. There is a valuable 
numerous coHeftion, . It was chiefly made by Mr. 
Fakonerj hufband to the late Countefs of Errol in 
her own right. This earl has added a good many 
mo^rn books. 

About nine the Earl came home. Captain Gor^^ 
don of Park was with him. His lordlhip put Dr. 
Johnfon in mind of their having dined together in 
London, along with Mr.BeaucIerk. I was exceed- 
ingly pleafed with Lord Errol. His dignified perfon 
afld agreeable countenance, with the moft unaffeded* 
-affability, gave me high fatisfaftion. From perhaps 
tf weaknefs, or, as I rather hope, more fancy and 
warmth of feeling than is quite reafonable, my mind 
is ever impreffcd with admiration for perfons of 
high birth, and I could, with the molt perfeft 
honefty, expatiate on Lord Errors good qualities 5 
but he Hands in no need of my praife. His agree- 
able manners and foftnefs of addrefs prevented that 
conftraiht which the idea of his being Lord High 
Conftable of Scotland might otherwife have occafi- 
oned. He talked very eafily and fenfibly with his 
learned guef!. I obferved that Dr. . Johnfon, 
though he fhewed that refped to his lordfliip, which, 
from principle, he always does to high rank, yet, ^ 
when they canie to argument, maintained that man- 
linefs which becomes the force<and vigour of hisun- 
derftanding. To Ihew external deference io our 
fuperiors, is proper : to feem to yield to them in 
ppiniofl, ismeannefs*. The earl faid grace, both 

before 

•' Lord Chefterfield, in his letters to his fon, complams of one 
>vho argqed in an indifcriminate manner with men of all ranks. 
Probably the noble lord had felt with fomeuneafineGi what it was to 
epcounter ilronger abilities than his own. If a peer will engage at 

foils 
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before and after fupper, with much decency. Ht 
told us a ftory of a man who was' executed at Perth, 
fome years ago, for murdering a woman who was 
with child by him, and a former child he had by 
her. His hand was cut off: he was then pulled up ; 
but the rope broke, and he was forced to lie an hour 
on the ground, till another rope was brought from 
Perth, the execution being in a wood atfomedif- 
tance, — at the place where the murders were com- 
mitted. " TberSy (faid my lord,) Ife^ the band of 
Providence. ^^ — I was really happy here. I faw in 
this nobleman the beft difpofitions and beft princi- 
ples •, and I faw him, in my mind^s eye^ to be the 
reprefentative of the ancient Boyds of Kilmarnock. 
I was afraid he might have urged drinking, as, I 
believe, he ufed formerly to do, but he drank porc 
and water out of a large glafs himfelf, and let us 
do as we pleafed. He went with us tp our rooms 
at night ; faid, he took the vifit very kindly ; and - 
told me, my father and he were very old acquain- - 

\ ' t^CCi 

foils with his.rnferior in ftation^ he mud expe£l that his Inferipr in 
l!ation irvill avail himfelf of every advantage ; otherwife it is not a 
fsui* tm! of ftrcngth and /kill. The fame will hold in ^ conteft of 
reafont or of wit.— A certain king entered the lifts of genius with 
Fdtaire. The confequence was, that^ though the king had great and 
bHUiant talents, Voltaire had fuch a . fu period ty that his majefty 
could not hear it; and thepoetwas dirmiifed, or efc^ped,' from that 
court.— In the reign of James I. of England, Crichfoft, Lord San- 
quhar, a peer of Scotland, from a vain ambitioip'to excel a fencing- 
mafter in his own art, played at rapier and dagger with him. * The 
fencing- ma fter, whofe fame and bread we're at ftake, put out one of 
his lord^ip*8 eyes. Exafperated at this, Lord Sanquhar hired rufR-r 
aps, and had the fencing-mafter affafrmated ; for which his lordihip 
was capitally tried, condemned, and hanged. Not being a peer of 
England, he was tried by the name of Robert Crichton, Ef^i 5 but 
he was admitted to be a baron of three hundred years (landing.— See 
the State Trials ; and the Hlftory of England by Hume, who ap- 
plauds the impartial juflice executed upon a man of high rank. 
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tance ; — that I now knew the way to Slams, and 
he hoped to fee me there again, 

I had a moft elegant room -, but there was a fire 
in it which blazed ; and the fea, to which my 
windows looked, roared ; and the pillows were 
made of the feathers of fomc fea-fowl, which had 
to me a difgreeablc fmell : fo that, by all thefe 4 
caufes, I was kept awake a good while. I faw, in > 
imagination, Lord Errol's father. Lord Kilmar- 
nock, (who was beheaded on Tower- hill in 1746,) 
and I was fomewhat dreary. But the thought did 
not laft long, and I fell afleep. 

Wednefda)\ 25th Augufi. 
We got up between feven and eight, and found 
Mr. Boyd in the dining-room, with tea and coffee 
before him, to give us breakfaft. We were in an 
admirable humour. Lady Errol had given each 
of us a copy of an ode by Beattie, on the birth of 
her fon, Lord Hay. Mr. Boyd afked Dr. John- 
fon, how he liked it. Dr. Johnfon, who did not ad- 
mire it, got off very well, by taking it out, and read- 
ing the fecond and third ftanzes of it with much 
melody. This, without his faying a word, pleafed 
Mr. Boyd. He obferved, however, to Dr. John- 
fon, that the expreflion as to the family of Errol, 

** A thou/and years have feen it ihine.** 

compared with what went before, was an anti- 
climax, and that it would have been better 

Ages have feen, &c. 
Dr. Johnfon faid, *' So great a number as a thou- 
fand is better. Dolus latet in univerfalibus. Ages 
might be only two ages." — He talked of the advan- 
tage of keeping up the connexions of relationftiip, 

which 
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* which produce much kindnefs. " Every man (fald 
he,) who comes into the world, has heed of friends. 
If he has to get theih for himfelf, half his life is 
fpent, before his merit is known. Relations are 
a man's ready friends who fupport him. When a 
man is in real diftrefs,. he flies into the arms of his 
relations. , An old lawyer, who had much experi* 
ence in making wills, told me, that^ after people 
had deliberated long, and thought of many for 
their exeaitors, they fettled at laft by fixing on 
their relations. This fhews the univerfality of the 
principle. 

1 regretted the decay of refpeft for men of 
family, and that a Nabob now would carry an elec- 
tion from them. — -Johnfon. " Why, fir, the Na- 
bob will carry it by means of his wealth, in a coun- 
try where money is highly valued, as it muft be 
. where nothing can be had without money ; but, if 
it comes toperfonal preference, the man of family 
will always carry it. There is generally a fcoun- 
drelifm about a low man.'* — Mr. Boyd faid, that 
was a good ifm. 

I faid, I believed mankind were happier in the 
ancient feudal ftate of fubordination, than they arc 
in the modern ftate of independency. — Johnfon. 
•' To be fure, the Chief vfz,^: but we muft think 
of the number of individuals. That they werelefs 
happy, feems plain ; for that ftate from which all 
cfcape as foon as they can, and to which none re* 
turn after they have left it, muft be lefs happy ; 
and this is the cafe with the ftate of dependance on 
a chief or great man.'* ^ *^ 

I mentioned the happinefs of the French in theii* 
fubordination, by the reciprocal benevolence and 

- attach- 
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attachment: between the great and thofe in lower 
rank. — Mr. Boyd gave us aainftance of their gen*. 
tlemanly fpirit. An old Chevalier de Malthe^ of 
ancient noblejfe^ but in low circumftances^ was in 
acofee-houfeat Paris, where was 7«6V», the great 
Manufafturer at the Gobelins, of the finetapeftry^ 
fo much diftinguifhed both for the figures and the 
colours. The chevalier's carriage was very old. 
Says Julien, with a plebeian infolence, " I think^ 
fir, you had better have your carriage new painted,**^ 
The chevalier looked at him with indignant con- 
tempt,' and anfwered, ** Well, fir, you may take 
it home and dye it 1" — All the coflfce-houfe rejoiced 
•at Julien's confufion. 

We fet out about nine. Dr. Johnfon was curious 
to fee one of thofe fl:ru<9:ures which northern anti- 
quarians call a Druid's temple. I had a recollec- 
tion of one atStrichen; which J had feen fifteen 
years ago ; fo we went four miles dut of our road, 
after paffing Old Deer, and went thither. Mr, 
Frafer, the proprietor, was at home, and (hewed it 
to u^* But I had augmented it in my mind ; for 
all that remains is two ftones fet up on end, with 
a long one laid upon them, as was ufual and one 
ftone at a little diftance from them. That ftonc 
was the capital one of the circle which fmrrounded 
what now remains. Mr. Frafer was very holpitable*.- 

There 

* He is the worthy Ton of a worthy father^ the late Lord Strt- 
cfaeiiy one of our judges^ to whofe kind notice I was much obliged* 
JLord Sfrichen was a man not only honeft, but highly generous; for 
after his Aicceflion to the family eftate, he paid a large fum of debts 
contra^led by his predeceflbr, which he was not under any obli- 
gation to pay. Let me here, for the credit of Ayrjtfire^ my own 
coujity, record a noble inftance of liberal honefty to WUlium Hutcbi" 
t Jim 
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There was a fair at Strichen v and he had fcvcral of 
his neighbours from it at dinner. One of them. 
Dr. Frafer, who had been in the army^ remembered 
to hare feen Dr. Johnfon at a lefture on experi- 
mental philofophy, at Lichfield. The doftor recol- 
lefled being at the lefture-, and he wasfurprifed to 
find here fomebody who knew him. . 

Mr. Frafer fcnt a fervant to conduct us by a 
fiiort paflage into the high-road. I obferved to Dr. 
Johnfon, that I had a moft difagrceable notion of 
the life of country gentlemen ; that I left Mr. Fra- 
fer juft now, as one leaves a prifonerin a jail.— 
Dr. Johnfon faid, that I was right in thinking them 
unhappy ; for that they had not enough to keiep 
their minds in motion. 

I ftarted a thought this afternoon which amufed 
us a great part of the way. " If, (faid I,) our club 
fhould come and fet up in St. Andrews, as a col- 
lege, to teach all that each of us can, in the feveral 
departments of learning 'and tafte, we fhould rebuild 
the city : We fhould draw a wonderful concourfe 
of ftudents.'* — Dr. Johnfon entered fully into the 
ipirit of this projeft. We immediately ftU to dif^ 
tributing the offices. I was to teach Civil and 

Scotch 

foity drover, in Lanehead, KylCy who formerly obtained a full dif- 
charge from his creditors upon a compofition of his debts } but 
upon being reftored to good circumftanccs, invited his creditors laft 
winter to a dinner, without telling the reafon, and paid them their 
full fums, principal and intereft. They prefentcd him with a piece of 
plate, with an infcription to commemorate this extraordinary inftance 
of true worth; which (hould make fome people in Scotland blufli^ 
■while, though mean themfelves, they ftrut about under the protec- 
tion of great alliance, confcious of the wretchcdnefs of numbers 
who have loft by them, to whom they never think of making repara- 
tion, but indulge themftlves and tlieii' families in moft unluitabU 
expence. 
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Scotch law i Burke, politicks and eloquence^ 
Garrick, the art of publick fpeaking; Langton 
was to be our Grecian, Colraanour Latin profeflbr; 
Nugent to teach phyfick •, Lord Charlemont, mo- 
dern hiftqry ^ Beauclerk natural philofophy ; Vefeyi 
Irifh antt(}u^s, or Celtick learning*; JTones, Oriental 
learning 5 Goldpnith, poetry and ancient hiftory 5 
Chamier, commercial politicks ; Reynolds, painting, 
and the arts which have be^y for their objedt ; 
Chambers, the law of Englaliid. Dr. Johnfon at 
firft faid, " TU truft theology to nobody but my- 
fplf." But, upon due confideration, that Percy is 
a clergyman, it was agreed that Percy ftiould teach 
pradlical divinity and Britifh antiquities ; Dr. John- 
£>a* himfelf, logick, metaphyficks and fcholaftick 
divinity. In this manner did we amufe ourfelves 5 
-—each fuggefting, and each varying or adding, 
till the whole was adjufted. Dr. Johnfon faid, we 
only wanted a mathematician fince Dyer died, who 
was a very good one •, but as to every thing elfe, 
we Ihould have a very capital univerfity f . 

H We 

* Since the firft edition, it \^ been fuggefted by one of the club» 
who knew Mr. Vefey better than Qr. Johnfon amd I, that we didl 
liot aifign him a proper place ; £af he was quite unikilled in Iriih 
anticjuities and CeUick learning, but might with propriety have beea 
made profeflbr of architeflure, which he undeji;^ood well, and has 
left a very good fpecimen of his knowledge andjts^ in that art> by 
an elegant houfe built on a plan of his own formntio% at Lucan» 
a few miles from Dublin. 

f Our club, originally at the Turk^s Hearl, Gerrard (breet, then 
at Prince's, Sackville-ftreet, now atBaxter^s Dover-ftreet, which at 
Mr. Garrick's funeral acquired g name for the firft time, and was 
called The Literary Club, was inftituted in 1764, and now con- 
lifts of thirty-five members. It has, fince 1773, been greatly aug- 
mented j and though Dr. Johnfon with juftice obferv^d, that, by 
l4£ng Goldfmith, Garrick, Nugent, Chamier, Beauclark, we had 
loft what would make an eminent club, yet when I mention, as an 
niccefilbn, Mr* Fox, Dt, George Fordyce, Sir Charles Banbury, 
• Lord 
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We got at night to Banff. I fent Jofeph oritO 
Duff'houfe: but Earl Fife was not at home, which 
I i^cgretted ' much, as we fhould have had a vefy 
clegint reception from his lordfhip. We found 
here but an indifferent inn*. Dr. Johnfon wrote 
a long letter to Mrs. Thrale. I wonOer^d to fee 
him write fo much fo eafily. He verified his own 
doftrine that " a man may always write when he 
will lit himfelf dogge^ to it/' 

^hurfdayi^ %6tb Augufi. 
We gdt a frcfli chaife here> a very good onc^ 
and very good horfes* We breakfafted at Cullen« 
They let down dried haddocks broiled, along with 
our tea. 1 ate one -, but Dr. Johnfon was difgufted 
by the fight of them, fo they were removed. Cul- 
len has a comfortable appearance, though but a 
very Imall town, and the houfes moftly poor build- 



ngs. 



I called 



Irord pflbry, Mr. Gibbon, l5r. Adam Smith, Mr. R. B. Shericfah^ 
the Bifliops of Kilaloe and St. Afaph, Dean Mailay, Mr. Stcc- 
vcns, Mr. Dunning, Sir Jofeph Ba^^s, Dr. Scott of the Commo'ias» 
Earl Spencer, Mr. Windham qf Norfolk, Lord Elliott, Mr. Ma^ 
lone. Dr. Jofipph Warton, the Rev. Thomas Wartan, I^rd Lucan^ 
Mr. BiM-ke junior. Lord Palmerfton, Dr^ Burney, Sir William 
Hamilton, and Dr. Warren, it will be acknowle^iged that we 
might cftablrfh afec6nd univerfity of high reputation. 

• Here, jKsnluckily the windows had nopullies; and Dr. Johifcr 
fon, who was conftantjy eager for frefli air, had much Arugg]in|]f 
to get one of them kept open. Thus he had a notion imprefled 
upon him, that this wretched defe£l was gencraV in Scotland; ia 
confequence of wliich he has erroneoufly' enlarged upon it in his 
«« Journey." I regretted that he did not allow rtc to read over hi* 
book before it was printed. I diould have- changed very little j but 
I fhould have fuggefted an alteration fn a few places^ where he has 
laid himfelf open to be attacked. I hope I fhould have prevai^<j| 
vith him to omit or foften his aftertion,, that " a Scotfman nraff 
be a flurdy moralift, who does not prefer Scotland to trutii/*'^v 
for I really think it Is not founded \ and it it hardily faid. 
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1 called on Mr, Robertfon, who has the charge 
of Lord Findlater's affairs, and was formerly Lord 
Monboddo's clerk, was three times in France with 
him, and tranflated Condamine's Account of the 
Savage Girl, to which his lordftiip wrote a preface, 
containing feveral remarks of his own. Robertfort 
faid, he did hot believe fo much as his lordfhip 
did ; that it was plain to him, the girl confounded 
whatfhe imagined with what fhe remembered; 
that, befides, flie perceived Condamine and Lord 
Monboddo forming theories, and fhe adapted her 
ftory to them, 

Dr. Johnfon faid, « It is a pity to fee Lord 
Monbcddp publifh fuch notions as he has done ; a 
man oPienfe, and of fo much elegant learning. 
There would be little in a fool doing it ; we fhould 
only laugh ; but when a wife man does it, wc 
are forry. Other people have ftrange no- 
tions 5 but they conceal them. If they have tails, 
they hide them ; but Monboddo is as jealous of his 
tail as a fquirrel." — I (hall here put down fome 
more remarks of Dr. Johnfon's on Lord Monboddo, 
which were not made exactly at this tune, but come 
in well from connedion. He faid, he did not ap- 
prove ofajudge'«s calling himfelf jFiz/w^r Burnett*, 
and going about with a little round hat. He laugh- 
ed heartily at his lordfhip's faying he was an enthu^ 
Jiajiical farmer; " for, (faid he,) what can he do 

H 2 ia 

• It is the cOdorh in Scotland for the judges of thejiourt of 
Sefiion to have the title of /or^i, from their eftate^ thus Mr. 
Burnett is Lord Monboddo^ as Mr. Home was hor^Kixikes. There 
is fomething a little aukward in this; for they are denominated in 
deeds by their names, with the addition of " one of the Senators of 
the College of J uftjce;'** and fubfcribe their chriftian and rur-namef 
48 3^^^* Burnett^ Henry tiomit even in judicial a^ls. 
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in farming by his^ entbufiafm ?** Here, however, 
I think Dr. Johnfon miftaken. He who wiihes to 
be fuccefsful, or happy, ought to be cnthufiaftical, 
that 18 to fay, very keen in all the occupations or 
divcrfiqns of life. An ordinary gentleman-farmer 
will be fatisfied with looking at his fields once or twice 
a day : an enthuliaftical farmer will be conftantly 
employed on them •, — will have his mind earneftlf 
engaged •, will talk perpetually of thehfi. But Dr. 
Johnfon has much of the nil adtnirari in fmallcr 
concerns. That furvey of life which gave birth to 
his Vanity of Human Wijhes early fobered his mind. 
Befides, fo great a mind as his cannot be moved by 
inferior objects : an elephant does not ruik|E|od flcip 
like lefier animals. 

Mr. Robcrtfon fent a fervant with us, to (hew 
tJi through Lord Findlater*s wood, by which our 
way was fhortcned, and we faw fome part of his 
domain, which is indeed admirably laid out. Dr. 
Johnfon (did not choofe to walk through it. He 
always faid, that he was not come to Scotland to 
jfee fine places, of which there were enough in £ng- 
fand', but m^ld objefts, mountains, water- 
falls,^— —peculiar manners ; in ibort, things which 
he had not feen before. I have a notion that he 
at no time has had much tafte for rural beauties. I 
have myfclf very little. 

Dr. Johnfon faid, there was rwthing more con- 
temptible than a country gentleman living beyond 
his ii^:ome, and every year growing, poorer and 
poorer. ,. He fpoke ftrongly of the influence which 
a man has by being rich. " A man, (faid he,) 
who keeps his money, has in reality more ufe fron» 
it, than he can have by fpending it/' I obfcrved 

tba€ 
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that this looked very like a paradox ; but he ex- 
plained it thus: •* If it were. certain that a man 
would keep his money locked up for ever, to bp 
fure he would have no influence ; but, as fo many 
w^nt mpney, and he has the power of giving it, 
apd they know not but by gaining his favour they 
may obtain it» the rich man will always have the 
greateft influence. He ag^in who lavilhcs his money, 
is laughed at as foolifh, and in a great degree with 
jqftice, confidering how much i$ fpent from vanity. 
Jlven thofe who partake of a man's hofpitality, have 
but a tranfient kindnefs for him. If he has not the 
command of money, people know he cannot help 
them, if he would ; whereas the rich man always 
can, if he will, and for the chance of that^ will 
have much weight.** — BofapelL " But phibfopherr 0^ 
and faiirifts hav^ all treated a mifer as contempti* 
ble.'* — Jobnfon. *' He is fo philofophically ; but 
not in the prafticc of life." — BofwelL *' Let me fee 
now: — I do not know the inftances of mifers ia 
England, fo as to examine into their influence.*'-— 
Jgbnfon. " W^ have had few mifers in England.** — 
fiofwelL ** There was Lowther.** — Jobnfon. " Why, 
fir, Lowther, by keeping his m'one5|||^ad the com* 
mand of the county, which the family has now loft, 
by fpending it *, I tak^ it, he lent a great deal ; 
and that is the way to have influence, and yec pre- 
ferve one's wealth. A man may lend his money 
upon very good fecurity, and yet have his debtor 
Ciuch under his power.** — Bo/well. " No doubt, 
H 3 fir. 

* I do not know what was at this time the ftate of the parlia- 
mentary intereft of the ancient family of Lowther j a family before 
theConqueftt but all the nation knows it to be very extenfive at 
prefent. A due mixture of feverity and kindnefs, ceconomy and 
munificence, character ifes its prefeat Representative, 
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fir. He can always diftrefs him for the money • zi 
no man borrows, who is able to pay on demand 
quite conveniently/* . 

We dined at Elgin, and Taw the noble ruins of 
the cathedral. Though it rained much. Or. John- 
fon examined them with a mod patient attention. 
He could not here feel any abhorrence at the Scot* 
tilh reformers, for he had been told by Lord 
Hailes, that it was deftrpycd before the Reforma- 
tion, by the Lord of Badenoch *, who had a quar- 
rel with the bifhop. The biftiop's houfe, and 
thofe of the other clergy, whxh are ftill pretty en- 
lire, do not feem to have been proportioned to the 
magnificence of the cathedral, which has been of 
^rc^ extent, and had very fine carved work. The 
ground within the walls of the cathedral is employed 
as a burying- place. The family of Gordon have 
their vault here; but it has nothing grand. 

We paffed Gordon Caftlef this forenoon, which 
has a princely appearance, JFochabers, the neigh- 
bouring village, is a poor place, many of the houfes 
being^ ruinous j but it is remarkable, they have in 
:^' ^ ' .-'• ^ . ^ general 

tBt* Noti, by Lord Hailes^ 

M The cathedral of Elgin was burnt by the Lord at" Badenoch* 
becaufe the Biftiop of Moray had pronounced an award not to his 
liking. The indemnification that the fee obtained, was, that the 
tord of Badenoch ftood for three days bare footed at the great 
gate of the cathedral,. The ftory f» in the Chartulary of Elgin." 

•|* I sea not fure whether the duke was at home. But, not having 
the honour of being mu.ch Hnown to his grace, I cpuld not hav.e pre- 
Aimed to enter his caftle, though to introduce even fo celebrated a 
ilranger. We were at any rate in; a hurry to get forward to the wilcif. 
nefs which we came to fee* Perhaps, if this noble family had ftJH 
preferyed that fequeftered magnificence which they imaintained wher^ 
cathoiicks, correfponding with the Grand Duke of Tufcany, w^ 
might have, been induced to have procured proper letters of Introduc- 
tion, and devoted fume time to the contemplation of venerable fupero 
^tiousftatc. " . - ' . ^_ >^ 
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general orchards well ftored with appk-trces. Elgifi 
has what in England are called piazzas, that rim in 
many places on each fide of the ftreet. It muft 
have been a much better place formerly. Probably 
it had piazzas all along the town, as I have leen at 
Bologna. I approved much of fuch ftruftures in a 
fown, on account of their conveniency in wet 
weather. Dr. Johnfon difapproved of them, " bc- 
caufe ^faid he) it makes the under ftory of a houfe 
very dark, which greatly over-balances the conveni- 
ency, when it is confidered how fmall a part of the 
year it rains j how few are ufually in the ftreet at 
fuch times ; that many who are might as well be at 
home ; and the little that people fufFer, fuppofing 
them to be as much wet as they commonly ai)| in 
walking a ftreet.** 

r Wc Urea but ill at our inn here ; and Dr. John- 
fon faid, this was the firft time he had feen a din- 
ner in Scotland that he could not eat. 
. In the afternoon, we drove over the very heath 
where Macbeth met the witches, according to tra** 
l^ition, Pr. Johnfon again folemnly repeated- 
How far is^t called to Fores ? What areidhfe^ 
So wither'd, and fo wild in their attire ? • 
That look not like the inhabitants o' th^ carth| 
And yet are on't ? 

JJe repeated a good deal more of Machetb. His 
recitation was grand and affefting, and, as Sir Jolhua 
Reynolds has obfervcd to me, had no more tone 
than it fliould have : it was the better for it. He 
then parodied the AU-hailoi the witches to Macbeth, 
addreffing himfelf to me. I had purchafed fome 
lan4' called Dalblair ^ and, as in Scotland it is euf- 

H 4 tomary 
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ternary to diftinguilh landed men by the name of 
theif eftates, I had thus two titles, Balbkdr and 
Young Auchinlcik. So my friend, in imitation of 

AH Kail Macbeth ! hail to thee» ThaQC of Cawdor ! 

condefcended to amufe himfelf with uttering 

All hail Dalblair ! hail to thee> L.air4 of Auchinletk ! 

We got to Fores at night, and found an admira- 
ble inn, in which Dr. Johnfon was plcafed to meet 
with a landlord who ftyled himfelf ^* Winje-Cooper, 
from London." 

* Friday^ lyth Augufi. 

It was dark when we came to Fores laft night ; 
fo we did not fee what is called King Duncan's 
monument. — I (hall now mark fome gleanings of 
Dr. Johnfon's converfation. I fpoke of Leonidas^ 
and faid there were fome good paflages in it.— 
Jobnfon. " Why, you vtwx^feek for them." — He 
faid, Paul Whitehead's Manners was a poor per- 
form?ince.— ^fceaking of Derrick, he told me ** he 
had a j^indneis for him, and had often faid, that if 
his letters had been written by one of a more efta- 
blifhed n^me, they would have been thouglit very 
pretty letter?." 

This morning I introduced the fubjed of the ori- 
gin of evil. — Jopttfon. " Moral evil is occafioned 
by free will, which implies choice between good 
and evil. With all the evil that there4s, there is 
no man but would rather be a free agent, than a 
mere machine without the ?vil j and what is bed 

for 
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for each individual, muft be bed: for the whole. 
If a man would rather be the machine, I cannot 
argue with him. He is a difierent being from me.* 
"—Bojwell. ^^ A man, as a machine, may have 
agreeable fenfations; for inftance, he may have 
pleafure in mufick." — Jobnfon^ *' No, fir, he caii- 
not have pleafure in mufick ; at leaft no power of 
producing mufick ; for he who can produce mufick 
may let it alone : he who can play upon a fiddle 
may break it : fuch a man is not a machine." This 
reafoning fatisfied me. It is certain, there cannot 
be a free agent, unlefs there is the power of being evil 
as well as good. We muft take the inherent poffi- 
bilities of things into confideration, in our reafon- 
ings or conjedlures concerning the works of God. 

We came to Nairn to breakfaft. Though a 
county town and a royal burgh, it is a miferablc 
place. Over the room where we fat, a girl was 
fpinning wool with a great wheel, and finging an 
Eric fong: " PU warrant you, (faid Dr. Johnfon,) 
one of the fongs of Oflian." He then repeated 
thefe lines i 

•* Vcrfe fweetens toil, however rude th^iind. 

" All at her work the village maiden fings ; 
♦' Nor, while fhe turns the giddy wheel around, 

^» Revolves the fad vicifEtude of things.'* 

I thought I had heard thefe lines before. — Johnfon. 
•* 1 fancy not, fir ; for they are in a detached poem, 
the name of which I do not remember, written by" 
one GifFard, a parfon." 

I expefted Mr. Kenneth M'Aulay,. the minifter 
of Calder, who ppblilhed the hiftory of St. Kilda, 
9 book which t)r. Johnfon liked, would have met 

us 
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%y. us here, as I had written to him from Aberdeen,^ 

But I received a letter from him, telling me that he 
could not leave home,, as he was tp adminifter the 
Xacrament the following Sunday, and e^rneftly re- 
jquefting to fee us at his manfe. " We'll go," faid 
.Dr. Johnfonj which we accordingly did. Mrs. 
M*Aulay received us,, and told us herhufband was 
in the church diftributing tokens *, We arrived 
between twelve and one o'clock, :and it was near 
jthfee before he came to us. 

Dr. Johnfon thanked him for his book, and faid 
^* it was a very pretty piece of topography." M'Aulay 
di<i not feem much to mind the compliment. From 
his converfation. Dr. Johnfqn wis perfuaded that 
he had not. written the book which goes under his 
pame. \ myfelf always fufpefted foj and I have 
been told it was written by the learned Dr. John 
MTherfon of Sky, from the materials colleftpd by 
M'Aulay. Dr. Johnfon faid privately to me, 
^' There is a combination-in it, of which M'Aulay 
is not capable." Howt^ver, he was exceedingly 
hofpitable ; and, as he obligingly proipifed us a 
route for our Tour through the Weftern Ifles, we 
agreed to ftaj^vith him all night. 

After dinner, we walked to the old caftle of 
Calder, (pronounced Cawder) the Thane, of Caw- 
(fior's feat. I was forry that my friend, this " prof- 

perous 

' *' In Scotlanc^ there is a great deal of preparation before ad m in i- 
ftering the facrajnent, The-minifter of the parifli examines the 
people as to their fitnefs, and to thofe of whom he approves ghrt\' 
little pieces of tin, damped with the name of the parifli, ^% tokens^ 
which they muft produce before receiving it. This is a fpecies q( 
prieftly power, and fonfetimes may be abufed. I remember a la\it« 
fuit brought by a perfon againft his parifli miniftsr, for rftf«J^g hin\ 
s^dmii&on to that facred ordinance« 
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^rous gentleman,** was not there. The old tower 
muft be of great antiquity. There is a draw-bridge, 
■ — what has been a moat,— and an ancient court. 
There is a hawthorn-tree, which rifes like a wooden 
pillar through the roonrts of the cartle ; for, by a 
Arrange conceit, the walls have been built round 
it. The thicknefs of the walls; the fmall flaunting 
windows, and a great iron door at the entrance on 
the fecond ftory as you afcend the ftairs, all indicate 
the rude times in which this caftle was erefted. 
There were here fonie large venerable trees. 

I was afraid of a quarrel between Dr. Johnibn 
^nd Mr. M*Aulay, who talked flightingly of the 
lower Englifh clergy. The Doftor gave him a 
frowning look, and laid, '* This is a day of novel- 
ties : I have feen old trees in Scotland, and I havp 
lieard the Englifli clergy treated with difrefped.'* 

I dreaded that a whole evening at Caldermanfe 
would be heavy 5 however, Mr. Grant, an intelli- 
gent $ind well bred ^minifter in tlie neighbourhood, 
was there, and aflifted us by his converfation. Dr. 
Johnfon, talking of hereditary occupations in the 
Highlands, faid, " There is no harm in fuch a 
Guftom as this ; but it is wrong ta enforce it, and 
oblige a man to be a t^ylor or a fmith, becauie his 
father has been one." Thjs cuflom, however, is not 
peculiar to oiir Highlands ^ it is well known that 
in India a fimilar pra(^ic^ prevails. 

Mr. M'Aulay began a rhapfody againfl: creeds 
and confcflions. Dr. Jphnfon fliewed, that " what 
he called impfttion^ was only a voluntary declaration 
qf agreement in certain articles of faith, which a 
church has a right to require, juft as any other 
fpciety cgft iqfift on certain rules being obferved by 

it'a 
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i^s members. Nobody is compelled to be of iIh^ 
tboreby as nobody is compelled to enter into aibci>« 
cty/' — This was a very clear and juft view of the 
ftifc^ed : bm, M^Aulay could not be driven out of 
llis track. Dr. Johnfon faid^ ^' Sir, you are a Ugct 
H laxuefs^ 

Mr« M^AuIay and I laid the map of Scotland 
before us ; and he pointed out a rout for us from 
Invernefs, by Fort Auguftus, to Glenelg, Sky, 
Mull, Icolmkill, Lorn, and Inveraray, which I 
wrote down. As my father was to begin the northern 
circuit about the 1 8th of September, it was neceOary 
ibr us either to make our tour with great expedition, 
lb as to get to Auchinleck before he fet out, or ta 
protrafb it, fo as not to be there till his return, 
which would be about the lOth of Oftober. By 
AS^Aulay's calculation, we were not to land in 
Lorn till the 20th of September. I thought 
that the interruptions by bad days, or by occafional 
cxcuriions, might make it ten days later ; and I 
thought too, that we might perhaps go to Benbe- 
cula, and vifit Clanranald, which would take a 
week of itfelf. 

Dr. Johnfon went up with Mr. Grant to the 

library, which confided of a tolerable collection \ 

but the Doftor thought it rather a lady's library, 

with feme Latin books in it by chance, than the 

library of a clergyman. It had only two of the 

Latin fathers, and one of the Greek fathers in 

Latin. I doubted whether Dr. Johnfon would be 

^ prefcnt at a Prefbyterian prayer. 1 told Mr. 

M*Aulay fo, and faid that the Doftor might fit in 

the library while we were at family worfhip. Mr,^ 

M'Aulay faid, he would omit it, rather than give 

Dr, 
I 



r 
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Dr. Johnfon oflFence : but I would by no means 
igree that an excefs of politenefs^ even to fi> greac 
a man, fliould prevent what I efteem as one of the 
^ bed pious regulations. I know nothing more 
beneficial, more comfortable, more agreeable, than 
that the little focieties of each family fhouM regu« 
isitly aflemble, and unite in praife and prayer to 
our heavenly Father, from whom we d^ily receive 
fo much good, and may hope for more in a higher 
ftate of exiftence. I mentioned to Dr. Johnfoa 
the over-delicate fcrupulofity of our hoft. He iaid, 
he had no objection to hear the prayer. This was 4 
pleafing furprife to me ; for he refufed to go and 
hear Principal Kobertfon preach. •* I will hear 
him, (faid he,) if he will get up into a tree and 
preach ; but I will not give a fan&ion, by my prfc* 
fence, to a Prefbyterian aflcmbly." 

Mr. Grant having prayed. Dr. Johnfon laid, his 
prayer was a very good one ; but objeded to his noc 
having introduced the Lord's Prayer. He told us^ 
that an Italian of fome note in London (aid onoe 
to him, ** We have in our fefvide a prayer called 
the Pater Noftir^ which is a very fine compofition. 
I wonder who is the author of it/'— ^A Angular in- 
ftance of ignorance in a man of fome literature and 
general inquiry ! 

Saturday^ iStb Augufi. 
^ Dr. Johnfon had brought a Sallufl: with him iti 
his pocket from Edinburgh. He gave it lad: night 
to Mr. M*Aulay*s fon, a fmart young lad about 
. eleven years old. Dr. Jdinfon had given an ac- 
' count of the education at Oxford, in all its grada- 
tions. The advantage of being a fervitor to « 

youtlh 
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youth 6f little fortune ftruck Mrs. M'Aulay muc& 
I obferved it aloud. Dr. Johnfon very handfomely 
and kindly faid, that, if they would fend their 
boy to him, when he was ready for the univerfity, 
he would get him made a fervitor, and perhaps 
would do more for him. He could not promife to 
do more -, but would undertake for the fervitorr 
ihip*. 

I fhould have mentioned that Mr. White, a Welch- 
man, who has been many years faftor (/. ^.fteward) 
on the eftate of Calder, drank tea with us laft night, 
and upon getting a note from Mr. M'Aulay,^ afked 
us to his houfe. We had not time to accept of his 
invitation. He gave us a letter of introduftion to 
Mr.. Feme, mafter of ftores at Fort George. He 
ftewed it to me. It recommended " two celebrated 
gentlemen; no lefs than Dr. Johnfon, author of 
bis Di£lionary\ — and Mr. Bofwell, known at Edin- 
burgh by the name of P^oli." — He laid, he hoped 
I had no objcdion to what he had written •, if I had, 
he would alter it. j^. thought it was a pity to check 
his efFufions, and acquiefced ; taking care, however, 
to feal the letter, that it might not appear that I 
had read it. 

- A converfation took place, about faying grace 
at breakfaft (as we do in Scotland) as well as at 
dinner and fupper -, in which Dr. Johnfon faid, " It 
is enough if we have dated feafons of prayer; no 
matter when. A man may as well pray when Kc 
mounts his horfe, or a woman when ftie milks her 

cow, 

• Dr. Johnfon did not negleft what he had undertaken. By hf« 
{ntereft with the Rev. Dr. Adams, mafter of Pembroke Collegei 

Jxford^ where he was educated forfome time, he obtained a fervitor- 
ip for young M'Aulay« But it feems he had ether views j afiJX 
believt went abroad. 
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et)w, (which Mr. Grant told us is done in the High- ' 
lands,) as ^t meals ; and cuftom is to be followed*,** * 

We proceeded to Fort George. When we came' 
^nto the fquare, I fent a foldier with the letter to 
Mr. Feme. He came to us immediately, and along 
with him came Major Brewfe of the Engineers, pro- 
nounced :Br«r^. He faid he believed it was originally 
the fame Norman name with Bruce. That he had 
dined at a houfe in London, where were three Bruces,[ 
one of the Irifli line, one of the Scottifli line, and him- 
fclf of the Englifli line. He faid he^as (hewn it 
in the Herald's office fpelt fourteeg dpEFcrent ways. 
1 told him the different fpellings of my name. Dr.' 
Johnfon obferved, that there had been great dif- 
putes about the fpelling of Shakfpear's name ; at 
Jaft it was thought it would be fettled by looking at 
the original copy of his will ; but, upon examining 
it, he was found to have written it himfelf no lefs 
than three different ways. 

Mr. Feme and Major Brewfe firft carried us to 
\vait on Sir Eyre Coote, whofe regiment, the 37th, 
was lying here, and who then commanded the fore. 
Heafked us to dine with him, which we agreed to do. 

Before dinner we examined the fort. The Major 
explained the fortification to us, and Mr. Feme 
gave us an account of the ftores. Dr.Jchnfort 
talked of the proportions of charcoal and fak-petrft 
in making gunpowder, of granulating it, and of 
giving it a glofs. He made a very good figur6 
lipon thefe topicks. He faid to me afterwards, 

that 

♦ Hecoi^ld tlOtbea^to haveit thbDghlthat, iri anyinftancewhat- 
etcr, the Scots artf tnore pious than th^ EngHHi. I think grace as 
proper at breakfaft as at any other meal. It is the pleafanted 
^eal we have. Dr. Johafon has allowed the peculiar merit of break- 
fail ia Scot] and « r 
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that " he had talked oftentatioujfy:^ — Wc fcpofcd 
ourfelves a little in Mr. Feme's houfe. He had 
every thing in neat order as in England; and a 
tolerable coUeftion of books. I looked into Pen- 
nant's Tour in Scotland. He fays little of this 
fort; but that •* the barracks, &c. form feveral 
ftrects.'* This is aggrandifing. Mr. Feme obferv* 
ed, if he had faid they form a fquare, with a row 
of buildings before it, he would have given a jufter 
' defcription. Dr. Johnfon remarked, " how feldom 
defcriptions correfpond with realities ; and the reafon 
is, that people do not write them till fome time after^ 
and then their imagination has added circumftances.*^ 
We talked of Sir Adolphus Oughton. The 
Major faid, he knew a great deal for a military 
man. — Jobnfon. *' Sir, you will find few men, 
of any profeffion, who know more. Sir Adolphus 
is a very extraordinary man ; a man of boundleis 
curiofity and ^un wearied diligence." 

I know not how the Major contrived to introduce 
the contcft between Warburton and ' Lowth*— 
Johnfon. ** Warburton kept his temper all along, 
while Lowth was in a pafllon. Lowth publifhed 
fome of Warbbrton*s letters. Warburton drew him 
on to write fome very abufive letters, and then alked 
his leave to publi(h them; which he knew Lowth 
could not refufe, after what he had done. So 
that Warburton contrived that he fhould publifli, 
apparently with Lowth's confent, what could not 
but fhew Lowth in a difadvantageous light*." 

At 

* Here Dr. Johnfon gave us part of a conTerfatton held between 
a Great Perfonage and him, in the library at the Queen s Palace, in 
the courfe of which thisconteft was confidered. I have been at great 
pains to get that converfation as perfectly preferved as pof&ble. It 
may perhaps at fome future time be given to the publick. 
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At three the drum beat for dinner. I, for a 
Jittle while, fancied myfelf a military man, and ic 
f)leafed me. Wb went to Sir Eyre Coote*s, at the 
governour's hou^e, and found him a moft gentle- 
xnan-like man. His ''lady is a very agreeable 
woman, with an uncommonly mild ^nd fweet tone 
of voice. There was 4 pretty large company : Mr, 
Fernp, Major Brewfe, and feveral officers. Sir Eyre 
had come from the Eaft-Indiea by land, through the 
Defarts of Arabia. He told us, the Arabs could 
iivc five days without viftuab, and fubfift for three 
weeks on nothing elfe but the blood of their camels, 
who could lofe fo much of it as would fuffice for that 
' time, without being exhaufted. He highly praifed 
the virtue of the Arabs ; their fidelity, if they un- 
dertook to condud any perfon ; and faid, they would 
facrifice their lives rather than let him be robbed. 
Dr. Johnfon, who is always for maintaining the 
iiiperiprity of civilized over uncivilized men, faid, 
^^ Why, fir, I can fee no fuperiour virtue in this. 
JV ferjeant and twelve men, who are my guard, will 
die, rather than that I fliall be robbed." — Colonel 
Pennington, of the 37th regiment, took up the 
argument with a good deal of fpirit and ingenuity. 
^—Pennington. " But the foldiers are compelled 
to this, by fear of punifliment." — Johnfon^ " Well, 
fir, the Arabs are compelled by the fear of infamy.'* 
— Pennington, " The foldiers have the fame fear 
of ipfamy, and the fear of punifhment befides \ fo 
havp lefs virtue -, becaufe they aft If fs voluntarily.- 
— L^dy Coote obferved very well, that it ought to 
be known if there was not, among the Arabs, fonie 
punilbment for not being faithful on fuch occaf;on§, 

I We 
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We talked of the ftage. I obfcrved, that wc 

had not now Itich a company of adors as in the 

laft age ; Wilks, Booth, &c. &c. — Jqhnfon. « You 

think fo, becaufc there is one who excels all the reft 

' fo much : you compare them with Garrick, and fee 

\ the deficiency. Garrick*s great diftindion is his 

\ univerfality. He can reprefcnt all modes o{ life^ 

\but that of an eafy fine bred gentleman." — Penning^ 
ion. " He (hould give over playing young parts/* 
—Johnfon. " He does not take them now j but 
he does not leave off thofe which he has been ufed 
to play, becaufe he does them better than any one 
elfc can do them. If you had generations of aftors, 
if they fwarmed like bees, the young ones might 
drive off the old. Mrs. Gibber, I think, got more 
reputation than flie deferved, as (he had a great 
famenefs ^ though her expreffion was undoubtedly- 
very fine. Mrs. Clive was the beft player I ever 
faw. Mrs. Pritchard was a very good one •, but (he 
had fomethmg affcfted in her manner: I imagine 
fee had fome player of the former age in her eye, 
which occafioncd it." 

Colonel Pennington faid, Garrick fometimes 
foiled in emphafis; as for inftance, in Hamlets 
T will fpeak daggers to her j but ufc nom^ 

iuftead of 

I will^/tfi daggers to her ; but ufi none. 

We had a dinner of two complete courfes, variety 
of wines, and the regimental band of mufick play- 
Jhg in the fquare, before the windows, after it. I 
enjoyed this day much. We were quite eafy and 
chtrcrful. Dr. Johnfon faid, " I ftiall always re- 
member this fort with gratitude,** J could not help 
3 b^ing 
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being ftruck with fomc admiration, at finding upon 
this barren fandy point, fuch buildings, — fuch a 
dinner, — fuch company : it was like enchantment. 
Dr. Johnforr, on the other hand, faid to me more 
rationally, that " it did not ftrike him as any thmg 
extraordinary ; becaufe he knew, here was a large 
fum of money expended in building a fort*, here, 
was a regiment. If there had been lefs than what 
we found, it would have furprized him.** He looked 
coolly' and deliberately through all the gradations : 
my warm imagination juftiped fron^ the barrea 
fands to the fplendid dinner and brilliant company, 
to borrow the expreffion of an abfurd poet, 

** Without ands or ifs, 
'* I ieapt from off the faads upon the cliffs :" 

The whole fcenc gave me a ftrong impreffion of die 
power and excellence of human art. 

We left the fort between fi^ and fevcn o'clock: 
Sir Eyre Coote, Colonel Pennington, and feveral 
more, accompanied us down flairs, and faw us 
into our chaife. There could not be greater atten- 
tion paid to any vifitors. Sir Eyre fpoke of the 
hardfhips which Dr. Johnfon had before him. — Bof^ 
well. " Confidering what he has faid of us, we 
muft make him feel fomething rough in Scotland.'* 
— Sir Eyre faid to him, " You muft change your 
name, fir." — Bofwell. " Ay, to Dr. McGregor." 

We got fafcly to Invernefs, and put up at 
Mackenzie's inn. Mr. Keith, the colleftor of Ex- 
cife here, my old acquaintance at Ayr, who 
had feen us at. the Fort, vifited us in the evening, 
and engaged us to dine with him next day, 
promifing to breakfaft with us, and take us to 

I 2 the 
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the Englifh chapel j fo that we were at once com-i 
ippdioufly arranged. 

Not finding a letter here that I expcdled, I felc 
a momentary impatience to be at home, Tranfient 
clouds darkened my imagination, and in thofc 
clouds I faw events from which I ftirunk; but a 
fentence or two of the Rambler* s coriverfation gave 
me firmnefs, and I confidered that I was upon an 
expedition for whjch I had vvifhed for years, and the 
recolleiftion of which would be a treafure to me for 
life. 

Sunday^ 2gtb /fuguft. 

Mr. Keith breakfafted with us. Dr. Johnfon ex- 
patiated rather too ftrongly upon the benefits de- 
rived to Scotland from the Union, and the bad 
(late of our people hpfore it. I am entertainecj 
with his copious exaggeration upon that fubjefl: ; 
but i am uneafy when people are by, who do not 
Jcnovyr him as well as I do, and may be apt to think 
him narrow-minded *• I therefore diverted the fub* 
jeft. 

The Englifh chapel, to which we went this 
jmorning, was but mean. The altar was a bare 
fir table, with a coarfe ftool for kneeling on, cover- 
ed with a piece of thick fail-cloth doubled, by way 
of cufhlon. The congregation was fmall. Mr. 
Tait, the clergyman, read prayers very well, though 
}yith much of the Scotch accent. He preached on 
** Love your Enemies^ It was remaricable that^ 
y^hen talking of the' conneftions amongft men, he 
faid, that (bme conne^ed themfelves with men of 

diftinguilTied 

• It in remarkable that Pr. Jobjifon read this gentle rcmoBftrance^ 
and took jii» noii<:e of it to me, ' v " * 



TO THE HEBRIDES. 117 

diftiilguiflied talents, and fince they could not equal 
them, tried to deck themfelves with their merit, by 
being their companions. The fentence was to this 
purpofe. It had an odd coincidence with what 
might be faid of my connefting myfclf with Dr, 
Johnfon* 

After church, we walked down to the Quay. 
We then went to Macbeth's callle. I had a roman- 
tick fatisfadtion in feeing Dr. Johnfon aftually in it. 
It perfedtly correfponds with Shakfpeare's defcrip- 
tion, which Sir Jofliua Reynolds has fo happily 
illuftratedi in one of his notes on our immortal 
poet : 

*' T^his caftle hath 4 pleafdnt feat : the air 
** Nimbly and fweetly recommends itfelf 
" Unto our gentle fenfe," &c. 

juft as we came out of it, a raven perched on 
one of the chimney-tops, and croaked • Then I 
repeated 

*< ,.^ — -— The raven himfelf is hoarfe. 



•* That croaks the fatal enterance of Duncaa 
*' Under my battlements/' 

We dined at Mr. Keith*s. Mrs. Keith was 
rather too attentive to Dr. Johnfon, aflcing him 
many queftions about his drinking only water. 
He reprefied that obfervation, by faying to me, 
" You may renlcmber that Lady Errol took no 
notice of this.** 

' Dr. Johnfon has. the hapy.art (for which I have 
heard my father praife the old Earl of Aberdeen) 
of inftrufting himfelf, by making every man he 
meets tell him fomething of what he knows beft. 

I 3 He 
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He led Keith to talk to him of the Excife in Scot* 
land, and, in the courfe of convcrfation, mentioned 
that his friend Mr. Thrale, the great brewer, paid 
twenty thoufand pounds a year to the revenue ; and 
that he had four calk?, each of which holds lixtccn 
hundred barrels, — above a thoufand hogfheads. 

After this there was little convcrfation that dc- 

ferves to be remembered. I ftiall therefore here 

again glean what I have omitted on former days. 

Dr. Gerrard, at Aberdeen, told us, that when he 

was in Waies, he was (hewn a valley inhabited by 

Danes, who ftill retain their own language, and 

are quite a diftinft people. Dr. Johnfon thought it 

could not be true, or all the kingdom muft have 

heard of it. He faid to me, as we travelled, *' thefe 

people, fir, that Gerrard talks of, may have fome- 

what of apeugrinify in their dialed, which relation 

has augmented to a different language.'* I aflced 

him ifperegrinity was an Englifli word : he laughed, 

and faid, /' No."' I told him this was the* fecond 

time that I had heard him coin a word. When 

Foote broke his leg, I obferved that it would make 

him fitter for taking off George Faulkner as Peter 

Paragragh, poor George having a wooden leg. Dr. 

Johofon at that time faid, "George will rejoice at 

the depeditation of Foote ;" and when I challenged 

that word, laughed, and owned he had made it^ 

and added that he had not made above three or four 

in his didionary *. 

Having 

• When upon iht fubjcft of xhU feregrintty, he told me fome par- 
ticulars concerning the compilation of his Diflionary, and concern- 
ingr hrs thflowing off Lord Chefterfield*s patronage, of whicli vcry^ 
ei oneous accounts have t>een circulated. Thefe particnlacs, with 
©Ik 1 8 which he afterwards gave me,— as, aVfo his celebrated letter to 
Lord Cheilerfield, which ^e dictated to me^ I referve for his 
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Having condufted Dr. Johnfon to our inn, I 
begged permiffion to leave him for a little, that I 
might run about and pay fomc fhort vifits to feve- 
ral good people of In vcrnefs. He faid to me, 
•' You% have all* the old-falhioned principles, 
-good and bad." — I acknowledge I have. That of 
attention to relations in the remoteft degree, or to 
worthy perfons, in every ftate whom I have once 
known, I inherit from my father. It gave me 
much fatisfaftion to hear every body at Invernefs 
fpeak of him with uncommon regard. — Mr. Keith 
and Mr. Grant, whom we had feen at Mr. M*Au- 
lay's, fupped with us at the inn. We had roafted 
kid, which Dr. Johnfon had never tailed before. 
He relilhed it much. 

Monday^ ^oth Auguft. 

This day we were to begin our equitation^ as I 
faid ; for / would needs make a word too. Jt is 
remarkable, that my noble, and to me moft con- 
ftant friend, the Earl of Pembroke, (who> if there 
b too much eafe on my part, will pleafe to pardoa 
what his benevolent, gay, focial intercourfe, and 
lively correfpondence, have infenfibly produced,) 
has (ince hit upon the very fame word. The title 
of the firft edition of his lordQiip's very ufeful book 
was,, in fimple terms, " A Method of breaking 
Horfes and teaching Soldiers to ride.'* The title 
of the fecond edition is, ** Military EopiTATioNr/* 

We might have taken a chaife to Fort Auguftus, 
but, had we not hired horfes at Invernefs, we 
Ihould not have found them afterwards : fo we re- 
folved to begin here to ride. We had three horfes^ 
fer Dr. Johnfon, myfelf, and Jofeph, and one 

I 4 which 
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which carried our portmanteaus, and two HighlancJ-* 
crs who walked along with us, John Hay and 
Lauchland Vafs, whom Dr. Johnfon has remember- 
ed with credit in his Journey, though he has omitted 
their names. Dr. Johnfon rode >ery well. 

About three miles beyond Invernefs, we faw, 
juft by the road, a very complete fpecimen of what 
is called a Druid's temple. There was a double^ 
circle, one of very large, the other of fmallcr: 
liones. Dr. Johnfon juftly obfervcd, that, " to 
go and fee one druidical temple is only to fee that it 
is nothing, for there is neither art nor power in it j . 
and feeing one is quite enough." 

It was a delightful day. Lochnefs, and the road 
upon the fide of it, fhaded with birch trees, and 
the hills above it, pleafed us much. The fcene 
was as fequeftercd and agreeably wild as could be 
4efired, and for a time ^ngrofled all our attefhtioih 

To fee Dr. Johnfon in any new fituation i§ al- 
ways an interefting objeft to me ; and, as I faw. 
him now for the firit time on horfeback, jaunting 
about at his eafe in queft of pleafure and novelty, 
the very different occupatioris of his former labori- 
ous Ijfe, his admirable* pfoduftions, his London, his 
Ramblerr &c. &c. immediately prefented them- 
selves to my mind, and the contraft made a ftrong 
impreflion on my imagination. 

When we had advanced a good way by the fide of 
Lochnefs, I perceived a little hut, with an old looking 
woman at the door of it. I thought here might be a 
icene that would amufe Dr. Johnfon % Sol mention- 
ed it to him. "Let's go in," faid he. We dif- 
mounted, and we and our guides entered the hut^ 
It was a wretched little hovel of earth only, I think, 

and 
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tStid for a window had only a fmall hole, which was 
ftoppcd with a piece of turf, that was taken out oc- 
cafionally to let in light. In the middle ofthef 
room or fpace which we entered, was a firfc of pcat^ 
the fmoke going out at a holef in the roof. She had 
a pot upon it, with goat's fleih, boiling. There 
was atone end under the fame roof, but divided bf 
a kind of partition made of wattles, a peel or fold 
in which we faw a good many kids, 

Dn Johnfon was curious to know whefc flic 
flept. I afked one of the guides, who queftioned 
her in Erfe. She anfwered with a tone ofemocioir^ 
faying, (as he told us,) Ihe was afraid we wanted to 
go to bed to her. This coquetry^ or whatever it 
may be called, of 'fo wretched a being, was truly 
ludicrous. Dr. Johnfon and I afterwards were 
merry upon it. I faid, it was he who alarmed the 
poor- woman's virtue. — -*' No, fir, (faid he,) Ihe'll 
lay, * there came a wicked young fellow^ a wild 
dog, who I believe would have raviflied me, had 
there not been with him a grave ohi gentleman, who 
repreffed him : but when he gets out of the fight of 
his tutor, ril warrant you he'll fpare no woman he 
meets, young or old." — "No, fir, (I replied,.) (he*U 
fey, * There was a terrible ruffian who would have 
forced me, had it not been for a civil decent young 
man. who, I take it, was an angel fcntfrom heaven 
to proteft me." 

Dr. Johnfon would not hurt her delicacy, by in- 
fifting on " feeing her bed-chamber," like yircberia 
the Beaux Stratagem. But my curiofity was more 
ardent ; I lighted a piece of paper, and went into 
the place where the bed was. There was a little 
partition of wicker, rather more neatly done than 

that 
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that for the fold, and clofe by the wait was a kind 
of bedftcad of wood with heath upon it by way of 
bed i at the fooiLof which I faw fomc fort of blank- 
ets orcovfring rolled up in a heap. The woman's 
name was Frafer; (o was her hu(band's» He was a 
man of eighty. Mr. Frafer of Balnain allows him 
to live in this hut, and keep fixty goats, for taking 
care of his woods, where he then was. They had 
'five children, the eldeft only thirteen. Two were 
gone to Invernefs to buy meal j the reft were look- 
ing after the gpats. This contented family had 
four ftacks of barky, twenty four fheaves in each. 
They had a few fowls. We were informed that 
they lived all the fpring without meal, upon milk 
and curd« and whey alone. What they get for 
their goats, kids, and fowls, maintains them dur- 
iiig the reft of the year. 

She afked us to fit down and take a dram. I faw 
one chair. She faid fhe was as happy as any wo- 
man in Scotland. She could hardly {pczk any Eft- 
giilh except a few detached words. JDr, Johnfon 
was pleafed at feeing, for the firft time, fuch'aftate 
of human life. She afked for fnuff. It is her 
luxury, and fbe ufes a great deal. We had none ; ' 
but gave her fix pence a piece. She then brought 
out her whilky bottle. I tafted it 5 as did Jofeph 
and our guides : lb I gave her fupcnce more. She 
fent us away with many prayers in Erfe; 

. We dined at a publick houfe called ihtGemrars 
Hut, from Gtneral' Wade, who was lodged there 
when he conmanded in the North. Near it is the 
meaneft pariih Kirk I ever faw. It is a Ihame it 
fliould he on a high road. After dinner,; we paflcd 
through a good deal of mountainous country. \ 
had known Mr. Trapaud, the deputy governour of 

' Fort 
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Fort Auguftus, ^twelve years ago, at a circuit at 
InVernefs, where my father was judge. 1 font few- 
ward one of our guides, and Jofcph, with a card to 
him, that he might know Dr. Johnlbn and I were 
coming up, leaving it to him to invite us or not Ic 
was dark when we arrived. The inn was wretched. 
Government ought to build one, or give the refident 
governour an additional falary ; as in thejprcfent ftatc 
of things, he muft neceflarily be put to a great ex- 
pence in entertaining travellers. Jofcph announced 
to us, wlien we alighted, that the governour waited 
for us at the gate of the fort. We walked to it. 
He met us, and with much civility conduded us to 
his houfe. It was comfortable to find ourfelves in 
a well built little fquare, and a neatly fumiftied. 
houfe, in good company, and with a good fupper 
before us ; in fliort, with all the conveniencies of 
civilized life in the midft of rude mountains. Mrs, 
Trapaud, and the governour's daughter, and her 
hu(band. Captain Newmarfli, were all moft obliging 
and polite. The governour had excellent animal 
fpirits, the converfation of a foldier, and fomewhat 
of a Frenchman, to which his extradion entitles 
him. He is brother to General Cyrus Trapaud, 
We paffed a very agreeable evening. 

Tuefday^ 3 ift Augufi. 
The governour has a very good garden. We 
looked at it, and at the reft of the fort, which is but 
fmall, and may be commanded from a variety of hills 
around. We alfo looked at the galley or (loop be- 
longing to the fort, which fails upon the Loch, and ^ 
brings what is wanted for the garrifon. Captains Urie 
and Darippe, of the '15th regiment of foot, break- 
fafted with, us. They had ferved in America, and 

enter- 
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entertained Dr. Johnfon much with an account 6f 
the Indians. He faid, he could make a very pretty 
book out -of them, were he to ftay there. Govern- 
our Trapaud was much ftruck with Dr. Johnfon; 
^ I like to hear him, (faid he,) it is fo majeftick, 
I fhould be glad to hear him fpeak in your court." 
—He preffed Us to ftay dinner ; but I confidered 
that we had a rude road before us, which we could 
more eafily encounter in the mornings and that it 
was hard to fay wheiv we might get up, were we to 
fit down to good entertainment, in good company : 
I therefore begged the governour would excufe us. 
-—Here too, I had another very pleafing proof how 
much my father is regarded. The governour ex- 
preffed the higheft refpeft for him, and bade me 
tell him, that, if he would come that way on the 
Northern circuit, he would do him all the honours 
of the gaFrifon* ' 

Between twelve arid one we (n out, and travelled 
eleven miles, through a wild country, till we came 
to a houfe in Glenmorifon, called Anocb^ kept by 
a McQueen*. Our landlord was a fcnfible fellow ; 
he had learnt his grammar, and Dr. johnfon juftly 
obferved', that '* a man is the better for that as 
long as he lives." There were fome books here : a 
Treatife againft Drunkennefs, tranflated from the 
French; a volume of the Speftator ; a volume of 
Prideaux*s Connexion, and Cyrus's Travels. 
M'Queen faid he had more volumes ; and his pride 

feemed 

* A M'Queen is a Highland mode of exprcflion. An Engliflimaa 
would fay one M*Qti^een. But wheie there are clans or tribejof men,- 
'di^w2:u''.(h€6 hy patrcnjmick furnames, the individuals- of each ar9 
coniidered a» ifthev were cf different fpecici, at leaft as much a« 
nations are diftinguiflied } fo that ^M*S^e/t, SLM'DofiaU, zM'Lean^ 
is faid, as wc fay a Frenchman, an Italian, a Spapiard. 
I 
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lijemed to be much piqued that wc were furprifcd at 
l)is having books. 

Near to this place we had pafled a pi^rty of foldi*^ 
crs, under a fetjeant'3 command, at work upon the 
road. We gaye them two fhillings to drink. They 
came to our inn^ and made, merry in the barn. We 
went and paid them a vifit. Dr. Johnfon faying^ 
f • Come, let's go and give 'em another ihilling 
a-piece." We did fo ; and he was faluted *' my 
lord" hy all of them. He is really generous, 
loves influence, and has the way of gaining it. He 
faid, " I am quite feudal, fir." Here I agree with 
him. I faid, I regretted I was not the head of a 
clan -, however, though not poffcflcd of fuch ati 
hereditary advantage, I would always endeavour to 
make my tenants fqllow m?. ' I could not be ^paSri^ 
archal chief, but I would be z feudal chkt 

The poor foldiers got too much liquor. Some 
of them fought, and l^ft blood upon ;he fpot, anc^ 
curfed whilky next morning, f ^e houfp here wa^ 
built of thick turfs, and thatche4 with thinner 
turfs and heath. Jt had threp rooms in length, an^ 
a little room which projedled. Where we fat, the 
.fide- walls were wainfcottedy as Dr. Johnfon faid, 
with wicker, very neatly plaited. Our landlord 
had made the whole with his own hands. 

Afcer dipner, M'Quqen f^t by us a while, and 
talked with us. He faid, all the Laird of Glen- 
morifon's people; WQuld bleed for him, if they were 
)vell ufed ; but that feventy men had gone out of 
the Glen to America. That he himfclf intended to 
go next year ; for that the rent of his farm, which 
twenty yea^s ago was orjly five pounds, was nq^ 

raiicd 
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raifcd to twenty pounds. That he could pay ten 
pounds, and live ; but no more. — Dr. Johnfon faid, 
he wi(hed M'Queen laird of Glenmorifon, and the 
laird to go to America. M'Queen vety generoufly 
anlwcred, he fhould be forry for it 5 for the laird 
could not (hift for himfelf in America as he could 
do. 

I talked of the officers whom we had left to day; 
how much fervice they had feen, and how little they 
got for it^ even of fame. — Johnfon, *' Sir, a foldicr 
gets as little as any man can %tx,'^—Bof%vilL 
" Goldfmith has acquired more fame than all the 
officers laft war, who were, not Generals." — Johnfon. 
•• Why, fir, you will find ten thoufand fit to do 
what they did, before you find one who does whac 
Goldfmith has done. You muft confider, that a 
thing is valued according to its rarity. A pebble 
that paves the ftreet is in itfelf more ufeful than the 
diamond upon a lady's finger.''— I wilh our friend 
Goldfmith had heard this. 

I yefterday expreffed my wonder that John Hay, 
one of our guides, who had been prefled aboard a 
man of war, did not choofe to continue in it longer 
than nine months, after which time he got off.— • 
Johnfon. " Why, fir, no man will be a failor, 
who has contrivance enough to get himfelf into a 
jail *, for, being in a (hip is being in a jail, with the 
chance of being drowned." 

We had tea in the afternoon, and our landlord's 
daughter, a modeft civil girl, very neatly dreft, 
made it for us. She told us, (he had been a year 
at Invernefs, and learnt reading and writing, fewing, 
knotting, working lace, and paftry. Dn Johnfon 

made 
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made her a prefent of a book which he had bought 
at Inverncfs *. 

The room had fome deals laid acrofs the Joifts, as 
a kind of ceiling. There were two beds in the 
room, and a woman's gown was hung on a rope to 
make a curtain of reparation between them, joleph 
had iheets, which my wife had fent with us, laid oa 
them. We had much hefitation, whether to undrefs, 
or lie down with our clothes on. I faid at laft, 
" rU plunge in ! There will be lefs harbour for 
vermin about me, when I am ftripped! — Dr. John- 
fon faid, he* was like one hefitating whether to go 
into the cold bath. At laft he refolved too. I ob- 
ferved, he might ferve a campaign, — Johnfon. ** I 
could do all that can be done by patience : whether 
I fhould have ftrength enough, I know not.*' — He 
was in excellent humour. To fee the Rambler as 
I faw him to-night, was really an amufement: I 
yefterday told him, I was thinking of writing a 

poetical 

* This book htt given rife to much inquiry^ which has ended in 
ludicrous furprife. Several ladies, wiihing to Jearn the kind of read- 
ing which the great and good Dr. Johnfon efteemed moft fit for a 
young woman, defired to know what book he had felefted for this 
Highland nymph. ** They never adverted, (faid he,) that I had no 
(boice in the matter. I have faM that I prefented her with a book 
which I happened to have about me/*— And what was this book ?-— 
My readers, prepare your features for* merriment. It was Cocker*s 
Arithmetick /—Wherever this was mentioned, there was a loud laugh, 
at which Dr. Johnfon, when prefent, ufcd fomctimes to be a little 
angry. One day, when we were dining at General Oglethorpe's, 
where we had many a valuable day, I ventui%d to interrogate him,, 
*^ But, fir, is it not fomewhat fingular that you ihould happen to 
have Cocker^ s Arithmetick about you on your journey ? What made 
you buy fuch a book at Invernefs" ?— He gave me a very fufficient 
anfwer. «* Why, fir, if you are to have but one book with you upon 
a journey, let it be a book of fcience. When you have read through 
^ book of entertainment, you know it, and it can do no more foe 
jrou I b^t f. boojc of fcience is inexhauilible.** 
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poetical letter to him, on his return from Scotland ^ 
in the ftile of Swift's humorous epiftle in the charac- 
ter of Mary Gulliver to her hufhand. Captain Lemuel 
Gulliver, on his return to England from the country 
Qf the Houybnbums : 

9* At early morn I to the market halle, 

•' Studious in cv'ry thing to pleafe thy tafte. 

** A axrioas /oiv 1 2ind /far agra/s I chofe ; 

*' (For I remember you were fond of thofe :) 

♦' Three fhillings coft the firft, the laft fev'n groats ; 

^ * Sullen you turn from both, and call for o a t s . " 

Pe laugl^ied, and afked in whpfe name I would 
write it. I faid, ip Mrs. Thrale's. He was angry, 
** Sir, if you have any fenfe of decency or delicacy, 
you won't do that !" — BofwelL " Then let it be ia 
Cole's, the landlord of the Mitre tavern \ where 
vre have fo often fi^t together." — Jobnfon. " Ay, 
that may do.'* 

After we had offered up our private devotions, 
^nd had chatted a little from our beds. Dr. Johnfon 
faid, *^ God bkfs us both, for Jefus Chrift's fake ! 
Good night ?** — I pronounced '^ Amen!^ — He fell 
afleep imaiediately. I was not fo fortunate for a long 
time* I fancied myfelf bit by innumerable vermin 
under the clothes ; and that a fpider was travelling 
from the wainfcot towards my mouth, ^t laft I 
fell into Infenfibility* 

Wednefdayy \fi September. 
I awaked very early. I began to imagine that 
the landlord, being about to emigrate, might murr? 
derus to get our money, and lay it upon the foldiers 
in the barq. Such groundlefs fears will arife in the 
mind, before it has refumed its vigour after fleep \ 
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tit. Johnfon had had the fame kind of ideas ; for hci 
told me afterwards, that he totifidered fo man/ 
foldiersy having few us, wotild be witnefies, fhould 
any harm be doiie^ and that cirdumftance, I fup* 
j)ofe, he cortfidered as a fecuf ity. When I got up, 
1 found him found afleep in his miferable/jy^, as I 
may call it, with a coloured handkerchief tied found 
his head. With difficulty could I awaken him. 
It reminded me of Henry the Fourth's finefoliloquy 
on flcep; for there was; here as uneajy a pdlkt as the 
poet*s imagination could poffiby conceive. 

A redcoat of the 15th regiment, whether officer^ 
Or only ferjeant, I could not be furc, came to the 
houfe, in his way io the mountains to Ihoot deer, 
which it feems the Laird of Glcnmorifon does not 
hinder any body to do. Few, indeed, can do them 
harm. We had him to breakfaft with us. We got 
away about eight. M*Quecn walked fome miles tor 
give us a convoy. He had, in 1745, joined the 
Highland army at Fort Auguftus, and continued 
in it till after the battle of Culloden. As he narrated 
the particulars of that ill-advifed, but brave attempt^ 
I could^not refrain from tears. The/e is a certain 
aiTociation of ideas in my mind upon that fubjeA, by 
which I am ftrongly aftcfted. The very Highland 
names, or the found of a bagpipe, will (lir my blood, 
and fill me with a mixture of melancholy and refpeft 
for courage \ with pity for an unfortunate and fuper* 
ftitious regard for antiquity, and thoughtlefs inclina« 
tioii for war ; in Ihort, with a crowd of fcnfations 
with which fober rationality has nothing to .do. 

We paflcd through Glenlheal, with, prodigious 
mountains on each fide. We faw where the the bat- 
tle was fought in the year 17 19. Dr. johnfon owned 

K tc 
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he was now in a fccne of ^s wild nature as he cOulJ 
fee; but he corredied me fomecimes in my inaccurate 
obfervations. — " There, (faid I,) is a mountain like 
. a cone." — John/on. " No, fir. U would be called fa 
in a book ; and wheii a man comes to look at ic^ he 
fees it is not fo. It is indeed pointed at. the top; 
but one fide of rt is larger than the other.^-^^Ano- 
ther mountain I called immenfe. — Johnfoti. *• No % 
it is no more thah a confiderable protuberance/' 

We came to a rich green valley, comparatively 
fpeaking, and flopped a while to let our horfes reft 
and eat grafs*. .We foon afterwards came to Auchna- 
iheal, a kind of rural village, a number of cottages 
being built together, as we faw all along in the High- 
lands. We paffed many miles this day without fee- 
ing a houfe, but only little fummer-huts, called^/V/- 
ings-. Even Campbell, fervant to Mr. Murchifon, fadtor 
to the Laird of Macleod in Glenelg, ran along with ud 
to-day.. .He was a very obliging fellow. At Auch- 
nalheal, we fat down on a green turf- feat at the end 
6f a houfe; they brought us out two wooden diflies 
of milk, which we tafted. One of them was frothed 
like a fyllabub. I faw a woman preparing it with 

fuch 

♦ Dr. Johnfon, in his Journty^ thus 'beaiHtifoIIy defcribes his fitiK 
aiion here « **I fat down on a bank, fuch as a writer of romance n>ight 
fcave del'gWted to feign. I htid, indeed, no trees to 'whifpfcr over Itty 
head; biit a cl«^r rivulet ftreaiH^d at my feet. The day was calnn, 
the air fofr, and all was rudenefs, iiknce, aind folitude. Before nae» 
and on eitli^r fide, were high hills, which, by hindering the eye fr«m 
I a hgmg, forced the mind to find entertainment fov itfelf. Whether 
I fpcnt the ^lour wt|l, I know not ; fof here I firft conceded the 
Ihfttig^ht of thts narration."— The Critical RenjUwer'j, with a fpirit and 
cxprefllon worthy of the fubjeft, fey,—" We congratulate thtpublick 
on the event with which this quotation concludes, and arc fully per- 
suaded that tlie4ieiir in which the entertaining traveller conceived this 
tafirrative ^i\\ be confidered, by every reader of tafte, as a fortunate 
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ftich a Aick as is ufed for chocolate, aixd in the fame 
inarincr; Wc had a confiderabl? circle about us^ 
mm^ women and children^ all J\}^Craas, Lord Se^« 
forth^s people. Not one of them cpuld fpeak Ea- 
glifli, I obferved to Dr. Johnfon^ it was much the 
ii^ne a£( being with a tribe of Indhns.^-^yobn/oaJ 
♦* Y^, fir ; but.iiof: & terrifying/* Igave all who 
choie it, fnufF and tobacco. Governour Trapaud had 
made us buy a quantity at Fort Auguftus, and put 
(hem mp in. finall parcels. I alfo gave each perfon 
a bit of wheat fctt-dad, whith they had never tafted 
before. L then gave a penny apiece to each child*' 
I told Dr. loihcibn of this; upon which he called to 
Jofeph and (Air guidesi, for dhang^ for a (hillings 
aRd;declared' that he would diftribut? amofigthe chiK 
dren. Upon this being announced in Erfe there 
was a great ftir ; not. only did fome children come 
running down from neighbouring huts, but I ob« 
ferved one black-hained man^ who had been with 
us all along^ had ^finc ofl^ and retimed, bringing 
a very young child. My felloe traveller then or- 
dered the children to be drawn up in a row f and he 
dealt about his copper, and made them and their pa- 
rent;? all happy. The poor M'CraaSj whatever may 
be their prefent ftate, were of confiderable eftimation 
in the year 1715, when, there was a line i^ a fong^ 
And aw the brave M*Craas are coming '^i 

K 2 There 

cveiit in the annals of literature. Were it fuitable to the tafk in which 
nve are at prefent engaged, to indulge ourfelves in a poetical flight, 
i^e would invoke the winds of the Caledonian mountains- to blo^ 
forever, with their fofteft breezes, on the bank where our author re- 
clined, and reqeuft of Flora, that it might be perpetually adorned 
with the gaycft and mod fragrant produftions of the year." 

♦ The M'Craas, or Macraes, were fince that time brought into 
the king's army, by the late Lord Seaforth. When they lay in Edin- 
burgh 
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There was great divcrfity in the faces of the cif* 
cle around us : Some were as black and wild iit 
tHeir appearance as any American favages whatever. 
One woman was as comely almoft as the figure of 
Sappho, as we fee it painted. We afked the old 
woman, the miftrefs of the houfc where we had the 
milk, (which by the bye^ Dn Johnfon told me, for 
I did not obferve it myfelf, was built not of turf, 
' but of ftone,) what we ftiould pay. She faid, what 
we pleafed. One of our guides j^ed her, in Erfe, 
if a fliilKng was enough. She faid, «Ycs/' But 
fome of the men bade her a(k more. This vexed 
me ; becaufe it Ihewed a defire to Impofe upon 
ftrangers, as they knew that even a (hilling was 
high payn^ent. The woman, however, honeftly per* 
filled in her firft price $ £o I gave her half a crown. 
—Thus we had one good fcene of life uncommon 
to us. The people were very much pleafed, gavje 
us many bleflings, and faid they had not had fuch 
a day fince the old Laird of Macleod's time. 
Dr. Johnfon was much refrelhed by this repafL 

He 

btirgh caftte In f77l» tnd w«« ordcKd to embark for Strfty, they, 
with a numbcir of other men in the regtmeiaty for different rea« 
£ontf but efpecially an apprehenfion that they were to be fold to the 
Kaft-India Company, though enlifted nbt to be fent out of G^at« 
Britain without thtar own confent, made a determined mutiny^ 
and encamped upon the lofty mountain, Arthur*! featt where they re- 
mained three days and three nights j bidding defiance to all the force ta 
Scotland. At laft they came down, and embarked peaceably, hay* 
. ing obtained formal articles of capitulation, '(igned by Sir Adolphua 
Oughton, commander in chief. General Skene, deputy commander, 
the Duke of Buccleugh, and the Earl ofDunmore, which quieted 
them* Since the feceOion of the Commons of Rome tothtMons 
$4uert a more fpirited exertion has not been made. I gave great 
attention to it from iirft to laft, and have drawn up a particular ac- 
count of it. Thofe brave ftllows have fince ferved their country 
f ffeflually at Jerfey, and alfo in theEaft-Indies, to whicbj after be- 
ing better iilfprmed, they voluntarily agreed to go. 
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He was pleafed when I told him he would make ^ 
good Chief. He faid, " Were I a chief, I would 
drefs my fervants better than myfelf, and knock a 
fellow down if he looked faucy to a Macdonald in 
rags : but I would not treat men as brutes. I 
would let them know why all of my clan were to 
have attention paid to them. I would tell my upper 
' fervants why, and make them tell the others." 

We rode on well, till we came to the high moun*' 
tain called the Rattakin, by which time both Dr. 
Johnfon and the horfes were a good deal fatigued. 
It is a terrible fteep to climb, notwitbftanding the 
road is formed flanting along it ^ however, we made 
it out. On the top of it we met Captain M*Leod 
of Balmenoch (a Dutch officer who had come from 
Sky) riding with his fword flung acrofs him. tte 
alked, ** Is this Mr. Bofwell ?" which was a proof 
that we were expecled. Going down the hill on 
the other fide was no ealy taflc. As Dr. Johnfon 
was a great weight, the two guides agreed that he 
(hould ride the horfes alternately. Hay's were the 
two bed, and the Doctor would not ride but upon 
one or other of them, a black or a brown. But, 
as Hay compUined much after afcending the Rat^^ 
tajtwj ihc Doftor w^s prevailed with to mount one 
of Vafs*s greys. As he rode upon it down Hill, it 
did ndt go well ; and he grumbled, i I walked on 
z little before, but was excejiively entertained with 
the method taken to keep him in good humour. 
Hay led the horfe's head, talking to Dr. Johnfon 
as much as he could ; and (having heard him, in 
the forenoon, exprefs a paftoral pleafure on feeing 
the goats browzing) juft when the Doftor was utter- 
ijig his difpleafure, the fellow cried, with a very 
K3 Highland 
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Highland accent, " See fuch pretty goats !" Thtr^ 
he whittled, "whu I and made them jump. — Little 
did he conceive what DotStor Johnfori was. Herq 
now was a common ignorant Highland clown ima- 
gining that he could divert, as one does a child,— 
X)r, Samuel Johnfon ! — The ludicroufnefs, abfurdity, 
and extraordinat y contraft between what the fellow 
fancied, ,and the reality, was truly comick. 

It grew duffcy •, and we h^d a very tedious ride 
for what v^as called five miles •, but I am fure would 
nieaiure ten. We had no converfation, I was 
riding forward to the inn at Glenelg, on the fhorc 
oppofite to Sky, that I might take proper meafures, 
before Dr. Johnfon, who was now advancing in 
dreary filence. Hay leading his^orfe, fhould arrive. 
Vals allb walked by the fide of his horfe, and Jofeph 
followed behind : as therefore he was thus attended, 
and feemed to be in deep meditation, I thought 
there could be no harm in leaving him for a little 
while. He called me back, with a tremendous 
Ihour, and was really in a paflion with me for 
leaving him. I told him my intentions, but he 
was not fatisfied, and faid, *' Do you know, I 
ihould as foon have thought of picking a pocket, as 
doing fo." — Bofwell. *' I am diverte^l with you, 
i\x.^^ -^Johnfon. '' Sir, I could never be diverted 
with incivility; Doing fuch a thing, makes one 
lofe confidence in him who has done it, as one can-* 
not teil what he may do next."— His extraordinary 
warmth confounded me fo much, that I juftified 
myfelf but lamely to him;, yet my intentions were 
not improper. I wiQied to get on, to fee how wc 
were to be lodged, and how we were to get a boat • 
ail which I thought I could beft fettle ;myfcf If, with- 
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out his having any trouble. To apply his gi^at 
mind to minme particulars, is wrong : it is like 
taking ^n impfienfe balance, fuch as is kept on 
quays for weighing cargoes of fhips,— to weigh a 
guinea. I knew I had neat little fcaks, which 
would do better j and that his attention xo every 
thing which falls in his way, and his pncommoqi 
defire to be always in the right, would make him 
weigh, if he knew of the particulars: it was right, 
therefore for me to weigh them, and let him have 
them only in effed. I however continued to ride 
by him, finding be wifced I fhouFd do fo. 

As we paffed the barracks at Bernera, I looked 
at them wifhfully, as foldiers have always every 
thing in the beft order : but thpre was only a ferjeani: 
and a few men there. We came on to the inn at 
Glenelg. There was no provender for our horfes i 
fo they were fent to grafs, with a man to watcht 
them. A maid ihewed us up Hairs into a room, 
damp and dirty, with bare walls, a variety of bad 
fmells, a coarfe black greafy fir table, and forms of 
the fame kind ; and out of a wretched bed ftarted 
a fellow from his deep, Jike Edgar in King Lear, 
f* Poor Horn's a cold*:' 

This inn was furniftied with not a fingle article 
that we could either eat or drink; but Mr. Murchi^ 
fon, faftor to the Laird of Mackod in Glenelg, fent 
qs a bottle of rum and fomc fugar, with a polite 
meflage, to acquaint us, .that he was very forry 
that ne did not hear of us till we had paffed hi$ 
houle, otherwife he fhould have infifted on pur 
fleeping there that night ; and that, if he were not 

K 4 obliged 

• It is flmuHng to obfervc the different images which this bcii|g 
prerented to Dr. Johnfon and me. The Doftor, ii^ his JoVRNET* 
fo^msns him to a Cjchff, 
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obliged to fetout for Invcrncfs early next mornings 
he would have waited upon us. — Such extraordU 
nary attention from this gentleman, to entire ftran* 
gers, deferves the mod honourable commemoration. 

Our bad accommodation here made me uneafy, 
and almoft fretful. Dr. Johnfon was calm. I faid, 
he was fo from vmity.-^Jobnfon. ** No, fir, it is 
from philofophy.**-^It pleafed me to fee that the 
Rambler could pfaftife fo well his own lelTons. 

1 refumed the fubjeft of my leaving him on the 
road, and endeavoured to defend it better. He 
was ftill violent upon that head, and faid, " Sir, 
had you gone on, I was thinking that I fhould 
have returned with you to Edinburgh, and then have 
parted from you, and never fpoken to you more." 

I fent for frefh hay, with which we made beds 
for ourfelves, each in a room equally mifcrable. 
Like Wolfe, we had a ^^ choice of dtfficuUies.^^ 
'Dt. Johnfon made things eafier by comparifon. At 
M*Qucen's^ laft night, he obferved, that few were 
ib well lodged in a fhip. To-night he faid, we 
were better than if we had been upon the hill. He 
lay down buttoned up in his great coat. I had my 
flicets fpread on the hay, and my clothes and great 
eoat laid qver me, by way of blankets* 
^burfdayy 2d September, 

I had flept ill. Dr. Johnfon's anger had afFc6led 
me much. I confidcred that, without any bad in- 
tention, I might fuddenly fgrfeit his friendfliip j and 
was impatient to fee him this morning, I told him 
how uneafy he had made me, by what he had faid^ 
gnd reminded him of his own remark at Aberdeen, 
upon ©Id friendfhips being haftily broken off. He 
CWPfd^ he had f|)oIce|^ to me in paQion 5 that he 
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if^ould not have done what he threatened ; and that^ 
if he had, he fhould have been t^n times worfc.thani 
I; that forming intimacies, would indeed be "lim- 
ning the water/* were they liable to fuch fuddcn 
diffolution ; and he added, " Let's think no more 
on\r—BofwelL " Well then, fir, I (hall be eafy. 
Remember, I am to iiave fair warning in cafe of 
any quarrel. You are never to fpring a mine upoa ' 
me. It was abfiird in me to believe you.*' — Jobn^ 
fin. " You deferved about as mucb^ as to believe 
me from night to morning," 

After breakfaft, we got into a boat for Sky. It 
rained much when we fet off, but cleared up as . 
we advanced. One of the boatmen, who fpoke 
Englilh, faid, that a mile at land was two miles at 
fea. I then obfcrved, that from Glenelg to Armi- 
dale in Sky, which was our prefent courfe, and is 
called twelve, was only^ fix miles : but. this he could 
not underftand. " Well, (faid Dr. Johnfon,) never 
talk to me of the native good fenfe of the Highland* 
ers. Here is a fellow who calls one mile two, and 
yet ' cannot comprehend that twelve fuch imaginary 
miles make in truth but fix." 

We reached the Ihore of Armidale before one 
o'clock. Sir Alexander McDonald came down to 
receive us. He and his lady, (formerly Mifs Bof- 
ville of Yorkfliire,) were then in a houfe built by a 
tenant at this place, which is in the diftridt of Slate, 
the family manfion her? having been burned in Sir 
Ponald Macdonald's time. 

The moft ancient feat of the chief of the Mac- 
^opalds in the ifle of Sky was at Duntulm, where 
there are the remains of a ftately caftle. The prin- 
cipal rcfid^nce of the family is now at Mugftot, at 

which 
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which there is a confiderable building. Sir Alcxan*. 
der and lad/ Macdenald had come to Armidale it% 
their way to Edinburgh, where it was ncceflary for 
them to be foon after this time. 

Armidale is lituateS' on a pretty bay of the nar- 
row fea, which flows between the maii> land of 
Scotland and the Ifle of Sky. In front there is ^ 
grand profped: of the rude mountains of Moidart 
and Knoidart. Behiod are hills gently rifing am} 
covered with a finer verdure than I expeffced to fee 
in this climate, and the fcene is enlivened by a. 
number of^little clear brooks. 

Sir Alexander Macdonal^ having been an Eton 
ichoIar% and being a gentleman of talents, Dr« 
Johnlbn had been very well pkafed with him in 
London. But my fellow-traveller and I were now 
full of the old Highland fpirit, and were diflatisfied 
at hearing of racked rents and emigration ; and 
&idiflg a chief not furrounded by his clan. Dr. 
Jobnfofl faid, " Sir, the Highland chiefs fbould not 
be allowed to go farther fouth than Aberdeen. A 
firoi^«-mif|died man, like Sir James Macdonald, < 
may be improved by an Englifti education ; but in 
general, they will be tamed into infignificance/' 

We found here Mr. Janes of Aberdeenlhire, a 
naturalift. Janes faid he hsjd been at Dr, J^hnfon's 
ifi London, with Fergufon the aftronomer. —Johnfon. 
** It is ftrange that, in fuch diftant places, I (hould 
meet with any one who knows me. ' I Ihould hav^ 
thotight I might hide myfelf in Sky.*^ 

Friday 'i ^d September. 
This day proving wet, we fhould have pafled 
our time very uncomfortably, had we not found in 

* the 
• See bis Latin vcrfcs addrcflcd.t* ^r. Johnfon, in the Af< 
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(die houfe two chefts of books, which we eagerly 
ranfacked. After dinner, when I alone was left at 
table with the few Highland gentlemen who wen^ of 
the company, having talked with very high refpeft 
of Sir James Macdonald, they were all fo much 
affcded as to fhed tears. One of them was Mr. 
Donald Macdonald, who had been lieutenant of 
grenadiers in the Highland regiment, raifed by 
Colonel Montgomery, now Earl of Eglintoune, m 
the war before laft ; one of thofe regiments which 
the late I^ord Chatham prided himfelf in having 
brought from " the mountains of the North :" by 
fJoing which he contrAutcd to extinguifti in the 
pighlands the remains of difafiedtion to the prcfent 
Royal Family. From this gentleman's converfation, 
I firft learnt how very popular his Colonel was 
among the Highlanders •, of which I had fuch coh- 
tinucd proofs, during the whole courfe of my Tour^ 
that on my return I could not help telling the noble 
Earl himfelf, that I did not before know how great 
a man he was. 

Wfc were advifcd by fome perfons here to vifit 
jj^afay, in our way to;Dunvegan, the feat of the 
Laird of Macleod. Being informed that the Rev, 
Mr. Donald M'Queen was the moft intelligent man 
in Sky, and having been favoured with a letter of 
iptroduftion to him, by'the learned Sir James Foulis, 
1 fent it to him by an exprefs, and requefted he 
would meet us at Rafay j and at the fame time en- 
clofed a letter to the Laird of ^Macleod, informing 
him that we intended in a few days to have the 
hpnour of waiting on him at Dunvegan. 

Dr. Johnfon this day endeavoured to obtain fbme 
knowledge of the ftate of the country j but com- 

^ plained 
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plained that he could get no diilinft information 
about any things from thofe with whom he con- 
vcrfcd* 

Saturday 9 4fh September. 
My endeavours to roufe the £ngli(h-bred Chief- 
tain^ in whofe houfe we were, to the feudal and 
patriarchal feelings, proving ineffeftual, D/. John* 
jbn this morning tried to bring him to our way of 
thinking. — John/on. " Were I in your place, fir, 
in feven years I would make this an independant 
ifland. 1 would roaft oxen whole, and hang out 
a flag as a fignal to the Macdonalds to come and 
get beef and whiflcy.**— Sir Alexander was ftill 
ftarting difficulties. — Johnfon. " Nay, fir ; if you 
are born to obje£b, I have done with you. Sir, I 
would have a magazine of arms.*' — Sir Alexander. 
« They would ruft/' — Jobnfin. « Let there be 
men to keep them clean. Your anceftors did not 
ufe to let their arms ruft.'* 

We attempted in vain to communicate to him a. 
portion of our enthufiafm. He bore with fo polite 
a good-nature, our warm, and what fome might 
call Gothick, cxpoftulations, on this fubjeft, that 
I Ihpuld not forgive myfclf, were I to record all 
that Dr. Johnfon's ardour led him to fay. — ^Thi? 
day was little better than a blank. 

Sunday^ $tb September. 

I walked to the parifti church of Slate, which is 
a very poor one. There are no church bells in the 
ifland. I was told there were once fome 5 what has 
become of them, I could not learn. The minifter 
not being at home, there was no fervice, I went 

into 
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into the church, and faw the monument of Sir 
James Macdonald, which was elegantly executed 
at Rome, and has the following infcription, written 
by his friend, George Lord Lyttelton : 

To the memory 
Of Sir JAMES MACDONALD, Bart; 

Who in the flower of youth. 
Had attained to fo eminent a degree of knowledge 

In Mathematics, Philofophy, Languages, 
And .in every other branch of ufeful and polite learning. 
As few have acquired in a long life 
Wholly devoted to ftudy : 
Yet to this erudition he joined 
What can rarely be found with it^ 
Great talents forbufinefs. 
Great propri^y of behaviour. 
Great politenefs of manners ! 
His eloquence was fweet, correct, and flowing; 
His memory vaft and exad ; 
His judgement ftrong and acute ; 
All which endowments, united 
With the moft amiable temper 
And every private virtue. 
Procured him, not only in his own country^ 
But alfo from foreign nations, 
The higheft marks of efteem. 
In the year of our I<ord 

1766, 

The 25th of bis life. 

After a long and extremely painful illnefs. 

Which he fut>ported with admirable patience and fortitude^ 

He died at Rome, 

Where, notwithftanding the difference of religion, 

Such extraordinary honours were paid to his memory. 

As had never graced that of any other Briti/h fubjed. 

Since the death of Sir Philip Sydney. 

The 
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The faoK he bft betoind him is the beft ^ro^fobticxoi 

To his afliaed family, 
And to his coimtrymen in this ifle^- 
For whofe beaeiit he had planned 

Many ufeful improvements. 

Which his fruitful genius Aiggefted^ 

And his a<aivA fpirjt promoted, . 

Under tTie fober dircftion 

Of a clear and enlightened anderftanding* 

Reader, bewail our lofs. 

And that of all Britain, 

In teftimony of her love; 

And as tae beft return (he can make 

To her departed fpn. 

For the conftant tendernefs and affe<Slioit 

Which, even to his lalj moments. 

He {hewed for her. 

His much afflifted mother. 

The LADY MARGARET MACDONALD^ 

Daughter to the Earl of Eglintoune, 

£re£led this Monument, 

A. D. 1768.* 

' ' Dr. 

• This cxtraordinaiy young man, whori) I had the pleafure of 
knowing intimately, having been deeply TCgretted by his country, 
the moft minute particulars concernnig him miift' be* totei:efting to 
many. 1 (hall thcicforc infert his two laft letters tq his naother,.Lady 
Margaret Macdoaald, which her lady&ip ha^ beca- pleafed to com- 
viDunicate to me. 

•* My Dear Mother, Rome, July 9th, 176^* 

" YESTERDAY'^ poft brought m^. your anfwer to th*e 
iirft letter in which I acquainted you of my illnefs. Your tendernefs 
ftnd concern upon that account are the Tame I hate always cxpe- 
j^ieaced^ and to which I have often owed my life, Indeed it never 
was in fo great danger as it «ha* been lately ; and though it^ would 
have been a very great comfort to me to have had you near me, yet 
pcrllfcps I ought to rejoice, on your account, that you had not the pain 
offuch a fpeilade. I have been now a week in Rome, and wiJh L 
. could continue to give you the fam« good accounts of my recovcny. 
as I did in my laft: but I muft own that, for thpeed^^s paft, I have 
WeiK in a very weak and miferable ftate, which however feems ta 

give 
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t)r. Johnfon faid, the infcription fliould have 
been in Latin, as every thing intended to be uni- 
verfal and permanent, fhould be. 

This being a beautiful day, my ipirits were 
cheered by the mere efFeft of climate. I had felt 
a return of fpleen during my ftay at Armidale, and 
had it not been that I had Dr. Johnfon to contem- 
plate, I (hould have funk into dejeftion ; but his 
firmnefs fupported me. I looked at him, as a man 
whofe head is turning giddy at fea looks at a rock, 
' or any fixed objedh I wondered at his tranquillity. 

He 

give no iineafiners to my phyfician. My ftomach has been gceatly 
out of order, *^itho\it any virible caafe { and the palpitation does 
Ifot decpeaft* I am told that mj ftomach will foon recover its ton*» 
and that the palpitation muftceafe in time. So I am willing to believe 
and with this hope fupport the little remains of fpirits which I can be 
fvppofed to have, on the forty-feventh day. of fnch an ilineft. Do 
Hot imagine I have relapfed $-*>! only recover (lower than I expe^ed^ 
If noy ktter is Shorter than ufual, the cauie of it is a dok of pfayfick^ 
ivhich has weakened me fo much to-day, that I am not able to write 
a bng letter. I will make up for it aextpoft, and remain aiwayt 
* YauT moft fifocerdy afieftionate fon, 

J. Mac'jonald/* . 

He grew gradually worfe 5 and on the night before his death lie 
trrote as follows from Frefcati t 

*<My DfiAk MorHBRy 

w THOUGM I did not mean to deceive you in ray laft 
letter from Rome, yet certainly you would have very little reafon 
to- conclude of the very great and conftant danger I have^one 
through ever fmce that time. My Kfe. which is ftill almoft entirely 
<re<^erate* did toot at that time appear to me fo, othcrwifc I fltouW 
have reprefented, in its true colours, a faft which acquires very 
little horror by that means, and comes with redoubled force by de- 
ception. There is no circumftance of danger and pain ef which € 
have not had the experience, for a continued feriesof above a fort- 
night ; during which time I have fettled my affairs, after my death, 
with as much diftlnftnefs as the hurry and the nature of the thing' 
could adnrit of. In cafe of the worft, the Abbe Grant will be my 
executor in this part of the world, and Mr. Mackenzie in Scotland, 
where my objeft has been to make you and my younger brother as 
^ttiependent of the eldeft as poflible.'* 
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He faid, " Sir, when a man retires into an ifland^ 
he is to turn his thoughts intirely to anothef world. 
He has done with this." — Bofwell ** It appears to 
me, fir, to be very difficult to unite a due attention 
to Uiis world, and that which is to come ; for, if 
we engage eagerly in the affairs of life, we are apt 
to be totally forgetful of a future ftate 5 and, oil 
the other hand, a fteady contemplation of the aw- 
ful concerns of eternity renders all objefts here fo 
infignificant, as to make us indifferent and negli- 
gent , about them." — John/on. " Sir, Dr. Cheyne 
has laid down a rule to himfelf on this fubjedt, 
which (hould be imprinted on every mind : * Ta 
^ negle£i nothing to fecure wy eternal peace^ more 

* than if I had been certified I Jhould die withifl 

* the day : nor to mind any thing that my fecuht 

* obligations and duties demanded of me^ lefs than 
^ if I had been enjured to li^e fifty years more^^ 

I niiift here obfcrve, that though Dr. Johnfon 
appeared now to be philofophically calm, yet bis 
genius did not Ihine forth as in companies, where I 
have liftened to him with admiration. The vigour 
of his mind was, however, fufficiently manifefted, 
by his difcovering no fymptoms of feeble relaxation 
in the dull, ^* weary, flat and unprofitable" ftate ia 
which we now were placed. ' . 

I am inclined to think that it was on this day he 
compofed the following Ode upon the Ifle of Sky, 
which a few days afterwards he Ibewed me at 
Rayfay: 

O D A 
Ponti profundts claiifa recejfihus^ 
Strepens procillis^ rupibus obfitay 
^am grata defejfo virentem 
Skiaftnum nebuhfa pandis* 

His 
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fit's cura^ credo ^ fedibus exulatr 

His blanda certe pax habitat has : ' 

Non tray non mceror quietls 

knjidias meditaitur horis, '- 

At non cavata rupe latefiire^ 
Menti nee agra montihus arnts 
Prodeji vagariy nee ff ententes 
E fcopulo numerxire fiu£ius. 

Mufnafia virtus non fibi fvifficiij 
f)atur nee aquunt cuique animum JiH 
Parare pojffi^ ttt Sioicorum 
SeSia crepet nimis aha faUax. 

Exafltmntis pe^bris trnpetuniy 
Rex fummey fdus fa regis arbiter^ 
' Mentifquey ie ioUenie, furgunty 
Te recidunt fnoderante Jlu£ius *> 

After fupper. Dr. Johnfbh told us, that IfaaC 
Hawkins Browne drank freely for thirty years, 
ind that he wrote his poem, Be Ammilmmortalitate^ 
in fome of the laft of thefe years. — I liftened to 
this with the eagernefs of one, who, confcious of be- 
ing himfelf fond of wine, is glad to hear that a 
man of ifo muGh genius and good thinking as 
Browne had the fame propenfity. 

Monday y dth September^ 

We fet out, accompanied by Mn bonald 
M*Leod (late of Canna) as our guide; We rode 

L ioi 

• Various Readings. 
Line «. In the manufcript. Dr. Johnfon, inftead oftupibas $b' 
fitdy had Written imbrihus wvida^ and uvida nubibus, but ftrtick 
thera both oiit. 

Lines 15 & 16. Inftead of thefe two lines, he had writt^, but 
afterwards ftiuck out, the following : 

Parare pofcy utcunque jaSiet 
Crandiloquus nimis aUa Zenu 
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f6r foipe time along the diftrift of Slate, near the 
fliore. The houfes in general are madcoftorf^ 
covered with grafs^ The country feemed well peo- 
pled. We came into the diftrift of Strath, and 
pafled along a wiM moorilh trad of land till we 
arrived at the fiiore. There we found good verdure, 
and fome curious whin-Tocks, or Golleftions of ftoiies 
like the ruins of the foundations x^f old buildings. 
We faw alfo three, Ci?/>»^ of confiderable fize. 

About a mile beyond Broadfoot, is Corrichata- 
chin, a farm of Sir Alexander Macdonald's, pof- 
fefled by Mr. M^Kinnon*, who received us with 
a hearty welcome, as did his wife, who was what 
we call in Scotland a lady -^ like woman. Mr. Pen- 
nant,, in the courfe of his tour to the Hebrides, 
•paflfcd two nights at this gentleman's houfe. Oa 
its being mentioned, that a prefent had here been 
made to him of a curious fpecimen of Highland an^ 
tiquity, Dr. Johnfon faid, " Sir, it was more than he 
deferved : the dog is a whig*** 

We 

♦ That Yhj readers may have my narratire ^in the ftyJe of the 
country through which I am travelling, it is proper to inform thesis 
that th& chief of a clan is denominated by his fumame alone, a» 
M'Lcod, M*Kinnon, "M^Intoft. To preiix Mr^ to it would be a 
degradation from the M*Leod, &c. My old friend, the Laird of 
M'Farlane, the great antiquary, took it highly amtfs, when Gene- 
ral Wade called him Mr. M'Farlane. .I>r. Johnfon faid, he cotikl 
not bring himfelf to ufe this mode of addrefs| it feemed to him to be 
too familiar, as it is the way in which, in all other places, intimates 
or inferiors are addreffed. When the chiefs^bave titles^ they are deno* 
minated by them, ziSir James Grants Sir AUMuM^Leau, The other 
Highland gentlemen, of landed property, are denominated by their 
tftates^ as Kafay^ Boifdale ; and the wives of all of them have the title 
4fkuties, T\it tackpnetif or principal tenants, arc named by their 
farms, as Kingjburgb, Carrichatachin $ and their ^ives are called th9 
miftrefs of King(burgh, the miftrefs of Corrichatachin.— Having 
given this explanati^, I am at liberty to"«ife*that mode of fpeeck 
mrhich generally ptevails in the Highl»nd« and the Hebrides. 
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We here enjoyed the comfort of a table plenti- 
fully furniflied, the fatisfaftion of which was 
heightened by a numerous and cheerful company j 
' and we for the firft time had a fpecimen of the 
joyous focial manners of the inhabitants o^- -the 
Highlands. They talked in t^ir own andent lan- 
guage, with fluent vivacity, and fung many Erfe 
^fongs with fuch fpirit, that, though Dr. Johnfon ^ 
was treated with the greatcft refpeft and attention, 
there were moments in which he feemed to be for- 
gotten. pQr myfelf, though but zLoivIandery hav- 
ing picked up a few words of the language, I prc- 
fktncd to mingle in their mirth, and joined in the 
chorufles with as much glee as any of the company. 
Dr. Johnfon being fatigued with his journey, re- 
tired early to his chamber, where he compofcd the 
following Ode, addreffcd to Mrs. Thralc : 

O D A. 

Pirmeo terr^s^ ubi nuda rufet 
Saxeas mtfat nebulis ruinas, 
Torva ubi ridentJimUs celoni 

Rura laboresk 

PiTvagor geniesj homtnum fererum 
fita ubi nuUo decorata cultu 
SqualUt informisj tugutifue fumis 
^ Far^ laUfcit. 

inter trroris falebrofa longi^ 
Inter ignota Jirepitus loqnela, 
^pt modismecum^ quid ageit, requirB^ 
Tbraliadulcisf 

Sea viri curas pia nupta muket^ 
Seufovet mater fobolem btnigna^ 
Sivc cum libris novitate pafcet 

Sedulamentemi 
La lit 
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Sit memor noftrt^ fideique merces^ 
^ Stet fides cmjlam^ meritoque blandum 
V* TTjralia difcant nfonare nomen . 

Littira Skia. 
Scriptumin Skia, Sept. 6, 1773* 

Tuefday^ ytb September. 
Dr. Johnfon was milch pleafcd with his ciltertaiii* 
ment here. There were many good books in the 
houfe : Heftor Bbethius in Latin ; Cave's Lives of 
the Fathers ; Baker's Chronicle ; Jeremy Collier's 
Churth Hiftory ; Dr. Johnfon's fmall Diftionary ; 
Craufard*s Officers of State, and feveral more v — a 
mez2otinto of Mrs. Brooks the aftrefs '(by, forric 
ftrange chance in Sky) -, and alfo a print of Mac- 
donald of Clanrahald, with a Latin infcriptiori about 
the cruelties after the battle ot Cullodch, which will 
never be forgotten* 

»t. was a very wet ftormy day ; we were therefore 
cbl ged to remain here, it being impoflible to crofs 
the Tea to Rafay. 

I employed a part of the forenoon in writing this 
Journal. The reft of it was fomewhat dreary, from 
the gloominefs of the weather, and the uncertain 
ftate which we were in, as we could not tell but it 
might clear up every hour. Nothing is more pain- 
ful to the mind than a ftate of fufpence, efpecially 
when it depends upon the weather, concerning which' 
there can be fo little calculation. As Dr. Johnfon 
faid of our wearinefs on the Monday at Aberdeen, 
** Senfation is fenfation ;" Corrichatachin, which was 
laft night a hofpitable houfe, wasj in my mind, 
changed to-day into a prifon.- — After dinner I read 
fome of Dr. Macpherfon's Diflertations.on the An- 
cient Caledonians, I was difgufted by the unfatif- 

faftory 
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faftory conjeftures as to antiquity, before the days 
of record. I was happy when tea came. ^ Such, I 
take it, is the ftate of thole who live in the country. 
Meals are wiflied for from the cravings of vacuity of 
mind, '^s well as frofti the defire of eating. I was 
hurt to find even fuch a ternporary feeblenefs, and' 
that I was lb far frorrf being that robuft wife man 
who is fufficient for his own happinefs. I felt a 
kind of lethargy of indolence. I did not exert 
' inyfelf to get Dr. Johnfon to talk, that I might not 
have the labour of writing down his converfation.— • 
Jie enquired here, if there were any remains of the 
fecond fight. Mr. M*Pherfon, Minifter of Slate, 
faid, he was refolved not to believe it, becaufe it was 
founded on no principle. — Johnfon. " There are 
many things then, which we are lure are'true, that 
you will not believe. What principle is there, why 
a loadftone attrads iron ? why an egg produces a 
chicken by heat ? why a tree grows upwards, when 
the natural tendency of all things is down\yards ? 
Sir, it depends upon the degree of evidence that you 

have'*-^ Young Mr. M^Kinnon mentioned one 

M'JCenzi^who is dill alive, who had often fainted 
in his prefenire, and when he recovered, mentioned 
vifions.which had been prefented to him, • He told 
Mr. M'Kinnon, that at fuch a place he fhould rneet a 
funeral, -and that luch and fuch people would be 
the bearers, naming four ; and three weeks after- 
wa^Js l|e faw what M'Kenzie had predided. The- 
naming the very fpot in a country where a funeral 
c^omes a l<wig way, and the very people as bearers, 
when there are fo many otit of whom a choice may 
be made, feems extraordinary. We fhould have 
fent for M'Kenzie, had we not been informed that 
Iv3 he 
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he could fpcatj: no Engllfh. Befides, the fa^is were 
not related with fufHcient accuracy. 

Mrs. M'Kinnon, who is a daughter of old Kingf- 
burgh, told us that her father vms one day riding in 
Sky, and fome women, who were at work in a field 
on the fide of the road, faid to him, they had heard 
tsffotaifcks^ (that is, two voices of perfons about to 
die,) and what was remarkable^ one of them was 
an Engltjh taifck^ which they never heard before. 
When he returned, he at that very place met two 
funerals, and one of them was that or a woman who 
had come from the main land,' and could fpeaik only 
^nglilh. This, Ihe remarked, made a great impref- 
fion upon her father. 

How all the people here were lodged, I know 
not. It was partly done by feparating man and 
wife, and putting a number of men in one room, 
and of women in another. 

tVednefday^ Sth September. 
When I waked, the rain was much heavier tha^ 
yefterday ; but the wind had abated. BaAa-eft^fafl:, 
the day was better, and in a little while'flP^as calm 
and clear. I felt my fpirits much elated., The 
propriety of the expreffion, " the funjhine of thet 
^r^^," now ftruck me with peculiar forpe j for the 
brilliant rays penetrated into my very fouL We 
were all in better humour than before. .^ Mfs. 
M'Kinnon, with unafFedifd, hofpitality and pOTt^- 
neft, exprefled her happinefs in having fpch com- 
pany in her houfe, and appeared to underftand and 
relifli Dr. Johnfon's convcrfation, as indeed all the 
company feemed tp^do. When I knew fhe was old 
Kinglborgh's daughter, I did not wonder at the gogd 
appearance which Ihe made.'* 

She 
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She talked aa i£ her huiband and family would 
emigrate, ,ratter than be opprefled by their land- 
loid; and faid, •* how agreeable would it be, if 
thefe gentlemen fhould come in upon us when we 
arc in America."-«rSomebody obferved that Sir 
Alexander Macdonald was always frightened at 
fea. — Johnftm^ " He is frightaencd at fea -, and his 
tenants are frightened when he comes to land.*' 

We refohred to fet out direftly jfter breakfafl:. 
We had about two miles to ride to the fea- fide, 
and there we expefted to get on* pf the boaty 
belonging to the fleet of bounty herring-bufles then 
on the coaft, or at leaft a good country^ fi(hing-boa€. 
But while we were preparing to fet.out, there ar-i 
rived a nian with the following c^rd from the Reve- 
rend Mn Donald M'Queen : 

" Mn M*Queen*s compliments to Mr. Bofwell, 
^^ and begs leave to acquaint him th^t, fearing the 
•* want of a proper boat, as much as the rain of ycf- 
«« terday, might have caufed a ftop, he is now at 
•• Skianwden with MacgilHchallum's* carriage, to 
«* convey him ^vA Dr. Johnfon to Rafay, where 
^^ they, will meet with a moft hearty welcome, and 
^* where Macleod, being on 9 vifit, .now attend! 
♦'their motions." 

♦* Jf^ednefday aft€rno€U.*\ 

This card was moft agreeable ; it was a prologue. 
to that hofpitablc and truly polite reception which 
we found at Rafay? In a little while arrived Mr, 
Ponald M'Queen himfclf j a decent minifter, an 
dderly man with his own black hair, courteous, and 

L 4 rather 
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rather flow of fpeech, buc candid, fenfible and wcH 
informed, nay learned. Along with him came, as 
our pilot, a gentleman whom I had a great defire tQ 
fee, Mr. Malcolm Macleod, one of the Rafay 
family, celebrated iri the year 1745-6, He was . 
now fixty-two years of age, hale, and well propor- 
tioned, — with a manly countenance, tanned by the 
weather, yet having a ruddinefs in his cheeks, over a 
great part of which his rough beard extended. — His 
eye was quick and lively, yet his look was not? 
fierce, but he appeared at once firm and good-t 
humoured. He wore a pair of brogues, — Tartan 
hofe which came up only near to his knees, and 
left them bare, — a purple camblet kilt, — a black 
waiftcoat, — a Ihort green icloth coat bound with gold | 

cord, — a yellowifh bufhy wig, — a large blue bonnet 
with a gold thread button. I never faw a figure j 

that gave a more perfed reprefen ration of a High- I 

Idthd gentleman. I .wilhed much to have a pifture of 
hirli jiift as he was. I found him frank and poJife^ 
Jn the true fenfe of the word. ■ • . • 

The good family at Corrichatachin faid, they 
hoped to fee us on our return. We rode down tq 
the fhore j but Malcolm waHced with graceful 
agility. * . 

We got into Rafay's carriage, which was. a. good 
ftrong open boat made in Norway. The wind had 
now rifen pretty high, and was againft ys; but' we 
had four ftout rowers, particularly a 'Macleod, a ^ J 
robufl:, black-haired fellow, half naked, and bear- ^ 

headed, fomething between a wild Indian and an 
Englifti tar. Dr. Johnfon tit high on the fterq, \ 

like a magnificent Triton. ^ M^colm fung an Erfe i 

fong, tlie chpfus of which was " Hatyin foam foam . j 
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^wV with words of his own. The tune refetpbled 
*< Owr the muir amang the heather ^^^ The boatmea 
and Mr, M'Quecn chorused, and all went welU 
At length Malcolm himielf took an oar, and rowed 
vigoroufly. We failed along the coaft of Scalpa, a 
rpgged ifland, about four miles in length. Dr. 
Johnfon propofed that he and I fhonld buy it, and 
fpund a good fchool, and a^ epifcopal church, 
(Malcolm faid, he wpuld come to'it,) and have 4 
printing- prefs, where he would print all the Erfc 
jjiat could be found. 

Here I was ftrpngly ftruck with owr long pro* 
)f fted fcheme 6f vifuing the Hebrides being realized^ 
J called to him, *^ We are contending witli feas C^ 
lyhich I think were the word§ pf one of his letters ta 
me, • * Not much,'* faid he \ ^nd though the wind 
xpade ihe Ijba lafh conGJerably upon us, he was not 
ijifcompofed; After we were out of the fhelter of 
§(calpa, and iri the found between it and R^fay, which 
extended about a league, the wind made the fea very, 
rough. I did not like ii,-:— Johnfon. *' This now is. 
the Atlantic!^. If I (hould tell at a tea table in 
London, that I have crofTed the Atlantick in an 
* open boat, how they'd fliudder, and what a fool 
ibey'd think me to exppfc myfelf to fuch danger ?'* 
Jle then repeated Horace?s ode, 

Otiu'pi Divos rogat in patenti 

Prenfus Mg^o — • — 
Jn the copfufion and hurry of this boifterous fail, 
Pr. Johnfon's fpurs^^ of which Jofeph had charge, 
yitx^ carried over-board into thje fea, i^nd loft. This 
was the firft misfortune that had befallen us. Dr* 
Johnfon was a little angry at firft, obferving that 
f f fhcre was fomething wild in letting a pair of fpurs 

be 
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Muiravenfide, beft known by the name of Sandic 
Mackod, who was long in exile on account of the 
part which he took in 1 745 ; and feveral other per- 
fons. We were welcomed upon the green, and 
condufted into the houfe, where we were introduced 
to Lady Rafay, who was furroundcd by a nume- 
rous family, confiding of three Ions and ten daugh-^ 
ters. The laird of Rafay is a fenfible, polite, and 
moft hofpitable gentleman. I, was told that his ' 
ifland of Rafay, and that of Rona, (from which 
the eldeft fon of the family has his title,) and aeon- 
liderable extent of land which he has in Sky, do • 
not altogether yield him a very large revenue ; and 
yet he lives in. great fplendour ; and fo fgr \% he from 
diftreffing his people, that, in the prelt'nt rage for 
emigration, not a mari has left his eftate. 

It was paft fix o'clock when we arrived. Some 
excellent brandy wa:> ferved round immediately, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the Highlands, where a 
dram is generally taken every day. They call it a 
Jcalch. On a fide- board was placed for us, who had 
come off the' fea, a fobftantial dinner, and a variety of 
wines. Then we had coffee and tea. I obferved in the 
room feveral elegantly bound bcjoks. and other marks 
of improved life. Soon afterwards a fidler appeared, 
and a little ball began. Ralay himielt danced with 
as much fpirii as any man, and Malcolm bounded 
like a roe, Sandie Macleod, who has at times an 
exceffive flow of fpirits, and had it now, was, in 
his days of abfconding, known by the name of 
M-Crujlick^ which it feems was the defignation of ^ 
kind of wild man in the Highlands, fomething be-f 
tween Proteus and Don Qiiixotte-, and fo he w^^ 
called here. He made much jovial noife. t)r, 
Johnfon was fo delighted with this fcene, that he . 

fai#,^ 
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faid, ** I know not how we fhall get away.'* It en- 
tertained me to obferve him fitting by, while we 
danced, fometimes in deep tneditation^fometimfe 
frtiiling complacently,^^ — lometinies looking upoft .. 
JEiooke's Roman Hiftory, — and fomefimes talking 
iSL little, amidft the noife 6t the ball/ to Mr. Donald 
M'Quecn, who ^nxioufly gathered knowledge from 
him. He was pleafed with McQueen, and faid to 
me, •* This is a critical man, fir. There muft be 
great vigour of mind to make him cultivate learning 
fo much in the ifle of Slfy, where he might do 
without it. It is wonderful how many of the new 
pUbtiCations he has. There mull be a fnatch of 
every opportunity." Mr. M'Queen told me that 
his brother (who is the fourth generation of the fa- 
' mily following each other as minifters of the pari(h 
of Snizort,) and he joined together, and bought 
from time to time fuch books as had reputation* 
Soon after we came in, a black cock and grey hen, 
which had been fliot, were (hewn, with their fea- 
thers on, to pr. Johnfon, who had never feen that 
fpecies of bird before. We had a company of thirty 
at fupper ; and all was good humour and gaiety, 
without intemperance. 

Thurfday^ gth September. 

At breakfaft this morning, among a profufion 
of other things, there were oat-cakes, made of 
what is called graddaned meal, that is, meal made 
of grain feparated from the hufks, and toafted by 
lire, inftead of being threlhed and kilndried. — This 
feems to be bad management, as fo much fodder 
is corifumed by it. Mr. M'Queen however de- 
; fended it, by faying, that it i^ doing the thing 

much 
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much quicker,^ as one operation effefts what IS 
otherwife done by two;* His cjbief reafon howevef 
iieas, that (fte fervants in Sky are, according to 
him, a faithlefs pack, and Ileal what they can ^ 
fo that mucl^ is faved bj^ the corn paffing but once 
through their hands,- as at each time they pilfer 
fome. It appears to ipe, that the gradaning is a 
ftrong proof of the lazinefs of the Highlanders, 
v?ho will rather make fife aft for them, at the ex- 
pence of fodder, than labour themfelves. Thcue 
was alfo, what I cannot help difliking at breakfaft, 
cheefe : it is the cuftom over all the Highlands to 
have it; and it often fmells very ftrong, and pbi- 
fons to a certain degree the elegance pf an India^n 
repaft. The day was fliowery ; however, Rafay 
and I took. a walk, and had fotnc cordial converf^- 
tion. I conceived a more than ordinary regard fgr 
this worthy gentleman. His family has poffeiBed 
' this iQand above four hundred years. It is the re- 
mains of the eftate of Macleod of Lewis, whom he 
reprefents. — When we returned. Dr. Johnfon 
walked with us to fee the old chapel. He was in 
fine fpirits. He faid, ** This is truely the patri- 
archal life : this is what we came to find.*' 

After dinner, M'Cruflick, Malcolm, and I, 
went out with guns, to try if we could find any 
black-cock ; but we had no Iport, owing to a hea- 
vy rain. I faw here what is called a Danifli fort. 
Our evening was pafled as laft night was. One of 
our company, I was told, had hurt himfelf by too 
much ftudy, particularly of infidel riietaphyficians, 
of which he gave a proof ; on fecond fight being 
mentioned. He immediately retailed fome of ,the 
fallacious arguments of Yokaire and Hume agaiqft 

miracles 
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liiiracles in#«gcnerall Infidelity in a Highland gen- 
tkman appeared to me peculiarly ofFenfive. I was 
forry for him, as he had otherwifc a good chara(5ter, 
I'told Dr. Johnfon that he had ftudied himfelf into 
infidelity, — Johnfon. " T4|eti he muft ftudy him- 
felf out of it again. That is the way. Drinking 
largelji will fobcr him again.'* 

Friday y loth September. 

Having refolved to explore the ifland of Rafaft 
which could be done only on foot, I laft night ob- 
tained my fellow-traveller's perlniflion ta leave him 
for a day, he being unabk to take fo hard|r a wallu 
Old Mr. MalcolAi M*CleQ^, who had obligingly 
promifed to accompany me, was at cfiy bedfide bc- 
'tween five and fix. I (prang up immediately, and 
he and I, attended by two other gentlemen, tra- 
-verfed the country during the whole of this day* 
Though we had pafled over not lefs than four- and-, 
twenty miles of very rugged ground, and had a 
Highland dance on the top of Dun Can^ the higheff 
mountain in the ifland, we returned in the evening 
not at all fatigued, " and piqued ourfelves at not be- 
ing outdone at the nightly ball by our lefs adivc 
friends, who had remained at home. 

My furvey of Rafay did not furnifli much which 
can intereft my readers ; I fhall therefore put into 
as fliort a compafs as I can, the oblervation* upon 
ir, which I find regiftered in my journal. It is 
about fifteen Englifh miles long, and four broad. 
On the fouth fide is the laird's family feat, fituatedon 
a pleafing low fpot. The old tower of thi-ee dories, 
mentioned by Martin, was taken down foon after 
1746, aqd a modern houfe fupplies its^ place. 

There 
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"Irhere are very good grafs-fields and corh-Iah^i 
about it^ welldreffed, I obferved, , however, hardly" ^ 
' any inclofures^ ex:cept a good garden plentifully 
flocked with vegetables, and ftrawberries^ rafpbct- 
ries, GurrantSi &c» 

•On one of the rocks juft where we landed, 
which are not high, there is ruddy carved afquare, 
with a crucifix in the middle. Here, it is faid, the 
Lairds of Rafay, in old times, ufed to offer up 
their devotions. I could not approach the fpot^ 
without a grateful recoileftion of the event eom- 
ihenfiorated by this fyrnbol. 

, A little from the fhore, weftward, is a kind of 
fubterraQCOU^ houfe. ' There l^gs been a natural 
filTure. or feparation oif the rock, running towards 
the fea^ which has been roofed over with long 
ftones, and above them turf has been laid. In 
that place the inhabitants ufed to keep their oarst 
There are a number of trees near the houfe; which 
grow well i fomc of them of a pretty good fize* 
They are moflly plane and afh. A little to the 
weft of the houfe is an old -ruinous chfapel, un- 
rooftjd, which never has been very curious. We 
here faw focne human bones of an uncommon fize^ 
There was a heel-bone, in particular, which Dr* 
Macleod faid was fuch, that if the foot was in pro- 

, portion^ it muft have been twenty-feven inches 
long. Dr. Johnfon would not look at the boncsi 
He ftarted back from them with a ftriking appear- 
ance of horrour. Mr. McQueen told us, it was 
formerly much the cuftom, in thefe ifles, to have 
human bones lying above ground, efpecially in the 
windows of churches. On the fouth of the chapel 
IS the family burying-place. Above the door, od 

tli« 
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fclic iiafl: end of it, is a fmall buft or image of the 
Virgin Mary, carved upon a ftone which niakea 
part of the wall. There is no church upon the 
idand. It is annexed to one of* the pariflies 
of Sky; and the minifter conies and preaches 
cither in Rafay's houfe, or fome other houfe^ 
on certain Sundays* I could not but value the 
family feat more, for having even the ruins ot 
a chapel clofe to it. There was fomething com-i 
fortable in the thought of being fo Aear a piece 
of confecrated ground. Dr. Johnfon faid, ** t look 
^ith reverence upon every place that has been fee 
apart for religion •/* and he kept off his hat while 
he was within the walls of the chapeli 

The eight crofles, which Martin mentioii^ as py- 
ramids for deceafed ladies, flood in a femicircular 
line, which contained within it the chapel. They 
marked out the boundaries of the facred territory 
Vrithin which an afylum was to be had. One of 
them, which we obferved upon our landing, made 
the firfl point of the fertiicircle. There are few of 
them now remaining, A good way farther norths 
there is a row of buildings about four feet high : 
they run from the Ihore on the eatt along the top 
of a pretty high eminence, and fo down to the 
fliore on the weft, in much the fame diredion with 
the crofles, Rafay took them to be the marks for 
the afylum ; but Malcolm thought them to be falfe 
ffehtinels, a common deception, of which inftances 
occur in Martirij to make invaders imagine an 
iflarid better guarded. Mr. Donald McQueen, juft- 
ly in my opinion, fuppofed the crofles which form 
the inner circle to be the church's land-marks. 

M The 
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The fouth end of the ifland is much covered mth 
large ftones or rocky ftrata. The laird has enclofed 
and planted part of it with firs, and he fhewed mc 
a confiderable fpace marked out for additional plan- 
tations. 

Dun Can is a mountain three computed miles 
from the laird's houfe. The afcent to it is by 
confecutive rifings, if that exprefllon may be ufed 
when valHes intervene, to that there is but a fliort 
rife at once 5 but it is certainly very high above 
the fea. The palm of altitude is difputed for 
by the people of Rafay and thofe of Sky; the 
former contending for Dun Can, the latter for 
the mountains in Sky, over againft it. We 
went up the eaft fide of Dun Can pretty eafily. 
It is moftly rocks all around, the points of which 
hem the fummit of it. Sailors^ to whom it was a 
good objed as they pafs along, call it Rafay's cap. 
Before we reached this mountain, we paffed by two 
lakes. Of the firft, Malcolm told me a ftrange fa- 
bulous tradition. He faid, there was a wild beaft 
in it, a fea-horfe, which came and devoured a man's 
daughter; upon which the man lighted a great fire, 
and had a fow roafted at it, the fm'ell of which at- 
traded the monfter. In the fire was put a fpit. 
The man lay concealed behind a low wall of loofe 
ftones, and he had an avenue formed fqr the mon- 
fter, with two rows of large ilat ftones, which ex- 
tended from the fire over the fummit of the hill, 
till.it reached the fide of the loch. The monfter 
came, and the man with the red-hot fpit deftroyed 
it. Malcolm fliewed me the little hiding-place, 
and the rows of ftones. He did not laugTi when 
he told this, ftory. I recoUeft having feen in the 

Scots 
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Scots Magazine, feveral years iago, a poem upon 
a fimilar tale, perhaps ^thc fame, tranflated from 
the Erfe, or Irifli, called Albin and the Daughter 
cf Mq. 

There is a large tradl of land, poffefledas a com- 
mon, in Rafay. They have no regulations as to 
the number of cattle. Every man puts upon it as 
many as he choofes. From Dun Can northwardly 
till you reach the other end of the ifland, there is 
much good natural pafture unincumbered bfy 
flones. We pafled over a fpot, which is appro- 
priated for the exercifing ground. In 1745, a 
hundred fighting men were reviewed here, ^as Mal- 
colm told me, who was one of the officers that led 
them to the field. They returned home all but 
about fourteen. What a princely thing is it to be 
able to furnifli fuch a band ! Rafay has the true 
fpirit of a chief. He is, without exaggeration, a 
father to his people. 

There is plenty of lime-ftone in the iQand, a 
great quarry of free-ftone, and fome natural woods, 
but none of any age, as they cut the trees for com- 
mon country ufes. The lakes, of which there are 
many, are well ftocked with trout. Malcolm 
catched one of four- and- twenty pounds weight in 
the loch next to Dim Can, which, by the way, is 
certainly a Danifh name, as mod names of places 
in thcfe iflands are. 

The old caftle, in which the family of Rafay 
formerly refidecj, is fituated upon a rock very ne^r 
the fea; The rock is not one mafs of ftone, but 
a concretion of pebbles and earth, fo firm that it 
does not appear to have mouldered. In this rem- 
nant of antiquity I found nothing worthy of being 
M 2 noticed. 
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noticed, except a certain accommodation rarely t9 
be found at the modern houfes of Scotland^ and 
which Dr. Johnfon and I fought for in vain at the 
Laird of Rafay's new-built manfion, where nothmg 
elfe was wanting* I took the liberty to tell the 
Laird it was a Ihame there Ihould^be fuch a defi- 
ciency in civilized timos. He acknowledged the 
juftice of the remark. But perhaps fome genera- 
tions may pafs before the want is fupplied. Dr: 
Johnfon obferved to me, how quietly people will 
endure an evil, which they might at any time very 
cafily remedy ; and mentioned as an inftance, that 
the prefent family of Rafay had pollefled the ifland 
for more than four-hundred years,, and never made 
a commodious landing place, though a few men 
with pickaxes might have cut an afcent of flairs 
out of any part of the rock in a week's time. 

The north end of Rafay is as rocky as the fouth 
end. From it I faw the little iflc of Fladda, be- 
longing to Rafay, all fine green ground; — ^and 
Rona, which is of fo rocky a foil that it appears to 
be a pavement. I was told however that it has 2 
great deal of grafs, in the interftices. The Laird 
has it all in his own hands. At this end of the 
ifland of Rafay is a cave in a flriking fituation. It 
is in a Recefs of a great cleft, a good way up from 
the Tea« Before it the ocean roars, being dalhed * 
againft monftrous broken rocks ; grand and aweful 
propugnacula. On the right hand of it is a longitu- 
<}inal cave, very low at the entrance, but higher as 
you advance. The fea having fcooped it out, it feems 
(Irange and unaccountable that the interior part» 
where the water muft have operated with lefs force, 
(hould be loftier than that which is more immediately 

cxpofcd 
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expofed to its violence. The roof of it is all co- 
vered with a kind of petrifications formed by drops, 
which perpetually diftil from it. The firft cave 
has been a place of much fafety. I find a great 
difficalty in defcribing vifible objefts. I muft own 
too that the old caftle and cave, like many other 
things, of which onb hears much, did not anfwer 
my cxpeftations. People are every where apt to 
magnify the cur^ofities of their country. 

This ifland has abundance of black cattle, (heep,^ 
and goats ; — a good many horfes, which are ufed. 
for ploughing, carrying out dung, and other works 
of hulbandry. I believe the people never ride. 
There are indeed no roads through the ifland, unlefs 
a few detached beaten tracks deferve that name. 
Moll of the houfes are upon the ihore ; fo that all 
the people have little boats, and catch fifli. There 
is great plenty of potatoes here. There are black- 
cock in extraordinary abundance, moor-fowl, plo- 
ver and wild pigeons, which feemed to me to be 
the fame as we have in pigeon-houfes, in their ftatc 
of nature. Rafay has no pigeon-houfe. There 
are no hares nor rabbits in the ifland, nor was there 
ever known to be a fox, till lafl: year, when one 
was landed on it by feme malicious perfon, with- 
out whofc aid he could not have got thither, as 
that animal is known to be a very bad fwimmer. 
He has done much mifchief. There is a great 
deal of fifli caught in the fea round Rafay ; it is a 
place where one may live in plenty, and even ifi 
luxury. There are no deer; but Rafay told us he 
would get fome. 

They reckon it rains nine months in the year in 
this ifland, owing to its being direftly oppofite to the 
W£fl:erfl coafl: of Sky, where the watery clouds are 

M 3 brokca 
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broken by high mountains. The hills here, and mi 
deed all the heathy grounds in general, abound with 
the fweet-fmelling plant which the Highlanders call 
gml^ and (I think) with dwarf juniper in many 
places. Thei-e is enough of turf, which is their fucl^ 
and it is thought there is a mine of coal.— Such ara 
the obfervitions which I made upon the ifland of 
Riafay, upon comparing it- with the defcription given 
by Martin, whofe book we had with us. 

There has been an ancient league between th? 
families of Macdonald and Rafay. Whenever the 
head of either family dies^ his fword is given to 
the head of the other. The prefent Rafay has the 
late Sir James Macdohald's (word. Old Rafay 
joined the Highland army in 1745, but prudently 
guarded againft a forfciuire, by previoufly conveying 
his eftate to the prefent gentleman, hi^^ cldeft fon. 
On that occafion. Sir Alexander, fathef of the late 
Sir James Macdonald, was very friendly to his 
neighbour. "Don't be afraid, Rafay, faid hcj 
I'll ufe all my intereft, to keep you fafe; and if 
your eftate fhould be taken, TU buy it fpr the fa? 
jtiily."— And he woujd have done it. 

Lee me now gather fome gold duft,-r-fome more 
fragments of Pn Johnfon's converfation, withour 
regard to order of time. He faid, ^* he thought 
y-ery highly of Bentley j that no man now went fq 
far in the kinds of learning that he cultivated ; that 
f he many attacks on him were owirig to envy, and 
)t6 a defir^ of being known, by being in competi- 
tion y^ith fuch,a man-, that it was fafe to attaclf 
|iim^ becaufe he neyer anfwered his opponents, but 
l6t then) die away. It was attacking a man who 
ip?puid not beat them^ ^^?^^9 his beating, them 

^pul(|- 
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vrcmld mak€ them live the longer. And he was 
right not to anfwer •, for, in his hazardous method 
of writing, he could not but be often enough 
wrong; fo it was better to leave things to their 
general appearance, than own himfelf to have 
erred in particulars."— ^He faid, " Mallet was the 
prettieft dreft puppet about town, and always kept 
good company. That, from his way of talking, 
he Taw, and always faid, that he had not written 
^ny part of the -Life of the Duke of Marlborough, 
though perhaps he intended to do it at ibme time, 
in which cafe ^e was not culpable in taking the 
penfion. That he imagined the Duchefs furnilhed 
the rriaterials for her Apology, which Hooke wrote, 
and Hooke furnilhed the words and the order, and 
all that in which the art of writing confifts. That 
the duchefs had not fuperior parts, bijt was a bold 
frontleis woman, who knew how to make the moft 
of her opportunities in life. That Hooki got a 
large fum of money for writing her Apology. That 
he wondered Hooke ihould have been >ycak enough 
to infert fo profligate a maxim, as that to tell ano- 
ther's fecret to one's friend, is no breach of confi- 
dence-, though perhaps Hooke, who was a. virtuous 
man, as his Hijiory fhevvs, and did hot wifh her 
well, though he wrote her Apology, might fee its 
ill tendency, and yet infert it at her defire. He 
was afting only minifterially." — I apprehend, how- 
ever, that Hook was bound to give his beft advice. 
I ipeak as a lawyer. Though I have had clients 
whofc caufes I could not, as a priVate man, ap- 
prove-, yet, if I undertook them, I. would not do 
any thing that might be prejudicial to them, even 
at their defire, without warning them of their 
dmiger. 

M 4 , Saturday^ 
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Saturday y iitb Septfmber. 

It was a ftorrfi of wbd and rain; fo we could 
not fct out. I wrote fomc of this Journal, and 
talked awhile with Dr. Johnfon in his room, and 
paffed the day, I cannot well fay how, but very 
pleafantly. I was here aipuied to find Mr. Cum- 
berlandfs comedy of the Fajhionabk Lover^ in which 
lie has very well drawn a Highland chara^er, Colin 
M^Cleod, of the fame name with the family under 
whofe roof we now were. Dr. Johnfon was much 
pleafed with the Laird of Macleod, who is indeed 
a moll: promifing youth, gnd with a noble fpiric 
ftruggles with diiSculties, and endeavours to pre« 
ferve his people. He has been left with an in- 
cumbrance of forty thoufand pounds debt, and 
annuities to the amount of thirteen hundred pounds 
a year. Dr. Johnfon faid, ** If he gets the better 
of all this, he'll be a hero ; and I hope he will, I 
have not met with a young man who had more de- 
fire to learn, or who has learnt ihore. I have feen 
nobody that I wifh more to do a kindnefs to than 
Mackod/'r — Such was tjie honourable elogium, on 
this young chieftain, pronounced by an accurate 
pbferver, whofe praife was never lightly bellowed. 

There is neither juftice of peace, nor conftable 
in Rafay. Sky has Mr. M^Cleod of Ulinifli, who 
is the flierifF fubftitute, and no other juftice of 
peace. The want of the execution of juftice is 
much felt among the iflanders. Macleod very fen- 
fibly obfervcd, that taking away the heritable ju- 
rifdidions had not been of fuch fervice in the iflands, 
as was imagined. They had not authority enoqgh 
fft lieu of ifeem, Wl^?f could foriperly have been 
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fettled at once, muft now either take much time 
and trouble, or be negledted. Dr. Johnfon faid, 
*' A country is in a bad ftatc, which is governed 
©nly by laws ; becaufe a thoufand things occur for 
which laws cannot provide, and where authority 
ought to interpofe. Now deftroying the authority 
of the chiefs fet tfie people loofe. It did not pre*^ 
tend to bring any pofitive good, but only to cure 
fome evil; and I am not well enough acquainted 
with the country to know what degree of evil the 
heritable jurifdiftions occafioned." — I maintained 
hardly any; becaufe the chiefs generally aded 
right, for their own fakes. 

Dr. Johnfon was now wifhing to move. There 
was not enough of intelleftual entertainment for 
him, after he had fatisfyed his curiofity, which he 
did, by a&ing quefltons, till he had exhaufted the 
ifland ; and where there was fo numerous a com- 
pany, moftly young people, there was fuch a flow of 
familiar talk, fo much noife, and fo much fingingand 
dancing, that little opportunity was left for his cner- 
getick converfation. He feemed fenfible of this 5 for 
when I told him how happy they were at having him 
there, he faid, " Yet we have not been able to enter- 
tain them much." — I was fretted, from irritability of 
nerves, by M'Cruflick's too obftreperous mirth, I 
pomplained of it to my friend, obferving we fhould 
be better if he was gone. — " No, fir (faid he). He 
puts fomething into our fociety, and takes nothing 
out of it." — Dr. Johnfon, however, had feveral 
opportunities of inftrufting the company 5 but I 
3111 forry to fay, that I did not pay fufficient at- 
tention to what pafled, as his difcourfe' now turned 
4:hijefly on mechanjcks, agriculture and fuch fub- 

jefts, 
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lefts, rather than on fcience and wit. — ^Laft night- 
I.ady Rafay fhewed him the operation oi'uoawking 
cloth, that is, thickening it in the fame manner as 
is done by a mill. Here it is performed by women, 
who kne^l upon the ground, and rub it with both 
their hands, finging an Erfe fong all the time. He 
was alking queftions while they -were performing 
this operation, and, amidft their loud and wild 
howl, his voice was heard even in the roqm above. 

They dance here every night.. The queen of 
our ball was the eldeft Mifs Macleod, of Rafay, ^x% 
elegant well-bred woman, and celebrated for her 
beauty over all thofe regions, by the name of Mif? 
Flora Rafay*. There feemed to be no jealoufy, 
no difcontent among them 5 and the gaiety of the 
fcene was fuch, that I for a moment doubted whe- 
ther unhappinefs had any place in Rafay. But my 
delufion was Xoon difpelled, by^ recoU^&ing the fol» 
Jowing lines of my fellow-traveller : 

** Yet hope not life from pain or danger free, 
^ Or think the doom of man reversed for thee l^* 

Sunday J 12th September^ 
It was a beautiful day, and although we did not 
approve of travelling on Sunday, we refolved to fet 
out^ as we were in an ifland from whence one muft 
take occafion as it ferves. Macleod and Talifker 
failed in a boat of Rafay *s for Sconler, to take the 
fhorteft way to Dun vegan. M*Cruflick went with 
them to Sconfer, from whence he was to go to Slate, 

and 

• She had be«n fome time at Edinburgh, to which ftie again 
Went, and was marri-d to my worthy neighbour. Colonel Mure 
Campbell, now Earl of Loudofin ; but ihe died (bon aftuwards, 
Reaving one daughter^ 

5 
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iMid To to the main land. We were refplved to pay 
^. vifit at:Kingft)urgh, and fee the celebrated Mifs 
Flora Macdonald^ who is married to the prefent Mr. 
Macdonald of Kingfburgh; fo took that road, 
though not fo near. All the family, .but Lady Rafay^ 
walked down to the fhore to fee us depart. Rafay 
fcimfelf went with us in a large boat, with eight oars, 
built in his ifland; as did Mr. Malcolm M'Cleod, 
Mr,. Donald McQueen, Dr. Macleod, and fom$ 
others,. Wc had a moft pleafant fail bctw;een Rafay 
^nd Sky •, and paffed by a cave, where Martin fays 
fowls were caught by lighting fire in the mouth of 
It. Malcolm remembers this. But it is not now 
praftifcd, as .fevr fowls come into it. 

We fpoke of Death. Dr. Johnfon on thi3 fub-* 
jeft obfervied,: that the boaftings of fome men, as 
%o dying eafily, were idle talk,, proceeding from 
partial views, I mentioned. Hawthorndcn's Cyprefs- 
grove, where it is faid that the world is a mere 
jfliow ; and. that.' it is- unreafonable for a man to 
wifh to continue in the fhowrroom^ after he has 
Jecn it. Lee* him go cheerfully out, and give place 
)x> other (p^&saors.-^Johnfon; " Yes, lir, ^if he. is 
&rc he is to be well, after he goes out of it. But 
if he is to grow blind after he goes out of the (how- 
room, and never to fee any thing again ; or if he 
does not know .whither he is to go next, a man will 
not go cheerfully out of a Ihow-room. No wife 
man will be contented to die, if he thinks he is to 
go into a ftate of punifhment. Nay, no wife man 
will be contented to die, if he thinks he is to fall 
into, annihilation : for however unhappy any man's 
exiftence.may be, he yet would rather have it, than 
not exift at all. No ; there is no rational princi- 
ple by which a man can die contented, but a truft 

in 
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in the mercy of God, through the merits of Jefut 
Chrift." — This fhort fermon, delivered with an 
earned: tone, in a boat. upon the fea, which was 
perfedly calm, on a day appropriated to religious 
worftiip, while every one liftened with an air of fa- 
tisfaftion, had a moft pleafing efieft upon my mind. 

Purfuing the fame train of ferious reflection, he 
added, that it feemed certain that happinefs could 
not be found in this life, becaufe fo many had tried ■ 
to find it, in fuch a variety of ways, and had not 
found it. 

We reached the harbour of Portree, in Sky, 
which is a large and good one. There was lying 
in it a veflfel to carry off the emigrants, called the 
Nejior. It made a fliort fettlement of the dif- 
ierences between a chief and his clan : 



"Nejior componere lites 



Inter Pdeiden feftinat & inter Atriden. 

We approached her, and (he hoifted her colours. 
Dr. Johnfon and Mn McQueen remained in the 
boat : Rafay and I, and the reft went on board of 
her. She Was a vfery pretty veffel, and, as we were 
told, the largeft in Clyde. Mr. Harrifon, the cap«- 
tain ftiewed her to us. The cabin was commodious^ 
and even elegant. There was a little library, finely 
bound. Portree has its name from King James the 
Fifth having landed there in his tour through the 
Weftern Ifles, Ree in Erfe being King, as Re is in 
Italian; fo it is Poft-RoyaL There was here a 
tolerable inn. On our landing, I had the pleafure 
of finding a letter from home ; and there were alfo 
letters to Dr. Johnfon and me, from Lord Elibank, 
which had been fent after us from Edinburgh,—* 
His lordfliip*s letter to me was as follows ; 

Dear 
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«« Tiear BofwelU 

** I flew to Edinburgh the moment I heard 
of Mr, Johnfon*s arrival 5 but fo defeftivc was my 
intelligence, that I came too late.. 

" It is but juftice to believe, that I could never 
forgive myfelf, nor deferve to be forgiven by others, 
if I was to fail in any mark of refpeft to that very 
great genius.— I hold him in the higheft venera- 
tion; for that very reafon I was refolvcd to take no 
ihare in the merit, perhaps guilt, of inticing him 
to honour this country with a vifit. — I could not 
perfuade myfelf there was any thing in Scotland 
worthy to have a Summer of Samuel Johnfon be- 
llowed on it ; but (ince he has done us that com- 
pliment, for heaven's fake inform me of your mo- 
tions. I will at'tend them moft religioufly 5 and 
though I fhould regret to let Mr. Johnfon go a mile 
out of his way on my account, old as I am, I 
ihall be glad to go five hundred miles to enjoy a 
day of his company. Have the charity to fend a 
council-poll* with intelligence ; the poll does not 
fuit us in the country.— At any rate write to me. 
I will attend you in the north, when I Ihall know 
where to find you. 

"lam, 
« My dear Bofwell, 
** Your fincerely, 

" Obedient humble fervant, 

" Augujl 21/, i773* " ElibAnk," 

• A term in Scotland/for a fpecial meflenger, fuch as wa$ for- 
merly fent with difpatches by the lords of the council* 

The 
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The letter to Dr, Johnfon was in thcfc words : 

« Dear Sir^ 

*« I was to have kifled your hands 2t 
Edinburgh, the moment I heard of you j but you 
•was gone. 

" I hope my friend Bofwell will inform me (£ 
your motions. It will be cruel to deprive me an 
inftant of the honour of attending you. As I 
value you more than any King in Chriftendom, I 
will perform that duty with infinitely greater alacrity 
than any courtier. I can contrilxite but little to 
your entertainment ; but, my fincere efteem for you 
gives me fome title to the jopportunity of expreff- 
ing it. 

" I dare fay you are by this time fenfible that 
things are pretty much the fame, as when Buchanan 
complained of being born folo et feculo inerudittu 
Let me hear of you, and be perfuaded that none pf 
your admirers is more lincerely devoted to you^ 
than, 

** Dear Sir, 
^^ Your moft obedient, 

*• And moft humble fervant^ 

" Elibakk.*# 



-« 



Dr. Johnfon, on the fdlowing Tucfday, anfwered 
for both of us, thus : 

** My Lord, ' > 

" ON the rugged ftiore of Skie, I had the 

honour of your Lordfliip's letter, and can with great 

truth declare, that no place is fo gloomy but thatt: 

it would be cheered by fuch a teftimony of regard, 

from 
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frdm a mind fo well qualified to cftimate charafters, 
and to deal out approbation in its due proportions. 
"If I have more than my (hare, it is your Lordfhip's 
'fault; for I have always reverenced your judgment 
too much, to exalt myfclf in your prefence by any 
falfe pretenfions. 

" Mr. Bofwell and I are at prefent at the difpo- 
fal of the* winds, and therefore cannot fix the time 
at which we fhall have the ^honour of feeing your 
lordfliip. But we fhould either of us think our- 
felves injured by the i'uppofition that we would 
mifs your lordfliip's converfation, when we could 
enjoy it ; for I have often declared that I nevei^ 
met you without going away a wifer man. 
" I am, my Lord, 
" Your lordfhip's moft obedient 
" And moft humble fervant, 
y Skie^ Sept, 14, 1773. HSam. Johnson.** 

At' Portree, Mr. Donald McQueen wcn^t to 
church and officiated in Erfe, and then came, to 
dinner. Dr. Johnfon and I refolved that we fhoufd 
treat the company, fo I played the landlord, or 
mafter of the feaft, having previoufly ordered Jo- 
feph to pay the bill. 

Sir James Macdonald intended to have built a 
village here, which would have done great . good.' 
A village is like a heart to a country. It produces 
a perpetual circulation, and gives the people aa 
opportunity to make profit of many little articles, 
which would otherwife be in a good meafure loft. 
We had here a dinner, et praterea nihil. ,Dr. John- 
fon did not talk. When we were about to depart, 
we found that Rafay had been before-hand with us, 

and 
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and that all was paid: I would fain have contefted 
this matter with him, but feeing him refolved, I 
declined it. We parted with cordial embraces from 
him and worthy Malcolm. In the evening Dr* 
Johnfon and I remounted our horfes, accompanied 
by Mr. McQueen and Dr. Macleod. It rained very 
hard. We rode what they call fix miles, upon 
Rafay's lands in Sky, to Dr. Macleod's houfe. On 
the road Dr. Johnfon appeared to be fomewhat out 
b( fpirits. When I talked of our meeting Lord 
Eiibank, he faid, " I cannot be with him much* 
I long to be again in civilized life; but can ftay 
but a (hort while ;'* (he meant at Edinburgh). He 
fald, " let us go to Dunvegan to-morrow." — " Yes^ 
(faid I,) if it is not a deluge." — " At any rate," he 
replied. — This fhewed a kind of fretful impatience ^ 
nor was it to be wondered at, confidering our difa- 
greeable ride. I feared he would give up Mull and 
Icolmkill, for he faid fomething of his apprehen- 
fions of being detained by bad weather in going to 
Mull and lona. However I hoped well. We had 
a di(h of tea at Dr. Macleod*s, who had a pretty 
good houfe, where was his brother, a half-pay 
oSicer. His lady was a polite, agreeable woman. 
Dr. Johnfon faid, he was glad to fee that he was 
fo well married, for he had an efteem for phyli- 
, cians. The doftor accompanied us to Kingfburgh, 
which is called a mile farther ; but the computatioa 
of Sky has no connexion whatever with real dis- 
tance. 

I was highly pleafed to fee Dr. Johnfon fafely ar- 
rived at Kingfburgh, and received by the hofpita- 
ble Mr. Macdonald, who, with a moft refpe6bful 
attention, fupported him into the houfe. Kingf-* 

burgd 
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burgh was completely jhe figure of a galUnj High- 
laiider, — exhibiting " ihegfaceful mien an4 , mainly 
looks/' which oi?r popular; Scotch long ha$ jviftly 
attributed to that char^ftw,, : He had bi3 Tartan 
plaid tjbjrown abouf him, ^ l^tfgp,, blues bounce with 
a knot of black ribbed }ikt^* a Cpckad^) a brown 
ihort coat of a kind of drtffiU ai Tartan wsiftcoat 
with gold buttons and gold button-ho}ei9, i bluifh 
phili))eg, and Tartan hofc. He had jet black hair 
tied behind, and was a large ftately man, with a 
fieady fenfible countenance. 

There was ^ comfortable parlour with a good 
fire, -and. a dram went round. By and by. fupper 
was ferved, at which there appeared the lady of tV 
houfe, ,the celebrated Mifs Flora Macdonald* She 
is a little wpman, pf a genteel appearance, and un- 
commonly mjid and well brcd^ To fee JQr. Samud 
Johnfoii, the great chfimpion oi the Englifh Tories, 
falute 'Mif?. JFIpra Macdonlld in the ifle of Sky, 
was- ^ ftrikin^ 5ght ; fo^ though fomewhat conge- 
nial in their^ notions, it was very improbable , they 
ihould meet.'here,, ;, r , - ... 

Mifs Flo.r^a Macdonald (for (b I (hall call her) 
told me, fhe heard upon the main land, as (lie 
was returning home about a fortnight before, 
that Mr. Bolwell was, coming to Sky, and one 
Mr. Johnfon, a young EngliQi buck, with him/ 
He was highly entertained with this fancy. Giv* ^ 
ing an account of the afternoon which we paff- 
ed at jfmck, he faid; ** I, being z,buckj had 
mifs in to make tea.'* — He was rather quielcent to- 
^ night, and went early to bed. I was in a cordial 
humour, and promoted a cheerful glafs. The 
punch was excellent. Honeft Mr. M*Queen ob- 

N . fcrved 
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icrvcd that I was in high glee, " my governourhc^ 
ing gone to bed." Yet in reality my heart was 
grieved, when I recoUcded that Kinglburgh wa& 
^embarrafled ih his affairs, and intended to go 'to 
America* However, nothing but what Was good 
was prefent, and I- pleafed myfelf in thinking that 
fo fpirited a man would be well every where. I 
•flept in the fame room with Dn Johnfon. Each^ 
had a neat" bed, with Tairtan curtains^, in an upper 
chamber. - 

; ' ' -' Mondeiyj iph September. 

"" The room where* we lay was' a Celebrated one. 
Bf/ Johnfon^s bed was Vhe iVerjr bqd In which the 
grai\dfon of the unfortunate King James 'the Se- 
"<!Ohd * l^y, on one oif the nights after the, failure of 
his raih attempt in 1745-6, while he was eluding 
the piiriuit of the emiffaries of governmertt, which 
had offered thirty thoufand pounds as a reward for 
apprefiendirtg him. To fee Dn Samuel Johnfon lying 
W thUt bed, in tl>c ifle of Sky, in the houfe of Mifs 
Flora M^cdonald„ ftruck. me with fuch a group of 
ideas as.it is not eafy for' words to dpfcribe, as they 
' ' \ \ r pafled 

• I-do^otc^ill h\m the Prince of Wales 9 or the Prince^ Becatife I 
am qiiiee fatislied that the right which the Hoafe ofSUta^t bad to the 
throne is extingaifhed. I do not call him the Pretender^ becaufe if 
appears to me as an infuft to one who is ftill alive, and, 1 fuppofe, 
thinks very differently, ' It may be a parliamentary eicprefHon ; but 
it is not a gentlemanly expr^iTioir. \ kno*Wt and i exult in having tt 
in my power to.teij, that the oKLY PERSON in the world who is 
jntitled to be oJaFended at thr^ delicacy, thinks and feels as I do;*' 
and has liberality of mind and generofity Of fentlmeht enoughf to ap- 
prove of piy tendernefs for what even bos been Blood -Royal. Thar 
he is a prince by courtejy^ caifinot be denied ; becaufe his mother was 
the daughter of Sobielky, king of Poland, I (hall, therefore, on tbat 
mcc9unt alone, diftingui(h him by the name of Prince CbarJes EdwmrnU 



TO THE HEBJRIDE8. 179 

pafled through the mind. He fmiiled, and f^id, " I 
have had no ambitious thoughts in it * -.^— The room 
was decorated with a great variety of maps and 
prints. Among others, was Hbgarth's print of 
Wilkes. grinning, with the cap of liberty on apold 
by hini. That too was a curioUs circumftancc in 
the fcene this morning ; fuch a contraft was Wilkes 
to the above group. It reminded me of Sir William 
Chambers*s Account of Oriental Gardening, in 
which we are told all odd, ftrange, ugly, and even 
terrible objefts, are introduced, forthe fake of va- 
riety •, a wild extravagance of t;^e which is ib well 
ridiculed in the' celebrated Epiftle to him. The 
following lines of that poem immediately occurred 
to me -, 

*' Here too, O king of vengeance ! in thy fane, 
«* Tremendous Wilkes fliall rattle his gold chain.*' 

Upon the table in our room I found in the morning 
a flip of paper, on which Dr. Johnfon had written 
with his pencil thefc words : 

** Qaantnm cedat virtutibua aurumt." 

What he meant by writing them I could not tell J. 
N 2 He 

* This perhaps, was faid in allufion tofonie lines afcribed to Pofe, 
•n his lying, at John Duke of Argyle*Sj at Adderbury, in the fam« 
bed in which Wilmot, Earl of Rochefter, had flept. 
*« With no poetick ardour fir'd, 

** I prefs the bed where Wilmot lay; 
*• That here he liv'd, or here expirdy 
*( Begets no numbers, grave or gay.** 
+ With virtue weigh'd, what worthlefs trafli is gold ! 

X Since the fiid edition of this book, an ingenious friend has ob- 
ferved to me, that Dr. Johnfon had probably been thinking on the 
reward which was offered by government for the apprehenGon of the 
Ig^andfon of King James II. and that he meant by thefe words to ex* 
prefs his admiration of the Highlandern, whofe fidelity and attach* 
ment had reGfted the golden tempiation that'had been held out to them« 
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He had caught cold a daj^ or two ago, anil tfat 
fain yefterday having made it worfe, he was become 
very deaf. At brcakfaft he faid, he would have 
given a jgood deal rather than not hav€ lain in that 
bed. I owned he was the lucky man^ andob*- 
fer\^ed, that without doubt it had been coAtrivcd 
between Mrs. Macdonald and him. She feemed to 
acquiefce 5 adding, ** You fcnow young kucks art 
always fkyourites of the fedies.** He fpoke of Prince 
Charles being here, and afkcd Mrs. Macdonakl, 
<« ff^o was with him ? We were tokJ, madam, in 
England, there was one Mifs Flora Mcdonald 
with him.*' — She faid, *« they were very right %*^ 
and perceiving Dr. Johnfon's curiofity, though he 
had delicacy enough not to queftion her, veryoblig- 
ingly entertained him with a recital of the particu- 
lars which fhe herfclf knew of that cfcape, which 
does fo much honour to the humanity, fidelity, znSL 
generofity, of the Highlanders. Dr. Johnfon liftened 
to her with placid attention, and faid, ^ All this 
fliould be written down." 

From what fhe told us^ and from what I was told 
by others perfonally concerned, and from a paper 
of information which Rafay was fo good as to fend 
me, at my deiire, I have compiled the followingr 
abftraifi:, which, as it contains fome curious anec^ 
dotes, will, I imagine not be uninterefting to my 
readers, and even, perhaps, be of fomc ufe to fu- 
ture hiflorians. 



Prince Charles Edward, after the battle of CuU 
Joden, was conveyed to what is called the Long 
IJlandy wh«re he hy for fomc time concealed. Bur 

inteU 
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ntelligence having been obtained where he was, and 
a nunaber of troops having come iu queft of hinii^ 
U became abfolutcly neceflary for him to quit that 
country without delay, Mifs Flora Macdonald, then 
a young lady, animated by what flie thought the fa* 
cred principle of loyalty, offered, with the magna- 
Bimity of a Heroine, to accompany hini in an open 
boat to Sky^ though the coaft they were to quit was 
guarded by (hips. He drfeflfcd himfelf in women's 
clothes, and pafled as her fuppofed maid, by the 
« W»e of Betty Bourke, an Irilh girl. They got off 
undifcovered, though feveral Ihots were fired tq 
bring them to, and landed at Mugftot^ the feat of 
§ir Alexander Macdonald. Sir Alexander was then 
at Fort Auguftus, with the Duke of Cumberland ; 
but his lady was at home. Prince Charles took hi3 
poft upon a hill near the houfe. Flora Macdonald 
waited on Lady Margaret, and acquainted her of 
the cnterprife in which ftic w^s cngagied. Her lady- 
ihip, whofe a&ive benevolence was ever feconded 
by fuperior talents, (hewed a perfeft preferice pf 
mind, and readinefs of invention, and at once fet* 
tied that Prince Charles fhould be conducted to 0I4 
Rafay, who was himrlelf concealed with fome feleft 
friends. 7be plan was inftantly communicated to 
King(burgh, who was difpatched to the hill to in- 
form the Wancjerer, and carry him refrefhments* 
\V'hffn Kingfburgh approached, he ftarted up, and 
advanced, holding a large knotted (licki^ and in ap* 
pearance ready to knock him down, till he faid, ^' I 
*m Macdonald of Kip^urgb, come to ferve your 
highnefs.** The Wanderer anfwered, " It is well/* 
an^ was latisfied with the plan* 

Flora Macdonald dined with Lady Margaret, 
9t whofe table there fat an officer of the army, fta- 

N 3 tioned 
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tioncd here with a party of foldiers, to watch for 
Prince Charles in cafe of his flying to the ifle of Sky. 
She afterwards often laughed in good humour with 
this gentleman, on her having fo well deceived him* 

After dinner. Flora Macdonald on horfeback, 
and her luppofed maid, and Kingfourgh, with a 
fervant carrying feme linen, all on foot, proceeded 
towards that gentleman's houfe. Upon the road 
was a fmall rivulet which they were obliged to crofs. 
The Wanderer, forgetting his aflumed fex, that his 
clothes might not be wet, held them up a great deal 
too high. Kingfburgh mentioned this to him, ob- 
ferving, it might make a difcovery. He faid he 
would be more careful for the future. He was as 
good as his word ; for the next brook they croflTed, 
he did not hold up his clothes at all, but let them 
float upon the water. He was very awkward in his 
female drefs. His fize was fo large, and his ftrides 
fo great, that feme women whom they met reported 
that they had feen a very big woman, who looked 
like a man in woman's clothes, and that perhaps it 
was (as they exprcffed themfelves) the Prince^ after 
whom fo much fearch was making. 

At Kingfburgh he met with a moft cordial re- 
ception ; feemed gay at fupper, and after it indulged 
himfclf in a cheerful glafs with his worthy hoft. As 
he had not had his clothes off for a long time, the 
comfort of a good bed was highly reliftied by him, 
and he flept foundly till next day at one o'clock. 

The miftrefs of Corrichatachin told me, » that in 
the forenoon (he went into her father's room, who 
was alfo in bed, and fuggefted to him her appre- 
henlions that a party of the military might come up, 
and that his gueft and he had better not remain 

here 
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r here too long. Her father faid, " Let the poor 

man repofe himfelf after his fatigues ; and as for 
li me, I care not, though they take off this old grey 

head ten or eleven years fooner than I Ihould die in 
:, the courfe of nature." He then wrapped himlclf in 
2 the bed-clothes, and again fell fad aOeep. 
i On the afternoon of that day, ihe Wanderer^ 

d ftill in the fame drefs, fet out for Portree, with Flora 
i. Macdonald and a man fervant. His ihoes being 
is very bad, King(burgh provided him with a new 
al pair, and taking up the old ones, faid, *' I will 

faithfully keep them till you are fafely fettled at St. 



)• 



ic James'*. I will then introduce myfelf by (baking 

is; them at you, to put you in mind of your night*^ 

I, ', entertainment and protedlion under my roof/' — ^He 

n fmiled, and faid, " Be as good as your word!"— ^ 

is Kingfburgh kept the fhoes as long asi he lived. 

>j After his death, a zealous Jacobite gentleman gave 

J twenty guineas for them. 

d Old Mrs, Macdonald, after her gueft had left 

it the houie, cook the iheets in which he had lain, 

ij iblded them carefully, and charged her daughter 

that they (hould be kept unwafhed, and that, when 

f. ihe died, her body (hould be wrapped in them as 

^ a winding (heet. Her will was religioufly obfervcd. 
A$ : Upon the road to Portree, Prince Charles changed 

^ his drefs, and put on man's clothes again ; 'a tartan 

ihort coat and waiftcoat, with philibeg and fliorC 

hofe, a plaid, and a wig and bonnet. 
^ju Mr Donald McDonald, called Donald Roy, had 

y|j<j been fent exprefs to the prefent Rafay, then the 

jg. young laird, who was at that time at hjs fiftcr's 

yp; houfe, about three miles from Portree, attending 

jjjjji his brother, Dr^. Macleod, who was recovering of a 
\d '^ ^ wound- 
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wound he had received ac the battle of CuUoden^ 
Mr« M^P^^^d commuiiicated to young Rafay the 
plan. of conveying the Wanderer to where old 
Rafay was ^ but was told that old Rafay had fled 
tQ Knoidart, a part of Gkngary's eftate. There 
was then a dilenfima what (hould be done, Donald . 
Roy propqfed that he Ihpuld conduft the Wanderer 
lo the main land} but young Rafay thought it too 
dangerous. at that time, and faid it would be better 
to conceal him in the iQand of Rafay, till old Rafay 
could be informed where he was, and give his ad- 
yicc what was bcft. But the difficulty ' Was, how 
to get him to Rafay. - They could not truft a Por- 
tree crew, and all the- Rafay boats had becnde- 
ftroyed, or carried off by the military, except two 
belonging to Malcplm M*Lcod, which hfe had con- 
cealed foiiaewhere. 

Dr, Macleod being informed of this difficulty^ 
s faid he would rifk his life onee more for Prince 
Chirks; ind it having occurred, that there was a 
little boat upon a frefh- water lake in the neighbour- 
hood, young Rafay and Dr. Macleod^ with the 
help .of fome women, brought it to the fea, by ex- 
traordinary exertion, acrofs a Highland -mile of 
land^ one half of which was bog, and the othtr a 
ftcep precipice. 

. Thefe gallant broth^s, with the affiftance of one 
little, boy, rowed the fmall boat to Rgfay, where 
they were to .endeavour to find Captain M'l^eod, 
^ Malcolm was then ^called, and get one of 
his good boats, with which they might return to 
Porti'^e, and receive the Wanderer 4 or, in cafe of 
not finding him, they were to make the fmall boat 
fcryc, though the danger was confiderabJCi 

,. , Fortunately, 
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Fortunately, on their firft landing, they found 
their coufin Malcolm, who, with the utmolt ala^ 
crity, got ready one of his boats, with two ftrong- 
men» John M*Kenzie, and Donald M'Friar. Mal- 
colm, being the oldeft man, and moft cautious^ 
faid, that as young Rafay had not hitherto ap- 
peared in the unfortunate bufinefs, he ought not to 
xun any riik; but that Dr. Macleod and himfelf, 
who were already publickly engaged, fhould go on 
this expedition. Young Rafay anfwcred, with an 
oath, that he would go, at the rifk of his life and 
fortune. — "In God's name then (faid Malcolm) 
let us proceed." The two boatmen, however, now 
(topped fhort, till they (hould be informed of their 
deftination ; and M'Kenzie declared .he would not 
move an oar till he knew where they were going* 
Upon which they were both fworn to fecrecy ; and 
the bufinefs being imparted to them, they were 
eager to put off to fea without lofs of time. The 
boat foon landed about half a mile from the inn at 
Pbrtree. 

All this was negotiated before the Wanderer got 
forward to Portree. Malcolm M*Leod, and 
M'Friar, were difpatched to look for him. In a 
fliort time he appeared, and went into the publick 
hpufe. Here Donald Roy, whom he had feen at 
Mu^ftot, received himi and informed him of what 
had been cpnccrted. He wanted filver for a guinea* 
but the lafndlord had only thirteen (hillings. He 
was going to accept of this for his guinea; but 
Donald Roy very judicioully obfervcd, that it 
would dilcover him to be fome great man ; fo he 
defifted.. He flipped out of the houfe, leaving his 
fair prote^refs, whom he never again faw; and 

Malcolm 
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Malcolm Macleod was prefented to him by Donald 
Roy, as a captain in his army. Young Rafay and 
Dr. Macleod had waited, in impatient anxiety, in 
the boat. When he came, their names were an- 
nounced to him. He would not permit the ufual 
ceremonies of rcfpeft, but falutcd them as his 
equals. 

D.onald Roy ftaid in Sky, to be in readinefs to 
get intelligence, and give an alarm in cafe the 
troops fhould difcover the retreat to Rafay ; and 
Prince Charles was then conveyed in a boat to that 
ifland in the night. He flepc a little upon the paf- 
fege, and they landed about day-break. There was 
ibme difficulty in accommodating him with a lodg- 
ing, as almoft all the houfes in the ifland had been 
burnt by the foldiery. They repaired to a little 
hot, which fome fhepherds had lately built, and 
having prepared it as well as they could, znd made 
a bed of heath for the ftranger, they kindled a fire, 
and partook of fome provifions which had been 
fcnt with him from Kinglburgh. It was obfervcd, 
that he would not tafte wheat-bread, or brandy, 
while oat' bread and whiiky laftcd •, " for thefe, faid 
he, arc my own country bread and drink.**— This ^ 
was very engaging to the Highlanders. 

Young Rafay being the only perfon of the com- 
pany that durft appear with fafety, he went in queft 
of fomething freCh for them to eat •, but though he 
was amidft his own cows, fheep, and goats, he 
could not venture to take any of them for fear of a 
difcovcry, but was obliged to fupply himfelf by 
ftealth. He therefore caught a kid, and brought 
it to the hut in his plaid, and it was killed and 
dreft, and furnilhed them a meal, which they re- 

liihed 
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liflied much. The diftreffed Wanderer, whofe healdi 
was now a good deal impaired by hunger, fatigue, 
and watching,, flept a long time, but feemed to be 
frequently difturbed. Malcolm told me he would 
ftart from broken (lumbers, and fpeak to himfclf ia 
different languages, French, Italian, and Engliflu 
I muft however acknowledge, chat it is highly 
probable that my worthy friend Malcolm did not 
know precifely the difference between French and 
Italian. One of his expreflions in Englifti was, 
«OGod! poorScodand!" 

While they were in the hut, M*Kenzic and 
M^Friar, the two boatmen, were placed as fentineb 
upon different eminences ; and one day an incident 
happened, which muft not be omitted. There was 
a man wandering about the ifland, felling tobacco. 
Nobody knew him, and he was fufpeiled to be a 
fpy. M^Kenzie came running to the hut, and told 
that this fufpeftcd perfon was approaching. Upon 
which the three gentlemen, yoUng Rafay, Dr. Mac- 
leod, and Malcom, held a council of war upon him, 
and were unanimoufly of opinion that he Ihould irt- 
ftantly be put to death. Prince Charles, at once 
affuming a grave and even fevere countenance, faid, 
** God forbid that we Ihould take away a man's 
life, who may be innocent, while we can preferve 
our own/' The gentlemen however perfifted in 
their refolution, while he as ftrenubufly continued 
to take the merciful fide. John M*Kenzie, who 
fat watching at the door of the hut, and overheard 
the debate, faid in Erfe, " Well, well ; he muft be 
fhot. You are tlie king, but we are the parlia- 
ment, and will do what we choofe." Prince 

^haries, feeing the gentlemen fmile, a(ked what the 

ciaii> 
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Bian had faid, and being told it in Engli(h» he ob* 
fcrved that he was a clever fellow, and, nQtwitb* 
fianding the perilous fituation in which he wa$^ 
laughed loud and heartily. Luckily the unknown 
pcrfoD did not perceive that there were people in 
the hur^ at leaft did not come to it; but walked on 
paft ir, unknowing of his rifk. It was afterwards 
found out that he was one of the Highland ^xmy^ 
who was himfelf in danger. Had he come to them, 
they were refolved to difpatch him -, for, as Mal- 
colm faid to me, " We could not keep him with 
us, and we durft not let him go. In fuch a fitua- 
tion, I would have (hot my brother, if I had not 
been fure of him/* — John M'Kenzie was at Rafay*& 
boufe, when we were there *. About eighteen years 
before, he hurt one of his legs when dancing, and 
being obliged to have it cut off, he now was going 
about with a wooden leg. The ftory of his being a 
number of parliament is not yet forgotten, I took 
hio) out a little way from the houfe, gave him a 
ihilling to drink Rafay's health, and led him into a 
detail of the particulars which I have juft related. 
-—With lefs foundation, fome writers have traced 
the idea of a parliament, and of the Britifh conftitu* 
tion, in rude and early times. I was curious to 
know if he had really' heard, or underftood, any 
thing of that fubjeft, which, had he been. a greater 
inan, would probably have been eagerly maintained. 
** Why, John, (faid I,) did you think the king 
ftould be controuled by a parliament?"— He an- 
iwered, ** I thought, fir, there were many voices 
againft oflie/' 

The 

^ Thw o\AttoXfii^ fmrnher of purTtamni^ I am informed, is ftiU 
lifHig(i7»5.) 
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The corivcrfetion then turning on the timcs^ the 
Wanderer ftid, that, to be fore, the life he had led 
of late was a verjr hard one^ but he would rather 
live in the way he now did, for ten years, than fall 
into the hands of his enemies. The gentlen^n alked 
•him, what he thought his enemies woeld do witk 
him, IhoOld he have tlie misfortune to fall into thekr 
hands. He faid, he did .not believe they would 
dare to take his life publickly, but he dreaded be- 
ing privately deftroyed by poifon or aflaffination.-— 
He was very particular, in his inquiries about the 
wound which Dr. iMacleod had received at the battle 
of CuUoden, from a ball which entered at one 
fhoulder, and went crofs to the other. The d^^tof 
happened ftill to have on the coat which he wore 
on that occafion. He mentioned, that be himfeif 
had his horfe (hot under him at Culloden; that the 
ball hit the horfe about two inches from his knee, 
and made him fo unruly that he was obliged to 
change him for another. Jle threw out ibmc re-* 
flexions on the conduft of the difaftrous afifair at 
Culloden, faying, however, that perhaps it was ralh 
in him to do fo.— I am now convinced that his fuf- 
picions were groundlefs ; for I have had a good 
deal of converfation upon the fubjeft with my very 
worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. Andrew Lumif- 
den, who was under fecretary to Prince Charles, 
and afterwards principal fecretary to his father ac 
Rome, who, he affured n:\e, was perfcftly fatisfied 
both of the abilities and honour of the generals who 
commanded the highland army on that occafion* 
Mr. Lumifden has written an account of the three 
battles in 1745-6, at gnce accurate and claffical.— • 
Talking of the different Highland corps, the gen- 
tlemen 
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tkmen who were prefent wifhed to have his opiriiori 
which were the bcft foldiers. He faid, he did not 
like comparifons among thofe corps : they were all 
bcft. 

. He told his condu(^ors, he did not think it ad- 
vifable to remain long in any one place ^ and that 
he expcdled a French fhip to come for him to 
Lochbroom, among the Mackenzies. It then was 
propofed to carry him in one of Malcolm's boats tq 
Lochbrdom» though the diftance was fifteen leagues 
coaftwiie. But he thought this would be too dan* 
gprous^ and dcfired that at any rate, they might 
firft endeavour to obtain intelligence. Upon which 
young Rafay wrote to his friend, Mr. M'Kenzie of 
Applccrofs, but received an anfwer, that there was 
no appearance of atiy French (hip. 

It was therefore refolved that they fhould return 
10 Sky, which they did, and landed in Strath, where 
they repofed in a cow-houfe belonging to Mr. Nic* 
colfon of Scorbreck. The fea was very rough, and 
the boat took in a good deal of water. The Wan- 
derer aiked if there was danger, as he was not ufed 
to fuch a veffel. 'Upon being told there was not, 
he fung an Erfe fong with much vivacity. He had 
by this time acquired a good deal of the Erfe Ian* 
guage. 

Young Rafay was now difpatched to where 
Donald Roy was, that they might get all the intel- 
ligence they could ; and the Wanderer, with much 
carneftndfs, charged Dr. Macleod to have a boat 
ready, at a certain place about feven miles off, as 
he faid he intended it fhould carry him upon a mat* 
ter of great confequence j and gave the doftor a 
cafe, containing a filver fpoon, knife, and fork, 

faying. 
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faying, ** keep you that till I fee you,'* which the 
doftor underftood to be two days from that time* 
But all thefe orders were only blinds; for he had 
another plan in hj^ head, but wifely thought ic 
fafeft to truft his fecrets to no more perfons than was 
abfolutely neceflary. Having then dcfircd Malcolm 
to walk with him^ a little way from the h(Hife, |?c 
foon opened his mind, faying, •* I deliver myfelf to 
you, Condudt me to the Laird of MKinnon's 
country." — Malcolm objefted that it was very dan- 
gerous, as fo many parties of foldiers wete in ma*- 
tion. He anfwcred, " There is nothing now to be 
done without danger/' — He then faid, that MaU 
colm mull be the mafter, and he the fervant; fo 
he took the bag, in which his linen was put up, and 
carried it on his ftioulder; and obferving that his *' 

waiftcpat, which was of fcarlet tartan, with a gold 
twift button, was finer than ^alcolrrfs, which was - ^ 

of a plain ordinary tartan, he put on Malcolm's 
.waiftcoat, and gave him his j remarking at the fame 
cime^ that it did not look well that the fervant 
ihould be better drefled than the mafter. 

Malcolm^ though an excellent walker, found 
himfelf excelled by Prince Charles, who told him^ 
he fhouJd not much mind the parties that were look- 
ing for him, were he onee but a mufquet (hot from 
them -, but that he was fomewhat afraid of the 
Highlanders who were againft him. He was well 
ufed to walking in Italy, in purfuit of game -, and 
he was even now fo keen a fportfman, that, having 
obfer'ved fome partridges, he was going to take a 
,lhot-, but Malcolm cautioned him againft it, ob- 
ferving that the firing might be heard by the ten- 
ders who were hovering upon|the coaft. 

As . 
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As they proceeded .through the mountains^ taking 
mzny a circuit to avoid any houfes^ Malcolmt to 
try his refolution, aQced him -what they fliould do* 
(hould thiey fall in with a party of foldiers : he an- 
iwcred. "Fight to be fure P'J—Having aflccd Mal- 
colm if he fbould be known in his prefent dreft* 
and Malcolm having replied he would, he faid, 
^ Then I'll blacken my face with powder/* — •' 
/* That, faid Malcolm, would difcover you at once/* 
— " Then, faid he, I muft be put in the greateft 
diftiabille poffible/* So he pulled ofFiiis wig, tied 
a handkerchief round his head, and put his nighty 
cap over it, tore the ruffles from his fliirt, took tiJ^ 
buckles out of his fiioes, . and iriade Malcolm f^&.ca 
them with firings 5 but ftill Malcolm thought he 
would be knpwn. " I have fo odd a face, (faid 
Ke) that no man ever faw me but he would know 
me again/' ' 

He fecmcd unwilling to give credit to the horrid 
narrative of men being maflacred in cold bloody 
after viftory had declared for the army commanded 
by the Duke of Cumberland. He could not allow 
himfelf to think .that a general could be fo bar- 
barous. 

When they came within two miles of M'Kinnon's 
houfe, Malcolm afked if he chofe to fee the laird. 
** Noj (faid he) by no means. I know M*Kinnofi 
to be as good and as honed a maq. as any in the 
world, but he is not fit for my purpofe at prefent. 
You muft conduft me to fome other houfc; but 
let h be a gentleman's houfe/* — Malcolm then de-*- 
termined that they Ihould go to the houfe of his 
brother-in-lawy Mr. John M^Kinnon, and from 
thence be conveyed, to the main land of Scotland, 

and 
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and claim the afTiftance of Macdonald of Scothoufe4 
The Wanderer at firft objefted to this^ bccaufc Scot- 
houie was coufin to a perfon of whom he had fufpU 
cions. But he acquieiccd in Malcolm's opinion. 

When they were near Mr. John M^Kinnort^i 
houfe, they met a man of the name of Rofs, wha 
had been a private foldier in the Highland army* 
He fixed his eyes fteadily on the Wanderer in his 
difguife, and having at once recognized him, he 
clapped his hands, and exclaimed,. ^^ Alas ! is this 
,thc cafe ?'* Finding that there was now a difcovc- 
ry, Malcolm aflced ** What's to be done ?" " Swear 
him to fecrecy," anfwered Prince Charles. X/poa 
which Malcolm drew his dirk, and on the naked 
blade, made him take a folemn oath, that he wogld 
iky nothing 6f his having feen the Wanderer, till 
his efcape fhould be made publick. 

Malcolm's fifter, whofe houfe they reached pret- 
ty early in the morning, afked him who the perfon 
was that was along with him. He faid it wais one 
Lewis Caw, from CriefF, who being a fugitive like 
himfelf, for the fame reafon, he had engaged him 
as his fervant, but that he had fallen fick. '^ Poor 
man ! (faid fhe) I pity him. At the fame time my 
heart warms to a man of his appearance."—* Her 
hulband was gone a little way from home; but was 
cxpedkcd every minute to return. She fet down to 
her brother a plentiful Highland brcakfaft. Prince 
Charles afted the fervant very well, fitting at a re- 
fpedlful diftance, with his bonnet off. Malcolm 
then faid to him, ** Mr. Caw, you have as much 
Heed of this as I have •, there is enough for us both : 
you had better draw nearer and fliare with me."— ^ 
Upon which he rofe, made a . profound bow, fat 

O down 
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down' at table with his fpppo&d maftec^ and 
jvety heartily. After this there came in an old wo- 
maOy wha^ after the mode of ancient hofpitality?, 
brought warm water, and wafhed Malcolm's &et» 
fie i^fired her to wa(h the feet of the poor man 
who attended him. She at firft feemed averfe to 
this, from pride, as. thinking him beneath heir» and 
in the periphraftick language of the Highlandera 
and tdae. IHfh, faid warmly, ^^ Though I w^Qi youc 
iacher's foa's feet, why Jhoukl I wafk his father's 
Ion's feet ?'^— -She was however perfuaded to do it. 
• :; They then, went to. bed, and flcpt for fomc time? 
and: when Makdm awaked, he was told that Mr* 
John M^Kinoon, his brother- in-law^ was ia figh^ 
He fprang out to talk to him befcore he flx^ulti fee 
Fringe :Cbartes.. After fainting him^ Malcolnv 
pointing to the fea, laid, ** What> John, if the prince 
fiioufad be prifoner on board one^thofe tenders P''^— - 
^ God forbid t" replied John.— ^^ What if we hank 
ktm hereS'^ faid Malcolm. — ^^ i wilh we had,, ac** 
fpreced John ; we Ihouki take care of him," — ** Well^ 
John, faid Malcolm, he is in your houlc.'* — Jt)hn^ 
in a tranfportof joy, wanted to run diredly in, andt 
pay his obeifance ; but Malcolm {top{>ed him, iay^. 
ing, ^ Now is your time to behave wdl^ and do no^ 
thing that can difcover him.*' — John compofedhim- 
felf, and having fent away aH bis fervants upoa dif- 
ferent frrandS) he was introduced into the pre&nce. 
of his gueft, and was then deiired to go and get 
ready a boat lying near his houfe, which, thougl> 
but a fmjili leaky one, they refolvcd to take, rather 
tha<t go to the Laird of M*!^innon. John M^Kin- 
net^ however, thought otherwife; and upon his re* 
tttfn told them,' that his Chief and lady M^Kin^ 

^. non-. 



tioft were coining in th^ Taird^s^ fcdat* ]^f kicfe Cliarles 
faid to his truftjr Malcolm^ ** I anfif ferry for this, 
bm muft miake thd beft of ife'^-^-M^lCirirton then 
v^lked up from the fhore, and' did homage to €h«; 
Wanderer. His lady waited in a d^ft, to which 
th«y all repaired J and vrcte emenaitted with cold 
meat ^d winc—^Mr. M^lcotm M*JLeod being not^ 
fa^rftded bjr theHafferd of? M*inrt6^> defired leave 
to mtwn, which was granted hirti^ and Prince 
Charles wrote a ftiortf rfbte, which? he fobfcribed 
Jam^ Thampftm, informing his ftitrfds^ that he had 
g©t away from Sky, a'hd thahklrtg-them for their 
krndftefss and he defired thi«^ mig?ht be fpeedilf* 
ooitveytd to young Rafay and Dr. Macleod, that 
they might not' wsiit k5ng€r in ejipedalion of feeing' 
hkn ag^in. He bade a c^dial adieu to Malcolm, 
dtld infiftcd on hisp accepting of; ^ filler ftbck-buckle, 
andan/guineasfroijihigpiirfe, though, aSMakoliti 
cold uae, it did ndc appear to coritaan above forty. 
MalooJm- at firft beg^d to^ be excofed, ftying, that 
he had a few guineas at' his fervice -, but PfincC 
Gharics: anfwercd, ** You^ will have need of money, 
Lihali' get' enough when' I come upoh the main 
land.*' ' '. ' : ' 

The Laiud of M^Kiiinbn' then conveyed hira to 
tiiie oppofae coaft (^ Knoid^rt. did- Rafay, to 
whom intelligeiice had been fenr, wa^ . cfiroffing at 
the fame time to Sky 5 but as they did' not know of 
each othef^ and each had apprehenfiohsj the two 
bbats^ kept aloof. 

.Th6fe "are the particulars which I have collected 
concerning the extraordinary concealmentj and 
eiirapes of Prince Charles, in the Hebrides. He 
was often in imminent danger. The troops traced 
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him from the Long Ifland, acrofs Sky, to Portree, 

but there loft him. 

Here I ftop,— having received no farther authen- 
tic information of his fatigues and perils before he 
efcapcd to France, — Kings and fubjcfts may both 
take a leflbn of moderation from the melancholy 
fate of the Houfe of Stuart ; that Kings may not 
fufier degradation and exile, and fubje£ts may not 
be harraffed by the evils of a difputed fucceffion. 

Let me clofe the fcene on that unfortunate Houfe 
with the elegant and pathetick refleaions of Foliaire^ 
in his Hiftoire Generali. — ** Que Ics hommes prives 
** (fays that brilliant writer, fpeaking of Prince 
** Charles) qui fe croyent malheureux, jettent les. 
« yeux fur ce prince et fes ancetres." 

In another place he thus fums up the fad ftory of 
the family in general: — " II n'y a aucun exemplc 
" dans rhiftoire d*u»e maifon fi longtcms infor- 
*• tunee. Le premier des Rois d'Ecoffc, qui eut 
^< le nom de Jacques^ apres avoir ete dix-huit ans 
*' prifonnier en Angleterre, mourut aflaffine, avec 
^* fa femme, par la main de fes fujets. Jacques IK 
^< fon fils, fut tue a vingt-neuf ans en^ combattant 
** contre les Anglois. Jacques II L mis un prifon 
" pair f0n pcuple, fut tue enfuitc par les revokes, 
*' dans une battaille. Jacques IV. perit dans un 
" combat quil perdit. Marie Stuarty fa petite fillc, 
" chaflee, de fon trone, fugitive en Angleterre^ 
<' ayajlt langui dix-huit ans en prifon, fe vit con* 
^* damnee a mort par des juges Anglais, et eut la 
" tete tranchee. Charles !• petit fils de Marie^ 
" Rot d'Ecoffc et d^Angleterre, vendu par les 
** EcoObis, et jug^ a mort par les Anglais, mourut 
*' fur un echaffaut dans la place publique. Jacques^ 

ion 
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^^ (on filsy feptieme du nom, et deuxieme en An-* 
** gletcrre, fut chafle de fcs trois royaumcs ; ct 
^^ pour comble de malheur on contcfta a fon fiis fa 
•* naiflancc ; le fils nc tenta de remontcr fur Ic trone 
*' de ces peres, que pour faire perir fes amis par des 
*• bourreaux ; et nous avons vu le Prince Charles 
*' Edouard^ reunuiffant en vain les vertus de fes 
** peres, et le courage du Roy Jean Sobie/ki^ fon ayeul 
** maternel, executer les exploits et effuyer les maU 
•* heurs les plus incroyables. Siquelque chofejufti- 
'* fie ceux qui croyent une fatalite a laquelle rien 
** nc peut fe fouftraire, c*eft cette fuite continuelle 
V de malheurs qui a perfecute la maifon de Stuart^ 
•* pendant plus de trois-cent annees,'* 

The gallant Malcolm was apprehended in about * 
ten days after they feparated, put aboard a (hip and 
carried prifoner to London. He faid, the prifoners 
in general were very ill treated in their paiTage ; but 
there were foldiers on board who lived well, and 
fometimes invited him to (hare with them : that he 
had the good fortune not to be thrown into jail, but 
was confined in the houfe of a meflenger, of the 
name of Dick. To his aftoniihment, only one witnefs 
could be found againft him, though he had been fo 
openly engaged ; and therefore, for want of fuffi- 
cient evidence, he was fet at liberty. He added, 
that he thought himfclf in fuch danger, that he 
would gladly have compounded for banifhment;. 
Yet, he faid, " he Ihould never be fo ready for 
death as he then was." — There is philofophical 
truch in this. A man will m^eet death much more 
firmly at one time than atiother. The enthufiafm 
^ven of a miftaken principle .warms the mini, and. 
fcts it above the fear of death ; which in our cooler 

' O 3 moments. 
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iDomcats, if. w.e really think of it, cannot but be 
terrible, or at leaft very awful. 

Mi&.Fbra Macdonaid being then alfo in Lon« 
don, under the protcftion of Lady Primrofc, that 
> lady provided a poft-chaife to convey her to Scot- 
land, and deOred fhe tnight choofe any friend ihe 
pleafed to accompany her. She chofe Malcoliti, 
^' So (faid he, with a triumphairt air) I went to Lon- 
don to be hanged, and returned in a poft-chailewith 
Mii3 Flora Macdonaid." 

Mr. Macleod of Muiravenfide, whom we faw at 
Rafky, afiured us that Prince Charles was in Lon^ 
4oa in 17599 And that there w^s then a plan in agi<« 
tation for reftoring his family. Dr. Johnfon could 
fcarcely credit this ftory, and faid, there could be 
j}0 probable plan at that time. Such an attempt 
could not bav«5 fucceeded, unlefs the King of Pruffia 
had (topped the army in Germany ; for both the 
army and the fleet would, even without orders, have 
fought for the King, to whom they had engaged 
themfelves,*^ 

Having related fo many particulars concerning 
the grandfoa of the unfortunate King James the Se- 
cond ; hav'ing given due pralfe to fidelicy and gene^ 
irous attachment, which, however erroneous th6 
judgement may be, are honourable for the heart ; 
I muft do the Highlanders the juftice to atteft, that 
I found every where amongft them a high opinion of 
the virtues of the King now upon the throne, and 
an honeft difpofirion to be faithful fubjefts'to his 
majefty, whofe family has polTefled the Sovereignty 
of this country fo long, that a change, even for the 
abdicated family, would now hurt the beft feclingil 
of all hit futg^e^s. 

The 
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The aifitaSf point of right would involve as ifi « 
difcuflion of remote aad perple:^ qnaeftions; ^and 
afber all, we ihoald have mo de^sr prmcipfe lof do- 
ctfion. Tihat ^ftabHflxmeUt, which, from policial 
iKoeffity, took place m c6S8, by a. breach an the 
fiiicceirion of our kings, «nd whkh^ whatever beiib^ 
JEts miy hare accrued fitiin it, certainly gave ft;diock 
-TO our monarchy, — the able and conftitutional 
filackftone, .wiicly reds on the folid footing of au« 
thority. — ^' Our ancefiors having tnoft indjfpmaUf 
a competent jurrfiiiftfon to decide this great and im- 
portant queftion, and having, in fad, decided it, ic 
is now beoome our duty, at this diftance of iimt^ 
to acquicfcc in their determination*/* 

Mr. Paley^ the prefent Archdeacon of Carlifle, 
in his Principles of Moral and Political PhHofo^\ 
having, with much clcarnefs of argument, fljewn 
the duty of fubmiflaon to civil government to be 
founded neither ofi an indcfeafible jus divirmm^ nor 
t)n ctmpalS^ but on tKpediency^ lays down this ra^ 
tional pofition :: — " Irregularity in the firft founds 
tion <£ a ft&te, or fubfequemt violence, fraud, or in^ 
juflice, in getting poffeflion of the fupreme power^ 
are not fufficient reafons for refiftance, after the gOr 
vernment is once peaceably fettled No fobjeft of 
the Brifijh empire conceives himfelf engaged to viii* 
dicate the juftice of the Norman claim or conquefl^ 
or apprehends tl^t his duty in any manner depends 
iipon that contrdverly. So Hkewifc, if tlie houl^ 
of Lancafterj or even the pofterity of Cromwell, ha4 
\Kcn at this day ieatcd upon ohe throne of EngUndt 
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we ihould have been as little concerned to enquire 

Kow the founder of the family came there.*'* 

In conformity with this doftrine, I myfelf, though 
fully perfuaded that the Houfe oi Stuart had origi- 
nally no right to the crown of Scotland ; for that 
Baliolj and not Bruce^ was the lawful heir ; (hould 
yet have thought it very culpable to have rebelled, 

on 

• B. VI. chap. 3. Since I hare quoted Mir. Archdeacon Paley 
upon one fubje^, I cannot but tranfcribe, from hit excellent work, 
pi diftingui(be4 paflage in fupport of the Cbriftian Revelation.— > After 
ifhewing, in decent but ftrong terms, the unfairneft of the iniUreS 
atteapis of modern infidels to unfettle and perplex religious princi- 
ples, and particularly the irony, banter, and fneer, of one whom he 
politely calls *f an eloquent hiftorian,** the archdeacon thus expreiTef 
kiipfelf : 

♦ «* Serioufnefs is not conftraint of thought j nor levity, freedom. 
]Every mind which wiflies the advancement of truth and knowledge, 
}n the mod important of all human refearches, rouft abhpr this licen- 
tioufnefs, as violating no lefs the laws of reafoning than the rights of 
decency. There is but one defcription of men to whofb principles it 
ought to be tolerable. I mean that clafs of reafoners who can fee 
fittle in chriftianity even fuppofing it to be true. To fuch adverfap 
ries we addrefs this reflexion .—Had Jefus CbriJI delivered no other' 
declaration than the following, * The hour is coming in the which 
f all that are in the graves (ball hear his voice, and (hall come fortb^ 
« --they that have done well unto the refurre6^ion of life, and they 
■ that have done evil unto the refurre^ion of damnation/ he had 
pronounced a meflbge of ineftimable importance, and well worthy of 
that fplendid apparatus of prophecy and miracles with which his mif* 
jion wjs intrpducpd and attcfted :— a meflage in which the wifeft of 
innnkind would rejoice to find an anfwer tp thejr dpubts, and refl to 
^heirinquffies. jt is idle to fay that a future ilate had been difco- 
jrered already.i—It had been difcovered as the Copernican Syf^em 
.was i— it, was one guefs amongd many. He alone difcpvers whp 

£' ro'V€S\ and no man can prove this point but the teacher who tellifiea 
y miracles that his doftrrne comes from God.**— Book V, chap o. 
; .If infidelity be difmgenuoufly difperfed in every Oiape that islikely 
IP allure, furprife, or beguile the ifnagination,— in a fable, a tale, a 
IJovcl, a poem, — in hpoks of travels, of philolbphy, of natural hif. 
|ory,->as Mr. Paley has well obrcrved,— I hope it is fair in methu) 
tpn^fet fgch pplfon with an pnfypeAcd gpHdote^ which I (aDiio( 
fioubt will be fonind powcf f||), 
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that account, againft Charles the Firft, or even a 
prince of that houfe much nearer the time, in order 
to affert the claim of the pofterity of Baliol. 

However convinced I am of the juftice of that 
principle, which holds allegiance and proteftion to 
be reciprocal, I do however acknowledge, that I 
am not fatisfied with the cold fentimcnt which 
would confine the exertions of the fubjedl* with- 
in the ftrift line of duty. I would have every 
breaft animated with the fervoUr of loyalty ; with 
that generous attachment which delighp in doing 
fomcwhat more than i$ required, and makes " fer- 
vice perfect freedom/* And, therefore, as our moft 
gracious Sovereign, on his acceffion to thfe throne, 
gloried in being bom a Briton ; fo, in my more pri- 
vate fphcre. Ego me nunc dcnique natum, gratulor. 
I am happy that a difputed fucceffion no longer dif- 
trafts our minds; and that a monarchy, eftablifhed 
by law, is now fo fanftioned by time, that we caa 
fully indulge thofe feelings of loyalty which I am 
ambitious to excite. They are feelings which have 
ever aduated the inhabitants of the Highlands and 
the Hebrides, The plant of loyalty is there in full 
vigour, and the Brunfwick graft now flourifhes like 
a native fhoot. To that fpirited race of people I may 
with propriety apply the elegant lines of a modern , 
poet, on the '* facile temper of the beauteous fcx :" 

** Like birds new-caught, who flutter for a time, 
•* And ftrugglc with captivity in vain ; 
" But by-and-by they reft, they fmooth their plumes, 
** And to niw mafttrs fing their foriner notes.*" 

Surely fuch notes are much better than the que- 
rulous growlings of fulpicious Whigs and difcon- 
tt^pted Republicans. Kingf- 

• Ag^h ^ tragedy, by John Home. 
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. Kingfburgh condu£i:ed us in his boat, acrofi 01I9 
of the lochs, as they call them, or arms of the ieOf 
which flow in upon all the coafts of Sky,— *to a mile 
beyond a plaxre called Grijhinijh. Our horfes had 
been fent round by land to meet us. By tbk fail we 
faved eight miles of bad rising. Dr. Johfifon faki^ 
** When we take into the computation what we 
Jhave faved, and what we have gained, by this agree* 
able fail, it is a great deal.*' He obferved, " it if 
yery difegreeaWc riding in Sky. The way is fo nar« 
row, one only at a time can travel, fo it is quite un«^ 
focial; and you cannot indulge in meditation bf 
yourfelf, becaufe you muft be always attending to 
the fteps which your horfe takes.*'~This was a juft 
and clear defcription of its jncoaveniencies. 

The topick of emigration being again introduced^ 
Dr. Johnfon faid, that " a rapacious chief would 
make a wilderneis of his eftate.** Mr. Donald 
M'Queen told us, that the opprelfion, which theii 
made fo much npife, was owing to landlords liften*- 
ing to bad advice in the letting of their lands ; that 
interefted and defigned people flattered them with 
golden dreams of much higher rents than could rca* 
fonably be paid *, and that fome of the gentlemen 
tackfmen^ or upper tenants, were themfelves in part 
the occafion of the mifchief, by over-rating the 
farms of others. That many of the tackfmen^ ra- 
ther than comply with exorbitant demands, had gone 
off to America, and impovcriftied the country, by 
draining it of its wealth ; and that their places were 
filled by a number of poor people, who had lived 
under them, properly fpeaking, as fervants, paid 
by a certain proportion of the produce of the lands, 
though called fub^tenants. I obferved, that if the 
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men of fubftftnce W€re once banifhcd from a High- 
land eftate, it might probably be greatly reduced in 
its value-, for one bad year might ruin a fee of poor i 
tenants, and men of any property would not fetite 
in fuch a country, unlefe from the temptation of 
getting land extremely cheap ; for an inhabitant of 
any gopd county in Britain, had better go to Ame- 
rica than to the Highlands or the Hebrides. Here, 
therefore was a confideration that ought to induce 
a Chief to aft a more liberal part, from a mere 
motive of intereft, independent of the lofty and ho- 
-nourable principle of keeping a clan together, to 
be in readinefs to ferve his king. I added, that I 
could not help thinking a little arbitrary f)OWer in 
the fovcreign, to control the bad policy and greedi*- 
nefs of the Chiefs, might fometimes be of fcrviec. 
In France a Chief would not be permitted to force 
a number of the king's fubje£ts out of the country, 
•—Dr. Johnfon concurred with me, obferving, that 
•* were an oppreflive chieftain a fubjeft of the 
French king, he wbuld probably be admoijilhed b^ 
a letter:^ 

During our fail. Dr. Johnfon alked about the ufe 
of the dirk, with which he imagined the High-i^ 
landers cut their meat. He was told, they had a 
knife and fork befides, to eat with. He afked, ho^ 
did the women do? and was anfwered, fomeof them 
had a knife and fork too ; but in general the men, 
when they had cut their meat, handed their knivw 
and forks to the women, and they thcmfelves cat 
with their fingers. The old tutor of Macdonald al- 
ways eat filh with his fingers, alledging that a knife 
and fork gave it a bad tafte. I took the liberty to 
cbfervc to Dr. Johnfon, that he did fo. ** Yes, 
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laid he ; but it is becaufe I am ihort-fighted, and 

afraid of bones, for which reafon I am not fond o£ 

eating many kinds of fiUi, becaufe I rnuft ufe my 

fingers." 

Dr. M^Pherfon's Dijfertations on Scottijb JnUqui-- 
iies^ which he had looked at when at Corrichata"- 
.chin, being mentioned, he remarked, that "you 
niight read half an hour, and a(k yourfelf what you 
had been reading : there were fo many words to fo 
little matter^ that there was no getting through the 
book/' 

As foon as we reached the (hore, we took leave 
of Kingfburgh, and mounted our horfes. We 
pafled through a wild moor, in many places fo ibft 
that we were obliged to walk, which was very fa- 
tiguijig to Dr. Johnfon. X)nce he had advanced on 
horfeback tp a very bad ftep. There was a fteep 
declivity on his left, to which he was fo near, that 
there was not room for him to difmount in the ufual 
way. He tried to alight on the other fide, as if he 
had been a young buck indeed, but in the attempt he 
fell at his length upon the ground ; from which^ 
however, he got up immediately without being hurt. 
During this dreary ride, we were foinetimes relieved 
by a view of branches df the fca, that univerfal me- 
dium of connexion amongft mankind. A guide, 
who had been fent with us from Kingfburgh, ex- 
plored the way (much in the fame manner as, I fup- 
pofe, is purfued in the wilds of America,) by ob- 
fcrving certain marks known only to the inhabitants. 
We arrived at Dunvegan late in the afternoon* The 
great fize of the caftle, which is partly old and part* 
]y new, and is built upon a rock clofe to the fea, 
^hile the land around it prefents nothing but wild^ 

moorifh. 
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moorifli, hilly, and craggy appearances, gave a rude 
magnificence to the fcene. Having difmounted, we 
afcended a flight of fteps, which was made by the 
late Macleod, for the accomodation of perfons com- 
ing to him by land, there formerly being, for fecu- 
rity, no other acceis to the caftle but from the fea; 
fo that vilitors who came by the land were under 
the neceffity of getting into a boat, and failed round 
to the only place where it could be approached. 
We were introduced into a (lately dining-room, and 
received by Lady Macleod, mother of the laird, 
who^ with his friend Talilker, having been detain- 
ed on the road, did not arrive till fome time af- 
ter us. 

We found the lady of the houfc a very polite and 
ienfible woman, who had lived for fome time in 
London, and had there been in Dr. Johnfon*s com- 
pany. After we had dined, we repaired to the 
drawing-room, where fome of the young ladies of the 
family, with their mother, were at tea. This room 
had formerly been the bed-chamber of Sir Roderick 
Macleod, one of the old Lairds; and he choie it, 
becaufe, behind it, there was a confiderablecafcade,^ 
the found of which difpofed him to fleep. Above 
his bed was this infcription : *' Sir Rorie M'Leod 
of Dunvegan, Knight. God fend good reft !'*-<— 
Rorie is the contraftion of Roderick. He was call- 
ed Rorie MorCj that is, great Rorie, not from his 
fize, but from his fpirit. — Our entertainment hei-e 
was in fo elegant a ftyle, and reminded my fellow- 
traveller fo much of England, that he became quite 
joyous. He laughed, and faid, " Bofwell, we came 
in at the wrong end of this ifland.'*— " Sir, (faid I,) 

it 
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it was beft to keep this far the laft/^^ — He anfwepel^ 

*'- 1 vsiould have it both firft and laft/' , 

Ik. Johnfon faid in the morning, •* l* riot this i 
fifte lady ?"*— There wts not a word now of his^^ 
•^ impatience to be in civ3ized Hfe •,**— though in* 
deed I (houM beg pardon, — he found k here. Wcf 
had (iept well, and kin long. After fereafcfeft wC 
fttfveyed the caffle, and the garden. Mr. Kethune, 
the parift nnnifter, — Magnus M*Lcod, of Claggan^ 
bmther to Talifkcr, and M*Leod, of Bay, two fal>- 
ftantial gentlemen of the clan, dined wkh us. We 
had admirable venifon, generous wine ; in a word, 
3i\ ^ttt a good tabic has. This was realFy the hall 
of a chief. Ladjr M*£.eod had been much obliged 
to-my fether, who had fettled by arbitration, a ra- 
riety of perplexed claims between her and her re- 
lationi the Laird of Bnodie, which' (he now repaid' 
by patcicufer attention to me. — M*Leod ftarted the 
fttbjeft of making women do penance in the church 
for fornication.— 7^>&;f/&»t <* It is right, fir, Infa*- 
my is attached to the crime, by univerfal opinion, a*- 
foon as^ it is known. I would not be the man who- 
wouW difcover it, if I alone knew it, for a woman 
may reform ; nor would I commend a perfon who- di- 
vulges a woman's firft offence ; but being once di- 
vulged, it ought to be infamous. Coflfidcr, of what 
importance to fociety the chaftity of women is. 
Upon th^t all the property in the world depends. 
We hang a thief for dealing a (heep j but the un-' 
chaftity of a woman transfers Ihecp, and* farm aod 
zMj from the right owner. I have much more re-' 
vtrence for a common proftitute than for a woman 

wha 
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who tqnceals bee guilt. The profticuce is known. 
She cai^Boc deceive ; (be cannot bring a ftrumpec 
into the anms of an honeft man, without his know* 
iGdgjS.^^^BoJivelL ** There is, however, a great 
diffbfeiKe between the licentioufnsfs. of a fingle wo« 
man, and that of a married woaian/'^^^^^j&i^;*. 
«* Yesy fir ;^ there is^ a great difference between Heal- 
ing a (hilling, and ftealing a thoufaad pounds i, be- 
tween fimply taking a man's purfe, and murdering 
him firft, and then taking it. But when one be-* 
gins to be yiciows, ic is cafy to go^on. Where ftngte 
women are licentious, you rarely find faithful mar- 
ried* women." — B^fmelL *^ And yet we are told 
that in fome nations in India, ^ the diftindion is 
ftridlly obfcrved." — Johnfon. ** Nay, don't give us 
India. That puts me in mind oif Montefquieu^ 
who is really ^ fellow of ^ni«is too in many pe- 
SfeSc&.\ whenever he want$ to iupport a fi?range 
epinion,^ he ^uoies^ yoa^ the practice of japan ar ^ 
ib(ne other diftant cotmspy, of which he knows no- 
diing. Ta ibpport polygamy, he tells you of the 
ifiand of Formofaj where there are ten woifieiv 
^ born for one man* He had but to fuppofe another 
lAand, where there are ten men born for one woman, 
and fij) make a- nfiarriage between them *!* 

At' fuppOT, Lady Macleed mentioned l!)r. Cado^ 
gan'^ book ow the ^xfi.-^-'J^hnfatu ^^ It is a good' 
book in general, but a fooliOi one in particulars^ 
it is good in general, as recommending temperance 
and exercife, and cheerfulneis. In that r^lped it is 

only 

*' WMt my friend treated as fo wild a fuppofitiony. ha&.a£lua]ljr 
kip^ned IB the Weftem iflands of Scotland, if we may believo;^ 
Maclili» who. telit it of the iilanda. of Col and Tyr-yi» and fays tlvatr 
it » proved by the parifh reglfters. 
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only Dr. Cheyne's book told in a new way ; and 
there ihould come out fuch a book every thirty 
years^» dreifed in the mode of the times. It is 
foolilhy in maintaining that the gout is not here- 
ditary, and that one fit of it, when gone, is like a 
fever when gone/' — Lady Macieod objefted that 
the author does not praftice what he teaches *.— *^ 
Jcbn/on. ** I cannot help that, madam. That 
does pot not make his book the worfe. People are 
influenced more by what a man fays, if his pradlicc 
is fuitable to it, — becaufe they are blockheads. 
The more intelledual people are, the readier will 
they attend to what a man tells them. If it is juft, 
they will follow it, be his praftice what it will. No 
man praftifes fo well as he writes* I have, all my 
life long, been lying till noon ; yet I tell all young 
men, and tell them with great fincerity, that nobody 
who does not rife early will ever do any good.. 
Only confiderl You read a book; you are con- 
vinced by it ; you do not know the authour. Sup- 
pofe you afterwards know him, and find that he 
does not praAice what he. teaches ; are you to give 
up your former conviftion ? At this rate you would 
be kept in a ftate of equilibrium» when reading 
every book, till you knew how the authour prac- 
tifed.** — **But, faid Lady M*Leod, you would 
think better of Dr. Cadogan^ if he a6ted according 
to his principles." — Jobnfon. "Why, madam, to 

be 

* This was a general refIe£lion again ft Dr. Cadogan, when his 
very popular book was firft publiihed. It was iaid, that whatever 
precepts he might give to others, he himfelf indulged freely in the 
bottle. But I have fince had the pleafure of becoming acquainted 
w^th biffi, and, if his own teftinaony may be believed, (and I have 
sever heard it impeached,} his courfe of life has been conformable to 
hit do^ine. 
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fee fiifc, a man who afts in the face of h'ght, is worfe 
than a man who does* not know fo much; yet I 
think no man fhould be the worfe thought of for 
publifliing good principles. There is fomething 
noble in publifliing truth, though it condemns one's 
felf/*— I exprefTed fome furprize at Cadogan's re- 
commending good humour, as if it were quite in 
our own power to attain it. — Johnfon. " Why, fir, 
a man grows better humoured as he grows older. 
He improves by experience. When young, he 
thinks himfelf of great confequence, and every 
thing of importance. As he advances in life, he 
learns to think himfelf of no confequence, and lit- 
tle things oi, little importance ; and fo he becomes 
more patient, and better pleafed. All good-huriiour 
and complaifance are acquired. Naturally a child 
feizes direftly what it fees, and thinks of pleafing it- 
felf only. By degrees, it is taught to pleafe others, 
and to prefer others ; and that this will ultimately 
produce the gfeateft happinefs. If a mail is not 
convinced of that, he never will pra(flice It. Com- 
mon language fpeaks the truth as to this : we fay, 
a pcrfon is well hreL As it is faid, that all mate- ' 
rial motion is primarily in a right line, and is never 
per circuitum^ never in another form, utilefs by fome 
particular caufe ; fo it may be faid intelleftiial mo- 
tion is.*' — Lady M*Leod aflced, if no maft was na- 
turally good ? — Johnfon. '" No, madam, no more 
than a wolf/' — Bo/well. " Nor no woman, fir ?"— 
jfobnfon. '' No, fir." — Lady M*Leod darted at this, 
faying, in a low voice, " This is worfe than Swift." 
M'Leod of Ulinifli had come in the afternoon. 
We were a jovial con[ipany at fupper. The Laird, 
furrounded by fo many of his clan, was to me a 

P pleafing 
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fleafiiig fight. They liftened with wonder and 
pleafure, while Dr. Johnfon harangued. I am vexed 
that I cannot take down his full ftratn of eloquence. 

PFednefday, i^tb September. 

The gf ntlemen of the clan went away early in 
the morning to the harbour of Lochbradale, to take 
leave of fome of their friends who were going to 
America. It was a very wet day. We Rooked at 
Rorie More*s horn, which is a large cow's born,^ 
with the mouth of it ornamented with filver curi- 
ouQy carved. It holds rather more than a bottle 
and a half. Every Laird of M*Leod, it is faid^ 
muft, as a proof of his manhood, drink it off full of 
clarcr, without laying it down. — From Rorie More 
many of the branches of the family are defcended 4 
in particular, the Talifker branch ; fo that his name 
is much talked of. We alfo faw his bow, which 
hardly any man now can bend, and his Claymore^ 
which was wielded with both hands, and is of a 
prodigious fize. We faw here fome old pieces 
of iron armour, immenfely heavy. The broad- 
fword rtow ufed, though called the Glaymore^ (/. e. the 
greaf fword^) is much fmaller than that ufed in 
Rorie More's time. There is hardly a target now to 
be found In the Highlands. After the difarming aft, 
they made them ferve as covers to their butter-milk 
barrels \ a kind of change, like beating fpears into 
pruning-hooks. 

Sir George Mackenzie's Works (the folio edition) 
happened to lie in a window in the dining room. I alk- 
ed Dr. Johnfon to look at thtCharaSieresAduocataruni. 
JHe allowed him power of mind, and that he under-^ 
flood very well what he tells j but faid, that there 

wa» 
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Wis tOa much deckmajtion, and that the Latinr was 
not CQfreft. He found fauU with appropinquahanty 
in the ch^ra^.er of Gil^nour. I tried him with the 
oppofitiofi between^toV? and falma^ ia the cpn;ipari- 
fop between Gilmour and Nilbet* which Iiord 
Hailes^ in his Catalogue of the Lords of Seffion, 
thiaks difficult to be underftood. The words are, 
^^ fems ilhm gloria^ pcries huncpalma.^^ — In a Ihort 
Account of Bhe Kirk of Scotland, which I pub- 
liflied fonie years ago, I applied thefe words to the 
two contending parties, and explained them thus : 
** The popular panty. has mod . eloquence ; Dr. 
Roberfon's party moft influence/' — \ was very de- 
firous to hear Dr. Johnfon's- explication,— y^^«/6;». 
*• I fee no difficulty. Giimour was admired for his 
parts % Nilbet carried his caufe by his Ikill in law. 
Palma is victory/" — I obferved, that the charadter 
of Nicholfon, in this book refembled that of Burke: 
for it is faid, in one place, " in omnes lufos i£ jocos 
Je f^perefalv€bat*\ and, in another, ^^ fed accipitris 
more e €onfp££lu aliquando aftantium fubltmi fe protra- 
hens volatu^ in pradam miro impetu defcendehat,^^\ 
-^---Ji)hnfQn^ " No, fir ; I never heard Burke make 
a good joke in my life." — BofwelL ".But, fir, you 
will allow he is a hawk." — Dr. Johnfon, thinking 
that I meant this of his joking, faid, ^* No, fir, he 
is nQt the hawk there. He is tlie beetle in the 
mire.*' — I ftill adhered to my metaphor, — " But he 
/oars as the hawk." — Johnfon. " Yes, fir •, but he 
catches nothing." — M'Leod afked, what is the par- 

P 2 ^ ticular 

• He often indulged himfelf in every fpecics of pleafantry and wit. 

f But like the.hawk, having foared with a lofty l)ight to a height 
which the eye could not reach^ he. was waat tofwoop upon his quar- 
ry with wonderful rapidity. ^ / 
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trcular excellence of Burke*s eloquence? — Jobn/dM^' 
*' Copioufnefs and fertility of allufion ; a power of ' 
diverfifying his matter, by placing it in various re- 
lations. Burke has great information, and great 
command of language -, though, in my opinion, it 

has not in ercry refpeft the higheft elegance." . 

Bofwell " Do you think, fir, that Burke has read 
Cicero much ?" — John/on. ** I don't believe it, 
fir. Burke ha% great knowledge, great fluency of 
words, and great promptness of ideas, fo that he 
can fpeak with great illuftration on any fubjeft that 
comes before him. He is neither like Cicero, nor 
like Demofthcnes, nor like any one elfe, but fpeaks 
as well as he can." 

In the 65th page of the firft volume of Sir George' 
Mackenzie, Dr. Johnfori pointed out a paragraph 
beginning with Arifiotky and told me there was an 
error in the text, which he bade me try to difcover. 
I was lucky enough to hit it at once. As the paf- 
fage is printed, it is faid that the devil anfwers w^» 
in engines. I correfted it to — ever in ^enigmas. 
** Sir, (laid he,) you are a good critick. This 
^ould have been a great thing to do in the text of 
an ancient authour." 

Thurfday^ iSth September. 

Lafl: night much care was taken of Dr. John- 
fon, who was ftill diftrefled by his cold. He had 
hitherto moft ftrangely flept without a night-cap. 
Mifs M'Leod made him a large flannel one, and he 
was prevailed with to- drink a little brandy when he 
was going to bed. He has great virtue, in not 
Jdrinking wine or any fermented liquor, becaufe, as 
he acknowledged to us, he could not do it in 

moderation; 
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moderation. — Lady M*Leod would hardly believ.e 
Jiim, and faid, " I am fure, fir, you would not carry 
it too far," — John/on. " Nay, madam, it carried 
me. I took the opportunity ot a long illnefs to 
leave it off. It was then prefcribed to me not to 
drink wine.; and having broken off the habit, I 
Jiave never returned to it.'* 

In the argument on Tuefday nighty about natural 
goodnefs. Dr. Johnfon denied that any child was bet- 
ter than another, but by difference of inftrudtion ; 
though, in confequencc of greater attention being 
paid to inftrudion by one child than another, and 
of a variety of imperceptible caufes, fuch as in- 
ftruftion being counterafted by fervants, a notion 
was conceived, that of two children, equally we^l 
educated, one was rtaturally ^uch worfe than anor- 
ther. He owned, this morning, that one might 
have a greater aptitude to Iqarn than another,. and 
that we inherit difpofitions from our parenj:s. *' J 
inherited, (faid he,) a vile melancholy from my fa- 
ther, which has made me mad all my life, at leaft 
not fober.'*— Lady M'Leod wondered he fhould te\l 
this. — ** Madam, (faid I,) he knows that with that 
madnefs he is fuperior to other men.'* 

I havjs .often httn aftonilhed with what exaiSlneft 
and perfpicuity he will explain the procefs of any 
art. He this morninjg explained to us all the opera- 
.tion of coining, and^ at night, all the operation of 
brewing, fo very clearly, that Mr. McQueen faid, 
when he heard the firft, he thought he had been 
.bred in the Mint ; when he heard the fecbnd, thajC 
lie had been bred a brewer. 

I was elated by the thought of hav'ing htm able 
jto entice fuch a man to this jeoiote part of the 

P 3 worldl 
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world. ' A ludicrous, yet juft image prefented itfelf' 
to my mind, which I expreffed to the company. I 
compared myfelf to a dog who has got hold of ^ large 
piece of meat, and runs away with it to a corner,^ 
where he may deyour it in peace, without any feat 
of others taking it from him. *' In London, Rey- 
nolds, Beaucjerk, and all of them, are contending 
who fhall enjoy Dr. Johnfon's converfation. Wq 
are feafting upon it, undifturbed, at Dunvegan.'* 

It was ftill a ftorm of wind and rain. Dr. John- 
fon however walked out with M'Leod, a^d faw: 
Rorie Mere's cafcade in full perfedlioa. Colonel 
M*Leod, inftead of being Ul life and gaiety, as X 
have feen him, was at prefent grave, and fomewha? 
depreffcd by his anxious concern about M'Leod's 
affairs, and by finding fome gentleman 'of the clan by 
no means difpofed to a£t a generous or affedtionate 
part to their Chief in his diftrefs, but bargaining 
Vith him as with a, ftranger. However, he was iagree- 
able and polite, and Dr. Johnfon faid, he was a 
very pleafing man. — My fellow-traveller and I talk- 
'ed of going to Sweden ; and, while w^ were fettling 
our plan, I exprefled a pleafure in the profpeft of 
feeing the king. — John/on. *' I doubt, fir, if hfe 
would fpeak to us.*' — Colonel M'Leod faid, " I 
am fure Mr. Bofwell would fpeak to bim.'* But, 
feeing me a little difconcerted by his remark, he po;^ 
litely added, " and with great propriety." — Here; 
let me mt offer a fhort defence of that propenfity 
In my difpoficion, to which this gentleman alluded. 
It has procured me much happinefs. I hope it does not^ 
deferve fo hard a name lis either forwardnefs or im- 
pudence. If I know nlyfelf, it is nothing more thaa 
an eagernefs to (hare the fociety of men diftinguifhed 
I . either. 
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citlier by their rank or their talents, atid a dillgefiet 
to attain what 1 defire. If a man is praifed for fcek- 
" ing knowledge^ though niountains and feas are in 
his way, imy he m>t he pardoned, whofe. ardour, itf 
the purfim of the faoic objeft, leads him to encouij- 
tcr difficulties as great, thgygh of a different kind ? 

After the ladies ^ere gone from table^ m calked 
of the Highlan<cJcfs nc>t having fheetJ ; dnd this led 
us to confider the advantage of wearing . linen.—- 
Johnfon. " All ariimal fubftances are lefs cleanly 
than vegetables. Wool,, of which flannel ig madcu 
is an animal fut^ance ; flannel therefore i« i^ot fo 
cleanly^ as linen. I remember I ufed to think w 
dirty ; but when I knew it to be only a preparation 
of the j.uice of the pine, I thought fo no longfcr. Jt 
is not difegreeable to have the giim that po8es from 
^ pluirib-tree upon your fingers, be»ufe it is vege- 
table; but if you have any candle-grcare, any tailow 
upon your fingers, ypu arq uneafy till you. rub ic 
ofF.-^I have often jchogght, that, if 1 kept a fe^ 
raglio, the ladies fliould all wear linen gowns, — or 
cotton 5 — I mean ft:uffs made of vegetable fubftances. 
I would have no fitk.;. you cannot . tell w:hen it is 
clean : If will be very nafty before it is perceived 
to be fo. Linen dete&s its own dirtinefs.** . 

To hear the grave Dr. Samuel Johnfon, " that ma- 
jeftick teacher of moral and religious wifdom," while 
fitting folemn in ^n arm-chair in the Ifle of Sky, 
talk, ex cathedra^ of his keeping a feraglio, and ac- 
knowledge that the fuppofuion had ofun been in his 
thoughts, ftruck me lb forcibly with ludicrous con- 
traft, that I could not but laugh immoderately. He 
was too proud to fubmit, even for a moment, to be 
the objed of ridicuk, and inftantly retaliated with 

P 4 fuch 
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fuch keen farcaftick wit, and fuch a variety of dc^ 
grading images, of every one of whict I was the 
objeft, that, though I can bear fuch attacks as well 
as moft men, I yet found myfelf fo much the fport 
of all the company, that I would gladly expunge 
from my mind every trace of this fevcre retort. 

Talking of our friend Langton's houfe in Lin- 
colnftiire, he faid, " the old houfe of the family 
was burnt. A temporary building was erefted in its 
room ; and to this day they have been always adding 
as the family increafed. It is like a fhirt made for 
a man when he was a child, and enlarged always m 
he grows older.'* 

We talked to-night of Luther-s allowing the 
Landgrave of Heffe two wives, and that it was with 
the confent of the wife to whom he was firft mar- 
ried. — yobnfon. "There was no harm in this,.fo 
far as fhe was only concerned, becaufe volenti nonfit 
injuria. But it was an offence againft the general 
•order of fociety, and againft the law of the Gofpcl, 
by which one man and one woman are to be united. 
•No man can have two wives, but by preventing 
•ibmebody elfe from having one/' 

Friday^ I'jth Septemier^ 
- After dinner ycfterday, we had a converfation 
lupon cunning. M*Lcod faid that he was not afraiij 
tOf Gunning people; but would let them play their 
-tricks about him like monkeys. *^ But, (faid I,) 
they'll fcratch y and Mr. M*Qiicen added, *' they'll 
invent new tricks, as foon as you" find out what they 
•do." — Johnfon. *^ Cunning has efFeft from the cre- 
dulity of others, rather than from the abilities of 
•jhofe who are cunning,. It .requires no exjraordi^ 
: . 1 5 .. ^ nary 



TO THE HEBRIDES. i^iy 

liary talents to lie and deceive/'- — This led us to 
confidcr whether it did not require great abilities to be 
very wicked. — Johnfon. ** It requires great abilities 
to have the power of being very wicked \ but qot to 
he very wicked. A man who has the power, which 
great abilities procure him, may ufe it well or ill \ 
and it requires more abilities to ufe it well, than to 
ufe it ill. Wickednefs is always eafier than virtue; 
for it takes the ftiort cut to every thing. It is much 
eafier to fteal a hundred pounds, than to get it by 
labour, or any other way. Confider only what a£fe 
of wickednefs requires great abilities to commit it, 
when once the perfon who is to do it has the power j 
for there is the diftindtion. It requires great abili^ 
tics to conquer an army, but none to maffacre it af^ 
^er it is conquered.*' 

The weather this day was rather better than any 
that we had fince we came to Dunvegan, Mr. 
M*Queen had often rhentioned a curious piece of 
antiquity near this, which he called al temple of the 
Goddefs ^naitis. Having often talked of going to 
fee it, he and I fet out after breakfaft, attended by 
his fervant, a fellow quite like a favage. I mufl: 
obferve here, that in Sky there feems to be much 
idlenefs; for men and boys follow you, as colts fol* 
low paflengers upon a road. The ufual figure of 
a Sky-boy, is a lown with bare legs and feet, a 
dirty M/, ragged coat and waiftcoat, a bare head, and 
a ftick'iii his hand, which, I fuppofe, is partly to 
help the lazy rogue to walk, partly to ferve as a 
Jcind of a defenfive weapon. We walked what is 
called two miles, but is probably four, from the 
cattle, till we came to the facred place. The coun*' 
fry a round is a black dreary moor on all fides, ex- 
cept 
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ccpst to the fea-coaft, towards which thpir is a view 
through a valky ^ and the farm of ^^y (hews fomc 
' good land. The place itfelf is green ground^ being 
well drainedi by 'means of a deep glen on ea^h fide^ 
m both of which there runs a rivulet with a good 
quantity of water^ forming fcveral cafcades, which 
iziak^ a confiderable appearance and found. Tlie 
firft thing we came to was an earthen mound, or 
dykcj, extending from the one precipice to the other. 
A little farther On, Was a ftrong ftone-wali, not high^ 
but very thick, extending in the fame manner* Oft 
the outfide of it were the ruins oi two houfes^ one 
on each fide of the entry or gate to it. The wall i& 
built ^11 akHig of Oncemeiited (lones, but of fo 
Jarge a fize as to make a very firm and durable raa>- 
part. It hi.s been built all about the confecrated 
ground, cxce[)t where the precipice is deep enough 
to form an cnclofure of itfelf. The facred fpot con- 
tains more than two acres. There are within it the 
ruins of many houfes, none of them large, — a cairi^ 
—and many graves marked by clufters of ftones. 
Mr. McQueen infifted that the ruin of a fmall build* 
ing, ftanding eaft and weft, was aftually the tem- 
ple of the Goddefs ^«^i//>, where her ftatue was 
kept, and from whence proceflions were made to 
walh it in one of the brooks. There is, it muft be 
owned, a hollow 'road vifible for a good way from 
the entrance ; but Mr. M'Queen, with the keen 
eye of an antiquary, traced it much farther than I 
could perceive it. There is not above a foot and a 
half in height of the walls now remaining ; and the 
whole extent of the buildiiTg was never, I imagine, 
greater than an ordinary Highland houfe. Mr. 
M'Queen has colkded a great deal of learning on the 
. fubjea 
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fubjefl of the templ^ of Anaitis % and I had endea- 
voured, in my jaurti'al, to ftatc fuch particulars a$ 
lYiight give fome idea of it, and of the furrounding 
fcenery ; but from the great difficulty cJf defcribing 
vifible objeifts, I found my account fo unfatisfafl:o- 
ry, that my readers would probably have exclaimed 

V Afnsimitt2^\>QMtit^-Godde/s^ aad about it $'^ 

^nd therefore I have omitted it. 

When we got home, and were again at table with 
pr. Johnfon, we firft talked of portraits. He agreed 
in thinking them valuable in families. I wiftied to 
Icnow which he preferred, fine portraits, or tbofe of 
which the merit was refemblance, — Johnfon. ** Sir, 
their chief excellence is being like.** — -Bofwell. *^Atc 
you of that opinion as to the portraits of anceftors, 
whoni one has never feen }*^' — John/on. *^ Itthen be- 
comes of more confequence that they fhould be like j 
ahd I would have them in the drefs of the times, 
which rnakes a piece of hiftory. One lliould like to 
fee how Rorie More looked. Truth, (ir, is of the 
greateft value in thefe things," — Mr. M'Queen ob- 
.ferved^ that if you think it of no confequence whe- 
tlier portraits are like, if they are but well painted, 
you may be indiffrrent whether a piece of hiftory is 
^rue or not, if well told. 

Dr. Johnfon faid at breakfaft to day, " that it 
was but of late that hiftorians beftowed pains and 
attention in confulting records, to attain to accura- 
cy. Bacon, in writing his Hiftory of Henry VII. 
does not feem to have confulted any, but to have 
juft taken what he found in other hiftories, and 
blended it with what he learnt by tradition." , He 
agreed with me that there Ihould be a chronicle 

kept 
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kept in every confiderable family, to prefervc i%e 
charafters and tranfaftions of fucceflive generation^.. 
After dinner I ftarted the fvjbjeft of the tempLc 
oi Anaitis. Mr. McQueen had laid ftrefs on the 
name given to the place by the country people, — 
^innit\ and a:dded, " I knew not what to make of 
this piece of antiquity, till I met with the Anaitidis 
delubrum in Lydia, mentioned by Paufanias and the 
elder Pliny." — Dr. Johnfon, with his ufual acute- 
fiefs, examined Mr. M'Queen as to the meaning of 
the word Ainnit^ in Erfe ; and it proved to be a wa^ 
ter-place^ or a place near water, " which, faid Mr, 
M'C^ueen, agrees with all the defcriptions of the 
temples of that goddefs, which were fituated near 
jivers, that there might be water to wafti the ftatue." 
— Johnfon. " Nay, fir, the argument from the namic 
is gone. The name is cxhaufted by what we fee;* 
We have no occafion to go to a diftance for what 
we can pick up under CHir feet. Had it been art 
^ccideotal name, the fimilarity between it and 
Anailis might have had fomething in it; but it turns 
out to be 21 mere phyfiological name." — Macleod 
laid, Mr. McQueen's knowledge of etymology had 
deftroyed his cojijedure. — Johnfon. *' Yes, fir ; Mr^ 
M'Queen is like the eagle pientioned by Waller^ 
who was ftiot with an arrow feather'd from his own 
wing." — Mn M'Queen would not, however, give 
up his conjedure. — Johnfon. '* You have one poffi- 
bility for.you, and all poffibilities againft you. Ic 
is poflible it may be the temple of Anattis. But it 
is alio poffible that it may be a fortification*, — or 
it may be a place of Chriftian worlhip, as the firft 
Chriftians often chofe remote: and wild places, to 
noake an imprefllon on the mind;--pr, if it was .a 

Jheatht.i]i 
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hiathen temple, it may have been built near a river, 
for the purpofe of luftration ; and there is fuch a 
iftultitude of divinities, to whom it may have been 
dedicated, that the chance of its being a temple of 
jlnaiiis is hardly any thing. It is like throwing a 
grain of fand upon the fea-fhore to-day, and think* 
ingyoumay find it to-morrow. No, fw, this ten*- 
ple, like many an ill-built edifice, tumbles down • 
before it is roofed in." — In his triumph over the 
reverend antiquarian, he indulged himfelf in a con-' 
ceit ; for, fome veftige of the altar of the goddefs 
being much infifted on in fupport of the hypothefis^ 
he faid, " Mr. McQueen is fighting pro aris etfocis.^*^^ 
It was wonderful how well timepafled in a remote 
caftle, and in dreary weather. After fupper, we 
talked of Pennant. It wfts objefted that he was fu^ 
perficial. Dr. Johnfon defended him warmly. He 
faid, •* Pennant has greater variety of enquiry than 
almoft any man, and has told us more than perhaps 
one in ten thoufand could have done, in the time 
that he took. He has not faid what he was to tell j. 
fo you cannot find fault with him, for what he.has 
not told. If a man comes to look for filhes, you 
cannot blame him if he does not attend to fowls.**— r- 
*' But, faid Colonel M'Leod, he mentions the un- 
reafonable rife of rents in the Highlands, and fays, 

• the gentlemen are for-*emptying the bag, without 

* filling it J* for that is the phrafe he ufes. Why 
does he not tell how t6 fill it ?" — Johnfon. " Sir, 
there is no end of negative criticifm. He tells what 
he obferves, and as much as he choofes. If he tells 
what is not true, you may find fault with him; but, 

. though he tells that the land is not well cultivated, 
he is not obliged to tell how it may be well culti- 
vated. 
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vared* If I tell th^t many of the Highlanders gd 
bare- footed, I anr^ not obliged to teU how they may 
get ihoes* Pennant; tell? a fa(3:. He peed go no 
iarthcr, except he pleafes. He exhaufts nothing i . 
aod no fubjeft whatever has yet been exhaufted* But 
iPejjuant has furely told a great deal. Here is a man 
fix feet high* and you are angry becaufe he 13^ not 
fevcn.'*-^Notwithftanding this eloquent Oraiia pr$ 
Pmtaniioy which they who have read this gentle-^ 
man's Tmrsy « and recoUeft the Savage and ttje Shop* 
hep€r at MonboddGy will probably impute to th^ 
fpirit of cQf)tradi(5tion> I ftilt think that be had bet« 
ter have given more attention to fewer things, than 
have thrown together fuch a number of imper&& 
accounts^ 

Saturday y i&th September. 
Before breakfaft. Dr. Johnfon came up to my 
room, to forbid me to mention that this was his. 
birth-day ; but I told him I had done it already i 
at which he was difpleafed ; I fuppofe from wilhing 
to have nothing particular done on his account* 
Lady M'Leod and I got into a warqfi difpute. She 
wanted to build a houfe upon a farm which (he has 
taken, about five miles from the cattle, and to make 
gardens and other ornaments there ; all of which I 
approved of; but infifted that the feat of the family 
fhould always be upon the rock of Dunvegan.— • 
Johnfin. " Ay, in time we'll build all round this 
rock. You may make a very good houfe at the 
faim ; but it ipuft not be fuch as to tempt the Laird 
of M*Leod to go thither to refide, Moft of the 
great families of England have a Secondary refi- 
deuce, which is called a jointure-houfe : let the new 

houfe 
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houfc be of that kind.*' — The lady infifted that the 
rock was very inconvenient j that there was no place 
near it where a good garden could be made*^ that 
k muft always be a rude place ; that it was a Her^ 
culean labour to make a dinner here. — *I was vexed 
to find the alloy of modern refinement in a lady who 
had fo much old family fpirit.— ** Madam, (faid I,) 
if once you quit this rock, there is no knowing 
where you may fettle. You move five miles firft j- 
-—then to St. Andrews, as' the late Laird did ;-^ 
then to Edinburgh i— -and fo on till you end at 
Hampftcad, or in France. No, no ; keep to the 
rock : it is the very jewel of the eftate. It look* 
as if it had been let down from heaven by the four 
corners, to be the refidence of a Chief. Have all 
the comforts and conveniencies of life upon it, but 
never leave Rorie Morels cafcade/'- — " But, (faid 
(he,) is it not enough if we keep it ? Muft we never 
have more convenience than Rorie More had ? 
he had his beef brought to dinner in one bafket, and 
his bread in another. Why not as well be Rorie 
More all over, as live upon his rock ? And Ihould 
not we tire, in looking perpetually on this rock ? It 
is very well for you, who have a fine place, and every 
thing eafy, to talk thus, and think of chaining ho- 
neft folks to a rock. You would not live upon it , 
yourfelf.'*—- ** Yes, madam, (faid I,) I would live ' 
upon it, were I Laird of M'Leod, and ftiould be 

tinhappy if I were not upon it." John/on. (with 

a ftrong voice^ and moft determined manner,) 
** Madam, rather than quit the old rockj Bofwell 
•would live in the pit; he would make his bed in 
the dungeon,'* — ^I felt a degree of elation, at find- 
ing my refolute feudal enthufiafm thus confirmed. 
by fuch a fandion. The lady was puzzled a little. 

She 
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She ftill returned to her pretty farm,— — rich groQnd/ 
-—fine garden. — -"Madam, (faid l3r. Johnfon,) 
were they in ACa, I would not leave the rock**.— 
My opinion on this fubjeft is ftill the fame^ An 
ancient family refidence ought to be a primary ob- 
jeft ; and though the fituation of Dunvegan be fuch 
that little can be done here in gardening, or pleafure- 
ground, yet, in addition to the veneration acquired 
by the lapfe of time, it has many circumftances o£ 
natural grandeur, fuited to the feat of a Highland 
Chief: it hasthefea, — iflfands, — rocks, — hills,-— 
a noble cafcade; and when tt)e family is again in 
opulence, fomething may be done by art/* 

Mr. Donald M'Queen wejit away to-day, in or-^ 
der to preach at Bracadale next day. We were fo 
comfortably fituated at Dunvegan, that Dr. John- 
ion could hardly be moved from it. I propofed to 
him that we fhould leave it on Monday. " No, fir, 
(faid he,) I will not go before Wednefday. I will 
have fome more of this good.*'— —However, as the 
weather was at this feafon fo bad, and fo very un- 
certain, and we had a great deal to do yet, Mr* 
McQueen and I prevaiPd with him to agree to fee 
out on Monday, if the day fhould be good. Mr* 
McQueen though, it was inconvenient for him to 
be abfent from his harveft, engaged to wait on Mon-^ 
day at Ulinilh for us. When he was going away. 
Dr. Johnfon faid, " I (hall ever retain a great re- 
gard for you ;" then afked him if he had the Ram-- 
bier. — Mr. M'Queeh faid, " No ; but my brother 

has it^'^^^^Jobnfon. « Have you the Idler r 

M'^een. " No, {\xr— Johnfon. " Then I will or- 
der one for you at Edinburgh, which you will 

' keep in remembrance of me.** ^Mr. McQueen was 

much 
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much pleafed with this. He exprcfled to me, in 
the ftrongeft terms, his admiration of Dr. Johnfon's 
wonderful knowledge, and every other quality for 
which he is diftinguifhed* I alked Mr. M'Queen, if 
he was fatisfied with beinga minifter in Sky, He faid 
he was -, but he owned that his forefathers having^ 
been fo long there, and his having been born there, 
made a chief ingredient in forming his contentment. 
I Ihould have mentioned, that on our left hand, be- 
tween Portree and Dn Macleod's houfe, Mr. 
M'Queen told me there had been a college of the 
Knights Templars ; that tradition faid fo ; and that 
there was a ruin remaining of their church, which 
had been burnt: but I confefs Dr. Johnfon has 
weakened my belief in remote tradition, Inihedif- 
putc zbout.JnaifiSj Mr. M*Queert faid. Alia Minor 
was peopled by Scythians, and, as they were the 
anceftors of the Celts, the fame religion might be 

in Alia Minor and Sky. John/on, ** Alas ! fir, 

what can a nation that has not letters tell of its ori- 
ginal. I have always difficulty to be patient when 
I Tiear authors gravely quoted, as giving accounts 
of fav^ge nations, which accounts they had from 
the favages themfelves. What can the M'Craas 
tell about themfelves a thoufand years ago ? There 
is no tracing the connexion of ancient nations, but 
by language •, and therefore I am always forry when 
any language is loft, becaufe languages are the pe- 
digree of nations. If you find the fame language . 
in diftant countries, you may be fure that the inha- • 
bicants of each have been the fame people j that is. 
to fay, if you find the languages a good deal the 
fame 5 for a vvord here and there being the fame, 
will not do. Thus Butler, in h\$ Hudihas, remem- 
. Q^ bcring 
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faering that Penguin^ in the Straits of Magellan, 
fignifies a t^ird with a white head, and that the fame 
word has, in Wales, the (Unification of a white- 
headed wench, {pen head, and guin white,) by way 
of ridicule, concludes that the people of thofe 
Straits are Welch." 

A young gentleman of the name of M^I^ean, 
nephew to the Laird of the iQe 6{ Muck, caqarc 
this morning; and, juft as we fat down to dinner, 
came the Laird of the ifte of Mtrck himfelfj his 
lady, fitter to Talifker, two other ladies their rela- 
tions, and a daughter of the late M'Leod of 
Hamer, who wrote -a treatife on the fecond fight, 
under the defignation of Theifpbilus Infulanus. It 
was fomewhat droll to hear this Laird called by his 
tkle. Muck would have founded ill ; fo he was 
called IJk of Muck^ which went off with great rea- 
dinefs. The name, as now written, is unfeemly, 
but is not fo bad in> the original Erie, which is 
Mouacb^ fignifying the Sows' Ifland. Buchanan 
calk it Infula Pcrcorum* It is fo called from its 
form. Some call it Ifle of Monk. The Laird 
infifts that this is the proper name. It was for- 
merly church-land belonging to Icolmkill, and a 
hermit lived in it. It is two miles long, and about 
three quarters of a mile broad. The Laird faid, 
he had feyen fcore of ibuls upon it. Latt year he 
had eighty perfons inoculated, moftly children, but 
fome of them eighteen years of age. He agreed 
with the furgeon to come and do it, at half a crown 
a head. — ft is very fertile in corn, of which they 
export fome; and its coafts abound^ in filh* A 
taylor comes there fix times in a year. They get a 

good blackfmith from the ifle of Egg. 

Sunday^ 
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Sunday ^ tgtb Sepiimber. 

It was rather worfe weather than any that we . 
had yet. At breakfaft Dr. Johnfon faid, ** Some 
cunning men choofe fools for their wives, thinking 
to manage them, but they always faiU There is a 
fpaniel fool and a mule fool. The fpaniel fool may 
be made to do by beating. The mule fool will . 
neither do by words or blows \ and the fpaniel fool 
often turns mule at laft : and fuppofe a^ fool to be 
made do pretty well, ydu muft have the continual 
trouble of making her do. Depend upon it, no 
woman is the worfe for fenfe and knowledge."-— 
Whether afterwards he meant merely to fay a polite 
thing, or to give his opinion, I could not be fure; 
but he added, ^^ Men know that women are an 
over-match for them, and therefore they choofe the 
weakeft or moil ignorant. If they did not think 
fo, they never could be afraid of wpmen knowing 
as much as thcmfelvcs.** — In juftice to the fcx, I 
chink it but candid to acknowledge, that^ in a fub- 
f^quent converfation, he told me that he was (e« 
rious in what he had faid. 

He came to my room this morning before 
breakfaft, to read my Journal, which he has done 
all along. He often before faid, " I take great 
delight in reading it." To-day he faid, *' You 
improve : it grows better and bettq-." — I obferved, 
there was a danger of my getting a habit of writing 
ft a flovenly manner.-^** Sir, faid he, it is not 
written in a flovenly manner. It might be printed^ 
vmt^ the fubjcft fit for printing*." — While Mr. 

• As I bave faithfully recorded fo many minute particulars* I 
kope I (hall be pardoned for inlerting fo flattering an encomium oa 
wliat it now offered to the publick. 

* ' 0^2 Beaton 
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Beaton preached to us in the dining-room. Dr. 
Johnfon fat in his own room, where I faw lying 
before him a volume of Lord Bacon's works, the 
Decay of Cbriftian Piety^ Monboddo's Origin, of 
Language^ and Sterne's Sermons. — He afked me 
to-day, ho\y it happened that we were fo little toge- 
ther: I told him, my Journal took up much time. 
Yet, on refleftion, it appeared ftrange to me, that 
although I will run from one end of London to 
another, to pafs an hour with him, I fliould omit 
to feiz9 any fpare time to be in his company, when 
I am fettled in the fame houfe with him. But my 
Journal is really a tafk of much time and labour^ 
and he forbids me to contraft it. 

I omitted to mention, in its place, that Dr. 
Johnfon told Mr. M'Queen that he had found the 
belief of the fecond fight univerfal in Sky, except 
among the clergy, who fcemcd determined againft 
it. 1 took the liberty to obfcive to Mr^ M'Queen, 
that the clergy were aduated by a kind of vanity. 
" The world, (fay they,) takes us to be credulous 
.men in a remote corner. We'll fliew them that we 
are more enlightened than they think." The worthy 
man faid, that his difbelicf of it was from his not 
finding fufficicnt evidence-, but I could perceive 
that he was prejudiced againft it. 

After dinner to-day, we talked of the extraordi- 
nary faft of Lady Grange's being fent to St. Kilda, 
and confined there for feveral years, without zxff 
means of relief*. Dr. Johnfon faid, if M'Leod 

would 

• The trwe ftary of this lady^ whic happened in this century, 
is as frightfully rooiantick as if it had been the fi6lion of a gloomy 
fancy. She was th« wife of on» of the Lprdt of Seflion in Scotland, 

a roan 
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^ould let it be known that he had fuch a place for 
naughty ladies, he might make it a very profitable 
ifland, — We had, in the courfe of our tour, heard 
of St. Kilda poetry, Dn Johnfon obferved^ " it 
muft be very pbor, becaufe they have very few 
images.^* — BofwelL " There may be a poetical 
genius (hewn in combining thcfe, and in making 
poetry of them." — Johnfon. " Sir, a man cannot 
make fire but in proportion as he has fuel. He 
cannot coin guineas but in proportion as he has 

Q.3 gold." 

a man of the very firft blood of his country. For fomc myfterious 
rieafons* whieh have never been difcovered, (he was fetzed and cai* 
ried off in the dark, (he knew not by whom, and by nightly jour- 
liies was conveyed to the Highland (bores, from whence (lie was 
tranfported by fea to the remote rock of St. Kilda, where (he re-* 
mainedy amongft its few wild inhabitants, a forlorn ^rifoner, but 
had a conftant fupply of providons, and a woman* to w^tit on her. 
No inquiry was made after her, till (he at lad found means to convey 
a letter to a confidential friend, by the daughter of a Catechift, who 
concealed it in a clue of yarn. Information being thus obtained at 
Edinburgh, a (hip was fent to bring her off j but intelligence of this 
l)eing received, flie was conveyed to M*Leod's ifland of Herries* 
where (he died. 

In Carfians's ^tdtt Papers, we find an authenti'ck narrative of 
Connor, a catholick prie(t, who turned proteftant, being fcized by 
fome of Lord Seaforth^s people, and detained prifaner in the ifland 
of Herries feveral years \ he was fed with bread and water, and 
lodged in a houfe where he was expofed to the rains and cold.. Sir 
James Ogilvy write^, (June i8 16117,) ^^^^ ^^^ l^ord 'Chancellors 
the Lord Advocate, and himfclf, were to n^eet next day, to take 
eflre£^ual methods to have this redre(red. Connor was then ft ill de* 
^tained, p. 310.— This fliews what private oppreflion might in the Ia(t 
century be praftifed in the Hebrides. 

In the fame coUedlion, the £arl of ArgyM gives a pi£lurerque 
account of an emba(ry from the great M^Meilof fiarra, as that infulair 
Chief ufed to be denominated.—'* I received a letter yefterday from 
McNeil of Barra, who lives vefy far off, (ent by a gentleman in all 
formality, offering his fervice, which had made you laugh to (e^ 
his entry. His ftyle of his letter ^.ns as if h^ were gf another kipg« 
dom." — P. 643. 



/ 
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gold'*-*-At tea be talked of his intending to go ta 
Italy in 1775, M*Lcodfaid, he Would like Paris better.' 
• — John/on. " No^ fir j there are none of the French 
literati now alive, to vifit whom I would crofs a fea. 
I can find in BufFon's book all that he can fay *.** 

After fupper he faid, *« I am forry that prize- 
fighting is gone out j every art (hould be preferred, 
and the art of defence is furcly important. It is 
abfurd that our foldiers fliould have fwords, and 
not be taught the ufe of them* Prize-fighting 
made people accuftomed not to be alarmed at 
feeing their own blood, or feeling a little pain from 
a wound. I think the heavy glayntere was an 
ill-contrived weapon. A man could only ftrike 
once with it. It employed both his hands, and he 
muft of courfe be foon fatigued with wielding it \ 
fo that if his antagonift could only keep playing a 
while, he was fure of him. I would fight with a 
dirk againft Rorie More's fword. I could ward off 
a blow with a dirk, and then run in upon my 
enemy. When within that heavy fword, I have 
him 5 he is quite helplefs, and I could ftab him at 
my leifure, like a calf.— It is thought by fenfible 
military men, that the Engliflx do not enough avail 
themfelves of their fuperior ftrength of body againft 
the French ; for that muft always hiave a great ad- 
vantage in pufhing with bayonets. I have heard 
an o£5cer fay, that if women could be made to 
ftand, they would do as well as men in a mere in- 

♦ I doubt the juflice of my felloVf- traveller's remark coticernhig 

"the French literati, many of whom, I am told, have confiderable 

merit in converfation, as well a« in Iheir writings. That Qf Mon* 

fieur dt Buf!x)n, fn particular, I am well aflured is highly inftrudi?i$ 

and eiitertaining. 

I • terchangc 
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• terchaiige of bujllets from a diftance : but, if a bodf 
of men fliduld come clofe up to them, then to be 
furc they muft be overcome; now, (faid he,) in tt« 
fame manner the weaker- bodied French miift he 
overcome by our ftrong foldicrs.** 

The fubjed of duelling was introduced.-* 
Johnfon^ " There Is no cafe in England where one 
Or other of the combatants nmft die : if you have '^ 
Overcome your adverfary by difarming him, that ii 
fufficient, though you ibould not kill him ; your 
honour, or the honour of your family, is reftored^ 
as much as it can be by a duel. It is cowardly to 
force ypur antagonift to renew the combat, when 
you know that you have the advantage of him by^ 
fuperior (kill. Vt)U might juft as well go and cut 
his throat whilp he is aflcep in his bed. When a 
duel begins, it is fupp^fed there may be an equa*^ 
lity ; becaufe it is not always (kill that prevails. It 
depends much on prefence of mind ; nay on acci* 
denes. The wind may be in a man's face. He 
may fall. Many fuch things may.decide the fupe* 
fiority.— A man is fufficiently punilhed, by being 
(ailed out, and fubjeded to the rifk that is in a 
duel."^^ — But on my fuggefting that the injured 
perfoft is equally fubjefted to rifk, he fairly owned 
be could not explain the rationality of duelling. 

Menda^y 20th September. 
When I awaked, the ftorm was higher ftilL It 
abated about nine, and the fun (hone ; but it rained 
again very foon, and it was not a day for travelling. 
At breakfaft. Dr. Johnfon told us, " there was 
once a pretty good tavern in Catharine-ftreet in the 
Strand, where very good company met in an even- 

0.4 ing. 
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ing, aild each, man called for his own half-pint of 
wine, or gill, if he pleafed ; they were frugal nnen, 
and nobody paid but for what he himfelf drank. 
The houfe furnifhed no fupper ; but a tvoman at- 
tended with mutton^pies, which any body might 
purchafe. I was introduced to this company by 
Cumming the Quaker, and ofed to go there fome- 
times when I drank wine. In the lad age, when 
my mother lived in London, there were two fets of 
people, thofe who gave the wall, and thofe who 
took it ; the peaceable and the quarrelfome. When 
I returned to Lichfield, after having been in 
London, my mother aiked me, whether I wad one 
of thofe who gave the wall, or thofe who took it. 
Now, it is fixed that every man keeps to the right ; 
or,, if one is taking the wall, another yields it, and 
it is never a difpute."— — Mt was very fevere on a 
lady, whofe name was mentioned. He faid, he 
would have fent her to St. Kilda. That (he was as 
bad as negative badnefsxould be, and Aobd in the 
way of what was good : that infipid beauty would 
not go a great way j and that fuch a woman might 
be cut out of a cabbage, if there was a Ikilful 
artificer. 

M'Leod was too late in coming tq breakfaft* 
Dr. Johnfpn faid, lazinefs was worfe than the tooth* 
ach.— — ^(?/ie;^//. " I cannot agree with you, fir ; a 
bafon of cold water, or a horfe-whip, will cure 
hzinckJ^— John/on. "No, fir; it will only put off 
the fit ; it will not cure the difeafc. I have been 
trying to cure my lazinefs all my life, and could 
not do lU^^-^BofwdL '* But if a man does in a 
fliorter time what might be the labour of a life, 
tJ^cre is nothing to he faid againft him,"-^ — Jobnfon 
^ ' (perceiving 
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(perceiving at once that I alluded to him and his 
Diftionary). ** Suppofe that flattery to be true, the 
confequence would be, that the world would have 
no right to cenfure a man j but that will not juftify 
him to himfelf." 

After breakfaft, he faid to me, *' A Highland 
Chief (hould now endeavour to do every thing to 
raifc his rents, by means of the induftry of his 
people. ^ Formerly, it was right for him to have 
his houfe full of idle fellows ; they were his de- 
fenders, his fervants, his dependants, his friends. 
Now they may be better employed. The fyftem of 
things is now fo much altered, that the family 
cannot have influence but by riches, becaufe it has 
110 longer the power of ancient feudal times. An 
individual of a family may have it ; but it cannot 
now belong to a family, unlefs you could have a 
perpetuity of men with the fame views. M*Leod 
has four times the land that the Duke of Bedford 
has. I think, with 'his fpirir, he may in tiitie make 
himfelf the greatefl: man in the king's dominions ; 
for land may always be improved to a certain degree. 
I would never have any man fell land, to throw 
money into the funds, as is often done, or to try 
any other fpecies of trade. Depend, upon it, this 
rage of trade will deftroy itfelf. You and I fliall 
not fee it ; but the time will come when there will 
^ be an end of it. Trade is like gaming. If a whole 
company are gamefters, play muft ceafe •, for there 
is nothing to be won. When all nations are traders, 
there is nothing to be gained by trade, and it will 
ftop firft where it is brought to the greateft perfec-* 
tion. Then the proprietors of land Ojply will be the 
great men."-^I obfervcd, it was hard that M'Leod 

(hould 
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ihould find ingratitude in fo many of his people.*^ 
Jobnfm. ** Sir, gratitude is a fruit of great cultiva- 
tion % you do not find it among grofs people." — \ 
doubt of this. Nature fcems to have implanted 
gratitude in all living creatures. The lion, men* 
tioned by Aulus Gellius» had it*. It appears to 
me that culture, which brings luxury and Telfifhneis 
with it, has a tendency rather to weaken than pro% 
mote this afiedion. 

Dr. Johnfon (aid this morning, when talking of 
our ietcing out, that he was in the flare in which 
Lord Bacon reprefents kings. He dcfired the end^ 
bat did w:>i like the means. He wilhed much to 
get home, but was unwilling to travel in Sky.— — - 
*• You are like kings too in this, fir, (faid 1,) thaC 
you niu& ad under the diredion of others.'* 

^uefday^ ^ifi Septemher. 

The uncertainty of our prefent fituation hzv\nQ 
prevented me from receiving arry letters from home 
for ibme time, I could not help being uneafy. Dr. 
Johnibn bad an advantage over me, in this refpe£^ 
hcf having no wife or child to occafion anxious ap- 
prehenfions in his mind.- — It was a good mornings 
ib we refolved jp fet out. Buc, before quitting this^ 
caftle, where ^e have been fo well entertained, let 
mc giv(? a fhort defcription of it. 

Along the edge of the rock, there are the re- 
mains of a wall, which is now covered with ivy. 
A iquare court is formed by buildings of different 
ages, particularly fome towers, faid to be of great 
a4tiquity ^ and at one place there is a row of falfc 

* Attl. Gellius^ Lib* ▼• c. xiv. 

cannon 
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cannon of {lone. There is a very large unfiniflied 
pile, four ftories high, which we were told was 
here when Leod^ thb ifirfl: of this family, came from 
the lile of Man, married the heirels of the M*Crails, 
the ancient poiTeiTors of Dunvegan, and^afterwarda 
acquired by conqued as much land as he had got 
by marriage. He fiarpafled the houfe of Aultria 5 
for he was felix both bella gerere et mbere. Joha 
Breck M*Leod, the grandfather of the late laird, 
began to repair the caftle, or rather to complete 
it : but he did not live to finifli his undertaking. 
Not doubting, however, that he ihould do it, be^ 
like thofe who have had their epitaphs written be* 
fore they died, prdered the following infcription, 
compofed by the minifter of the parifli, to be cut 
upon a broad ftone above one of the lower windows, 
where it {till remains to celebrate what was not done, 
and to ierve as a memento of the uncertainty of 
life, and the prefumption of man : 

*^ Joannes Macleod Beganoduni Dominus gentig 
fuae Philarchus, Durinefias Haraice V^ternefias, &c; 
Baro D. Flor^ Macdonald matrimoniali vii^culo 
conjugatus turrem hanc fieganodunenfem proavorum 
habitaculum longe vetuftiflimum diu penitus labe- 
fedatam Anno aerae vulgaris MDCLKXXVI in* 
ftauravit. ^ . 

*« Quem ftabilirc javat proavorum tefta vctttftn, 
*' Omne (celus fugiat, juilitiamque colat. 
'* Vertit in aerias turres magalia virtus, 
'* Inque cafas humilcs tcda fuperba nefas/' 

M^Leod and Talifker accompanied us. We 
pafled by the parifh church of Durini/b. The 
church-yard is not enclofed, but a pretty murmur- 

ing 



236 JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

ing^rook runs along one fide of it. In it is a py- 
raniid ereftcd to the memory of Thomas Lord 
Lovat, by his Ton Lord Simon, who fufFered on 
Tower-hill. It is of free-ftpne, arid^ I fuppofe, 
about thirty feet high. There is an infcription on a 
piece of white marble infened in it, which I fufpeft 
to have been the compofition of Lord Lovat him- 
fclf, being much in his pompous ftyle : 

•* This pyramid was erefted by Simon Lord 
Fraser of Lovat, in honour of Lord Thomas his 
Father, a Peer of Scotland, and Chief of the great 
and ancient Clan of the Frasers. Being attacked 
for his birthright by the family of Atholl, then in 
powerandfavour with' King William, yet, by the 
valoar and fidelity of his clan, and the affiftance of 
the Campbells, the old friends and allies of his 
family, he defended his birthright with fuch great- 
nefs and fermety of foul, and fuch valour and afti- 
vity, that he was ^n honour to his name, and a good 
pattern to all brave Chiefs of clans. He died in the 
month of May, 1699, in the 63d year of his age, 
in Dunvegan, the houfe of the Laird of Mac Leod, 
'^hofe fifter he had married : by whom he had the 
above Simon Lord Fraser, and feveral other 
children. And, for the great love he bore to the 
family of Mac Leod, he defired to be buried near 
his wife's relations, in the place where two of her 
uncles by. And his fon Lord Simon, to fhew to 
pofterity his great afFeftion for his mother's kindred, 
the brave Mac Leods, choofes rather to leave his 
father's bones with them, than carry thta\ tp his 
' own burial-place, near Lovatt** 

1 haViJ 



TO THE HEBRIDES, ^jj 

I have prefervcd this infcription, though of no 
great value, thinking it charaderiftical of a man 
who has made fome noife in the world. Dr, John- 
fon faid, it was poor ftufF, fuch as Lord Lovat's 
butler might have written. 

I obferved, »in this church-yard, a parcel of people 
aflcmbled at a funeral, before the grave was dug. 
The coffin, with the corpfe in it, was placed on 
the ground, while the people alternately affifted in 
making a grave. One man, at a little diftance^ 
was bufy cutting a long turf for it, with the crooked 
fpade which is ufed in Sky ; a very aukward inftru- 
ment. The iron part of it is like a plough- coulter. 
It has a rude tree for a handle, in which a wooden 
pin is placed for the foot to prefs upon, A tra- 
veller might, without further enquiry, have fet this 
down as the mode of burying in Sky. I was told, 
however, that the ufual way is to have a grave pre- 
vioufly dug. 

I obferved to-day» that the common way of car- 
rying home their grain here is in loads on horle- 
back. They have alfo a few fleds, or cars^ as wc 
call them in Ayrfljire, clumfily made, and rarely 
ufed. 

We got to Ulinifli about fix o'clock, and found 
a very good farm-houfe, of two ftories. Mr. 
M'Lleod of Ulinifh, the flierifF-fubftitute of the 
iflandi was a plain honefl: gentleman, a good deal 
like an Englifh juftice of peace; not much given 
to talk, but fufficiently fagacious, and fomewhat 
droll. His daughter, though fhe was never out of 
Sky, was a very well-bred woman. — Our reverend 
friend, Mr. Donald M'Quecn, kept his appoint* 
xnent, and met us here. 

Talking 
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Talking of Phipps's voyage to the North Pole, 
Dr. Johnfon obferved, that it " was conjcaured 
that our former navigators have kept too near land, 
and fo have found the iea frozen far north, becauic 
the land hinders the free motion of the tide ; bur, 
in the wide ocean, where the waves tumble at their 
full convenience, it is imagined that the f roft do^ 
not take cSc&:* ^ 

Wednefday^ 2id Septemicf^ 
In the morning I walked out, and faw a fhip, 
the Margaret of Clyde, pafs by with a number of 
emigrants on board. It was a melancholy fight.— <i* 
After breakfaft, we went to fce»what was called a 
fubterraneous houfe, about a mile off. It was upon 
the fide of a rifing-ground. It was difcpvered by a 
fox's having ta^en up his abode in it, and in chac* 
ing him, they dug into it. It was very narrow and 
low, and feemed about forty feet in length. Near 
it, we found the foundations of feveral fmall huts^ 
built of ftone, — Mr. M*Queen, who is always for 
making every thing as ancient as poflible, boafted 
that it was the dwelling of fome of the firft inha- 
bitants of the ifland, and obferved, what a curiofity 
it was to find here a fpecimen of the houies of the 
jlborigines^ which he believed could be found no 
where elfc ; and it was plain that they lived without 
fire. — Dr. Johnfon remarked, that they who made 
this were not in the rudeft ftate ; for that it was 
more difficult to make it than to build a houfe; 
therefore certainly thofe who made it were in pc^ 
feflaon of houfes, and had this only as a hiding- 
place. — It appeared to jne, that the veftiges of 
houies, juft by it, confirn^^ Dr. Johnfon's opi« 
Qion. 

From 
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From an old tower, near this place, is an extcn- 
five view of Loch-Braccadil, and, at a diftance, of 
the iQcs of Barra and South Uift ; and on the land- 
fide, the Cuillin, a prodigious range of mountains, 
capped with rocky pinnacles in a ftrange variety of 
fliapes. They refemble the mountains near Corte 
ia Corfica, of which there is a very good print. 
They make part of a great range for deer, which, 
though entirely devoid of trees, is in thefe countries 
called a /s^^. 

In the afternoon, Ulinifli carried us in his boat 
to an ifland poffeffed by him, where we law an im- 
menfe cave, much more deferving the title oi antrum 
immane than that of the Sybil defcribcd by Virgil, 
which I likewife have vifitcd. It is one hundred 
and eighty fctt long, about thirty feet broad, ani 
at lead thirty fret high. This cave, we were told, 
had a remarkable echo-, but we found none. They 
(aid it was owing to the great rains having made it 
damp. Such are the excufes by which the exag- 
geration of Highland narratives is palliated. — 
There is a plentiful garden at Ulinifli, (a great ra- 
rity in Sky,) and feveral trees ; and near the houfe 
is a hill, which has an Erfe name, fignifying " the 
hill of firifz^^ Where, Mr. McQueen informed us, , 
juftice was of old adminiftered. It is like the mens 
placiti of Scone^ or thofc hills which are called laws^ 
fuch as Kelly law^ North- Berwick law^ and fcveral 
others. It is fingular that this fpot Ihould happen 
liow to be the ftierifPs refidence. 

We had a very cheerful evening, and Dr. John- 
fon talked a good deal on the fubjcft of literature. 
—Speaking of the noble family of Bpyle, he faid, 
that all the Lord Orrerys, till the prefcnt, had been , 

writers 
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writers. The firft wrote feveral plays 5 the fecond 
was Bentley*s ancagonift ; the third wrote the Life 
of Swift, and feveral other things •, his fon Hamil- 
ton wrote fome papers in the Adventurer and World. 
He tokl us, he was well acquainted with Swift's 
Lord Orrery. He faid, he was a feeble-minded 
inan; that, on the publication of Dr. Delany's 
Remarks on his book, he was fo much alarmed that 
he was afraid to read them. Dr. Johnfon com- 
forted him, by telling him they were both in the 
right ; that Delany had fcen moft of the good fide 
of Swift, — Lord Orrery moft of the bad,— M'Leod 
afked, if it was not wrong in Orrery to expofe the 
defefts of a man with whom he lived in intimacy. 
— Johnfon. *^ Why no, fir, after the man is dead ; 
for then it is done hiftorically/' He added, " If 
Lord Orrery had been rich, he would have been a 
Very liberal patron. His converfation was like his 
writings, neat and elegant, but without ftrength. 
He grafped at more than his abilities could reach j 
tried to pafs for a better talker, a better writer, and 
a better thinker than he was. There was a quarrel 
between him and hi^ father, in which his father 
was to blame ; becaufe it arofe from the fon's not 
allowing his wife to keep company with his father's 
miftrefs. The old lord (hewed his refentment in 
bis will, — leaving his library from his fon, and 
afligning, as his reafon, that he could not make ufe 
of it." 

I mentioned the affeftation of Orrery, in ending 
all his letters on the Life of Swift in ftudied va- 
rieties of phrafe, .and never in the common mode of 
** / am^^ &c, an ©bfervation which I remember to 
have been made feveral years ago by old Mr. Sheri- 
dan. 



dan. This fpccies of affe<iation in writings ^ a. 
foreign lady of diftinguilhed talents once remarked' . 
ib me, is almoft peculiar to the Englifli. I took up . 
a volume of Dryden, containing . the Conqiieft df 
Granada^ and feveral other plays, of which all the 
dedications had fuch ftudied conclufions. Df» 
Johnfon faid, fuch conclufions were more elegant^ 
and,, in addreffing perfons of high rank, (as when 
Dryden dedicated to the Duke of York,) they were 
like wife more refpeftful. I agreed that there it 
was much better: it was making his*efcape from 
the Royal prefence with a. gcHteel fudden timidity, 
in place of having the refolucion to ftand ftill, and ^ 
make a formal bow. 

Lord Orrery's unkind treatment of his fon in his 
will, led us to talk of the difpofitions a man (hould 
have when dying. I faid, I did not fee why a man 
fhould afl: differently with refpefl: to thofe of whom 
he thought ill when in health, merely becaufe he 
was dying.— Johnfon. " I fhould not fcruple to fpeak 
againfl a party, when dying ; but fhould not do it 
againft an individual. — It is told of Sixtus Quintus, 
that on his death- bed, in the intervals of his laft 
pangs, he figned death-warrants." — Mr. M'Queen 
faid, he fhould not do fo ; he would hav^ more 
tendernefs of heart. — Johnfon. " I believe 1 fhould 
hot cither ; but Mr. M'Queen and I are cowards. 
It would not be from tendernefs of heart ; for the 
heart is as tender when a man is in health as when 
he is fick, though his refolution may be ftronger* 
Sixtus Quintus was a fovereign as well as a prieft ; 
and, if the criminals deferved death, he was doing 
his duty to the lafl. You would not think a judge 
died ill, who fhould be carried off by an apoplcdick 

R fit 



H» jCvanAt OF A Toua 
6l whjle pfopoqncing fentcncc of death. Confide/ 
z, dai^ of m^n whofe buftne& k is to diftrU)i,u;c 
dsuth •.'-^folditrs, who die fcattjering buJIeq, — ^p«- 
tfldy ibink^ th^y die ill on thu accogn;.** 

Talking of Piograpby, he faid, hie did not tbiqk 
that thf life of any literary man in England ha4 
Ijew well written. Befidie the cpmmon incidents of 
life, it fhogjd tell us hi? ftudies, his niode of liy-? 
lag, the means by yhich he attained to ejccQllenc©, 
and his opinion of hif qwn works. He tpld us, h^ 
had fcftt XHrivck to Dryden*s relations, to gather 
materials fer bis Life 5 and he believed Derrick had 
^ got all that he hinfifcif fhould have got | but it w^$ 
* nothing. He added, he had a kindnefs for Der« 
rick, and was forry he was dead. 

His notion as to the poems publifhed by B4r, 
M'Pherfon, as the works of Oflian, wasootftiaken 
here. Mr. M'Queen always evaded the point ol 
authenticity, faying only that Mr. M^Pherfon's 
pieces fell far fliort of thofe he knew in Erfe, whic^ 
were faid to be Offian's. — John/on. *' J hope they 
do. I ani not difputing that you may have poetry 
of great merit ; but that M*?herfoa*s is not a tram 
flatioo frpn:i ancient poetry. Yoy do not believe it* 
. I fay before you, you do not believe it, though you 
are very willing that the world (hould believe it.'*— ? 
Mr, M^Qu^n made no anfwcr to this, — Dr. John^ 
ion proceeded " I look upon M^Phcrfon's Fif{gft 
to be as grofs an ioipofition as ^ver the world w^ 
troubled with. Had it been really an ancient wotkf 
|i true fpecimen hpw nien thought ^t that tinoe^ it 
would hav^ been a, curipfity pf the. firft rate. As f 
modern prpduftion, it isi nothing/* — He faid, hf 
j:wld never get ^h? meaning pf a^ Erfi fong c^r 

plained 
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plained tx> him. They told him, the chorus wa$ 
generally unmeaning. " I take it, (faid he,) Erie 
fangs are like a long which I remember : jt wai 
compofed in Queen Elizabeth's time, on the Estrl 
of Effex i and the burthen was 

*' HadaratoOf radarate> radara tadara tandor^.'* 

** But furely, faid Mn McQueen, there were 
words to it, which had meaning.— 7^^»/i». " Why, 
yes, fir; I recoiled a ftanza, and you fhall 
have it : 

** O ! then befpokc the prentices all, 

*' Li vine in London, both proper and tall, 

** For Effex's fake they would fight all. 

'^ Radaratoo> radarate^ mdara, tadara, tandore*." 

When Mr, M*Queen began again to expatiate 
on the beauty of Offian's poetry, Dr. Johrtfon en- 
tered into no further controvcrfy, but, with a plea- 
fant fmilc, only cried, " Ay> ay ; Radaraloo ra- 

Thurfday^ i^d Septemher. 

I took Fingal down to the parlour in the morn# 

ing, and tried a teft propofed by Mr. Roderick 

M*Leod, fon to Ulinilh. Mr. M*Queen had faid 

he had fome of the poem in the original, I defir'ed 

* This droll quotationi I have (inpe found, was from a fong ia 

. Honour of the Earl of Eilex, called ^< ^en Elizabitys jCbampioM/* 

whi^h is preferred in a colkflicm of Old Ballads, in thrt^ rdlumest 

publiihed in London in different years, betwtM 1710 and f7|*« 

The full verfe is as follows : 

*^ Oh ! then befpoke the prentices all, 
** Living in London, both proper aiid tult, 
^. In a kind letter fent itraight to tht Qgeen^ 
«< For EAex^j fake they w<s«ld iig^ht all. 

<< Raderer too, tandaro te, 

*« Kadef 6f , tandofcr, tan do re.^ 

R t hin) 
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him to mention any paffage in the printed book,, of 
which he could repeat the original. He pointed 
out one in page 50 of the quarto edition, and read 
the Erfe, while Mr. Roderick M'Leod and I looked 
on the Englilh ;: — and Mr, M'Leod faid, that it was 
pretty like what Mr. McQueen had recited. But 
when Mr. McQueen read a defcription of CuchuUin's 
fword in Erfe, together with a tranflation of it in 
Englifh verfe, by Sir James Foulis, Mr. M*Leod 
faid, that was much more like than Mr. M^Pherfon's 
tranflation of the former paflage. Mr. McQueen 
then repeated in Erfe a defcription of one of the 
horfes in Cuchillin*s car. Mr. M^Leod faid, Mr. 
M^Pherfon's Englifli was nothing like it. 

When Dr. Johnfon came down, I told him that 
I had now obtained fome evidence concerning Fin- 
gali for that Mr. M*Queen had repeated a paflage 
in the original Erfe, which Mr. M'Pherfon's tran- 
flation was pretty like; and reminded him that he 
himfelf had once faid, he did not require Mr. 
M'Pherfon's OflSan to be more like the original than 
Pope's Homcr.^^—Johnfon. " Well, fir, this is juft 
what I always maintained. He has found names^ 
and ftories, and phrafes, nay paflTages in old fongs^ 
and with them has blended his own compofitions, 
and fo made what he gives to the world ^s the tran- 
flation of an ancient poem." If this was the cafe, 

I obfervcd, it was wrong to publifli it as a poem in 
fix hooks.— John/on. *' Yes, fir; and to afcribe it 
to a time too'when the Highlanders knew nothing of 
tooksy and nothing of^x; — or perhaps were got 
the length of counting fix. We have been told, by 
Condamine, of a nation that could count no 'more 
than four. This fliould be tpld to Monboddo ; it 
,5 would 
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vr^iild help him. There is as much charity in help- 
ing a maa down-^hill, as in helping him up-hill.*'— 
B^fwell. ** I don't think there is as much charity.'* 
---^Jthnfon. " Yes, Gr, if his tendency be downwards. 
Till he is at the. bottom, he flounders; get him 
onee there, and he is quiet. Swift tells, that Stella 
had a trick, which Ibe learned from Addifon, of* 
encouraging a iban iri abfoFdity, inftead of endea-* 
vouring to extricate him/* ^ 

Mr; M*Quecn*s afftlwers to the inquiries con- 
cerning O^an were fo unfttisfadory, that ^ I could 
not help obferving, that, were he examfiucid in- a 
court of juftice, he would find himfelf undet a nc-- 
ceflTity of being more explicit.- — Jobnfon. " Sir, he 
has told Blair a little too much, which is publi^ed; 
and he flicks to it. He is fo much at the head of' 
things here, that he has never b^n accuftomed to 
be clofely examined; and fo he goes on quite 
fmoothly." — Bofwell. ** He has never had any body 
to work him."— 7^»/i». " No, fir 5 and a man is 
feldom difpofed to work himfelf; though he ought 
to work himfelf, to be fure," — Mr. M'Queen made 
no reply *. 

Having talked of the fl:ri6lnefs with which wit- 
neflcs are examined in courts of juftice, Dr. John- 
£bn told us, that Garrick, though accuftomed to 
face multitudes, when produced as a witnefs in 
Weftminfter-hall, was fo difconcerted by a new 
mode of publick appearance, that he could not 
underftand what was afked. It was a caufe where 
an aftor claimed ^' free benefit-^ that is to fay, a 

R 3 benefit 

• I think it but j«ftice to fay, that I believe Dr. Johnfon meant to 
aicribe Mr. M*Queen*s condu6l to inaccuracy and enthafiafm, ^d 
^dnot mean any fevere imputation againft hinu 
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bqne&t without; paying the expcnce of the houfe » 
hut the meaning of the term was difput^d. Qaf^ 
ri<;k was afked, '* Sir, have you a free bcftefit ?**-^ 
«' y<[s/*-^*^ Upon what terpw hjkve you it P*"—^ 
•^ Upoii'— the teicms--:of-^'a free bcncfit*''^-^He 
was difmiired a$ one frorn whom no information 
CQuld be obtained,— ^Dr. Johnfon is often toQ 
har4 w our fricod Mr. Garrick, When I aikcd 
him, why he did not mention him in the Preface ta 
hi9 Shakfp^are, He faid, '^ Garrick has been iiberaily 
p^ for any thing he has done for Shakifpeare. If 
1 iboujid praife him, I fliould much more praife the 
natk)^ who paid him. i^ has not made Shakfpeare 
better known*! he cmnu iJluftrate Shakfpeare: 
3o I hi^ve reafoi^ enough againft mentbnbg hisi» 
were reafont ncceflary. There fliould be rcafons/flr 
il,".^,-^! fpoke of Mrs, Montague's very high^ 
praifes of Gafrick.*-^^*^^^' '' Sir, it i$ fit Ihe 
fhould fay fo much, and I ihould fay nothing. Rey- 
iiolds h fond of her book, and I wonder at it v for 

neithi^r 

^ It has been triampliantly afked, ^< Had not the p.Tays of Shak- 
fpeare lain dormant for many years before the appearance of Mr* 
Garrick t Did hp not exhibit the mq^ excellent of t^bem frequently 
for thirty yeg^s together, and render them extremely popular by hi^. 
own inimitable performance ?" He undoubtedly did. But Dr. John* 
fofi^s affmifin has been mtfundcraood. Knowing a» well as tfa« 
obje^ort what ha» bee'^ ]^St flated^ he mu(l neceffarily have meant| 
that ^* Mr. Qarrick did not as a critick make ^hakfpeare bettor 
> known j be 4id not iUufirate any one pafage in any of his plays by 
af me nefs of ciifquifition* or, fa^^city of conjecture :V and what had 
begn done with any degree of excellence in that way was the proper 
and imn^ediate fqbjefl of his preface. I niay add in fupport of this 
explanation the following anecdote, related to me by one of the ableAr 
coifinientators on Shakfpearf, who knew much of Dr. Johnfon i 
*• Now I have quitted the theatre, cries Garrick^ I will fit down and 
r^i Shakfpeare." ** Tis time you (ho«Id* exclairoed Joksfb), for 
I much dqubt if you ^v^ examined one of his (day» from the firft . 
iccne to the laft," 
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iteither I^ nor Beauekrk^ nor Mrs. Thrafe, coald 
g»e tkiwigh k */• ; 

^ No man has Ufi lAcWHitAo^ to tdifMvhrff^n I itr^, pir^cHf. 
fai^ wilfr tf IMy. vat atf i bavtf tUiiiftdV aM<iftM cbiHticmvof betnl 
♦milled t6t efi^tv % ^^ ftri^tft fidelity, my rtCpi^ for the pub- 
lick obliges me to take notice of an infinuatidil whic^ tencU to ina- 
^ea^h it. 

Mh'. Pidtzi (lafe Mrs: Tl»rtire);i<^l«r .'« Artecdbtts of^dr. Jbhli^ 

Ibii/' «jd<»# i^WkwHJgpoflfajpev . ^ . 

'^ ., , ffapUspPei. 10, 1786. 

^* fince fiie' fdJ^iTgotrtgtwttlt' ti t^ie prtff, hai^inl^ fic'n' a^ pai&gfc 
li-bAy Mp. Bi^iWears *^Totor to thf mfcriae«/ ilWhkfc) ir irlWd^ 
th^titmldM gjpt: tkrfi^h Mr*. 3^onl4iif^'s « £Jhy om Shakfpiatt; I 
do obt delay ^. moment to deckre, that, on the contrary^ I have aU 
*ays conimenW it lAyfelf, atidhlj^tfit cbmYnehtlW^ iy ^vct-y oift 
cileV aVfdl feU tttings w<MM gSHi^daeriHeAle cIdMteill thdn to .berhoU]|hk 
inciipftbk'of t)A|tfigi> a# ttftwlUinKi to teftify. nfy opil^9n:0f itaejcceU 
Icnce/' , j 

■ ft IS rerilaVk&We ttift thh' pbftrcii|St' ii fo* ^xfj/fiffeli airf tt6t tb pOfnV 
«kit^'tW pevton ^li^ffa^PihM Mfii Tltmi coXA\tti6ti^tth^t03[i\fMt^ 
Mtfntftgu^s bdofe {t a*d therefore 1 think ix necefTary topreipindMrl^ 
Piozzi, that the aflertion (fdncerning her was I$r. Jbhnfon'js, and not 
Hiirtt; 'the fecond obfervation that I (hall make on this poftfcript is^ 
that it does not deny the fa£^ aiTerted, though I muft acknowledge 
fttirh' ^ pf^ife if lll^bimi: o^ 'MMl ZyUMVagb^'iT botllfiy ir may^ havA 
been defigned to convey that meaning. 

WhtfriV4[rs.''tflinfl&*tf opinion ii or wisv or vthaif ffie niayr o^itfay 
Hot h^M faul tof ]>r;« Ji»hnibn obnetrmi^^Mrr.'Mohiigiie^s bboK^i at 
i^ nof nta^iff^' fc^ tAV fo> emqirire; Ir ir only inclHtibent w me' iS0 
Afc^ein whft« £>i*. Jt>hnron fnid to' lAd I fhail rhe)«6»ie^ confiitcf 
myfeff td a vffl-y fhbrt^ftate of the faft; 

Th« unfavourabto opinion of Mn^ M>ot«giie'f book» which DK 
Jbhiifon is heire^ repott^ to hatw gtvtil^ ik kiioWti tO'' have-bee^'th^ 
which he unifbmity'cl»pl«iIM, a^ m«fy Of hts iVitMs^W^l!'tth)fertf!>ek^ 
8)iPmiith for the autitentieity?oO the^ paragraph, arfkr as' k*relati« 
tto hik owYi feiitiiiiennA THe wbrdr containing the aflerrion, til^ 
inrfiich'MiVi Pioztifabje^,>afepniitedfrom myMnafaufcriprJbtirni^l 
and' were taiaen down* at* the time.. The Jotirtial was riefid by IK 
Johnibtr^ wDo'potntM^oiirfome ina^cunicies,! which I corre^ed, but 
did nor mention any inacboracy ' in the paragraph inqoedtoh : and 
what ie fttU^more materiali and'Verjr flatterinrg to ifie^* a'coniiderBble 
part of my Journal, containing this paragraph, fwas' ruul finjfrai, 
^Sitt^ai^i^Mt'ii TJftahiferfeif^TVfho hadirfor fome time in her pof- 

R 4 feifioa 
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Laft m^t Dr. Johnlbn gave us an account of 
the whole proccfs of tanning, — and of the nature of 
milk, and the various operations upon it, as making 
whey, &c. • His variety of information is furpriz- 
ing ; and it gives one much fatbfaAion to find fuch 
la man beftowing his attention on the ufcful arts of 
life. Ulinifli was much ftruck with his knowledge ; 
and faid, "He is a great orator, fir; it is mufick 
to hear thi$ man fpeak.'*— -A ftrangethooght ftruck 
me, to try if he knew any. thing of an arc;^ or what- 
ever it ihould be called, which, is no doubt very 
tjfeful in life, but which lies far out of the way* of 
^ philofophcr and poctj I mean jhe trade of 9 
butcher* I enticed him into thevfubjed^ by qon- 
ncftinjg it with the various refeartheSinto the man- 
ners and cuftoms of uncivilised nations, that have 
been: made by our late navigatoiB into the South 
6eas.— -I began with obferving, that Mr. (iiow Sir 

'^V ' \ Jofeph) 

jcffi«n|^ and rcturftfd It to m^ witJboQt. intimating that.Pr. Johnfon 
bad miftaken her rentiment$. 

WlMn the firft. edition of my Journal was pafllDg througli tht 
jprefSy it occurred to me» that a peculiar delicacy, was neceflTary to b^ 
c^fcnred in reporting the opinion of one literary, lady xonceirning the 
jperfocmaaccof another 3 and I had fuch .fcrupleg on that head, that 
m the proof (heet I ftruck out the name of .Mrs. Thralc from the 
fbove paragraph^ and two or three hundred copies of my book were 
finally printed and publilhed without it $ of thefe Sir Jo(hua Rey- 
polds^s copy happened to be one. But while the iheet.^as working 
pff, a friend^ for whpfe opinion I have great refpe£l9 fuggefted that 
I had i)o right to deprive Mrs. Thrale of the high honour which 
Pr; Johnfon had done her, by ftating her opinion along with that of 
Mr. ^eauclerk, as coinciding with, and, as it ^ifere, fan&ioning hit 
own.' The obfervation appeared to me fo weighty and concluiive, 
that I haftened to the printing* houfe, and, as a piece of juftice, re« 
ftored Mrs. Thrale t# that place from which a too fcrupnious delicacy 
had excluded her. 

On this fimple &m of fafts I Siall make no^bfenratjon what- 
tf9r$ • 
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Jpfefrfi) Banks tells us, that the art of fl^ughtering 
animals was not known in Otaheite, for, inftead of 
jbleedingltQ death their dogs, (a common food with 
them,) they -ftflangle Jhcm. This he told rne him- 
felf ; .^d I XUppofed that their hogs were killed in 
the fame way. Dr. Jobnfon faid, . " This muft be 
owing to their not having knives, — though they 
haVe.fharp fl;ones with which they can cut a carcafe 
in pij:ces tolerably." By degrees, he (hewed that 
ie knew fpmething even of butchery. *' Different 
animals (faid he) are killed differently. An ox is 
jknocked down, and a calf ftunned ; but a (heep has 
its thr0ai: cqti without any. thing being done to ftu- 
J)ify it. . .T!?e butchefs have no view to the eafe of 
cbeanimaJs^ butonly to. make them quiet, for their 
own fafety and convenience. . A (hcep can g^ve them 

little trouble. Hales is of, opinion, that every 

animal ihould be blooded, without having any blow 

given to it, becaufe it bleeds better. BofwelL 

« That would be cruel/'-^ Jobnfon, , " No, fir; 

there is not much pain, if the jugular vein be pro- 
perly cut." — Purfuing the fubje<9;, he faidj^ ^the 
kennels, of Southwark ran with blood two or three 
tjays in the week; that hje .was afraid there were 
flaughter*bc»ifes in mor^e ftreei:s in London than one 
fuppofes ; (fpeaking with a kind of horrour of 
butchering ;). and, yet he addbd, ^' any.of us would 
kill a cow, rather than not have beef." — —\ faid 
we could not.——" Yes, <faid he,) any one may. 
The bufinefs of a butcher is a trade indeed, that is 
to fay, there is an apprenticed ip ferved to it ; but 
it may be learnt in a month." 

I mentioned a club in London, at the Boar's 
Head in Eaftcheap, the very tavern where Falftaff 

and 
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Urtd tns joyous comparisons met ; the members di 
which all aflbme Shalcfpeare's charaders. One k 
PaHlaff, another Prince Henry, another Bzrdoipk^ 
tttd (6 on. — y^nfm. " Don't be of it, 6t. Noi* 
that you have a name, you npiuft be c;arefd t» 
attoidf many things, not bad i^ themfelves, but 
wfncb will leflfen your charafter * This every man 
who" has a name muft obfenre. A man who is not 
jpftfrlickty known m4y live in London as* he fk^sfes^ 
Without any notice being taken of him; but k ia 
Wonderful how a petfon of any conftqiuence n 
Watched. There was a m&fnbcr of parfermenii 
who wanted to pre|Mire himfelf to fpeak on a quef^ 
tion that was to come 6i)t in tkeHoufe ; and he atKi 
I were to talk it o¥tr together He did' ncc wilh it 
Stootd be known that be talked wi{h> me; fa he 
wonM BO« let me eb^fe to his hotifr, but catne Cd 
mttt. Some time vSiet He had made im i^eecb in 
Ae boufir, Mrs. Gb<rtntt«d(^ky, a very airy lady, 
toW mej ' Well; yotrcotricl. mafcc nothing' o|5 him J* 
flaming the gentleman^*^ which Was a proof thac ha 
was watched. — I had on«9 fome bulinds t^ d^€oi 
gofer nm ent, and I went to Lord North?^. Pws* 
caution was taken that k (hould not be known, ft 
was darft be^e I we^r; yet a few dayis after I mM 
told/ *^Well, you haf^tb&tn m^k Lord North/ 
Thar the door of the prime minifter fhould be 
watched, is not ftrange; but that a^ member of 
parfiamenr (hould be watched, or that my door 
flioald be watched, is wonderful,**^ 

^ I ilo not fee why I miglit not have been of thit club without 
MfAing my charaAer. But Dr. Johnfon^s caution againft fuppofing 
ont^t fclf concealed in London^ may be very ufefui to prevent Tome 
people from doing many things, not only focUflij but criminal. 

I 
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. Wc fet out this morning on our way to XaKflccr, 
in Ulini(h*s boat, having taken leave of him and 
his family. Mr. Donald McQueen ftill favoured us 
with his company, for which we were much obliged 
to him. As wc failed along Dr. Johnfen got into 
one of his fits of railing at the Scots. He owned 
that they had been a very learned nation for a hun- 
dred years, from about 1550 to about 1650; but 
that they afforded the only inftance of a people 
among whom the arts of civil life did not advance' 
in proporrion with learning; that they had hardly 
any trade, any nnfoney, or any elegance, before the' 
Union •, that it was ftrange that, wkh all the ad-- 
vantages poffefled by other n^ions, they had nbt 
any of tbofe conveniencies* and embellifliments which 
jire the fnsiit of- induftry, tilf they came in contaflf 
with a civilteed people; ' *VWe have taught yotr, 
(firidhcy) rfnd we'll do tfeeftmeiii time to -aH bar*- 
barous nations,-~to the Cherokees,- — and atlaftto- 
the Ouran-Ou tangs ;^^ laughing with as^ much glee 
as if Monboddo had been prefent. — B^fwelf. •• We 
b»d wine before the Unk>n.*'^7^ijiif/i». "No, firj 
you h^ feme weak ftutf, the refufe of France, 
which would Hot make you dronk.** — Bojkx^lh ^ I 
afiure you^ fir, there was a great deal of drunken- 
nefs.*' — Johnfon. *• No; fir ; there were people who 
died of dropfies, which they contrafted in trying to 
get drjahk.** 

P muft here glcen fome of his converfation at 
UJinifh, which I have omitted. He repeated his 
remark, that a man in a (hip wai worfe than a man * 
in a jail. " The man in a jail, (faid he,) has more 
room, better food, and commonly better company, 
and is in fafcty," — "Ayj but, (faid Mr. McQueen,) 

the 
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the man in the ihip has the pleafing hope of getting 
to fhorc.** — Jobnfon., ** Sir, I am not talking of a 
man's getting to fhore ; but of a man while he is 
in a (hip : and then^ I fay, he is worfe than a man 
while he is in a jail. A man in a ]b\1 may have the 
^jpleafing bpp^ of getting out. A man confined 
for only a limited time, adually has it." — M'Leod 
mentioned his fchemes for carrying on fifheries with 
fpirit, and that he would wifh to underftand the 
conftruftion of boats, h fuggefted that he might 
go to a dock-yard and work, as Peter the Great 
^id.'-^Johnfon. " Nay, fir, he need not work, 
Peter ttie Great had not tjie fciife to fee that the mere 
mechanical work may be done by any body, and 
that there is the (ame art in conftruAing a veflel» 
whether the boards are well or ill wrought. Sir 
Chriftopher Wren might as well have ferved his 
time to a bricklayer, and firft, indeed, to a brick- 
maker." 

. There is a beautiful little; ifland in the IjocH of 
Dunvegan, called Ifa. M'Leod laid, he would 
give it tOiDr. Johnfon, on condition of his refiding 
on it thnse numtbs in the year ; nay one month. 
Dr. Johnfon was highly amufed with the fancy. I 
have feen him pleafe himfelf with little things, even 
with mere ideas like the prefent. He talked a 
great deal of this « ifland ; — how he would build a 
houfe there, — how he would fortify it, — how he 
would have cannon, — ^how he would plant, — how 
he would fally out, and take the ifle of Mgck ; — 
and then he laughed with uncommon glee, and 
could hardly leave off. I have feen him do fo at a 
fmall matter that ftruck him, and was a fport tone 
one elfe. Mr. Langton told me, that one night he 
^ did 
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did fo while the company were all grave about 
him :— only Garrick, irt his fignificant fmart mani- 
ner, darting his eyes around, exclaimed, " Fery 
jocofe, to be fure !" — M*Leod encouraged the 
fancy of Dr. Johnfon*s becoming owner of an ifland ; 
told him, th^t it was the praftice in this country to 
name every man by his lands ; and begged leave to 
drink to him in that mode: " I/land I/ay your 
health !"— Ulinifh, Taliflcer, Mr. M*Queen, and I, 
all joined in our different manners, while Dr. John- 
fon bowed taeach, with much good humour. 

We had good weather, and a fine fail this day. 
The Ihore was varied with hills, and rocks, and 
corn-fields, and bulhes, which are here dignified 
with the name of natural wood. We landed near 
the hbufe of Ferneley,, a farm poffeffed by another 
gentleman of the name of M'Leod, who, expefting 
our arrival, was waiting on the (hore, with a horfe 

for Dr. Johnfon. The reft of us walked. At 

dinner, I expreffcd to M'Leod the joy which I had 
in feeing him on fuch cordial terms with his clan. 
"Government (faid he) has deprived us of our 
ancient power ; but it cannot deprive us of our do- 
meftick fatisfacflions. I would rather drink punch 
in ope of their houfes, (meaning the houfes of his 
peQplc,) than be enabled by their hardfhips, to 
have claret in my own." — This ftiould be the fen- 
timent of every Chieftain. All that he can get by 
raifing his rents, is more luxury in his own houfe. 
Is it not better to fhare the profits of his eftate, to 
a certain degree, with his kinfinen, and thus have 
both focial intercourfe and patriarchal influence ? 

We had a very good ride, for about three miles, 
10 Taliflcer, where Colonel M*Leod introduced ^u?- 

to 
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to his lady* We found here Mr. Donald M^Leaxtt 
the young Laird of Col^ (nephew to Talifker,) to 
whom I delivered the letter with which I had been 
favoured by his uncle, Profeffor M*Leod, at Aber* 
deen. He was a little lively young man. We 
found he had been a good deal in England, iludy* 
ing farming, and was refolved to improve the value 
of his father's lan^s, without opprefiing his tenanrs, 
or loling the ancient Highland fa(bions, 

Taliiker is a better place than one commonly 
finds in Sky, It is fituated in a rich bottom. Be^ 
fore it is a wide expanfe of fea, on each hand of 
which are immenfe rocks ; and, at fome diftance in 
the Tea, there are three columnal rocks riiing to 
iharp points. The billows break with prodigious 
force and noife on the coaft of Taliiker. There arc 
here a good many well-grown trees, Talifkcr is an 
cxtenfive farm. The poffeffor of it has, for fevcral 
generations, been the next heir to M^Leod, as 
there has been but one fon always in that family. 
The court before the houfe is molt injudicioufly 
paved with the round blueilh-grey "pebbles which 
are found upon the fea-(hore ; fo that you walk as 
if upon cannon-balls driven into the ground* 

After fuppcr, I talked of the affiduity of; the 
Scottiih clergy, in vifiting and-privately intruding 
their parilhioncrs, and obferved how much in thit 
they excelled the Englilh clergy. Dr. Johnfon 
would not let this pafs. He tried to turn it off, by 
faying, *• There are different ways of inftrudting. 
Our clergy pray and preach." — M'Leod and I 
prefled the fubjeft, upon which he grew warm, and 
broke forth: ** I do not believe your people arc 
better inftru^ted. If they are, it is the blind lead-' 

ing 
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ing the bjind ; ^or your iclergy arc not iljftrucbed 
thimfelves." Thinking he had gone a little too far^ 
fe? checked hitnfelf, and ailded, " When I talk of 
the ignorance of your clergy, I talk of them as a 
l)pdy : I do not mean that there ar& not individuals 
who are learned (looking at Mr. M*Queen)i^ I 
fiippofc there are fuch among the clergy in Muf- 
covy. The clergy of England have produced the 
moft valuable books in fupport of religion, both io 
theory and pradiqe. What have your clergy done^ 
(jnce you funk into prefbyterianifm ?. Can yoq name 
one book of any value, on a religious fubje^ 
written : by them ?" — We were filent. — " Til help 
you. Forbes wrote very well ; but I believe he 
wrote before epifcopacy was quite extinguiflied/*-^ 
^nd then paufing a little, he laid, " Yes, you have 
Wilbart AGAINST Repentance*.'* — ^Bo/well. ** Bu^ 
fir, we are not contending for the fuperior learning 
pf our clergy, but for their fuperior afliduify."— - 
He bore us down again, with thundering ag^inft 
their ignorance, and faid to me, " I fee you have 
Ijot been well taught j for you have not charity.'* — • 
He had been in fome meafure forced inCQ ;hU 
warrnth, by the exulting air which I affumed ; fbr^ 
when he began, he faid, " Since you will drive the 
iiail i*'-— He again thought of good Mr. M^Qucpo, 
fi^pd, taking him by the hand, faid, " Sir, i did 
npt me^n any difrefped to you." * 

• This was a dexterous mode of defcViption, for the porpoft of 
Ills argument } for what he alluded to was, a Sermon publi(hed by 
lh€ learned Dr. V/illiam Wiftart, formerly principal of the college 
^i Edinburgh^ to warn men a^ainft confiding in a death*he4^ r§^ 
ftntancey of the ineilicac)^ of which lie entertained notions very dif* 
itMAt firotti tkoft «f Dr. jobaiba. 
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Here I aiuft obferve, that he conquered by cfc- 
ierting his ground, and not meeting the argument ' 
as I had put it. The affiduity of the Scottifli clergy 
IS certainly greater than that of the Englifli. His 
taking up the topick of their not having fo much 
learning, was, .though ingenious, yet a. fallacy in 
logick. It was as if there fhould be a difpute 
whether a man's hair is well dreffed, and Dr. John- 
fon fhould fay, " Sir, his hair cannot be well dreffed; 
for he has a dirty fhirt. No man who has not clean 
linen has his hair well dreffed/* — When fome days 
afterwards he read this paffage, he faid, " No, fir ; 
I did not fay that a man's hair could not be well 
drefled becaufe he has not clean linen, but becaufe 
he is bald." * 

He ufed one argument againft the Scottifli clergy 
being learned, which I doubt was not good. ** As 
we believe a man dead till we know that he is alive; 
fo we believe men ignorant till we know that they 
are learned." Now our maxim in law is, to pre- 
fumc a man alive, till we know he is dead. How- 
ever, Indeed, it may be anfwered, that we muft 
firft know he has lived ; and that we have never 
known the learning of the Scottifli clergy. Mr.. 
M'Q^een, though he was of opinion tha^t Dr. 
Johnfon had deferted the point really in difpute, was 
mych pleafed with what he faid, and owned to me, 
he thought it very juft ; and Mrs. M*Leod was fo 
much captivated by his eloquence, that flic told me 
. y I was a good advocate for a bad caufe." 

Friday^ 24/^ September. 
This was a good day. Dr. Johnfon told us, at 
breakfaftj that he rode harder at a fox chace than 

any 
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ftfly body. ** The Englifh ,(faid4ie) are the only 
•nation who ride hard a-hunting. A Frenchman 
goes out upon a managed horfe, and capers in the 
field, and no more thinks of leaping a hedge than 
of mounting a breach. Lord Powerfcourt laid a 
Vrager, in France, that he would ride a great many 
miles in a certain (hort time. The French acade- 
micians fet to work, and calculated that, from the 
refinance of the air, it was impolfible. His lord* 
Ihip however performed it." 

Our money being nearly ej^haufted^ we fent a 
bill for thirty pounds, drawn on Sir William Forbes 
and Co. to Lochbraccadale, but our melTenger 
found it very difficult to procure cafh for it ; at 
length, however, he got us value from the mafter 
of a. veffel which was to carry away fome emigrants. 
There is a great fcarcity of. fpecie in Sky. Mr* 
M'Queen faid he had the utmoft difficulty to pay 
his fervants' wages, or to pay for any little thing 
-which he has to buy. The rents are paid in bills, 
which the drovers give. The people confume a 
vaft deal of fnufF and tobacco, for which they muft 
pay ready money ; and pedlers, who come about 
felling goods, as there is not a fliop in the ifland, 
carry away the calh. If there were encouragement 
given to filheries and manufactures, there might be 
a circulation of money introduced. I got one-and- 
twenty (hillings in filver at Portree, which was 
thought a wonderful (lore. 

Tali(ker, Mr. M*Queen, and I, walked out^ 
and- looked at no lefs than fifteen different water- 
falls near, the houfe, in the fpace of about a quarter 
of a mile. We alfo faw Cuchillin's well, faid to 
have been the favourite fpring of that ancient hero. 

S I drank 
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I drank of it. The water is admirable. On the 

fliore are many ftones full of cfyftallizations in the 

heart. 

Though our obliging friend, Mr. M*Lean, was 
but the young laird, he had the title of C^/ con- 
ftantly given him. After dinner he and I walked 
to the top of Prielhwell, a very high rocky hilt, 
from whence there is a view of Barra,— the Long - 
Iflandj— Berncra, — -the Loch of Dunvegan, — part 
of Rum— part of Rafay, and a vaft deal of the ifle 
cf Sky. Col, though he had come into Sky with 
an intention to be at Dunvegan, and pafs a eonfi- 
derable time in the ifland, moft pc^icely refolved 
firft to conduit us to Mull, and then to return to 
Sky. This was a very fortunate circumftanee ; for 
he planned an expedition for us of more variety 
than merely going to Mull. He propofed we 
fliould fee the ifiands of Egg^ Muck^ Col^ and 
. Tyryi. In all thefe iflands he could fhew us every 
thing worth feeing; and in Mull he faid Ite fhouW 
be as if at home, hi^^ father having lands there, and 
he a farm. 

Dr. Johnfon did not talk much to-day, but 
feemed intent in liftening to the fchemes of future 
cxcurfion, planned by Oh Dr. Birch, however, 
being mentioned,^ he faid, he had more anecdotes 
than any man. I faid, Percy had a great many; 
that he flowed with them like one of the brooks 
hcre.^— John/on. " If Percy is like one of the brooks 
here. Birch was like the river Thames. Birch ex- 
celled Percy in that, as much as Percy excels Gold- 

fmith.'* 1 mentioned Lord Hailes as a man of 

anecdote. He was not pleafed with him, for pub- 
lifliing only fuch memorials and letters as were un- 
favourable 
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favourable for the Stuart familj^, " If, (faid he,) 
a man fairly warns you, * I am to- give aH the ill ; 
dd you find the good \ he may : but if the objed: 
which he profelTes be to give a view of a reign, let 
him teli all the truth. I would tell truth of the two 
Georges, ou of that fe()un<irel', kisg William.-— 
Granger's Biographical Hiftory is full of curious 
anecdote, but might have been better jl^ne* The 
dog is a Whig, I do not like much to fee a Whig 
IB any drcfs; but I hate to fee a Whig ia a parfon's 
gown.** 

Saturday -, 2Stb S^pHtnher^ 
It was refalved tfut we fhould fet out, in order 
tQ return to Slate, to be in readinefs to ta'ke boat 
whenever there, fhould be" a fair wind. Dr. John- 
fpn remained in his chamber writing a letter, and it 
was long before we could get him into motion. He 
did not come to breakfaft, but bad it fencto him. 
When, he had finished his letter, it was twelve 
o'ctock, and we (hould have fet out at ten. When 
I went up to him, he faid to me, ^* Do you re- 
member a fqng which begins, 

" Every ifland is a prifoa 

*' Strongly guarded by. the f<-a ; 
** Kings and princes, for that reafon, 

" Prifoners are, as weU as we.'*^ 

I fuppofe he had been thinking of our confined 
fituarion. He would fain have gone in a boat from 
hence, ,inftcad of riding back to Slate. A fchemc 
for it was propofed. He faid, " We'll not be 
driven tamely from it :" — but it proved impradli* 
cable^ 

S 2 We 
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We took leave of M'Leod and Talifker, front 
whom wc parted with regret. Talifker, having 
been bred to phyfick, had a tinfture of fcholarfhip 
in his converiation, which pkafed Dr. Johnfon, and 
he had fome very good books \ and being a colonel 
in the Dutch fervice, he and his lady, in confer 
quence of having liv^ abroad, had introduced 
t^e eafeand politenefs of tkk continent into this rude 
rcgiom 

Young Cel was now our leaden Mr. M*Quce» 
was to accompany us half a day more. We (topped 
at a little hut, where we faw an old woman grinding 
with the quern J the ancient Highland inffrument^ 
which k is faid was ufed by the Romans, but which^ 
being very flow in its operation, is almoft entirely 
gonie into difufe. » 

The walls of the cottages in Sky^ inftead of being 
one compared mafs of (tones, are often formed by 
two exterior furfaces of (tone, filled up with earth 
in the middle^ whith makes them very warm. The 
roof is generally bad. They are thatched, fomc- 
times with (traw, fometimes with heath, fometimes 
with fern. The thatch is fecured by ropes of (traw, 
or of heath ; and, to fix the ropes, there is a (tone 
tied to the end of each. Thefe (tones hang round 
the bottom. of the roof, and make it look like a 
lady's hair in papers ; but I fhould think that, when 
there is wind, they would come down, and knock 
people on the head. 

We dined at the inn at Scon(er, where I had the 
pleafure to find a letter from my wife. Here we 
parted from our learned companion, Mr. Donald 
McQueen. Dr. Johnfon took leave of him very 
afFeftionately, faying, "Dear fir, do not, forget 

mel'i 



TO THE HEBRIDES. ^6f 

mcf— Wc'fettkd, tl^at he fiiould write an account 
of the Ifle of Sky, which Dr. Johnfon proniifed to 
rcvife. He faid, Mr. McQueen fliould tell all that 
Ac could ; diftinguifliing what h^ Jiimfelf knew, 
what was traditional, and what conjeftural. 

We fent our horfcs round a point of land, that 
we might Ihun fome very bad road; and fefolved 
to go forward by fea. It was &ven o*cldck when 
we got into our boat. We had many fhowers, and 
it foon grew pretty dark. Dr. Johnfon fat filent 
and patient. Once he faid, as he looked on the 
black coaft of Sky, — black, as being compofed of 
rocks feen in the dufk, — " Thns is very folemn*** 
Our boatmen were rude fingers, and fe^med fo like 
wild Indians, that a very little imagination was ne- 
ceflary to give one an impreffion of being upon an 
American river. We landed at Strolimus^ from 
whence we got a guide to walk before us, for two 
miles, to Corrichatacbin. Not being able to pro- 
cure' a horfe for our baggage, I took one portman* 
teau before me, and Jofeph another. We had but 
a (ingle liar to light us on our way. It was about 
eleven when we arrived. We were moft hofpitably 
received by the matter and miftrefs, who were juft 
going to bed, but, with uriafFefted ready kindnefs, 
made a good fire, and at twelve o'clock at night 
had fijpper on the table. 

James Macdonald, of Knockow^ Kinglburgh's 
brother, whom we had feen at Kinglburgh, was 
there. He Ihewed me a bond granted by the late 
Sir James Macdonald, to old Kinglburgh, the 
preamble of which does fo much honour to 
che feelings of that much-lamented gentleman, 

S 3 that 
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that I thought k worth tranfcribifig. It was b$ 

follows • 

" I, Sir James ilViacdonttld, of Mbc<ional4 
baronet, -^noWi after arriving at my perfect b.^ 
from the friendfiiip I tear to Alexander Mlx:d0pald 
of Kinglburgh^ and^in return for thfc long ari4 
faithful fdrvice^ dome -and perfofRied by hin^ Ko my 
deceafed faAer^ ^hd to my felf during my minority^ 
when he -v^as bne'^of tKy T^itors -and Curators j be^ 
ing refolve^, now that the faid 'AleXan<iBr M'^aioir 
Dald is advanced in years, to conti^fbute -niy endel^- 
vours for -making bis old age placid and coftifebta- 
ble,"^— therefoi^ he gi>ant$ him aft wnuity of fifqf 
pounds fterling. 

Dr. JohniojR Avent to bal {<H>h. . Wh^n one bo*l 
of jpuilch was finiffee^, I :rofei and was near the 
door, in my^way ijj) ftairs to bed-, but Coirichdte^ 
chin faid, k was the firft time Col bad *be<jh -in his 
hoofe, and he.-fhould have his bowl •,— and *rouW 
ftot I join in drinking it ? The heartineis of tajT 
honeft landbrjd, and the d^fire of doing fociil honour 
to our very obliging conduiftor, induced trie to fit 
down again. -Col's bowl w^s finifhed •, and by that 
tiltie we were Well warmed. A third bowl was fooa 
made, and that too was finiflied. We were cordial, 
and merry "to a high degree ; but of what palled I 
have no recoUedion, with any accuracy. I remeni- 
ber calling Corricbatachin by the familiar appella- 
tion of Corrij which his friends do. A fourth towl 
was made, by which time Q?/, and young M'Kinnon, 
Corrichatachija's fon, flipped away to bed. I con- 
tjinued a little with Corri and Knochw ; but at laft 
^ ■ Ilefi 
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I 'l6k^t\km. Jt ^as near five in the moFniag yfhsa 
I gcft to bed. 

^ ' S^inday^ 26th September. 
I awaked at hoon, with a fevere head-ach. I 
was 'much vexed that I (houM have been guilty of 
fiach a riot, and .afraid of a reproof from Dr. John- 
fon. I thought it very inconfiftcnt with that coixiuiSt 
which I ought to maintain, while the companion of 
the Rambkr. About one he came into my room, 
and accofted me, **' What, drunk yet?" — -His tone 
of voice was not that of fevece upbraiding; fo I 

was relieved a little. ** Sir, Qid, I, they kept mc 

wp.**' — ^He anfwered, •* No, you kept them up, 
you drunken dog :"— ^This he faid with good* 
humoured J^nglijh plea&ntry. Soon ^fte^^ya^d5, 
Corricbatachin, Col, and «ther friends ^affembled 
ro«ind my bed. Corri had a brandy- bot-tle and gla6 
«Wkh him, and infifted I flioold idkt a dram* — " Ay, 
faid ©r, Johnfon, :fill him drtink again. Do it in 
the morning, that we may laugh at.hini all day. It 
is a poor thing for a fellow to get drunk at night, 
. and fculk to bed, and let his friends have rio fport." 
—rFinding him thus jocular, I became quite eafy; 
and when I offered to get up, he very good-naturedly 

faid, " You need-b? in no fush hurry now*."* 1 

S 4 took 

* My ingetiuoi]fly relating this occafional inftanceof fntemperanc« 
-\s2l% I find been matie the fubjefl both of ferious criticifm and ludi- 
crous banterl With the banterers I (hall not trouble niyfelfy but 1 
«wonder that thofe who pretend to the appellation of ferious criticka 
'ihould not have had fagacity enough to perceive that here» a§ in every 
•other part of the prefent -work* my principal obje^ was to delineate 
^r. Johnfon^s manners and chara6ter. In juilice tq hin[^ \ woui4 
•not omit an anecdote, which, though ki fome degree to myowndifad* 
vyaptage, Exhibits in fo ftrong a light the i^dul^jence and good hMmour 

4 
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took my hoft*s advice, and drank fome brandy, 
which I found an effeftual cure for my head-ach. 
When I rofe, I went into Dr. Johnfon's room, and 
taking up Mrs. M'Kinnon's Prayer-book, Lopened 
it at the twentieth Sunday after Trinity, in the 
cpiftle fpr which I read, *^ And be not drgnk with 
wine, wherein there is excefs/* Some would have 
taken this as a divine interpofition. 

Mrs, M*Kinnon told us at dinner, that old 
Kingfburgh, her father, was examined at Mugftot, 
by General Campbell, as to the particulars of the 
drefs of the perfon who had. come to his houfe in 
woman's clothes, along with Mifs Flora McDonald j 
as the General had received intelligence of that dif-» 
guife. The particulars were taken down in writ-^ 
ing, that it might be feen how far they agreed with 
the drefs of the Irijh girl who went with Mifs Flora 
from the Long Ifland, Kingfburgh, ftie faid, had 
but one fong, which he always fung when he was 
'merry over a glafs. She diftated the words to me, 
which are fpolifli enough : 

Cr^en fleeves and pudding piep. 
Tell me where my miftrefs lies^ 
And I'll be with her beforp ihe rife, , 

Fiddle and aw' together, 

• 

May our affairs abroad fucceed. 

And may our king cpme home with fpe^d. 

And all pretenders fhake for dread^ 

And let its health go round. Tq 

-vfhh which he could treat f hpfe exceiTe^ ip his friends^ of which he 
highly difapprpved, 

Ip fome pt)ier inAances^ the critlcks have been equally wrong as to 
the tru« motive of my recording particulars, the obje<ftions to which 
J faw as clearly as they^ But it would be an endlefs taflc for aa 
autbour to poipt out upon every pceaHon the precife obje^ he has in 
view. Contenting himfelf with the approbation of readers of difcem- 
. yn^nt and taile, he ought not to complaifi that fomp art foui»d wto 
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To all our injured friends in need^ 
This fide and beyond the Tweed !— ^ ' 

Let all pretenders fhake for drea4» 
And let j^is health go round. 
Green fleeves. Sec. 

While the examination was going on, the pre* 
fent Taliflcer, who 'was there as one of M*Leod*s 
militia, could not refift the pleafantry of afking 
Kingfburgh, in allufion to his only fong, " Had 
flie green Jleeves ?" Kingfburgh gave him no anfwer. 
Lady Margaret McDonald was very angry at Ta* 
lilker for joking oh fuch a ferious occadon, as 
Kingfburgh was really in danger of his life, — ^Mrs. 
M*Kinnon added that Lady Margaret was quite 
iadored in Sky. That when fhe travelled through 
the ifland, the people ran in crowds before her, and 
took the flones off the road, lefl her horfe fhould 
ftumble and Ihe be hurt. Her hufband. Sir Alex- 
ander, is alfo remembered with great regard. We 
were told that every week a hogfhead of claret was 
drunk at his table. 

This was another day of wind and rain ; but good 
cheer and good fociety helped to beguile the time. 
I felt myfelf comfortable enough in the afternoon. 
I then thought that my lafl night's riot was no more 
than fuch a focial excefs as may happen without; much 
moral blame; and recoUefted that fome phyficians 
maintained, that a fever produced by it was, upon 
the whole, good for health : fo different are our re- 
^eftions on the fame fubjeft, at different periods ; 
.and fuch the excufes with which we palliate what we 
fcnow to be wrong, 

Monday^ 
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Monthy, 2yfb Septmher. . 

Mr. Donald M'Leod, oirr original guide, who 
had parted from us at Dunvegan, joined us again 
to-day. The weather was ftill To bad that we could 
pot travel. I found a clofet here, with a good 
many bookis, befKie thofe that were lying about* 
Dr. Johftfon told tnt^ he'fo^hd -a library in his ro€nn 
at Talifker; and obfefved, that it was one d£ the 
rcmarkabk things of Sky, that there w^re fo many 
books in it. 

Though we hud here great abundance of prom 
(bhs, it i^ reriiaf'kable that Corrichacachin has li- 
lerally 'no garden : not even a turnip, a camof 
or '8 cabbage. — After dinner, we talked of the 
croolced fpade ufed in Sky, already defcribed, an4 
they ilnainta'ined that it w€s better than the ufual 
gardcn-fpade, and that thet-iC was an art in tolling 
it, ^by which thofe who wfere accuftomed to it could 
work very eafily with it, — ^* Kay, (faid Dr. John- 
fon,) it may be ufeful in land where there are many 
Iftones to raife -, but it (Sertaihly is not a good in- 
ftrument for digging Igoefd land. A man may tols 
it, to be fure; brft he will tofs ^ light fpade much 
better : its weight hfiakes it «n incumbrance. A 
man mc^ dig any land with it •, but he has no occa- 
fion for fuch a weight in digging good land. YoA 
may take a field-piece to fhoot fparrows ; but all 
the fparrows you can bring home will not be worth 
•the charge." — ^He was^quite focial and eafy amongft 
them •, and, though he drank no fermented liquor, 
toafted Highland beauties with great readinefs.' His 
conviviality engaged them fo much, that they 
fcemed eager to fhew their attention to him, and 

vied 
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yicd with each other in xfrying out^ with a ftrong 
Ccitick pronunciation, *' T^ftor Shobfon, To5tor 
Slidnfofl, your heakh-!" 

This evening one bf our mai^ried lad^ds, a lively 

pretty little woman^ good-humotiredly fat dowfl 

upon Dr. Johnfon's knee, and, being encouraged 

by fome of the coftipany, put her hands round his 

necfc, andkiffed hrm.-^** Di6 4t 'again-, '(faM hci^ 

and iet us fee whoSviFl ^tire firft.-' — He kbpt h^rll 

his knee fome tinfipe, while he -^rd flit drank tea. Hfe 

irsB nofw Kke a 'bMk iwdfidd. All ^e -company -werfc 

much entertained' ^to find 'him fo ej^ and pleafant. 

To me it was highly dOtoicR, to fee the grave pH- 

JoftpfacR,^— the RatW^ler, — toying with a Highlatid 

beauty l^-ii-uBat wfeat co?uld hedo ? tie iituft havfe 

bttii furly, 'andNMifekidOj, hfedhe rtotbdhavedash^ 

did. He w<^Qld 'haVfc been laugheci aV, afid not 

fnofce:rdpaa?ed, th(!ttjghldfe*l6vfed. * 

- , jBe read to^w^gllt, tdliimftff, iS fee ftt hh tdfti- 

fwnyi, ^ gre^ d»rf<rf»iriy jiuVnil, and faid tonie^ 

f* The more i rehdlof this, I tWfjIktlfc^rnoiJe^i^ly 

pf you."— The ;g^ind«neB fit ia long time at their 

pihch, aftbr«h^iattdl had retired to otri" 'chambers. 

jPheTOanncrift^wliiGh'they were attended ftruck nic 

as Angular: — The bell being ^dken, a fmart hd 

te^ cm a table iA lllfe corner of tliie room, ready to 

^mqg up and bring the ketfle, wlieneVer it *wais 

Ranted. They -dofttinued ^drbktng,^ and ftnglng 

Erie fongs, till near five in the 'morning, whert they 

all c-ame into mly room, w4iere fome t)f them had 

beds. Unluckily Tor me, they found a bottle of 

punch in a corner, which they drank ; and Corri- 

chiatjachin went fof another, which they alfo drank. 

^^hcjr made many apologies ^fot *dlfturbing me. I 

told 
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told thjtm, that, having been kept awake by their 
mirth, I had .once thoughts of getting up, and 
joining them^ again. Honeft Corrichatachtn faid, 
*' To have had you done fo, I would have given a 



cow," 



J'uefdayy 2pb September. 

The weather was worfe than yefterday. I felt as 
Himprifoned. Dr. Johnfon faid, it was irkfome to 
be detained thus: yet he feemed to have lefs uneafi- 
nefs, or more patience, than I had. What made 
our fituation worfe here was, that we had no rgoms 
that we could comn^anri ; for the good people had 
np notion that a man could have any occafion but 
for a mere fleeping-place ; fo, during the day, the 
bed-chambers were common to all the houfe. Ser- 
vants eat in Dr* Johnfon's | and mine was a kind of 
general rendezvous of all under the roof, children 
and dogs not excepted, v As the gentlemen occu- 
pied the parlour, the ladies had no place to lit in, 
during the day, but Dn Johnfon's room. I had 
always fome quiet time for writing in it, before he 
was up ; and^ by degrees, I accuftemed the ladies 
to let me fit in it after breakfalt, at, my Journal^ 
without minding me. 

Dr. Johnfon was this morning for going to fee 
as many iflands as we could ; not recolleding the 
uncertainty of the feafon, whiqh might detain us in 
one place for many weeks.. He faid to me, " 1 
have more the fpirit of adventure than you."— For 
my part, Lwas anxious to get to Mull, from whence 
we might almoft any day reach the main land. 

Dr. Johnfon mentioned, that the few ancient Irifli 
gentlemen yet remaining have the bigheft pride of 

family; 
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family ; that Mr, Sandford, a friend of his, whofe 
mother was Irifti, told him, that 0*Hara (who was 
true lufb, both by father and mother) and he, and 
Mr. Ponfonby^ fon to the Earl of Befborough, the 
greateft man of the three, but of an Englifh family, 
went to fee one of thofe ancient Irifli, and that he 
diftinguiflied them thus : " 0*Hara,; you are wel- 
come ! Mr. Sandford, your mother's fon, is wel- . 
come ! Mr. Ponfonby, you may fit down.** 

He talked both of thfefliing and thatching. He 
faid, it was very difficult to determine how to agree 
with a threlher. " If you pay him by the day's 
wages, he will threlh no more than he pleafes; 
though, to be fure, the. negligence of a tdrefher is 
more eafily detefted than that of moft labourers, 
becaufe he muft always make a found while he 
works. If ydu pay him by the piece, by the quan- 
tity of grain which he produces, he will threfli only 
while the grain comes freely, and, though he leaves 
a good deal in the ear, it is not worth while to threfh 
the ftraw over again; nor can you fix him to do it 
fufficiently, becaufe it is fo difficult to prove how 
much lefs a man threfhes than he ought to do. 
Here then is a delemma: but, fo^ my part, I would 
engage him by the day ; I would rather truft his 
idlenefs than his fraud." He faid, a roof thatched 
with Lincolnlhire reeds would laft feventy years, as 
he was informed when in that' county ; and that he 
told this in London to a great thatcher, who faid, he 
believed it might be true. — Such are the pains that 
Dr. Johnfon takes to get the beft information on 
every fubjeft. * 

He proceeded: "It is difficult for a farmer in 
England to find day-labourers, becaufe the loweft 

manu« 
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manufadurers caa always get more than % day* 
l^ibourer* It is of no confequence how high the 
wages of m^nufa6t:urtrs are ; hut it would be of 
very bad confcqucnce to raife the wages of thofe 
who procure the immediate necefiari^ of life, for 
that wqjuld raife the price of proyifions. Here then 
is. a problem for polkkrians. It is not reafonable 
that the moft ufeful body of oaen fhould be the 
worft paid i yet it does not appcafhow it caa beor* 
dered otherwile. It were to be wifhed^ that a ma^t 
for its being otherwife were found ou^. la the mean 
tiroeV it is better to give temporary afififtance by 
charitable contributions to poor labourers, at timesr 
^hen provifions are high, than tqraife their wages; 
becauie, if wages are once railed, they will never 
^t down again/* 

Jiappily the weather cleared up between one and 
two o'clock, and we got ready to depart ; but our 
kind hoft and boftefs would not let us go without 
faking ^ fnaHb^ as they calkd it-, which was in 
truth a very good dinner. While the punch went 
round. Dr. Johnfon kept a dofe whifpering con- 
ference with Mrs. M*Kinnon, which, haweyer, was 
loud enough to let us hear that the fubjeit of it wal 
the particulars of Prince Charles's cfcape. The 
company were entertained and pleafed to obferye it. 
Upon that fubjeft, there y^as fomething congenial 
between the fpul of Dr. Samuel Johnfon, and that 
of an ifle of Sky farmer's wife* It is curious to fee 
people, how far foever removed from each other in 
tfhf gci^ral fyfteth of their lives, come clofe together 
on a particular point which is common to each. Wc 
were merry with Corrichatachin, on Dr. Jqhnlbn's 
whifpering with his wife. She, perceiving this, hu- 
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moucoii^y € Ficd, *^ I am in loy© with hiiT>. WhaH 
is it t© Hve and not to love.?" Upon her feying 
fomothiag, which I did not hear, or cannot recoiled, 
he feized her haad eagerly, and kiBkd k* 

As we were going, the Scottifh phrafc of " bun^ 
«w;i/" which is an expreffion of kindnefs and re- 
gard, was again and again applied by the company 
to Dr. Johnfoo. I was alfo treated with much civi- 
lity } and I mud take fame nserit from my afliduous 
attention to him, and from my contriving that he 
fiialL be eafy wherever he goes, that he fhaH not b« 
alkcd twice to eat or drink any thing, (which always 
di%tifts him) that he fhall be provided with water 
at his meals, and many inch little things, which, if 
not attended to would fret him, I alfo may be al- 
lowed to claim fome merit in leading the converfa- 
tion : I do not mean leading, as in an orchcftra, by 
playing the firft fiddle; but leading as one does in 
exan>iniQg a witnefs, — -ftarting topics, and making 
him purfue them. He appears to me like a great 
mill, into which a fubje6)i is thrown to be ground. 
It requires, indeed, fertile minds to furnifh mate* 
mk for. this roilL I regret, whenever I fee it un- 
employed ; but fometimes I feci myfelf quite bar? 
ren, and having nothing to throw in.-f— I know not 
if this mill be a goo4 figure •, though Pope makes 
his mind a mill for turning verfes. 

We fet out about four. Young Corrichatachin 
went with us.. We had ac fine evening, and arrived 
in good time at C^ig^ the refidence of Mr. Martin 
M'Pherfon, minifter of Slate. It is a pretty good 
houfe, built by his father, upon a farm near the 
church;. We were received here with much kind- 
nefs by Mr. and Mrs. M'Pherfon, and his filler, 

Mifs 
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Mifs M*Phcrfon, who pleafed Dr. Johnfon mucfri 
by finging !Erfe fongs, and playing on thtf 
guittar. He afterwards fcnt her a prefent of hid 
Raffelas. In his bed-chamber was a prefs ftored 
with books, Greek, Latin, French, and Englifli, 
f inoft of which had belonged to the father of our 

hoft, the learned Dr. J^I^Pherfon ; who, though his 
Differtations have been mentioned in a former page 
as unfatisfadlory, was a man of diftinguiflied talents* 
Dr. Johnfon looked at a Latin paraphrafe of the fong 
of Mofcs, written by him, and publiflied in the 
Scots Magazine for 1747, and faid, " It does him 
honour; he has a great deal of Latin, and good 
Latin." — Dr. M*Pherfon publilhed alfo in the fame 
magazine, June 1739, an original Latin ode, which' 
he wrote from the ifle of Barra, where he was minif- 
tcr for fome years. It is very poetical, and exhibits 
a ftriking proof how much all things depend upon 
comparifon : for Barra, it feems, appeared to him 
fo much worfe than Sky, his natak foluntf that he 
languiftied for its " bleffed mountains," and thought 
himfelf buried alive amongft barbarians where he 
was. — My readers will probably not be dilpleafcd 
to have a fpecimen of this ode : 

*' Hei mihi ! quantos patior dolores, 
•* Dum procul fpe^o juga ter beata; 
** Duxn ferae Barrae fteriles arenas 
" Solus oberro. 

** Ingemo, indignor, cruciofj quod inter 
'* Barbaros Thulen lateam. colentes ; 
♦^ Torpeo languens, morior fepuUus, 
Carcere coeco.'*^- . , 

After wilhing for wings to fly over to his deaf 
country, which was in his view, from what he calls 
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TifUkf as being the moft weftern ifle of Scotland, 
except St. Kilda; after dcfcribing the pleafures of 
fociety^ and the miferies of folitudc, he at laft, with 
becoming propriety, has recourfe to the only fure 
relief of thinking mtn^-^Surfum cgrda^ — the hope 
of a better world, and difpofes his mind to refig-. 
nation : 

»' Interim fiat, tua, rex, voluntas i 
*' Erigor furfum quoties fubit fpes 
' <' Certa migrandi Solymam fupernam, 

** Numinis aulam.'' 

He concludes in a noble drain of orthodox piety : 

" Vita turn dcmum v6citanda vita eft. 
*' Turn licet gratos focios habere, 
*' Seraphim et fanAos t r i a d e m verendam 
" Concelebrantes," 

Wednefday^ 2gth September, 

After a very good fleep, I rofe more refreflied 
than I had been for fome nights. We were now at 
but a little diftance from the fhore, and faw the fea 
from our windo.ws, which made our Voyage feem 
nearer. Mr. M^Pherfon*s manners and addrefs 
pleafed us much. He appeared to be a man of fuch 
intelligence and tafte as to be fenfible of the extra- 
ordinary powers of his illuftrious gueft. He faid to 
me, *' Dr. Johnfon is an honour to mankind ; and, 
if the expreflion may be ufed, is an honour to re- 
ligion.** 

Col, who had gone yefterday to pay a vifit at 
Camufcrofs, joined us this morning at breakfaft. 
Some other gentlemen alfo came to enjoy the enter- 
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tainriifent of t>f. Jafinfbii's coftref fttk>«.-^The day 
was windy ind faihv, fo that we Kid jtlft felted t 
liappy ifttcrval for ouf jourft«y laft higKt. We hid 
good eAtcrtathmftnt here, better a^tbtriddatfen tbM 
at CorfTehatachin, ^Ad time etlOugh M oilHelftit. 
The houfs flipped along itfiperctptibly. We talked 
of Shenftone. Dr. Johnfon faid, he was a gooci 
layer-out of land, but would not allow him to ap- 
proach excellence as a podt. tie faid, he believed 
he had tried to read all his Love Paftorals^ but did 
not get through them. I repeated (he ftanza, 

Sh^ gazed Us I tkawly iKritMrewi 

My path I conld hardly difcem f 
So fweetfy (he bade me adieu, 

I* thought that ihe bade md retuffl* 

he feid, ** That feems to be pretty.** 1 obfefved that 
Shenftone, from his Ihort maxims in profe, appear- 
ed to have fome power of thinking > but Dr» John- 
fon would not allow him that mferit. He agreed, 
however, with Sheffltone^ that it wai *r6ng ifi the 
brother of one of hh correfpohdetits to bum his let- 
ters i *« for, (faid he,) Shenftotte W^i a tmti whofe- 
cbrrefpondenci was an hoyiour.**-*-He Was thii after- 
noon full of critical fbvfcrity, and dealt m^bout hi^ 
cenfures on all fides. He faid, Hamnit)nd's Lov^ 
Elegies were poor thrngs. He Ipoke cOfttcmptl^. 
oudy of our lively and etegaftt, though tOd Itten-. 
tiotts, Lyrick bard, Hanbury Williams ^trd faidy 
•* he had no fame, but from boys who dratik t?itb 
him," 

While he was in thfs ihofed, I ^s uttfoitiin&tc 
enough, fimply perhaps, but 1 could ftbt hdp think* 
uig, undefetvedly, to come tvithin ** the whiff aft* 

wind 
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wnd of hw frll fword/^ } a(k«d him, if be hed ever 
been accuftpmed to wfjar $ nigbt-c^p. He fatd 
« No.** J «ikcd, if it WM beft noi to wejir one ht-^ 
Johnfon. " Sir, I hod this cuftom by chinrc, and 
perhaps no man (hai ^v«r know wh^th^r i( i$ t»?ft to 
deep with or wiihoyc a night -cap#"«— Soon afoer^ 
wards he wa9 Uugbing ^t fome deficiency in the 
Highlands, and faid, •* One might t^ wU go with.- 
out (hoes and ftockings/'^^Thinkiog. t^ haw a lit- 
tk hit at his own drficicocy, I vwtwfcd to add^-^rT^ 
*♦ or withoMt a night. cap, fir'* Bw I had better 
have been fiknt; for he rftortisd dinx^Jy, ** I do 
noc fee the connexion there (la^ighing). Nobody 
before was ever foolUh enough (o §S\^ whether it was 
beft to wear a night-cap or not, Tbi$ comes oi be- 
ing a little wrong-headed." — H^ eA.rricd thccompa# 
ny along with him : and yet the truth is, that if 
he Jbad alway9 worn a night-cap^ aii k the eooimon 
pra&ice, and found the Highlanders did not wear 
one^ he would have wondered at their barbarity ; fo 
that my hit was fair eiiough. 

Timrfi0yj gotb $eptmhr. 
There was as great a ftorm of wind and rain as I* 
h/iv^ alfppft ever (ben, which neoeflariiy confined ua 
CO the hou(e ; but iwe went fully oompefirated by Df. 
Johnfon's <x>nv«r{imon. He faid, ke did not grudge 
B>urke's being the firft man in ihe Houfe of Com*' 
m^^9 for he was the firft man e?>ery where \ bat 
tie grudged that -a fellow who makes no figure in 
company, and has a mind as narrow as the neck of 
a vinegar crwet, Should make a figure in the Houfe 
of Commons, merely by having i;he knowledge of 
a few forms, and being fuf niihed with a little occa^ 
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fional information*. He told us, the firft time he' 
faw Dr. Young was at the houfc of Mr. Richardfon, 
the author of Clarijfa. He was fent for, that the 
doctor might read to him his ConjeSiures on original 
Compojitiony which he did, and Dr. Johnfon made 
his remarks; and he was fiH-prized to find Young 
receive as novelties, what he thought very common 
maxims. He faid, he believed Young was not a 
great fcholar, nor had ftudied regularly the art of 
writing; that there were very fine things in his 
Night "TiougbtSy though you could not find twenty 
lines together without fome extravagance. He re- 
peated two paffages from his Love of Fame^^^^xht 
chara£ler$ of Brunetta and Stella, which he praifed 
highly. . He faid Young preffcd him much to come 
to Wellwyn. He always intended it, but never 
went. He was forry when Young died. The caufc 
of quarrel between Y6un^ and his fon, he told us, 
was, that his fon infifted Young fliould turn away 
a clergyman*s widow, who lived with him, and who, 
Having acquired great influence over the father, was 
faucy to the fon. Dr. Johnfon faid, (he could not 
conceal her refehtment at him, for faying to Young, 
that " an old man Ihould not refign himfelf to the 
management of any body.*' — ^I afked him, if there 
was any improper connexion between them.—" No, 
fir, no more than between two ftatues. — He was paft 
fourfcore, and (he a very coarfe woman. She read 
to him, and, I fuppofe, made his coffee, and frothed 

his 

* He did not mention the name of vlxij particular perfon ; bat 
thofe wbo are conyerfant with the pplitjcal world will probably, re* 
colle^k more perfon 8 than one to whom this obfervacion may be a^* 
plied. 
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1ms chocolate, and did . fuch things as an old man 
wifljes to have done for him." 

Dr. Dodridge bieing mentioned, he obfcrved that 
•' he was author of one of the fined epigrams in 
the Engliftx language. It is in Orton's Life of 
him. The fubjeft is his family-motto, — Bum w- 
vmus^ vivamus ; which, in its primary fignification, 
is, to be /ure, not very fuitable to a Chriftian di- 
vine J but he paraphrafed it thus :'* 

*' Live, while you live, the epicure would fay, 

* ** And feize the pleafures of the prefent day. 

*' Live, while you live, the facred /r^^i fi&f r cries^ 
** And give to God each moment as it flieg^ 
•* Lord, in my views let bpth united be ; 
'* I live in pleafure, when I live to theeJ"* 

• I alked if it was not ftrange that government 
ihould permit fo many infidel writings to pafs with- 
out cenfure.—7^^»/^». "Sir, it is mighty foolifh. 
It is for want of knowing their own power. The 
prefent family on the throne came to the crown 
againft the will of nine tenths of the people. Whe- 
ther thofe nine tenths were right or wrong, it is not 
our bufinefs now to inquire. But fuch being the 
fituation of the royal family, they were glad to en- 
courage all who would be their friends. Npw you 
know every bad man is a Whig; every man who 
has loofe notions. The church was all againft this 
family. They were, as I fay, glad to encourage 
any friends ; and therefore, fince their acceffion^ 
there is no inftance of any man being kept back on 
account of his bad principles ; and hence this inun* 
xiation of impiety." I obferved that Mr. Hume, 
ibme of whofe writings were very unfavourable to 
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religidrt, was^ however, a T6ty.^-^JolmfM. *< Sr, 
Hume is a Tory by chance, as being a Scotchman % 
but hoc upon k principle of duty ; for he has no 
principle. If fae is any thing, lie is a HqEAMft." ' 

There was IbA^ething not quite ferene in hir hu^, 
mour td-ft%ht, after fupper j for he fpoke of haften- 
bg away to London, without flopping mueh ftt 
Edinburgh. I reminded him^ that he had General 
Oughton and mahy others to fee. — Jd>nfon, *' Nay, 
I Ihall neither go in jeft, nor (lay in jeft, I fliall do 
what is fxt.^^-^SofweU. ** Ay, fir, but all I defire is, 
that you will le'c me tell you when it is fie/* — Jcbn* 
fon. " Sir, I ftiaM ijot confuk you/* — B^fweli. « If 
you are to run away from nt, as foon as y<>u get 
loofe, we will keep yot! confined iti aft ifland.'* — He 
was, however, on the whole, very good cooipany. 
Mr. Donald M'LeOd exfweffed very well the gra- 
dual impreffion made by Dr. JoKnfon on thofe who 
are fo fortunate as to obtain his acquaintance. " When 
you fee him'firft, you are ftruck with awful reve- 
rence j-^-ttien you admire him; — and then you love 
him cord:aHy/* 

I read this evening Ibme part of Voltaire's Hif- 
tbry of the War in 1 741, and of Lord Kames qgainft 
Heredirary Indefeafible Right, This is a very flight 
circumftance, with which 1 fliould not trouble my 
reader, but for the iake of obferving, that every 
man IhouJd keep minutes of whatever he reads. 
Every circumftance of his ftudies ftiould be re- 
dDrdcd; what books, he has con (ul ted; how much 
of them he has read ; at what times ; bow often the 
fame authors j and wliat opinions he formed of 
Aem, at difftrent periods of his life. — Such an ac- 
count would much illuiftratc the hiftory of his mind, 

Friday^ 
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Frijtg^^ ift O^gbfr. 

I ftcWei t» Pr^ J^nfoq verfes in a m^^mtlfp 
en im V^mffffp €9mppf$d of j^ncommoa wor4^ 

^* Little «f^«f^^i^«flir kv Ar/' ^• 
He read a fev of them, and faid, ^ I aio hQ{: m^^ 
iWcpable for all the words ia my DiiflionAry/' — I 
tald him, dutt XSattrick kept a book of ajl wh9 ba^ 
either praifed 4>r abufed him.-^On the fi^bjfi^t <^ 
1iisx)wn reputation, he &id, ^ Now that J f«^ i( bfl^ 
been (o curi^nt a copick, I wida i had don^ fp tOPs 
inK it coukl not well be dpae now, a$ fo many ;hing^ 
are fcatier<Nl ijti ncw«-rpapers/*-^Ifc faid h^ Wfip 
angry at a 4>oy of Qxford^ who wrot? Jo his ifr 
fence agaioft Kenrick ; becauie it W)»p do^g ibw 
huftto an(wor Kennck; He waf t^ alo^ny^rdSt 
£he l>oy 'Wa« to come to hitn ^o ^ a fayoyr, J^ 
firft chou^t to tprat him rqddy, on ^(covnC 9f his 
meddting in th^t bvifinels ; hue then he cp^rickred, 
tha had meant co do him ati die lisryice in bis ppwer, 
and he took another refolmion; he tol4 him hfi 
would do what he could for him* and did £>; and 
the boy was lati&fied. He faid, he did no( kP9W 
flow hk pamphlet was done, as he had rfsd veiy 
little of it. . The boy made g good figure fit 0|C- 
ford, but died. He remarked, that auadcs on gy-. 
thors did them much fcrvice. ^^ A man wb9 (cjl^s 
fne 4ny ^lay is <iieiy bad, is lefs nny ^Acmy than be 
who lets it die in fiience. A man, whofe bufin^s 
St is to be talked of, is much helpied by being af- 
tacked.^-^Garrick, I obicrved, hsvl bsen gftfti (o 
helped. — Joimfon. '* Yes, fir ; though Q^rrida had 
izx>re oppprt^nitias than- al mod any miin^ t9 k^ic^p 
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the publick in mind of him, by exhibiting himfelf 
ICQ fuch numbers, he would not have had fo much 
reputation, had he not been fo much attacked. 
Every attack produces a defence j , and fo attention 
is engaged. There is no fport in mere praife, when 
people are all of a mind.^^—BofwelL " Then Hume 
is not the worfe for Beattie's attack V*--^Joimfon* 
** He is, becaufe Beattie has confuted him, I do 
not fay, but that there may be fome attacks which 
will hurt an author. Though Hume fuffered from 
Beattie, he was the better for other attacks," (He . 
tertainly could not include in that number thofe of 
Dr. Adams, and Mr. Tytlen)— £^y«;^//., *' Gold- 
fmith is the better for attacks."^ — Johnfm. "Yes, 
fir 5 but he does not think fo yet. When Ggldfrnith 
and I publifhed, each of us fomething, at the fam^ 
-time, w6 we^e given to underftand that we might 
•review each other* Goldfmith was for accepting 
the offer. I faid. No; fet Reviewers at defiance 
^— It was faid to . old Bentley, upon . the attacks 
againfthim, * Why, they'll write you down.' *Np, 
fir, he replied; depend upon it, no. man. was ever 
written down but by himfelf.'* He.obferved tonje 
afterwards, that the advantages authpurs derived 
from attacks, were chiefly ia fubjcifts of tafte, where 
you cannot confbte, as fo much may .be faid on 
ieither fide.— He told me he did not know who was 
' the aiithour of the Aivtntures of a Guinea^ but th^t 
' the bookfellcr had fent the , firft volume to him in 
manufcript, to have* his. opinion if it ifeould be 
printed ; and he thought it fhould. 

The weather being now fomewhat better, Mr. 
James M*Donald, faftor to Sir Alexander McDonald 
in Slate, infixed that all the cprppany at Ofl:ig 
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Cbould go CO the houfe at Armidale, which Sir Alex- 
ander had left, having gone with his lady to Edin- 
burgh, and be his guefts, till we had an opportu- 
nity of failing to Mull. We accordingly got there 
to dinner j and pafled our day very cheerfully, be* 
ing no lefs than fourteen in number. 

Saturday^ 2d Oiiober.. 
Dr. Johnfon faid, that " a Chief and his Lady 
ihould make their houfe like a court. They fhould 
have a certain number of the gentlemen's daughters 
to receive their education in the family, to learn 
-paftry and fuch things from the houfekeeper, and 
manners from my lady. That was the way in the 
great families in Wales ; at Lady Salifbury's, Mrs. 
Thrale's grandmother, and at Lady Philips's. I 
dillinguifh the families by the ladies, as I fpeak of 
what was properly their province. There were 
always fix young ladies at Sir John Philips's : when 
one was married, her place was filled up. There 
was a large fchool-room, where they learnt needle- 
work and other things." — I obferved, that, at fome 
courts in Germany, there were academies for the 
pages, who are the fons of gentlemen, and receive 
their education without any expence to their parents. 
Dr. Johnfon faid, that manners were beft learnt at 
thofe courts. " You are adniitted with great fa^^ 
cility to the prince's company, and yet muft treat 
him with much refpeft. At a great court, you are 
at fuch a diftance that you get no good." — I faid, 
" Very true : a man fees the court of Verfailles, as 
if he faw it on a theatre."-*— He faid, " The beft 
book that ever was written upon good breeding, B 
Cgrte^iang^ by Caftiglione, grew up at the little 

court 
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court of Urbinp, and you Ihould read it.*' — 4 am 
glad always tq have his opinion of boojk^. Af Mr. 
M'Fherfon's, he commended fVhitby's Commntary^ 
smd iaid, he had heard him called rather la^; but 
he did not perceive it. He had looked at a novd, 
called The Man of the fFsrlJj at Rafay, but thought 
there was nothing in it. He laid to-day, while 
l]eadi^g m^ Journal, " This will be a gre^t treafure 
to us fomf years hence." 

Talking of a very peruirious gentleman of our 
acquainjtance, heobfcrved, that he exceeded VAvare 
In the play, I concurred with him, aad remarked 
that he would do well, if introduced in one of 
Fooce's farce? ; that the beft way to get it done, 
l«rould be to bring Foote to be entertained At his 
houfe for a week, and theq it would h^facit indig* 

mtiQ^ Johnfon. " Sir, I wifli he had him. I, 

yiho have eaten his bread, will not give him to 
Jum I but I fhould be glad he came honeftly by 
him.*' 

He faid, he was angry at Thrale, for fitting at 
General Oglethqrpe's without Ipeaking, He cen- 
iufcd a man for degrading himfelf to a non-entity, 
I obferved, that Goldfmith was on the other^ ex- 
^B-crac*, for he fpoke at all ventures. — Johnfon. 
** Yes, firi Goldfmith, rather than not fpeak, wiH 
talk of what he knows himfelf to be ignorant, which 
can only end in expofing him."-^ — "I wonder, 
(faid I,) if he feels that he expofes himfelf. If he 
was with two taylors**^— " Or with two founders, 
^ijid Dr. Johpfon, interrupting me,) he woyld faU 
a talking on the method of making cannon, though 
h^ih of them would foon fee that he did not know 
what metal a cannon is made Qf/'-*-Wc were very 

focial 
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fecial and mfcrry in his room this forenoon. In the 
evening the company danced as ufual. We per- 
formed, with much aftivity, a dance which, I fup- 
pofe, the emigration from Sky has occafioncd. They 
call it America. Each of the couples^ after the 
common involutions and evolutions^ fucccflively 
whirls round in a circle, till all are in motion ; and 
the dance feems intended to Ihew how emigration 
catches, till a whole neighbourhood is fct afloat,--^ 
Mrsl M^Kinnon told me, that lafl year when a (hip 
failed from Portree for America, the people oa 
fliore .were almoft diftrafted when theyfaw their re- 
lations go ofF^ they lay do^frn on the ground, turn* 
bie4, and tore tlie graft with their teeth,— Thi$ 
year there was not a tear flicd. The people on 
ftiore feemed to think that they would foon follow^ 
This indifference is a mortal lign for .the country. 

We danced to mght to the muGck of ;he bagpipe:* 
which made lis beat the grou/id with prodi^ou3 
force. 1 thought ic better to endeavour to conci- 
riatc ihk kindnefs of the people of Sky, by joining 
heaftily in their amufements, than to play ihe ab-r 
ftraSt fcholar. 1 lopked on this Tour to the 
Hcbtid'es as a copartneffhip between Dr. Jphnfoa 
and me. Each'^was to do all he could to prodfiotfi 
its fuccef5 •, and I have fome reafon to flatter onyfclf, 
that my gayer exertions were of fcrvice to u$», Jpr» 
Johnfon's iflii-nenfe fund of knowledge and wit .was a 
wonderful foxirce of admiration and delight to them \ 
but they had it only at times ; an J they required to 
have the intervals agreeably filled up, and even litjl^t 
elucidations of his learned text. I was alfo fortu-^. 
nate enough frequently to draw him forth to talk, 
when he would otherwifc have been filent. The 

fountain 
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fountain was at times locked up, till I opened the 
fpring. — It was curious to hear the Hebridians, 
when any difpute happened while he was out of the 
room, faying, ** Stay till Dr. Johnfon comes: fay 
that to him /" 

Yefterday Dn Johnfon faid, " I cannot but laugh, 
to think of mylelf roving among the Hebrides at 
fixty. I wonder where I fhall rove at fourfcore V* 
— This evening he difputed the truth of what is 
faid, as to the people of St. Kilda catching cold 
whenever ftrangers come. *' How can there (faid 
he) be a phyfical efFedt without a phyfical caufe ?'* 
^ — He added, laughing, " the arrival of a fliip full 
of ftrangers would kill them -, for, if one ftranger 
gives them one cold, two ftrangers muft give them 
two colds ; and fo in proportion." — I wondered to 
hear him ridicule this, as he had praifed M'Aulay 
for putting it in his book : faying, that it was manly 
in him to tell a fad, however ftrange, if he himfelf 
believed it. He {aid, the evidence was not adequate 
to the improbability of the thing ; that if a phyfi- 
cian, rather difpofed to be incredulous, ftiould go 
to St. Kilda, and report the fad, then he would 
begin to look about him. They faid, it was annually 
proved by M'Leod's fteward, on whofe arrival all 
the inhabitants caught cold. He jocularly remarked, 
•• the fteward always comes to demand fomething 
from them ; and fo they fall a coughing. I fup* 
pofe the people in Sky all take a cold, when « 
(naming a certain perfon) comes/'— They faid, he 
came only in fumntjer.. — Johnfon. ** That is out of 
teiidernefs to you. Bad weather and h.e, 3t the 
iamc time, would be too much.*' 

Sunday f 
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Sunday J 3 J O^ober. 

Jofcph reported that the wind was ftill againfl: U5, 
Dr. Johnfon faid, *' A wind, or not a wind ? that is 
the queftion -,** for he can amufe himfelf ^t times 
with a little play of words, or rather fentences. I 
remember when he turned his cup at Aberbrothick> 
where we drank tea, he muttered, Claudite jam 
ritos^ pueri. I mud: again and again apologize to 
faftidious readers,' for recording fuch minute parti- 
culars. They prove the fcrupulous fidelity of my 
Journal, Dr. Johnfon faid it was a very exaft; 
pifture of a portion of his life. 

While we were chatting in the indolent ftile of 
men who were to ftay here all this day at leaft, we 
were fudderily roufed at being told that the 
wind was fair, that a little fleet of herring-bufles 
was paffing by for Mull, and that Mr. Simpfon's 
veflel was about to fail. Hugh M'Donald, the 
fkipper, came to us, and was impatient* that we 
fhould get ready, which we foon did. Dr. John- 
fon, with compofure and folemnity, repeated the 
obfervation of Epiftetus, that^ " as man has the 
voyage of death before him, — whatever may be his 
employment, he fhould be ready at the matter's call ; 
and an old man Ihould never be far from the fliore, 
fed he fliould not be able to get himfelf ready." He 
rode, and I and the other gentlemen walked, about 
an Engltlh mile to the Ihore, where the veflel lay. 
Dr. Johnfon faid, he fliould never forget Sky, and 
returned thanks for all civilities. We were carried 
to the veflel in a fmall boat which flie had, and we 
fet fail very briflcly about one o'clock. I was, much 
pleafed with the motion for many hours. Dr. John- 
fon 
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fon grew fick,- and retired under cover, as it rained 
a good deal. 1 kejit above, thac I might have 
frefh air, and finding myfelf not afieded by the mo- 
tion of the veflcl, I exulted in being a ftout feaman^ 
ivhile Dr. Johnfon was quite in a ftate of annibila* 
tion. But I was foon bumbled ; for after imagining 
that I could go with eafe to America or the Eafi:- 
Indies, I became very fick, but kept above board, 
though it rained hard. 

As we had been detained fo long In Sky by bad 
weather, we gave up the fchemc that Col had 
planned for us of viiating feveral ijQiands, and 'con- 
tented ourfelves with the profpeift of feeing Mull, 
and kolmkiJl and Inchkemieth, which lie Aear 
to it, 

Mr. Simpfon was fanguine in his hopes for a- 
wbUe, the wind being fair for us. He faid, he 
would land us at Jcoimkill that night. But when 
the wind failed, it was refolved we fliould xnake for 
the found of Mul], and land in the harbour of To« 
bermorie. We kept near the five herring veflcii 
for fome tinie ; but afterwards four of them got 
before us, and one little wherry fell behind us. 
When we got in full view of the point of Ardna* 
murchan, the wind changed, and was direftly 
againil: our getting in£o the found. We were then 
obliged to tack, and get forward in that tedious 
xnahaer. As we advanced, the (borm gnew greaiaer^ 
and the Tea very rough. Col then brgan to talk of 
making for Egg, or Canna, or his own ifland. Our 
ikipper (aid, he would get us into the Sound. Hav- 
ing ftruggled for this a good while in vadn, heiaid^ 
he would pufli forward till we were near the land of 
Mull, wiiere we might call: anchor, and lie till the 

morning; 



TO THE HEBRIDES. afy 

ftoming; for although^ before this, there had been 
a good moon^ ami I had pretty diftindly feen not 
only the land of Mul], but up the Sound, and the 
country of Mofven a^ at one end of it, the nigbc 
was now grown very dark. Our crew confifted o£ 
oYie McDonald, our fkipper, and two failcjrs, one 
of whom had but one eye v Mr. Simpfbn himiel^, 
Col^ and i^ugh McDonald his fervant, all helped^ 
Simpfon faid, he would willingly go for Col, if 
young CcJ or his iervanc would undertake to pilot 
us to a harbour ; but, as the iQand is low land, i( 
was dangerous to ruh upon it in the dark. Col and 
kis fervani appeared a little dubious. The ichenie 
of runmng for Canna feenied then to be embraced ^ 
but Canna was ten leagues off*, aU out of our way ^ 
ind they ilrere afraid to attempt the harbour of £gg« 
All thcfc different plans were fucccffivcly in agita* 
wn* The old flcipper ftiU tried to make for the 
hitd of Mull ^ but then it was conlidered that there 
was f^o place diere whet>e we could anchor in fafcty« 
Much time was ioil in ftfivtng againft the {torm« Ac 
kft it became fo rough, and threatened to be (bmuch 
woffe, tliat Col and his fervant took more courage, 
iXiA faid they would undertake to hit one of the 
harbours inCd. — " Then let us run for it in God's 
Mmti* laid the (kipper; and inftantly we turned 
towards it. The littk wherry which had fallen be* 
bind us, had hard w^dc. The mafter begged that, 
if we made fbr Col, we ihouW put out a light to 
him. Accordingly one of the Tailors waved a glow<« 
ing peat for fome time. The various difficulties . 
tf^t wefT^ ftarted, ^ve me a good deal of appre«^ 
heAfjofl, frcm which i was relieved, when I found 
^9^ were to run far a harbour before the wind. But 

my 
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tny fclief was but of fhort duration ; fori foon heard 
that our fails were very bad, and were in danger of 
being torn in pieces, in which cafe we (hould be 
driven upon the rocky ftiore of Col. It was very 
dark, and there was a heavy and inceffant rain. 
The fparks of the burning peat flew fo much about, 
that I dreaded the veflTcl might take fire. Then, as 
Col was a fportman, and had powder on board, I 
figured that we might be blown up. Simpfon and 
he appeared a little frightened, which made me more 
jfo ; and the perpetual talking, or rather Ihouting, 
which was carried on in Erfe, alarmed nie ftill more. 
A man is always fufpicious of what is faying in an 
unknown tongue \ and, if fear be his paffion at the 
time, he grows more afraid. Our veffel often lay 
fo much on one fide, that I trembled left fhe (hould 
be overfet, and indeed they told me afterwards, 
that they had run her fometimes to within an inch 
of the water, fo anxious were they to make what 
hafte they could before the night (hould be wor(e. I 
now faw what I never faw before, a prodigious (ca, 
with immenfe billows coming upon a veflcl, fo as 
that it feemed hardly poffible to efcape. There was 
fomething grandly horrible in the fight. I am glad 
I have feen it once. Amidft all thefe terrifying 
circumftances, I endeavoured to compofe my mind. 
It was not eafy to do it ; for all the ftories that I had 
heard of the dangerous failing among the Hebrides, 
which is proverbial, came full upon my recoUeftion. 
When I thought of thofe who were deareft to me, 
and would fuffer feverely, (hould 1 be loft, I up- 
braided myfelf, as not having a fulHcient caufe for 
putting myfelf in fuch danger. Piety afforded me 
-comfort ; yet I was difturbed by the objcftions that 

have 
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have been made againft a particular providence, and 
by the arguments of thofe who maintain that it is in 
vain to hope that the petitions of an individual, or 
even of congregations, can have any influence with 
the Deity ; objeftions which have been often made, 
and which Dr* Hawkefworth has lately revived, in 
his Preface to the Voyages to the South Seas ; but 
Dr. Ogden's excellent doftrine on the efficacy of in- 
terceflion prevailed. 

It was half an hour after eleven before we fet our* 
ielves in the coUrfe for Col, As 1 faw them all bufy 
doing fomething, I afked Col, with much earnelt* 
iiefs, what I could do. He, with a happy readi- 
nefs, put into my hand a irope, which was fixed to 
the top of one of the mails, and told rrie to hold it 
till he bade me pull. If I had cdrifidered the matter, 
1 might have kca that this could not be of the leaft 
fervice J but his objeft was to keep me out of the 
Way of thofe who were bufy working the veflel, and 
at the fame time to divert my fear, by employing 
tnc, and making me think that I was of ufe. I'hus 
did I ftand firm to tny poft, while the wind and 
rain beat tipon me, always expeding a call to pull 
my rope. 

The mart with one eye fteered 5 old McDonald, ahd 
tol and his fervanr. Jay upon the fbre-caftle, look- 
ing Iharpoutfor the'harbour. It was neceflary to 
tarrj^ hiuch clotbt as they terhled it, that is to fay, 
iiiuch fail, in order to keep the veflel off the Ihorc 
cf Col. Thi^ made violent plunging in a rough 
iea. At laft they fpieti the harbour pf Lochierri, and 
Col cried, " Thank God, we are fafe !** We rari 
up till we were oppofite to it, and foon afterwards 
vrc got into it, and call anchor. 

V Dr,' 
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Dr. Johnfon had all this time been quiet arid un- 
concerned. He had lain down on one of the beds, 
and having got free from ficknefej was fatisfied. 
The truth is, he knew nothing of the danger we 
were in : but, fearlcfs and unconcerned, might have 
faid, in the words which he has chofen for the motto 
to his Rambler. 

^0 me cunque rapit umpeftas^ defetof hdfpes *< 

Once, during the doubtful confultations, he aflced 
whither we were going •, and upon being told that it 
was not certain whether to Mull or Col, he cried^ 
*' Col for my money !"— I now went down, with 
Col and Mr. Simpfon, to vifit him. He was lying 
in philofophick tranquillity with a greyhound of 
CoPs at his back, keeping him warm. Col is quite 
the Juvenis qui gaudet cantbus. He had, when we 
left Talilker, two greyhounds, two terriers, a pointer, 
and a large Newfoundland water-dog. He loft one 
of his terriers by the road, but had ftill five dogs 
with him. I was very rll, and very defirous to get 
to fliore. When I was told that we could not land 
that liight, as the ftorm had now increafed, I looked 
fo miferably, as Col afterwards informed me, that 
what Shakfpeare has made the Frenchman fay of the 
Englifh foldiers, when fcantily dieted, '* Piteous 
they will look, like d7^owned, mice /" might, I believe, 
have been well applied to me. There was in the 
harbour, before us, a'CampbelKtown veffel, the 
Betty, Kenneth Morifon matter, taking in kdp, 
and bound for Ireland. We lent our boat to beg 
beds for two geAtlcmen, and that the matter would 
fend his boat, which was larger than ours. He ac- 
cordingly 

* For as the tempeft drives, I fliape my way. Frakcis* 
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coMifigly did fo, and Col and I were accommodated 
in his vcflfeltill the morning. 

Mond^^ 4tb 09oher. 

About «ight o'clock we weric in the boat to Mr. 
Simpfon's veflcl, and took in Dr. jphnfon. He was 
^uice well, though, he had tailed nothing but a difh 
5of tea fince Saturday night. On our exprefling fome 
furprife at this, he faid, that, " when he lodged in 
the Temple, and had no regular fyftem of life, he 
•had failed for two days at a tin>e, during which he 
:had gone about vifiting, though not at the hours of 
dinner or fupperj that he had drunk tea, but eateii 
-ho bread; that this was no. intentional fading, but 
happened joft in the courfe of a literary life/* 

There was a little miferable publick-houfe cloic 
upon the ftiore, to which we (hould have gone, had 
tve landed laft night : but this morning pol refolved 
to take US dircdlly to the houfe of Captain Lauchlaii 
M'Lean, a defcendant of . his family, who had ac* 
quired a fortune in the Eaft-Jndies, and taken a 
farm in* Col. We had about, an Englifh mile to go 
to it. Col and Jofeph, and fome others, ran to 
fome little horfes, called here SheltieSy that were 
tunning wild on a heathy and catched one of them. 
We had a faddle with Us, which was clapped upon 
it, and a ftraw-hilter was put on its head. Dr. 
Johnfon was then mounted, and Jofeph very flowly 
and gravely led the horfe. I faid to Dr. Johnfon, 
*'-I wilh, fir, the club faw you in this attitude*.*' 

U 2 , It 

* TbU curious exhibition may perhaps reinjhd fome of my readers 
of the ludicrous lines, made^ during Sir Robert Walpole*s adminiftra* 

tion» 



i^i JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

It was a very heavy rain, and I was wet to the 
fkin. Captain M'Leaa had but a poor temporary 
houfe, or rather hut j however, it was a very good 
haven to us. There was a blazing peat-fire, and 
Mrs. M*Lean, daughter of the minifter of the pa- 
ri(h, got us tea*, 1 felt ftill the motion of the fca. 
Dr. Johnfon faid, it was not in imagination, but a 
continuation of motion on the fluids, like that of the 
lea itfelf after the ftdrm is over. 

There were fome books on the board which ferved 
as a chimney-piece. Dr. Johnfon took up Burners 
Htftory of his own 'J'ims. . He faid, " The firft part 
of it is one of the moft entertaining books in the 
Englifh language; it is quite dramarick: while he 
went about every where, fkw every where, and heard 
every where. By the firft part, I mean fo far as it 
appears that Burnet himfelf was adqally engaged m 
. what he hag told ; and this may be eafily diftinguilh- 
ed.'* Captain M*Lean cenfured Burnet, for his 
high praile of Lauderdale in a dedication, when he 
iliews him in his hiftory to have been fo bad a man. 
— Johnfon. "I do not myfelf think.. that a man 
ihculd fay in a dedication what he could not fay in a 
hiftory. However, allowance fliould be made; for 
there is a great difference. The known ftyle of a 
dedication is flattery : it profeflfcs to flatter. There 
is the fame difference between what a man fays in a 
dedication, and what he fays in a hiftory, as between 
a lawyer's pleading a caufe, and reporting it*" 

The 

tion, on Mr. George (afterwards Lord) Littelton, tbongh the figures 
of ihc two perfonages niuft be allowed to be very different : 

** But who is this aftride thc.pony ; 

*• So* long, fo lean, (b lank, fo bony ? 

<(' Pat be de great orator, Littletony/* 



TO THE HEBRIDES. 293 

The day pafled away pleafantly enough. The 
vind became fair for Mull in the evening, and Mr. 
Simpfon refolved to fail next morning : but having 
been thrown into the ifland of Col, we were unwil- 
ling to leave it unexamined, efpecially as we confi- 
dered that the Campbell- town veffel would fail for ' 
Mull in a day or two, and therefore we determined 
to ftay. 

^uefdayy ^th OSober. 

I rofe, and wrote my Journal till about nine ; 
and then went to Dr. Johnfon, who fat up in bed 
and talked and laughed. I faid, it was curious to 
look back ten years, to the. time when we firfl: ^ 
thought of vifiting the Hebrides. How diftant and 
improbable the fcheme then appeared ! Yet here 
we were aftually among them,— " Sir, (faid he,) 
people may come to do any thing almoft, by talk-, 
ing of it, I really believe, I could talk myfelf into 
building a houfe upon ifland Ifa, though I fhould 
probably never come back again to fee it. I could 
eafily perfuade Reynolds to do it \ and there would 
be no great fin in perfu^eding him to doit. Sir, he 
would reafon thus: * What will it coft me to be 
there once in two or three fummers ? — Why, per- 
haps, five hundred pounds ; and what is that, in 
comparifon of having a fine retreat, to which a man 
can go, or, to which he can fend a friend?* He 
would never find out that he may have this within 
twenty miles of London. — Then I would tell him, 
that he may marry one of the Mifs M*Leods, a lady 
of great family. — Sir, it is furprifing how people 
will go to a diftance for what they may, have at 
home. I knew a lady who came up from Lincoln- 

U 3 ' (hire 
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fliire to Knightlbridge with one of. her daugKtcV? 
and gave five gutneas- a week fbr a lodging and ^, 
warm bath ; that is, me^pe warm water. Thal^ you 
know, could not be had in Lincolnjhire ! She faid, 
it was made either too hoc or too cold there/* 

After breakfaft. Dr. Johnfon and f, and Jofeph, 
mounted horfes, and Col and the captain walked 
with us about a fhort mile acrofs the ifland. Wc 
paid a vifit to the Reverend Mr. Heftor M'Lean. 
His parifli confifts of the iflands pf Col and Tyr-yi, 
He was about feventy-feyen years of age, a decent 
ccclefiaftick, drefled in a full fuit of black clothes, 
ind a black wig. H€ appeared like a Dutch paftor^ 
or one of the affembly of divines at Weftminften 
Dr. Johnfon obferved to me afterwards, ** that he 
was a fine old man, and was as well-drefled, and 
had as much dignity in his appearance as the dcaa 
of a cathedral.'* We were told, that he had a valu- 
able library, thdugh but poor accomodation for it, 
being obliged to keep bis books in large chefts. It 
was curious to lee hitn and Dr. Johnfon together. 
Neither of them heard very diftin^ly j fo each of 
them talked in his own way, and at the fame time. 
Mr. M'Lean faid, he had a confutation of Bayle, 
by Leibnitz. — Johnfon. *' A confutation of Bayle, 
fir ! What part of Bayle do you mean ? The great- 
eft part of his writings is not confutable : it is hiC- 
torical and critical.*' — Mr. M'Lean faid,' •* the ir- 
religious part i" and proceeded to talk of Leib- 
nitz's con trover fy with Clarke, calling Leibnitz Or 
great man. — Johnfon. " Why, fir, Leibnitz per- 
lifted in affirming that Newton called i^2Ct fenfori-^ 
um numinis^ notwithftanding he was correfted, and 
defired to obferve that Newton's words were quasi 

, fenforium 
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fenforium numinis. No, fir; Leibnitz was as paltry 
a fellow as I know. Out of refpeft to Queen Ca- 
roline, who patronifed him, Clarke treated hioi too 
well." 

During the time that Dr. Johnfon was thus go* 
ing on, the old minifter was Handing with his bacl^ 
to the fire, crefting up eredt, pulling down the front 
of his periwig, and talking what a great man Leib-. 
nitz was. To give an idea of the fcene, would re- 
quire a page with two columns; bqfit ought ra- 
ther to b? represented by two good players. The 
old gentleman faid, Clarke was very wicked, for 
gping fo much into the Arian fyftem. ** 1 will not 
fay he was wicked, faid Dr. Johnfon ; he might be 
miftaken." — M^'Lean. " He was wicked, to Ihut 
his eyes againfl: the Scriptures; and worthy men in 
England have fince confuted him to all intents and. 
purpofes." — Johnfon. *' I kno\^ not who has con- 
futed him to all intents and pur^pfes'^ — Here agaia 
there was a double talking, each continuing to 
maintain his own argument, without hearing exactly 
what the other faid, 

I regretted that Dr. Johnfon did not praftice the 
art of accommodating himfelf to different forts of 
people. Had he been fofter with this vene/able old 
man, we might have had more converfation ; but 
^ his forcible fpirit, and impetuofity of manner, may 
be faid to fpare neither fex nor age. I have feea 
even Mrs Thrale ftunned; but I have often main- 
tained, that it is better he fliould retain his owa 
manner. Pliability of addrefs I conceive to be in- 
confiftent with that majeftick power of mind whicli 
he poflefTes, and whic^ produces fuch noble efi^efts. 
^ lofty oak will not bend like a fupple willow. 

Va He 
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He told mc afterwards, he liked firmnefs in ant 
old man, and was pleafed to fee Mr. M'Lean fa 
orthodox. " At his age, it is too late for a man 
to be alkinghimfelf queftions as to his belief/' 

We rode to the northern part of the ifland, where 
wc faw the ruins of a chufch or chapel. We then 
proceeded to a* place called Griffipol, or the rough 
Pool. 

At Griffipol we found a good farm houfe, be- 
longing to the Laird of Col, and poffeffed by Mr. 
M'Sweyn. On the beach here there is a fmgular 
variety of curious ftones. I picked up one very 
like a fmall cucumber. By the by. Dr. Johnfon 
told me, that Gay's Line in the Beggar's Opera^ 
•' As men (hould ferve a cucumber," &c. has no 
waggift) nieaning, with reference to men flinging 
away cucumbers as too coolings which fome have 
thought -, for it has been a common faying of phy- 
' fieians in England, that a cucumber fhould be well 
fliced, and drefled with pepper and vinegar, and 
then thrown out, as good for nothing. — -Mr.' 
M'Sweyn's predeceflbrs had been in Sky from a 
very remote period, upon theeftate belonging to 
M*Leod; probably before M'Leod had it. The 
name is certainly Norwegian, from Sueno^ King of 
Norway. The prefent Mr. M'Sweyn left Sky upon 
the late M*Leod's railing his rents. He then got 
this farm from Col. 

, He appeared to be near fourfcore ; but looked 
as frefli, and was as ftrong as a man of fifty. His- 
Ton Hugh looked older i and, as Dr. Johnfon oh- 
ferved, had more the manners of an old man than 
he. I had often heard of fuch inftances, but never 
faw onf befor?. Mrs, ^I*Sweyn was a decent old 
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gentlewoman. She was drefled in tartan, and could 
ipeak nothing but Erfe. She faid, (he taught Sir ' 
James McDonald Erfe, and would teach me foon. 
I could now fing a verfe of the fong Hatyinfoam^eri^ 
made in Honour of Allan, the famous Captain of 
Clanranald^ who fell at Shcrrif-muir ; whofe fer- 
vant, who lay on the field watching his mafter's • 
dead body, being afkediiext day who that was, an- 
fvvered,' *' He was a man yefterday." 

We were entertained herewith a primitive hearti- 
nefs, Whiflcy was ferved round in a Ihell, accord- 
ing to the ancient Highland cuftom. Dr. Johnfon 
would not partake of it ; but, being defirous to d(y 
honour to the modes '* of other times," drank fomc 
water out of the fhell . ^ 

In the forenoon Dr. Johnfon faid, *' it would re- 
quire great refignation to live in one of thefc 
iflands" — BofwelL "I don't know, fir; I have felt 
ipyfelf at times in a ftate of almolt mere phyficai 
cxiftence, fatisfied to eat, drink, and fleep, and 
walk about, and enjoy my own thoughts ; and I 
can figure a continuation of this/' — Johnfon. " Ay, 
fir; but if you were fliut up here, your own thoughts 
would torment you: you would think of Edin- 
burgh or London, and that you could not be 
there." 

*We fet out after dinner for Breacacha^ the fami- 
ly feat of the Laird of Col, accompariied by the 
young laird, who had now got a horfe, and by the 
younger Mr. M'Sweyn, whofe wife had gone thither 
before us, to prepare every thing for our reception, 
the laird and his family being abfent at Aberdeen. 
Itisc^Wtd Breacacha^ or the Spotted Field, becaufe 
in fUmmcr- it is enamelled with clover and daifies, 

as 



?9& JOURNAL OF A TOU^l 
asi young Col, told nje. Wc pajffcd by a pkcc where 
there is a. yery large ftone, I may calj it a rock ;— 
" a vaft weight for Aj^x/' The tradition is, that a 
giant threw ^ch another ftone at his miftrels, up to 
the top of a hijl, at a fmall diftance •, and that fbe 
m. return, thre\y ttii$ mafs down to him« It was, 
iii m f^ort. 

Malo me petit lajciva pueUa. 

As we advanced, we came to a large extent of 
plain ground. , I had not feen fuch a place for a 
long time. Col and I tools: a gallop upon it by way 
of race. It was very refrefhing to me, after hav- 
iijg been fo long taking fliort fteps in. hilly coun- 
tries. It was like ftretching a man*s legs after being 
cramped in a (bort bed. , '\Ve alfo paffed clofe by a 
large extent of fand-hills, near two miles fquare. 
Dr. Johnfon faid, " he never had the image before. 
It was horrible, if barrennefs and danger could be 
fo.'* I heard him, after we were in the houfe of 
Breacachaj repeatiijg to hinifelf, as he walked about 
the room, 

*^ And fmother'd in the dufly whirlwind, dics.^^ 

Probably he had been thinking of the whole of the 
fimile in Cato^ of which that is the concluding line ^ . 
the fandy defart had ftruck him fp ftrongly. The 
fand has of late been blown over a good deal of 
meadow; and the people of the ifland fay, tha;t 
their fathers remembered much of the fpace >yhich isj 
now covered with fand, to have been uixier tillage.- 
Col's houfe is fituated on a bay called Breacacba 
Bay. We found here a neat new-built gentleman's 
houfe, better than any we had been in fince we 

/ wer^e 
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vrtxfi at Lord Errol's. Dn Jphnfon reliflied it much, 
at firft, but foop remarked to me, that " there was. 
nothing becoming a Chief about it : it was a mere 
tradefman*s box." He feemed quite at home, and no 
longer found any difficulty in ufing the Highland 
addrelsi for l.s foon as we arrived, he laid, with ;a 
Jpirited tamiliariry, " Now, Col^ if you- could get 
us a di(h of tea." — ^Ekr,. Johnfon and I had each aa 
excellent bed« chamber. We hftd a difpute which 
of us had the bcft curtains. His wefFe rather the 
heft, being of linen v but 1 infifted that my bed. had 
the bed polls, which was undeniable; *' Well, (faid 
he,) if you have the bcft po/ksj we will have you tied 
ta them and whipped." — 1 mention this flight cir- 
cumftance, only to (hew how ready he is, even in 
mere trifles, to get the better of his antagonift, by 
placing him in a ludicrous vieww I have known hin^ 
fometimes ufe the fame ajrt, when bard prefled in fc*. 
rious difputation« Goldfmith, I remember, to reta-> 
liate for many a fevcrc defeat which he has fuffered 
jtom- him, applied to htm a lively faying in one of 
Gibber's comedies, which puts this part of his cha- 
rader in a ftrong lights — " There is no arguing 
with Johnfon -, for, ;/ his pifiol mijfes fire^ be knocki 
you down with the hui-end of it.^* 

Wednefday^ 6tk 03oher. 
After a fufficiency of fleep, we aflembled at break* 
faft. We were juft as if in barracks: Every body 
was matter. We went and viewed the old cattle 
of Col, which is not far from the prefent houfe, 
near the fliore, and founded on a rock. It has ne- 
ver been a large feudal refidence, and has nothing 
jtbout it that requires a particular defcription. Like 

other 
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other old inconvenient buildings of the fame age, it 

exemplified Gray*s pidurcfque lines, 

•' Huge windows that exclude the light, 
** And pafiages that lead to nothing.** 

It may however be worth mentioning, that on the 
fccond ftory we faw a vault, which was, and ftill isj 
the family prifon. There was a woman put into it 
by the laird, for theft, within thefe ten years ; and 
any offender would be confined there yet •, for, frotn 
the neceflHty of the thing, as the ifland is remote 
from any power eftabliflied by law, the laird muft 
cxercife his jurifdiftion to a certain degree. 

We were fhewn, in a corner of this vault, a hole, 
into which Col faid greater criminals ufed to be put* 
It was now filled up with rubbilh of different kinds.. 
He faid, it was of a great depth. " Ay, (faid Dr. 
Johnfon, fmiling,) all fuch places, that are filled up^ 
were of a great depth/' He is very quick in Ihewing 
that he does not give credit to carelefs or exaggerated 
accounts of things. After feeing the caftle, we 
looked at a fmall hut near it. Jt is called Teigb 
Francbicby i. e. the Frenchman's Houfe. Col could 
not tell us the hiftory of it. A poor man with a 
wife and children now lived in it. We went into 
it, and Dr. Johnfon gave them fonie charity. There 
was but one bed for all the family, and the hut was 
very fmoky. When he came out, he faid to rne, 
*' J?/ hoc fecundum fenleniiam philofopborum eft ejfe 
hentusJ^ — Bofwell. " The philofophers, when they 
placed happinefs in a cottage, fuppofed cleanlinefe 
and no fmoke*" — Johnfon. '* Sir, they did npt think 
about either." 
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' We walked a little in the laird's garden, in which 
endeavours have been ufed to rear fome trees ; bur^ 
as foon as rhey got above the furrounding wall, they 
died. Dr. Johnfon recommended fbwing the feeds 
of hardy trees, inftead of planting. 

Col and I rode out this morning, and viewed a 
part of the ifland. In the courfe of bur ride, we 
faw a turnip-field, which he had hoed with his own 
hands. He firft introduced this kind of hulbandry 
into the Weftern iflands. We alfo looked at an ap- 
pearance of lead, which feemed very promifing. It 
iias been long known j for I found letters to the late 
laird, from Sir John Arelkine and Sir Alexander 
Murray, refpefting it. 

After dinner came Mr. McLean, of Corneck, 
brother to Ifle of Muck, who is a cadet of the fa- 
mily of Col. He pofleffes the two ends of Col,- 
which belong to the Duke of Argyll. Corneck had 
lately taken a leafe of them at a very advanced rent, 
rather than let the Campbells get a footing in the 
ifland, one of whom had offered nearly as much as 
he. Dr. Johnfon well obferved, that, " landlords 
err much when they calculate merely what their 
land may yield. The rent muft be in a proportion- 
ate ratio of what the land may yield, and of the 
power of the tenant to make it yield. A tenant 
cannot make by his land, but according to the corn 
• and cattle which he has. Suppofe you fhould give 
him twice as much land as he has, it does Him no 
good, unlefs he gets alfo more ftock. It is clear 
then, that the Highland landlords, who let their 
fubftantial tenants leave them, are infatuated ; for 
the poor fmall tenants cannot give them good rents, 
from the very nature of things. They have not the 

means 
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ineans t>f raifmg more from their farms." Gorrieck^ 
Dr. Johnfon faid, was the mdft dJftmdt maft that he 
had met with iti thefe ifles ; he did not ftiut his eyesy 
or put his fingers in his ears, which he fcfemed to 
think was a good deal the rtiode with tfioft of the 
people whom we hav'e fcen of 5ate. 

Thurfday^ yth QRoheri 
Captain M*Lean joihed us this mormiig at bfeak- 
faft. There came on ia. dreadful ftorm of M^irid and 
i^in, which contiiru^d all da[y^ and rather increafed 
at night. The wind ivfas direftly againft our get- 
ting to Mull. We were in a ftrange ftate of ab- 
ftraftion from the world : we could neither hear 
from our friends, nor wfite to them. Col had 
brought Daille on the Fathers^ Lucas on HappinefSi 
and More's Dialogues, from the Reverend Mr^ 
M'Lean*s, and Burnet's Hijibry of his own Times;^ 
from Captain McLean's ; and he had of his own 
fome books of farming, and Gregory's Geometry^ 
X)r. Johnfon read a good deal of Burnet^ and of 
Gregory, :and lobferved he made fome geometrical 
notes in the end of his pocket- book* I read a little 
of Young^s Six Weeks Tour through the Southerrt 
Counties ; and Ovid's Epiftles^ which I had bought 
at Irivernefs, and which helped to folaee manya 
iveary hodr. 

We were to have gone with Dr. Johnfon this 
morning to fee the mine ; but Were prevented by 
the ftorm. While it was raging^ he faid, " W6 
may be glad we are not damnati ad imetaila" 

Friday^ ttb^OBoher^ 
Dr. Johnfon appeared to day very weary of* out 
prefent confined fituation^ He faid, ** I want to be 
2 on 
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on the main land, and go on with exiftence. This 
is a wafte of life.** 

I Ihall here infert, t^ithout regard to chronology, 
ibme of his convcrfetion at dffferent times, 

" There <iras a m^nfome time ago, Xvho waS well 
received for two years, among the gentlemen of 
Nortfaatnptonlhire, by calling himfelf . my brotheh 
At laft he grew fo impudent as by his influence to 
get tenants turned out of their farms. Atle'n the 
Printer, who Is ojfthat county/ came to me, afking, 
with much appearance -df dbubtfulnefs, if I had 
a brother-, and upon beirtg allured t had none 
alive, he told me of the ' impofition, and imme- 
diately wrote to the country, and the fellow was 
difmiffed. It pleafed me to hear . that fo much Was 
got by ufmg my name. It is not every name that 
can carry double; do both for a man*s felf ;ind his 
brother (laughing). I fhould be glad to fee the 
fellow. However, I could have done nothing 
againfl; him. A man can have iio redrefs for bis 
name being ufed, or ridiculous ftories being told 
of him in- the news-papers, except he can fhew that 
he has fuffered damage. — Some years ago a fooliih 
piece was publiflied, faid to be written ' by S. John- 
fon: Some'pf my friends wanted me to be very 
angry about thi^ I faid, it would be in vain • 
for the anfwel- would be, S.Johnfon may be Simon 
Johnfon, orSIimeon Johnfon, or Solomon Johnfon-* 
and even if the full name, Samuel Johnfon, had beek 
ufed, it mights be faid ; ^ it is not you 5 it is a much 
cleverer fellow.* 

"Beauclerk and I, and Langton, and Lady 
Sydney Beauclerk, mother to our friend, were one 
day driving in a coach by Cuper's Gardens, which 

were 
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were then unoccupied. I, in fport, propdfed thaf 
Beauclerk and Langton, and myfelf fhould take 
them ; and we amufed ourfelves with fcheming how 
yfc (hould alt do our parts. Lady Sydney grew 
angry, and faid» ' an old man fhould not put fuch 
things in young people's heads/ She had no notion 
of a joke* fir ; had come late into life, and had a 
mighty unpliable. underftanding. 

*' Cartels Life of the Duke of Ormond is conlidered 
as a book of authority ; but it is ill-written. The 
matter is diffufed in too many words j. there is no 
animation, no compreflion, no vigour^ Two good 
volumes in duodecimo might be made out of the 
two in folio." 

Talking of our confinement here, I obferved, tl^a^ 
our difcontent and impatience could not be confi- 
dered as very unrcafonable \ for that we were juff 
in the (late of which Seneca complains fo grievoufly^ 
while in exile in Corfica. " Yes,.(faid Dr. Johnfon,) 
and he was not farther from home than we are.'* 
The truth is, he was much nearer. 

There was a good deal of rain to-day, and thef 
wind was ftill contrary. Corneck attended me^ 
while I amufed myfelf in examining a coUeftion of 
papers belonging to the family of Col. The firft laird 
wa$ a younger fon of the Chieftain M*Lean, and 
got the middle part of Col for his patrimony^. Dr^ 
Johnfon having given a very particular account of 
the connection between this family and a branch of 
the family of Camejons> called M'Lonich, I Ihall 
only infert the following document, (whichs I found 
in Col's cabinet,) as a proof of it^ continuance, even 
to 3 late period: 

T9 
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To the Laird of Col. 

« Dear Sir^ 

" THE long-ftanding traft of firm affec- 
tionate friendfhip 'twixt your worthy predeceflbrs 
and ours affords us fuch affurance, as that we may 
have full relyance on your favour and undoubted 
friendfhip, in recommending the bearer, Ewen Ca- 
meron, our coulin, fon to the decfiaft Dugall 
M'Connill of Innermaillie, fometime in Glenpean, 
to your favour and condudl, who is a man of un- 
doubted honefty and difcfetion, only that he has the 
misfortune of being alledged to have been accelTory 
to the killing of one of M*Martiij*s family about 
fourteen years ago, upon which alledgeance the 
M*Martins are now fo fanguine on revenging^ that 
they are fully rcfolved for the deprivation of his 
life; to the preventing of which you are relyed on 
by us, as the only 6t inftrumenti and a moft capa- 
ble perfon. Therefor^ your favour and protection 
is expelled and intreated, during his good beha- 
Viour; and failing of which behaviour, you'll 
pleafe to ufe him as a molt infignificatlt perfon 
defer ves. 

" Sir, he had, upon the alledgeance forefaid, 
been tranfported, at LochicVs defire, to France, to 
gratify the M'Martins, and upon his return home, 
about five years ago, married : But now he is fo 
much threatened by the M' Martins, that he is not 
fccure enough to (lay where he is, being Ardmur- 
chan, which occafions this trouble to you, Wilh- 
ing profperity and happinefs to attend (till yourfelf, 

X worthy 
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worthy Lady, and good family, we are, in the rooft 

afFcdionate manner. Dear Tir, 

Your moll obliged, afFeftionate, 

and moft humble fervants. 

Dug ALL Cameron, of Strom. 
DuGALL Cameron, of Barr. 
DuGALL Cameron, of Inverijkvouilline. 
DuGALL Cameron, of Invinvalie!^ 

Strone, xzth March, 1737. 

Ewen Cameron was protected, and his fon has 
now a farm, from the Laird of Col, in Mulh 

The family of Col was very loyal in the time of 
the great Montrofe, from whom I found two letters 
in his own hand-writing. The firft is as follows . 

For my very loving friend the Laird of Coa^. 
« Sir, 

" I muft Martily thank you for all your 
willingnefe and good afFedion to his. Majefty's fcr- 
vice, and particularly the fending alongs of your 
fon, to who I will heave ane particular refpeft, 
hopeing alfo that you will ftill continue ane goode 
inftrument for the advanceing ther of the King's 
fervice, for which, and all your former loyal car- 
riages, be confident you fliall find the eflfefts of his 
Ma's favour, as they can be witnefl^d you by 
Your very faithful friende, 

Strethcame MONTROSE." 

10 Jan • 1046. 

The other is. 

For 
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For tbf lu^ird of Col. 

^« HAVING occafion to write to ybgr fields, 
I cannot be forgetful of your willingnefs and good 
affeftion to his Majifty*s fervice. I acknowledge 
to you, and thank you heartily for it, aflfuring, that 
in what lies in my poysrer^ yoii (hall find the good. 
Mean while, I fhall expeft that you will continue 
your loyal endeavours, in wiihing thofe flack people 
that are about you, to appear more obedient than 
they do, and loyal in their prince's fervice ; where- 
by I affure you, you fhall find me ever 

Your faithful .friend, 
: /*«p , ,- Montrose*,'* 

17 Apnl, 164.5. ^ 

I found fome uncouth lines on the death of the 
prefent laird's father, intituled •* Nature's Elegy 
upon the Death of Donald Maclean Of Col.** They 
are not' worth infertion. I Ihall only give what is 
called his Epitaph, which Dr. Johnfon faid, " was 
hot fo very bad/* 

** Nature's minion. Virtue's wonder,. 
** Art's corrective here lyes under." 

I alked, what " Art's correAive" meant. " Why, 
'fir, (faid he,) that the laird was fo exquifite, that he 
fet Art right, when (he was wrong.** 

I found feveral letters to the late Col, from my 
father's old companion at Paris, Sir Hcftor M'Lean, 
one of which was written at the time of fettling the 

X 2 colony 

• It IS obferveable that men of the firft rank fpelt very ill in the laft 
century. In the firft of thefc letters I have prefervcd the original 
fpelling. 
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colony in Georgia. It diffuades Col from letting 
people go there^ and aiTures him there will foon be 
an opportunity of employing them better at home. 
Hence it appears that emigration from the High- 
lands, though not in fuch numbers at a time as of 
late, has always been pradlifed. Dr. Johnfon ob- 
ferved, that, ** the Lairds, inftead of improving their 
country, diminifhed their people." 

There are feveral diftrifts of fandy defart in Col. 
There are forty-eight lochs of frefli water ; but ma- 
ny of them are very fmall, — meer pools. About 
one half of them, however, have trout and eel. 
There is a great number of horfes in the ifland, 
moftly of a fmall fize. Being over-ftocked, they fell 
fbme in Tir-yi, and on the main lat^d. Their black 
cattle, which are chiefly rough-haired, are reckoned 
remarkably good. The climate being very mild in 
winter, they never put their bcafts in any houfe. 
The lakes are never frozen fo as to bear a man ; 
and fnow never lies above a few hours. They have 
a gcod many fheep, which they eat moftly them- 
felves, and fell but a few. They have goats in fe- 
veral places. There are no foxes; no fcrpems, 
toads, or frogs^ nor any venomous creature. They 
have otters and mice here ; but had no rats till late- 
ly that an American vcffel brought them. There is 
a rabbit-warren on the north-eaft of the ifland, be- 
longing to the Duke of Argyle. Young Col in- 
tends to get fome hares, of which there are none at 
prefent. There are no black-cock, muir-fowl, nor 
partridges ; but there are fnipe, wild-duck, wild- 
^eefe, and Iwans, in winter; wild-pidgeons, plover, 
and great number of ftarlings ; of which I fliot fome, 
and found them pretty good eating. Woodcocks 

conic 
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come hither, though there is not a tree upon the 
ifland. There are no rivers in Col; but only forae 
brooks, in which there is a great variety of filh. In 
the whole ifle there are but three hills, and none of 
dtem conGderable, for a Highland country. The 
people are very induftrious. Every man can tan. 
They get oak, and birch-bark, and lime, from the 
main land. Some have pits ; but they commonly 
ufe tubs. . I faw brogues very well tanned ; and 
every man can make them. They all make candles 
of the tdlow of their bealls, both moulded and dip- 
ped; and they all make oil of the livers of fiflu 
The little filh called Cuddies produce a great deal. 
They fell fome oil out of the ifland, and they ufe it 
much for light in their houles, in little iron lamps, ' 
moft of which they have from England ; but of late 
their own blackfmith makes them. He is a good 
workman ; but he has no employment in flioeing 
horfes, for they all go unfhod here, except fome of 
a better kind belonging to young Col, which were 
now in Mull. There are two carpenters in Colj 
but moft of the inhabitants can do fomething as 
boat-carpenters. They can all dye. Heath is ufed 
for yellow ; and for red, a mofs which grows oa 
flones. They make broad-cloth, and tartan, and 
linen, of their own wool and flax, fuflicieot for their 
own ufe ; as alfo ftockings. Their bonnets come 
from the main land. Hard-ware and feveral fmall 
articles are brought annually from Greenock, and fold 
in the only fliop in the ifland, which is kept near the 
Jioufe, or rather hut, ufed for publick worfliip, there 
•being no church in the ifland. — The inhabitants of 
Col have increafed conflderably within thefe thirty 
years, as appears from the parifli regifters./ There 

X s arp 
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are but three confiderablc tackfmen on Col's part of 
the ifland :< the reft is let to fmall tenants^ (bme of 
whom pay fo low a rent as four, di*ce,or even two 
guineas. The higheft is fevcn pounds, paid by a 
farmer, whofe fon goes yearly on foot to Aberdeen 
for education, and in fummer returns, and ads as 
a fchool-mafter in Col. Dr. Johnfon £siid, 5< There 
is fomething noble in a young man's walking two 
. hundred miles and back again^ every year, for the 
fake of learning." 

This day a number of people came to Col, with 
complaints of each othecs' ttefpafles. Corneck, to 
prevent their being troublefome, told them, that the 
lawyer from Edinburgh was here, and if they did 
not agree, he would take them to tafk. Tbcy were 
alarmed at this ; faid, they had never been ufed to 
go to law, and hoped Col would fettle matters him- 
fclf, — In the evening Corneck left us, 

Saturday^ gth O£loher. 

As, in our prefent confinement, any thing that 

had even the name of curious was an objed of at*, 

tention, I propofed that C6l (hould fhow me the 

'great ftone, mentioned in a former page, a& having 

been thrown by a giant t<v the top of a mountain. 

Dr. Johnfon, who did not like to be left alone, faid 

he would accompany us as far as riding was prafti- 

cable. We afcended a part of the hill on horfcback, 

and Col and I fcrambled up the reft. A fervant 

^ ^ held our horfes, and Dr. Johnfon placed himfelf oft 

the ground, with his back againft a large* fragment 

of rock. The wind being high, he let down the 

cocks of his hat, and tied it with his handkerchief 

under his chin. While We were empl<>yed in .exa^, 

mining 
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iftining the ftone, which did not repay our trouble 
in getting to it, he amufed himfelf with reading Gata-- 
ker on Lois and on the Chrijiian Watchy a very learned 
book, of the laft age, which had been found in the 
garret of Col*s houfe, and which he faid was a trea- 
furehere, When we defcried him from above, -he 
had a moft eremitical appearance; and on our re-, 
turn told us, he had been fo much engaged by Gata- 
ker^ that he had never miffed us. His avidity for 
variety of books, while we were in Col, was fre- 
quently exprefled ; and he often complained that fo 
few were within his reach. Upon which I obfcrvcd 
to him, that it was ftrange he fhould complain of 
want of books, when he could at any time make 
fuch good ones. 

We ftext proceeded to the lead mine. In our way 
we came to a ftrand of fome extent, where we were 
glad to take a gallop, in which my learned friend 
joined with great alacrity. Dr. Johnfon, mounted 
on a. large bay mare without (hoes, and followed by 
a foal, which had fome difficulty in keeping up 
with him, was a Angular fpeftacle. 

After examining the^nine, we returned through 
a very uncouth diftrift, full of fand hills ; down 
whiph, though apparent precipices, our horfes car- 
ried us with fafety, the fand always gently Aiding 
away from their feet. Veljtiges of houfes were point- 
ed out to us, which Col, and two others who had 
joined us, aflerted had been overwhelmed with fand 
blown over them. But, on going cl^fe to one of 
them, Dr. Johnfon (hewed the abfurdicy of the no- 
tion, by remarking, that *' it was evidently only a 
houfe abandoned, the ftones of which had been taken 
away for other purpofes ; for the large ftones, which 

X 4 form 
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form the lower part of the walls, were ftill ftan3ipg 
higher than the fand. If they were not blown over, 
it was clear nothing higher than they cx)uld be blown 
over.** This was quite convincing to me ; but it 
made not the Icaft impreffion on Col and the others, 
who were not to be argued out of a Highland tra- 
dition. 

We did not fit down to dinner till between fix 
and feven. We lived plentifully here, and had a 
true welcome. In fuch a feafon, good firing was 
of no fmall importance. The peats were excellent, 
and burned cheerfully. Thofe at Dunvegan, which 
were damp, Dr. Johnfon called " a fullen fuel," — 
Here a Scottitti phrafe was fingularly applied to 
him. One of the company having remarked that 
he had gone out on a ftormy evening, and brought 
in a fupply of peats from the ftack, old Mr. 
M*Sweyn faid, " that was main honefi /** 

Blenheim being occafionally mentioned, he told 
me he had never fecn it : he had not gone formerly ; 
and he would not go now, juft as a common fpec- 
tator, for his money : he would not put it in the 
power of fome man about the Duke of Marlborough 
to fay, * Johnfon was here; I knew him, but I took 
no notice of him.* He faid, he Ihould be v^ry glad 
to fee it, if propely invited, which in all probability 
would never be the cafe, as it was not worth his 
while to feek for it. — I obferved, that he might be 
, cafily introduced there by a common friend of ours, 
nearly related to the duke. He anfwcred, with an 
uncommon attention to delicacy of feeling, " I doubt 
whether our friend be on fuch a footing with the 
duke a3 to carry any body there j and I would not 
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give him the uneafinefs of feeing that I knew he was 
not, or even of being himfelf reminded of it/* 

Sunday^ loth Olloher. 

There was this day the moft terrible ftorm of 
wind and rain that I ever remember. It made fuch 
an awful impreflTion on us all, as to produce, for 
Ibme time, a kind of difmal quietnefs in the houfe. 
The day was paffed without much converfation : 
only, upon my obferving that there muft be fomc- 
thing bad ia a man's mind, who does not like to 
give leafes to his tenants, but wilhes to keep them 
in a perpetual wretched dependence on his will. Dr. 
Johnfon faid, " You are right : it is a man*s duty 
to extend comfort and fecurity among as many peo- 
ple as he can. He fhould nor wifh to have his te- 
nants mere Ephemera^ — mere beings of an hour." . 
— Bo/well. " But, fir, if they have leafes, is there 
not fome danger that they may grow infolent ? I 
remember you yourfelf once told me, an Engliflx 
tenant was fo independent, that, if provoked, he 
would throw his rent at his landlord." — John/on. 
" Depend upon it, fir, it is the landlord's own fault, 
if it is thrown at him. A man may always keep 
his tenants in dependence enough, though they have 
leafes. He muft be a good tenant indeed, who will 
not fall behind in his rent, if his landlord will let 
him ; and if he does fall behind, his landlord has 
him at his mercy. Indeed, the poor man is always 
much ac the mercy of the rich ; no matter whether 
landlord or tenant. If the tenant lets his landlord 
have a little rent before- hand, or has lent him mo- 
ney, then the landlord is in his power. There can- 
not be a greater man than a tenant who has lent 

money 
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money to his landlord ; for fte has under fubjeftton 
the very man to whom he fliould be fubjedbed." 

Monday^ lUb Oihter. 

We had fome days ago engaged the Campbell- 
town vcflel to carry us to' Muil^ from the harbour- 
where (he lay* The m6rning was fine, and the wind 
fair and moderate 3 fo we hoped at length to get 
away. 

Mffi. M*Swcyn, who officiated as our landlady 
here, had never been on the main land. On hear- 
ing this^ Dr. Johnfon faid to me, before her, *^ That 
is rather being behind-hand with lifr. I would at 
leaft go and fee Glenelg." — BofmelL " You yourfclf> 
fir, have never feen, till now, any thing but your 
native ifland." — Johnfrn^ " But, fir, by feeing Lon- 
don, I have feen as much of life as the world can 
fiiew." — Bepmll "You have not feen Pekin." — 
yohnfon. "What is Pekin? Ten thoufand Lon-* 
doners would drive all the people of Pekin : they 
would drive them like deer.** 

Wfe fet out about eleven for the harbour ; buti 
before we reached it, fo violent a ftorm came on, 
that wc were obliged again to take Ihelter in the 
houle of Captain M*Le^n, whenc we dined, and 
paffed the night. 

. ^uefday^ nth O^ober. 

After breakftift, we made a fecond attempt t» 
get to the harbour} but another ftorm foon con- 
vinced us that it would be in vain. Captain M'Lean*^ 
houfe being in fome <^ohfufion, on account of Mrs. 
M*Lcan being exptfted to lie-in, we i^folved to go 
to Mr. M*Sweyn's, where we arrived very wet, fa*- 

tigued. 
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ttgued, and hungry. In this fituation, we were 
fomewhat difconcerted by being told that we Ihould 
have no dinner till late in the evening ^ but fhould 
have tea in the mean time. Dr. Johnfon oppofed 
this arrangement ; but they perfifted, . and he took 
the tea very readily. He faid to me afterwards, 
*« You muft confider, fir, a dinner here is a matter 
of gr^at confequence. It is a thing to be firfl: 
planned, and then executed. I fuppofe the mutton 
was brought fome miles off, from fome place where 
they knew there was a (heep killed." 

Talking of the g6od people with whom we were, 
he faid, " Life has not got at all forward by a ge- 
neration in M*Sweyn*s family ; for the fon is exaftly 
formed upon the father. What the father fays, 
the fon ' fays j and what the father looks, the fon 
looks.*' 

There being little converfatipn to-night, I muft 
endeavour to recoUeft what I may have omitted on 
, former occaGons. — When I boalled, at Rafay, of 
my independency of fpirit, and that I could not be 
bribed, he faid, " Yes, you may be bribed by flat- 
tery.'* -At the Reverend Mr, M'Lean*s, Dr. 

Johnfon afked him, if the people of Col had any 
fuperftitions. He faid, " No." The cutting peats 
at the increafe of the moon was mentioned as one j 
but he would not allow it, faying, it was not a fu- 
perfticion, but a whim. Dr. Johnfon would not 
admit the diftinftion. There were many fuperfti- 
tions, he maintained, not connefted with religion ; 

and this was one of them. On Monday we had 

a difpute at the Captain's, whether fand-hills could 
be fixed down By art. Dr. Johnfon faid, ** How 
the devil can you do it?'* but inftantly cbrrefted 

himfelf. 
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liimfelf, " How can you do it ?" 1 never beforcr 

heard him ufe a phrafe of that nature. 

He has particularities which it is impofllble to 
explain. He never wears a night-cap, as I have 
already mentioned ; but he puts a handkerchief on 
his head ia the night. -—The day that we left Ta- 
lilker, he bade us ride on. He then turned the 
head of his horfc back towards Talifker, (topped for 
Ibme time ; then wheeled round to the fame direftion 
with ours, and Chen came briikly after us. He fets 
open a window in the coldeft day or night, and ftands 
before it. It may do with his conftitution; buc 
mod people, amongfl: whom I am one, would fay^ 
with the frogs in the fable, " This may be fport to 
you I but it is death to us.'* — It is in vain to try. to 
find a meaning in every one of his particularities^ 
which, I fuppofc, are mere habits, contrafted by 
chance ; of which every man has fome that are more 
or lefs remarkable. His fpeaking.to himfelf, or 
rather repeating, is a common habit with ftudious 
men accuftomed to deep thinking •, and, in confe- 
quence of their being thus rapt, they will even laugh 
by themfelves, if the fubjcft which they are mufing 
on is a merry one. Dr. Johnfon is often uttering 
pious ejaculations, when he appears to be talking to 
himfelf ; for fometimes his voice grows ftronger, 
and parts of the Lord^s Prayer are heard. I have fat 
belide him with more than ordinary reverence on fuch 
dccafions ♦. 

In our Tour, I obferved that he was difgufted 
whenever he met with coarfe manners. He faid to 



* It IS remarkable, that Dr. Jehnfon ihould have read this ac* 
count of fome of his own peculiar habits, without faying any thifl|; 
• . the fubjc^, which 1 honied he would have done. 
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me, ** I know not how it is, hut I cannot bear low 
life: and I find others, who have as good a right as 
I to be faftidious, bear it better, by haVing mixed 
more with different forts pf men. You would think 
that I have mixed pretty, well too." 

He read this day a good deal of my Journal^ 
written in a fmall book with which he had fupplied 
me, and was pleafed, for he faid, ^^ I wi(h thy books / 
were twice as big/* He helped me to fill up blanks 
which I had left in firft writing it, when I was not 
quite fure of what he had faid, and he correde^ any 
miftakes that I had made. '^ They call me a fcholai^ 
(faid he,) and yet how very litde literacurp is there 
in my converfation.** — Bo/well. " That, fir, muft 
be according to your company. You would not 
give literature to thofe who cannot tafte it; Stay 
till wc meet Lord Elibank.** 

We had at laft a good dinner, or rather fupper, 
and wete very well fatisfied with our entertain- 
ment, 

Wednefday iph O£ioher. 

Col called me up, with intelligence that it was a 
good day for a paflage to Mull; and juft as we 
rofe, a failor from the veflcl arrived for Us. -Wc 
got all ready with difpatch. Dr. Johnfon was diC- 
pleafed at qiy bufUing, and walking quickly up and 
down, J|ie faid, " It docs not haftcn us a bit* It 
is getting on horfeback in a (hip. All boys do it ; 
and you arc longer a boy than others." ' He himfclf 
has no alertncfs, or whatever it may be called 5 fo 
he may diflike it, ,as Oderunt hilarem trifies. 

Before we reached the harbour, the wind grew 
high again. However, the fmall boat was waiting, 

and 
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and took us on board. We remained for fome time 
in uncertainty what to do : at lad it was determined^ 
that, as a good part of the day was over, and it was 
dangerous to be-^at fea at night, in fuch a veflel, 
and fuch weather, we (hould not fail till the morn- 
ing tide, when the wind would probably be more 
gentle. We refolved not to go aihore again, but 
]ie here in readinefs. Dr. Johnfon and I had each a 
bed in the cabbin. Col fat at the fire in the fore- 
caftle, with the captain, and Jofeph, and the reft. 
I eat fome dry oatmeal, of which I found a barrel in 
the cabbin. I had not done this fince I was a boy. 
Dr. Johnfon owned that he too was fond of it when 
a boy J a circumftance which I was highly pleafed to 
hear from him, as it gave me an opportunity of 
obferving that, notwithftanding his joke on the arti- 
cle of OATS, he wjuB himfelf a proof that this kind 
^i food was not peculiar to the people of Scotland. 

^hurfday^ i^tb OEtoher. 

When Dr. Johnfon awaked this morning, he 
called, " Lanky /*' having, I fuppofe, been thinking 
of Langton; but correfted himfelf inftantly, and 
cried, *« BoT^y /'' He has a way of contrafting the 
names of his friends. Goldfmith feels himfelf (b 
important now, as to be difpleafed at it. I remember 
one day, when Tom Davies was telling that Dr. 
Johnfon faid, "We are all in labour for a name to 
Goldy's play/* Goklfmith cried, *' I have often de- 
fired him not to call me Goldy.** 

Between fix and feveit we hauled our anchor, and 
fet fail with a fair breeze ; and, after a pleafant 
voyage, we rjot fafely and agreeably into the har- 
bour 
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^our of Tabermorie, before the wind rofe, which it: 
always has done, for fome days, about noon. 

Tobermorie is aa excellent harbour. An ifland 
lies before it, and it i^furrounded by a hilly theatre. 
The ifland is too Iqw, otherwife ihi^ would be quite 
a fccure port ; bi^t, tb^ ifland not being a fufficient 
protedion, fome ftorms blow very hard here. Not 
long ago, fifteen veffels were blown from thieir 
moorings. There are fonietimes fixty or feventy 
fail here: to-day there were twelve or fourtcea 
yeffels. , To fee fuch a fleet was the next thing ta 
feeing a town. The veffds were from different 
places; Clyde, Campbelltown, NQwcaftle, &c. 
One was returning to Lancafter from Hamburgh, 
After having been (hut up fo long in Col, the fight 
of fuch an afiemblaga of moving habitations, con^ 
taining fuch a varibty of people, engaged in diffe- 
rent purfuits, gave me much gaiety of fpirit. Whea 
we had landed. Dr. Johnfon faid, " Bofwell is now 
all alive. He is like Antaeus ; he gets, new vigour 
whenever he touches the ground." — I went to the 
top of a hiU fronting the harbour, from whence I 
had a good view of it. We had here a tolerable inn. 
Dr. Johnfon had owned to me this morning, that he 
was out of humour. Indeed, he (hewed it a good 
deal in the (hip; for when I was expreffing my joy 
on the profpe<5t of our landing in Mull, he faid, he 
had no joy, when he recoUeAed that it would be five 
days before he (houki, get to the main land. I was 
afraid he would now take a fudden refolution to give 
up feeing Icolmkill. A diih of tea, and fome good 
bre^d and butter, did him fervice, and his bad hu- 
mour went off. . I told him, that I was diverted to 
hear all the people whom we had -vifited m our Tour, 

fay 
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fay, ^^Honeft man! he's pleafcd with every thifigj 
he's always content !'* — " Little do they know/* laid 
I. He laughed, andfaid, "You rogue!" 

We fent to hire horfes to carry us acrofs the 
ifland of Mull to the (bore oppofite to Ihchkenneth» 
the refidence of Sir Allan McLean, uncle to young 
Col, and Chief of the McLeans, to whofe houfe we 
intended to go the next day. Our friend Col went 
to vifit his aunt, the wife of Dr. Alexander 
McLean, a phyfician, who lives about a mile from 
Tobermorie. 

Dr. Johnfon and I fat by ourfelves at the inn, 
and talked a good deal. — I told him, that I had 
found, in Leandro Alberti's Defcription of Italy, 
much of what Addifon has given us in his Remarks. 
He faid, *« The coUeftion of paflages from the 
Clafficks has been made by another Italian: it is, 
liowever, impoflible to deteft a man as a plagiary 
in fuch a cafe, becaufe all who fet about making . 
fuch a collection muit find the fame paflages ; but, 
if you find the fame applications in another book, 
then Addifon's learning in his Remarks tumbles 
^own. It is a tedious book ; and, if it were not 
attached to Addifon*s previous reputation, one 
would not think much of it. Had he written 
nothing elfe, his name would not have lived. Addi- 
fon does not feem to have gone deep in Italian lite- 
rature : he (hews nothing of it in his fubfequcnt 
writings. He fhews a great deal' of French ]eara« 
ing. — There is, perhaps, more knowledge circu«i 
lated in jhe French language than in- any other. 
There is more original knowledge in Englifli." — . 
^* But the French (faid I) have the art of accom- 
modating literature/' — Jobnfin. ** Yes, fir; wc 

have- 
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hir€ ha fuch book as Moreri'sr Diftionary.*'— * 
Bofweil. " Their Ana fgtt %ooA:^--^Jobnfon. " A 
few of them are good ; but we haVe one book of 
that kind better than any of them ; Selden's TabU^ 
talk. As to original literattire^ the Frtfnch have a 
couple of tragick poets who gcr: round the worlds 
Racine and Cbrmilki and one comick poet) JMb- 
Uerer^-^Bcfwell. " They have Fenihnr'-^Jobnfon, 
«* Why^ fir, ttUmacbus is pretty vvAV'-^Bbfwelh 
^^ And FoUairey £\x:'—Johnfon. ** He has not ftood 
his trial yet. And what makes Voltaire chiefly 
circulate is coUe&ion } fuch as his Univerfal Hifi 
tory.^-^BofwilL ** What do you fay to the Bifhop 
of Miauxr—ryohH/o^. "Sir^ nobody reads him ♦/•' 
— *He would not allow Mt^Upn and Bourdaio^ to 
go round the world. In general, however, he gave 
the French much praife for their induftry. 

He afked me whether he had mentioned, in any 
of the papers of the Rambleri the defcription in 
Virgil of the entrance into Hell, with an applica* 
tion to the prefs ; ^' for (faid he) I do not much 
remember them.*^ I told him, " No." Upon which 
he repeated it : %' 

, VeHibalum ante ipfam> prlitiifque in faucibus Orcl^, 
Ludus et ultrices poTuere cubilia Curafe ; 
Pallentefque habitant jMorbi^ triftifqne Seneftas^ 
£t metus, et malefuada Fames> et turpis Bgeftts^ 
Terribiles vifu forms ; Lethumque, Laborque f • 

y Now, 

^ t take leave to enter my ftrongeft {iroteft againft this judgement* 
BoffUit I hold tobe oneof thefirft luminariet of religion and literature* 
If there are who do not read him, it is full time they ihould begin* 

f juft in the gate, and in the jaws of helli 
JRevengeful cares, and fulien forrows dwell | 
And pale difeafes, and repining age \ 
Want, fear, and famine^s unrefiited rage | 
Here toils and death, and death's half-brother, Aeepy 
Formt terrible to view, their fentry keep, ]>](yDll|« 
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^' Nowt (faW hCt) slmoft all thefe apply exaaijr td 
an aiuhouri all tbcfe arm; tbie .concooiicants of a 
printifig-baiiire/' I propofed to hioi to dilate an 
cSE^y OQ 1X9 and ofiered to write it. Hie faid, he 
would not.<io it then, but perhaps would write onr 
{rt fonae /miire period* 

Thp iunday evening that we fat by ourfelfcs at 
Aheitleen, I a(ked him ftveital particulars of his 
Iife« from his early y^ars, which 1^ readily tpld ine; 
txyd I wrofie. them down before him. This day I pro- 
ceeded in m^lriqoiries, alfo. writing. them in :hispt>s» 
ieace. |.h^v.e]:tbuem ondeuched iheecs. I (balkcoU 
)e^ aiUtfaeiitick 'mafier^als for The Live or Sam^ei. 
JOHMSON* Ll^.J).^ and, if i funriy* him, I (hall 
be^qpe who will mofi faithftiUy do hooour to ins 
memory., I have now a yaft treafure of hik conver^r 
fation, at diffirrent times, fince the year 1762, whcii 
i fiift.otitakied hb acquaintance > and, by aflidiious 
inquiry, I can mal^e up for not knpwing him 
iocwer*. 

A Newcaftlc (hip-mafter, wlio happened to- bt 
in the houfe, intruded himfelf upon m; He was 
much ih liquor^ ancjt talked nonfenfe about his be* 
ing a man for fFilies and Liberiy^ and againft the 
miniftry. Dr. Johnfon was angry^ that '^ a fellow 
fhould come into ^r company^ who was fit for tw^ 
company.*** He left us foon. 

Col returned from %k% aunt, and told u^ flie in* 
fitted that we (hould come to her houfe th« night, 
(le introduced to us Mr. Campbell, the Duke o£ 

Argyle^ 

• It is DO fmall ftitisfaflion to ipe^to r^fleft, th^t Dr. Jolinfon read 
jfchist and» after being appiired of my intentron» coin.ratinicated to 
me, at fubfequent periods, manv particulars of his life^ which pro- 
bably could not otherwiie IfUve been preferved. 
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Argyle^s faftor m Tyr-yi^ He Was »^eticeel) agree- 
able man. He was goiiifg so Inveraray^ and pw^ 
tnifed to put ktcirs into tlie poft-ofike ^t \H. I 
now found thai IM^Johnfon's defire lo getfeft the 
main land^ arofe from hii anxiety to hnttf an op- 
portunity of conveying letters to his frkttcB. 

Afttr 4inhcri we pfdc*eded to Dr. M*Lean*s, 
-which was ^^t a chile from our inn. He waft 
not at httnie/ but we were received by hid !ady Ad 
daughter, who entmaintil os fo weM, that Dr. J^tltr 
fon.lcemcd quite happy, Wheft%e had Aipped, 
he afked me to give him fome paper 6) write letters* 
I begged hp wbuld write fhon ones, and not expa- "^ 

fiittfy'ni we ought to fet <rfF early. *'*He #as imitated 
b^ thi^, and faid, ** What*mtift b^done; m«ft be 
* done: th^ thing is paft ajoke.**— **Nay, fir, (faid 

I,) Wrtte as muih as you pleafe j but do not blaitifc ^ ^ 
me, if We^tf^ kept?*x days before we get to the ^ 
main land. Votr were vei^y impatient in the morn- 
ing: feut'n6 fooner do you find yourfelf in^good 
'quarters, than yx)U forget that you afe to move.** 
f got ^lifli paper enough, and we parted in good ' 

iiumour, ? * 

Tutt me n6w recoHcft whatever partitulars I havie 
omitted.— In the morning I faid to him, before we 
landed at Tobermorie, " We fhall fee Dr. WPLeart, 
who has written the Hiftory of the M'^Leans.*'-— 
Johnfon:* *' I have no great patience to ftay to hear 
the hiftory of the M'Leans. I would father heur 
the Hiftory of the Thralcs.''-^Whcn on Mull, I 
raid, ** Well, fir, this is the fourth of the Hebrides 
that we have been upf)h.''-^yohnfon. ** Nay, We 
cannot boaft of the number we have feen. • We 
thought we feould fee many more. We thought cjf 
.. • If * ' .failing 
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failing about eafily from ifland to ifland ; and fo we 
Ihould^ had we come at a better feafon*, but we» 
being wife men» thought it wouid be fummer all 
the yau: where we were. Hilrevy, fir, we have 
feen enough to give us a pretty good notion of the 
fyftem of infular life,**-— 

Let me not forget, that he fometimes amuied 

himfelf with very flight reading ; fron^ which, how- 

erer, hi$ converfation (hewed that hPcontrived to 

ffxtr^ fome benefit. At Captain McLean's he read 

a good deal in ff'^E'^ Charmer^ a collection of fongs« 

Friaiff^ iStb Oifoier. 
W^ thii moming fouod that we could not pro« 
ceed, there being 9. violent ftorm of wind and rain, 
and the rivers being impaflable. When I expreficd ^ 
my dilcontent at our confinement. Dr. Jphnfon faid^ 1 
"♦ •* Now that I have had an 9pportUDity of writing ' 

to the main land, I am in no fijph nafte/^ I w^s 

&, amufed with his being fo eafily fatisficd ; ^jfor the 

v^ ' truth was, that the gentleman who was to convey 

♦ our letters, as I was now informed, was not to fet I 

" out for Inveraray for fome time; fo that it was pre 

bable we fliould be there as foon as he : however, 
I did not undeceive my friend, but fuffered him to 
^ .^AJ^y ^is fancy. 

Dr. Johnfon alked, in the evening, to fee Dr. 
McLean's books. He took down Willis d^ Anima 
Brutorumy and pored over it a good dcah .% 
, Mifs M*Lean produced fome Erfe poems by John . 
McLean, who was a famous bard in MuU, and had J 
died only a few years ago. He could jjeitl^r read 
nor write. She read and tranflated two ot them 5 
one, a kind of elegy on Sir John M'X-can*s being 

obliged 
* * 
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otltged to fly huicoisntry in ^ifyi another, % djf* 
Jogue between tfR) iSman CathdRck young ladies,' 
fillers, whether it %as better to be a nun or to mar- 
ry« I could not perceive much poetical imagery iji 
the tranflation. Yet all of our company who un- 
derftood Erfe, Teemed charmed with the original* 
There miay, perhaps, be fbme choice of expreflkn, 
and fome excellence of arrangement, that cannonbe 
ihewn in tranflation. ■ ^ 

After we had exhaufted the Erie poems, oi^hich 
Dr. Johnfon faid nothing, Mifs McLean gave us fe- 
veral tunes on a fpinnet, which, though made fo long 
ago, as in 1667, was ftill very well toned. She 
fung along with it. Dr. Johnfon feemed pleafed with 
the mufick, though he owns he neither likes it^ nor 
has hardly any perception of it. At Mr. M*Pher- 
fon's, in Slate, he told us, that ^^ he knew a drum 
from a trumpet, and a bagpipe from a guittar, 
' which was about the extent of his knowledge of mu* 
lick." To-night he faid, that, ** if he* had learnt 
mufick, he fliould have been afraid he would hmc 
done nothing elfe but play. It was a method of 
employing the mind,, without the labour of thinks 
iQg at all, and with fome applaufe from a man's 
fclf." 

We had the mufick of the bagpipe every day, at 
Armidalc, Dunvegan, and Col. Dr. Johnfon ap- 
peared fond of it, and ufed often to ftand for fome 
time with his ear clofc to the great drone. 

The penurious gentleman of our acquaintance, 
formerly alluded to, afforded us a topick of conver- 
facion to-night. Dr. Johnfon faid, I ought to write 
down a colledion of the inftances of his narrownefs, 
as ;hey almof^ exceeded belief. Col. told us, that 

T 5 O^Kane, 
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0^|law» the famous ^i(k barpir^ was once at th^ 
geiiilanafi*3 ho^i^ He coul4|^o^''find tn bis heart 
to give bim aay money, bat gave bin a key^ 
for % barfs whicb was finely ornamented with go}^ 
and filver, aad^itb a precious flone, and was worth 
ejighty or a hundred guineas* He did not know the 
val^ of it & and when be canae tc^ know it, he wottk^ 
fain^bave bad it bapk ; but O^Kaoe took care that 
he (hould not :*^^Johnf on. " They e^aggipcate the 
value; every body i^ fo* de&roua that he fbouM be 
fkece^. I am very witling U (hould be worth eighty 
or a hundred guineas ; but ( do not believe it.*' — 
BofwelL ^^ 1 do not think O^Kane was obliged tq 
glYfe it back." — JehnfoMm " No, fir. If a man wit^ 
hi» eyffs open, atiid wichom any means ufed to de« 
ceive him, gives me a things I am not to let him 
have it again wbto he grows wifer. I like to fee how 
avarice defeats itfelf : how, when avoiding tp pafi 
with money^ the mi&r gives fometbing more valua- 
ble."— Cot ftid, the gentleman's relations were angry 
at ^l^kis giving away the harp-key, for it had been 
long ift.the family. — Jchnfon. " Sir,, he values a ncv 
guinea more than an old friend." 

Col alfo told us, 4^1 the fame perfoQ; having 
come up with a ferjcarit and twenty men, vrorking 
on the high road, he entered intO' dijfcourfe with the 
ferjeant, and then gave him fixpence for the men to 
drink. The ferjeant afked, " Who is this, ifelbw?**. 
Upon being informed, he faid, ** If I had knows 
wha he was, I ftiould have thrown it in his face."" — 
Jobnfen. " There is much want of fenfc in all this. 
He had no bofinefs to fpeak with "the ferjeant. He 
mighf have been in hafte, and trotted oiu He has. 
not learnt to be a oiifer: I believe we muflrtake him 
' ' , apprentice/* 
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apprcitticc." — BofwilL " He would grudge giving 
half a guinea to bo .taught." — John/on. '* Nay, fir, 
^ ^ you muft teach him gfatis^ You myft give him ac) 
^ opportunity to praidicc your precepts." 

Let me now go back, and glean Johnfotdana.^^ 

The Saturday before we failed from Slate, I fat 

afwhile in rfie afternoon with Dr. Johnfon in his room^ 

. }n a quiet ferious frame. I obferved, that hardl/ 

. any man wsis accurately prepared for dying *, but 

almoft every one left fomcthing undonej Ibrieihing 

ijfi confufion % that my father, indeed, told me b« 

knew one man, (CarliQe of Liofiekilns,) after wbo& 

death all his papers were found in exaft order > ztiA 

nothing was omitted in. his will.— 7^/^»." Sir, J 

had an uncle who died fo^ t|pt fuch attenllodt r6« 

quires great \titau, and great firmnefs of mind. 

If one was to think conftantly of death, the bafine^ 

pf life woald ftand ftiU. I afh no friend to making 

I religion appear too hard. MaHy good people havd 

done harm, by givi^fcvere notions oi it. In tho 

^mc way, as to krarning : I never frighten ywng 

• # people with difficulties ; or the foittrary, I tell them 

that they may very eafily get as much as will do verj^ 

well. I dp not indeed tell them that they will bf ' 

Bentleys3 4. 

The night we rode to CoHPboufc, I fakJ^ " Lord 
Elibank is probably wondering wh^t \% become of 
vs/"— ^^fer/i», •* No, no-, he is not thinking of osu'^ 
r^-BofwelL " But recolleft thp warmth with which he 
wrote. Are we not to believe a man, when he f^ys 
he has a great delire to fee another ? Ifon't you be^ 
lieve that I was very impatient for your coming td 
Scotland l"^— Johnfon. " Yes, fir ; I believe you 
wCre^ and I was impatient to come to you. A young 
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q^an feck fo, but feldotn an old man." I however eoa^ 
vinced him that Lord Elibaak, who has much of the . 
fpiric of a ypung man, might feel fo. — He aOced me 
if our jaunt had anfwered expectation. I faid it ha4 
much exceeded it. 1 expefted much difficulty with 
him, and had not found it* *^ And (he added) 
lyherever we |iave come, we have been received like 
princes in their progrefs." ^ 

He faid| he would not wifli not to be difgufted 
in the Highlands ; for that would be to lofe the 
, power of diftinguiihing, aiid a man might then lie 
down in the middle of them. He wiihed only to 1 
(conceal his difguQ:. 

1^ At Captain M'Lean-s, I mcycioned Pope's friend^ 

SpctuccXr^Jobn/oM. *^ He was a weak conceited 
mzn^.''— Bo/well. "A good fc^olai^ arr—John- 
fon. " Why, no, (lU^^^^Befwell " He was a pretty 
fcholar."T--7^ifoj^. ^* You h^ve about reached 

Laft night at the inn, when, the factor in Tyr-yi 
fpoljue of his having hear<f that a roof was put on 
fome part of the buildings at Icolmkill, I unluckily .% 
iaid, '^ It will be fortunatp if we find a cathedrsd 

«- Svith a roof on it.*' I faid this from a foolifli anxiety 
fo engage Dr. Johnfon's curiofity moret fie took 
me fhor^ at once. *^ W^hat, fir ? how can you talk 
fo P If we ihal) find a cathedral roofed ! as if we 
j|pfe poing to a ifrr^ mogmta : whpn ever^ thing 

i.. *^ that 

f Mf . Lznf^p thinks thif mu§^ haye been the haily expreflipn of 
a fplenetick liioihent, at he has heard Dr. Johnfon fpeak of Mr. 
8pence*s judgement in criticifro with fo high a degree of refped, at 
fo ^ew that this vfras qot his ff^ttlied opinion of him. Let me add that^ 
in the preface to the Precffior^ he recommends Spence*s Efaj on Pope's 
9^^9 ap<i that his admirable Lives of the EngUfll J(oe)|||f'«r^ n^ll 
flurUhed by Spencers Anecdote! of Pope, 
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tlifit is at Icoltnkill is £0 well known. You are 
like (bone I^ew^Englanc^-nien who came co the mouth 
of the Thames. ' Come, (faid they,) let us go up 
and fee what fprt of inhabitants there are here,! 
They talked, fir, as if they bad been to go up the 
gvfqpehapnah, or ^ny other Annerican river/* " 

Satur4ay^ i6tbOllobir. 
This day there was; » fiew moon, and the weather 
changed for the better. Dr. Johi^fon faid of Miis 
M']L.ean, $* She is the moft accomplifhed lady that 
I have found i^ the Highlands. She knows French, 
2X)ufijck» ?nd drawiqgt ^^vs neatly, makes- ihell^ 
worlr, and can pill^.coi|p; in fhort, fhe can do 
every thing. She'talks fenHbly, and is the Qrft: per^ 
ipn whom I haye found, that can tranflate Erfe 

^ poetry lUera}ly/'«-^W^ ||K wt, mounted on little 
Mull hori^s, MuU corr^fponde^d exadly with the 
idea which I had always had of it; a hiljy country, 
^iverfified with heath and grafs, and many rivulets^ 
Dr. Johnfon was not ia very good ^n^air. He 
, ^id, it was a dreary country, much worfe than Sky« 
I differed from him. " .O, fir, (faid he,) a moft do. 
Iprous country T 

We bad a very hard journey to-day. I had no 
bn^le for my (heltie, but only a halter ; and Jofeph 
rpde without a faddle. At one place, a loch having 

ik fwelled over the road, we were obliged to plungt 
through pretty deep water. Dr. Johnlbn obferved, 
ho^ helplefs a man would be, were he travelling 
here alone, and Ibould meet with any accident ; and 
faid^ *^ h^ longed to get to a country offaddles and 
iridks.*^ He was more out of humour to-day, than 
he has been in |he courfe of our Tour, being fretted 

to 
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to &nd that his little horfe could fcarcely fuppdrt 
his weight v-^-and having fuffcrcd a lofs, which, 
though fmall in itfejf, was of fome coiifi;qcience to 
him, while travelling the rugged fteeps of Mull, 
vrhere he was at times obliged to walk. The lof^ 
that I allude to was that of the .l^rge oak-ftick, 
which, as I formerly mentioned, he*had brought 
with him from London, It was of great ufe to him 
in our wild peregrination ;-f||r, ever (ince his hk 
tUnefs in 1 766, he has had a wcaknefs in his knees, 
and has not been able to walk; eafily. It had too ^ 
the properties of a mi^a^re ; for one nail was drivers m 
imo it at the lei^th of a fdbt^ another at that of a 1 

yard. In return for the#rvices i|^d ^ne him, 
be faid, this mormng he would makea prefent of if 
to fome Mufeum ; but he little thought he was fo 
foon to lofe it. As he preferred riding with a fwitch^j # 
it was intrufted to a fellow to be delivered to out 
baggage-man, who followed us at fome diftanee; 
|jut we never faw it more. I could not perfuade hwa 
out of a fcfpjcioft that it had been ftolen. ^* No^' 
no, my friend, (faid he,) it is not to be expefted 9 
that any man in MuH, -who has got rt, wHl part 
with it. Confidcr, fir, the value of fiKrh a piece &/ 
fimber here !*' 

As we travelled this forenoon, we met Dr. 
McLeans who expreflfed much regret at his having 
been fo unfortunate as to be abfetit wttffc we were ^ 
at his houfe. 

We were in hopes to get to Sir AHah Made«tt*» 
at Inchkenneth, co-night ; but the eijght miles, ti 
which our road was faid to confift, were fo very long, 
that we did not reach the oppofite coaft of M utf 
till feven at night, though we had fct out about eleven 
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\n tlie foreAooD-, and when we did arrive th^ie^ we 
found the wiiid ftFong againft^us. Col determinc4 
tj^at we fiioold pafs the night at M^Quarrie's, in the 
ifland of Ulva, which lies beti^eeo MuU and Inch-> 
}ceniieth ^ and ^ fervant was fent forward. to th^ 
ferry^ to fecure the boat for us ; but the boat was 
gone to theUlva 0dc, and the wind was fo high, 
that the ptil^pk could not hear him call ; and the 
night fo dark that they could not fee a fignaL We 
(hould have been in a very bad fuuation^ had there 
pot fortunately been lying in the little found of Ulva 
aq Iriih veflel, the Bonnetta^ of Londoiwierry^ 
, Captain M'Lure, mafter. He himfelf was 4c 
M*Quarrie'&^ but his mfo obligingly came with 
ihcir long-b<Mit, and ferried us over, 

M'Quarrie's houfe was mean j but we were agree- 
ably furprifed with the appearance of the mafter, 
whom we found to be intelligent,^ polite, and J3>uch. 
a man of the world. Though bis cllan is not nu-^ 
meroua, he is. a very ancient Chief, and has a burial 
place at Icokokill. He told us, his family had poC-^^ 
iei&d Ulva for nine hundred yoRrs ; but I was dif> 
trefTed to hear that it was ^on to be fold for 
payooefiKt of his debts*. 

Captain M*Lure, whom we found here, was of 
$cotch extradlion, and properly a M*Leod, being ., 
defcended ctf fome of the M'I.eod?s wb©' went with " **' 
iSir Normand of Bcrnera to the battle of Woreeftcr j 
and after the defeat of the royalifts, fled to Ireland, 
and, to conceal themfelves, took a different name« 
He toid me, there was a great number of them 
about Londonderry ; fome of good property. I faid , 
they fhould now refume their real name. The Laird. 
ef M^Leod Ihould go over, and aflemble tbem^ and 

make 



33« JOURNAL OF A ^Olflt » 

make tfiem all drink the large horn full, and from 
that time they (teulci .be M^Leods — ^The captain 
informed us, he had named his (hip the Bonnettin 
out of gratitude to Providence; for once, when he 
was faiing to America i^ith a good number of paf- 
fengers, the (hip in which he then failed was be* 
calmed for five weeks, and during all that time, 
numbers of the fiih Bonnetta fwam cbfe to her, and 
were caught for food ; he refolved therefore, that 
the (hip he jQiould next get, (hould be called tKe 
Bonnetta. 

M'Quarrie told us a ftrong inftance of the fecond 
fight. He had gone to Edinburgh, and taken a 
man-fervant along wi|h bim. An old woman, who 
was in the houfe, faid one day, •* M^Quarrie will be 
at home to-morrow, and will bring two gentlemen 
with him j'^ and (he faid, (he faw his fervant return 
in red and green. He did come home next day. He 
had two gentlemen with him ; and his (ervant had 
a new red and green livery, which M^Quarrie had 
bought for him at Edinburgh, upon a fudden 
thought, not having the leaft intention when he left 
home to put his fervant in livery ^ fo that the old 
woman could not have heard any previous mention 
of it. This, he a(rurcd us, was a true ftory. 

M'Quarrie infiftcd that the Mercheta Mulierumy 
mentioned ib our old charters, did really mean the 
privilege which a lord of a manor, or a baron, had, 
to have the firft night of all his va(ral's wives. Dr. 
Johnfon faid, the belief of fuch a cuftom having ex- 
ifted was alfo held in England, where there is a 
tenure called Borough Englijh^ by which the eldeffe 
ckild does not inherit, froni a doubt of his being the 
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^ fon of the tenant ♦. " M^Quarric told us, that ftill, 

^ on '^the marriage of each of his tenants^ a iheep is 

due to him ; for which the compofition is fixed at 

five (hillings. I fuppofe, . Ulva is the only place 

where this Q^ftom remains. 

Talking of the fale of an eftate of an ancient fa* 
itaily, which was faid to have been purchafed much 
uiider its value by the confidential lawyer of that, fa* 
tnily, and it being mentioned that the fale would 
probably be let afide by a fuit in equity. Dr. Johnfoa 
(aid, <* I am very willing that this fale fhould be 
j^ ^ afide, but I doubt much whether the fuit will 
be Aiccefsful ; for the argument for avoiding the 
m fale is founded on vague and indeterminate princi- 
ples,— -as that the price was too low, and that theiie 
was a great degree oi confidence placed by the feller 
in the perfon who became the purchafer. Now^ 
how low fliould a price be ? or what decree of con- 
fidence ihould there be to make a bargain be fet 
afide ? a bargain, which is a wager of fkill between 
^ maA and man.— If, indeed, any fraud can be prov« 
cd, that will do." 

When Dr. Johnfon and I were by ourfelves at 
night, I obferved of our hoft, " afpeSfum generofum 
bahet •,"— " et generofum animum^* he added.— *For 
fear of being overheard in the fmall Highland houfes^ 
' I often talked to him in fuch Latin as I could fpeak, 
and with as much of the Englifii accent as I could 
aflTume, fo as not to be undet^ood, in cafe our con- 
verfation 0iould be too loud for the fp^ce. 

We 



• Sir William Blackftone fays In his CommBNTaries, that <<he 
cannot find that ever this cuftom prevailed In England ;** and there* 
.fore he is of opinion that it could not have given rife to Borwgbm 
Englifi. 
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We had each an elegant bed in the fame Ibofft i 
and here it was that a circomftance occurred, as t(* 
which: he has been ftrangely mifunderftood. Fr6ni 
his defcription of his chamber^ it Jias erroneoufly 
been fuppofed, that his bed being too jlioft for him^ 
his feet, during the night, were in the mire ; where-» 
as he has only faid, that when he undrefled, he fell 
his fret in the mire: that is, the clay -floor of ^ 
room, on which he ftood upon before he went into' 
bed, was wet, in confequence of the windows beir^ 
broken, which let in the rain. 

Sunday^ xyth OHoher. 

Being informed that there was nothing worthy of 
obfervation in Uiva, we took boat, and proceeded 
to Inchkcnneth, where we werfe introduced by our 
friend Col to Sir Allan M'Lean, the Chief of his 
clan, and to two young ladies, his daughters. Inch* 
kenneth is a pretty little ifland, a mile long, and 
about half a mile broad, all good land. , 

Afi we walked up from the fhore. Dr. JohnRnV 
heart was cheered by the fight of a road marked 
with cart-wheels, as on the main land; a thing 
which we had not feen for a long time. It gave us 
a pleafure fimilar to that which a traveller feels, 
when, whilft wandering on what he fe^ris is adefert ^ 
ifland, he perceives the print of human hct. 

Military men acquire excellent habits of having 
all ccnveniencies about them. Sir Allan M*Lean, 
who Had been long in the army, and had now a leafe 
of the ifland, had formed a commodious habitation, 
though it confided but of a few fmall buildings, 
only one ftory high. He had> ia his little apart- 
ments. 
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ments, more things than I could enumerate in ak 
page or two. 

Among other agreeable circumftances, it was not 
Xhc leaft, to find here a parcel of the Caledonian 
M^mj-i publiflied fince, we !e^t Edinburgh; which 
1 read with that pleafure which every man ftds who 
has been fijr fome time feduded from the animated 
fcenes of the bufy world. 

E>r, Johnfon found^ books here. He bade me 
buy jBf(hop:Gaftreirs Chriftitm Injiitutes^ which was 
lying in the room. He faid, *' I do not like to 
fcad any thing on a -Sunday, but what is theologi- 
cal s ^<yt that I would fcrupuloiifly refufe to look at 
any thing which a friend (hould fhew me in a news- 
paper; but in general, I wduldread only what id 
theolbgicaL — I read joft now fome of Drummond*s 
Travels^ before I perceived whit books were here, 
I then 'terok' lip Derham's i^yfico-Thcology.'* 
' Evef^ particular concerning this ifland having 
been fo^elt^defcribed by E)r: Johnfon, it would be 
iiiperflaous in me to prcfeht the publick with the 
obfervations that I made upon it, in my journal. 

I was quite eafy with Sir Allan almofl: inftanta- 
neoufly. He knew the great intimacy that had been 
between my father and his predeceffor. Sir Heftor, 
and was himfelf of ^ very frank difpofition. — After 
dinner. Sir Allan faid he had got Dr. Campbell 
about an hundred fubfcribers to his Brita7tnia Eluci- 
data^ (a work fince publiQied under the title of ^ 
Political Survey of Great Britain,) of whom he be- 
lieved twenty were dead, the publication having been 
fo long delayed. — John/on. ** Sir, 1 imagine the de- 
lay of publication is' owing to this; — that, after 
publication, there will be no more fubfcribers, and 

few 
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few 5^111 ..fend the additional guinea to get thek*' 
i>Doks : in which they will be wrong ; for there will 
be a great deal of inftru&ion in the work> I think 
hijghly of CampbelL In the firft place, he has verf 
good parts. In the fecond place,-he has very esc* 
tenfive reading i not, perhaps, what is properly 
called learning, but hiftory^ politicks, and, in ftort^ 
that popular knowledge which makes a man very 
ufefuL In the third place, he has learned mueft by 
what is called the vox viva. He talks with a great 
many people.** 

Speaking of this gentleman, at Rafay, he told 
us, chat he one day called on him, and they tsAkcd 
of TulPs Hujbandry. Dr. Campbell faid ipmethingw 
Dr. Johnlon began to difpute it. ^^ Come, fj^id Dn 
Campbell, we do not want to get the better of one 
another : we want to cncreafe each other's ideas/*— 
Dr. Johnfon took it in good part, and the converfa* 
tion then ^ ent on coolly and inftrudively. — His can- 
dour in relating this anecdote does him much credit^ 
and his condudt on that occafion proves how eafily 
he could be perfuaded to talk from, a better motive 
than *^ for vidlory.** 

Dr. Johnlon here (hewed fo much of the fpirit of 
a Highlander, that he won Sir Allan's heart : in- 
deed, he has (hewn it during the whole of our. 
Tour. — One night, in Col, he ftrutted about the 
room with a broad fword and target, and made a 
formidable appearance ; and, another night, j took 
the liberty to put a !arge blue bonnet on his head. 
His age, his fizc, and his bufhy grey wig, with this 
covering on it, prefcntcd the image of a venerable 
Senachi : and, howcvtr untavourable to the Low- 
land Scots, he Icemed much jplealcd to affuaie the 

appearance 
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if appearance of an ancient Caledonian* We only re- 
1 gretted that he could not be pfevailed with to par- 

It take of the fbcial glafs. One of his arguments 

f againft drinking, appears to me not convincing. He 

urged, that, ^^ in^ proportion as drinking makes a 
r man different fpom what he is before he has drunk, 

it is bad J becaufe it has fo far affcfted his reafon.'* 
I But may it not be anfwered, that a man may be al- 

f tered by it fw the better \ that his fpirits may be 

I exhilarated, without his reafon being afFefted ? On 

the general fubjcft of drinking, however, I, do not 
mean pofitively to take the other fide. I am duHus^ 
nm impmbus. 

In the evening. Sir Allan informed us that it was 
the cuftom of his houfe to have prayers every Sun- 
day ; and Mifs M'Lcan read the evening fervice, in 
vrhich we all joined. I then read Ogden^s fecond and 
ninth Sermons on Prayer, which, with their other 
diftinguiihed excellence, have the merit of being 
fhorc. Dr. Johnfon faid, that it was the moft agree- 
able Sunday he had ever paflfed v and it made fuch 
an imprefllon on his mind,* that he aftefwards wrote 
the following Latin verfes upon Inchkenneth : 

Insula Sancti Kennethi. 
Parva quidem regio, fed relligione priorum 

Nota, Caledonias panditur inter aquas ; 
Voce ubi Cennethus populos domuiiTe ferocet 
Dicitur, et vanos dedocaiiTe deos. 
' Hue ego delatus pbcido per coerula curfa 

•' ^ Scire locum volui quid daret ille npvi. 

* lUic Leniades humili regnabat in aula^ 

Leniades magnis nobilitatus avis : 
. Una duas habuit cafa cum genitore puellas^ 

[ Quas Amor undarum fingeret efTe deas : 

: Non tamen &culti gelidis lataere fub antris^ 

2 Accola 
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Accola Danubii qualia faevDS habet ; 
MoUia non deerant vacuse felatia vit«> \ 

Sivc libros pofcant otia, five lyram. 
Luxerat ilia dies, legis gens doda fupernas 

Spes hominum ac curas cum procul efTe jubet, 
Ponti inter ftrepitus facri non munera cultas 

CeiTarant ; pietas hie quoque cura fuit : 
Quid quod facriiici verfavit femina iibros> 

Lcgitimas faciuxit peftora pura preces. 
Quo vagor ulterius ? quod ubique requiritur hiC ell ; 

Hie fecura quies> hie et honeilus amor. 

Monday^ \%th OSlober. 

We agreed to pafs this day with Sir Allan, and 
he engaged to have every thing in order for our 
voyage to-morrow. 

Being now foon to be feparated from our amiable 
friend young Col, his merits were all remembered 
At Ulva he had appeared in a new charaQ:er, hav- 
ing given us a good prefcription for a cold. On my 
mentioning him with warmth, Dr, Johnfon faid, 
^« Col does every thing for us: we will ereft a fta* 
tue to Col." — " Yes, faid I, and we will have him 
with his various attributes and charafters, like Mer- 
cury, or any other of the heathen gods* We will 
have him as a pilot ; we will have him as a fiflier- 
man, as a hunter, as a hufbandman, as a phy- 
fician." 

I this morning took a fpade, and dug a little 
grave in the floor of a ruined chapel, near Sir Allan 
McLean's houfe, in which I buried fome human 
bones I found there. Dr. Johnfon praifed mc 
for what I had done, though he owned, he could not 
have done it. He (hewed in the' chapel at Rafay 
his horrour at dead men*s bones. He (hewed it 
^gain at Col's hoyfe^ In the Charter-room there 

was 
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"was a remarkable large (hin-bone, which was faid to 
have been a bone of John Garve, one of the lairds. 
Dr. Johnfon would not look at it 5 but ttartcd 
away. 

At breakfafti I afked, " What is the reafon that 
we are angry at a trader's having opulence?"-— 
Johnfon. " Why, fir, the reafon is, (though I don't 
undertake to prove that there is a' reafon,) we fee no 
' qualities in trade that fhould entitle a man to fupe- 
riority. We are not angry at a foldier's getting 
riches, becaufe we fee that he poffeffes qualities 
which we have not. If a man returns from a battle, 
having loft one hand, and with the other full of 
gold, we feel that he defcrves the gold \ but we 
cannot think that a fellow, by fitting all day at a 
defk, is entitled to get above us.**—BofwelL " But, 
fir, may we not fuppofe a merchant to be a man of 
an enlarged mind, fuch as Addifon in th^ SpeSlator 
defcribes Sir Andrew Freeport to have been ?" — 
Johnfon. " Why, fir, we may fuppofe any fiftitious 
character. We may fuppofe a philofophical day- 
labourer, who is happy in reflefting that, by his la- 
bour, he contributes to the fertility of the' earth, 
and to the fupport of his fellow- creatures ; but we 
find no fuch philofophical day-labourer. A merchant 
may, perhaps, be a man of an enlarged mind ; but 
there is nothing in trade connefted with an enlarged 
mind." 

I mentioned that I had heard Dr. Solander fay 
,hc was a Swedilh Laplander. — Johnfon. *' Sir, I 
don't believe he is a Laplander. The Laplanders 
are not much above four feet high. He is as tall 
as you ; and he has not the copper colour of a 
Laplander." — Bofwell. " But what motive could 

Z 2 he 
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he have to make himfelf a Laplander ?" — Johnfm. 
" Why, fif, he muft either mean the word Lap- 
lander in a very excenfive fenfe, or may mean a 
voluntary degradation of himfelf. * For all my being, 
the great man that you fee me now, I was originally 
a Barbarian j* as if Burke ftiould fay, * I came ever 
a wild Iriftiman/ — which he might fay in his pre- 
fent ftate of exaltation." 

Having exprefled a defire to have an ifland like 
Inchkenneth, Dr. Johnfon fet himfelf to think what 
would be neceffary for a man in fuch a ficuation.. 
«* Sir, I Ihould build me a fortification, if I came 
to live here ; for, if you have it nor, what fhould 
hinder a parcel of ruffians to land in the night, and 
carry off every thing you have in the houfe, whicb^ 
in a remote country, would be more valuable than 
cows and flieep ? add to all this the danger of hav* 
ing your throat cut." — BofwdL ** I would have a 
large dog." — Johnfon. "So you may, 'fir; but a 
large dog is of no ufe but to alarm." — He, however, 
I apprehend, thinks too lightly of the power of that 
animal. I have heard him fay, that he is afraid of 
no dog. " He would take him up by the hinder 
legs, which would render him quite helplefs,— ^and 
then knock his head againft a ftone, and beat out 
his brains." — Topham Beauclerk told me, . that at 
his houfe in the country, two large ferocious dogs 
were fighting. Dr. Johnfon looked fteadily at them 
for a little while ; and then, as one would feparate 
two little boys, who are foolifhly hurting each other^ 
he ran up to them, and cuffed their heads till be 
drove them afunder. But few men have his intre- 
pidity, Herculean ftrength, or prefcnce of mind. 

Moft 
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Moff thieves or robbers woirid be afraid to encoiin- 
tJcr.imaftifc 

I obferred, that, when young Col talked of the 
iands belonging io his family, he always faid, " tny 
lands/' For this he had a plaufibfe pretence \ for 
he told tne, there has been a cuftom in this family^ 
that the laird refigns the eftate to the eldeft fon when 
he comes 6f age, referring to himfelf only a certain 
li&^rent. He faid, it v^asa volutary cuftom ; but - 
I think I found an inftance in. the chartertroom, that 
there was fuch an obligation in a contrad of mar* 
riage. If the cuftom was voluntary, it was only cu- 
tious ; but if founded on obligation, it might be 
dangerous ; for I have been told, that in Otaheite, 
whenever a child is born, (a fon, I think,) the father 
lofes his right to the eftate and honours, and that 
this unnatural, or rather abfurd cuftom, occafions 
the murder of riiany children. 
. Young Col told us he could run down a grey- 
hound; " for, (faid he,) the dog runs himfelf out 
cf breath, by-going too quick, and then I get up 
jfrith Mm/* ' I accounted, for his advantage. ovfcr the 
dog, by rernarking that Col had the faculty of rea* 
fon^ and kiacwhow to. jmoderaCb lais padc, which the 
dog had notferifc crxwagh to do;::::I>. Johrifon faid, 
** He is a noble ahipiaL He is as complete ^n 
ifla^ider as thc-^mind cafe figure. Htnia a farmer, a 
feilor, a hunter, a fifi^: he wHl-run you down a. 
dog: . if ahy man has a tml, it is CoL He is hdf- 
picable;^ and he has an mtrepidity of talk, whethef 
he underftands the fubjcdt or not. I rjgrct that be 
is. «ot more intelleftual." 

' Dr. Johnfon obferved, that there was nothing of 
which he would not undertake to perfuadc a French- 

Z 3 man 
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man in a foreign country. " I'll carry a French- 
man to St. Paul's Church-yard, and 1*11 tell him, 
* by our law you may walk half round the church; 
but, if you walk round the whole, you will be 
punilhed capitally :' and he will believe me at once. 
Now, no Englilhman would readily fwallow fuch a 
thing : he would go and inquire of fomebody elfe.** 
—The Frenchman's credulity; I obferved, muft be 
owing to his being accuftomed to implicit fub- 
miflion; whereas every Englifhman reafons upon 
the laws of his country, and inftrufts his reprefen* 
tatives, whojcompofe the. leg'iflature. 

This day was paffed in Icioking at a.fmallifland 
adjoining Inchkenneth, which afforded nothing wor* 
thy of obfervation ; and. in fuch focial and gay en- 
tertainments as* our little Ibciety could fumrlh. 

Tuefday^ i^tb Sober. 

After breakfaft we took leave of the young ladies, 
and of our excellent companion Co], to whom wc 
had been fo miich obliged "He had ncfw put us un-^ 
der the care of his Chief ; and was tx) haften back 
to Sky. We parted from^ hfrn^with very ftVong feel- 
ings of kindnefs and gratittrfe ; and wc hoped to 
have had fome future opportunity of proving to him 
the fmcerity of what, we felt ; but in the following 
year he was ohfortunacely loft in the Sound between 
XJlva and Mull ; and this imperfcft memorial, join- 
ed to the high honour of ieing tenderly and re* 
fpeftfully mentioned by Dr. Johnfon, is the only 
return whiclj the, uncertainty of human events has 
permitted us to make to this deferving young man. 

Sir Allan, who obligingly undertook to accom- 
pany us to Icolmkill had a ftrong good boat, with 

four 
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four ftout rowers. We coafted along Mull till we 
reached Griboriy where is what is called Mackinnon's . 
cave, compared with which that at yiinifh is in- 
cpnfiderable. It is in a rock of a great height, 
clofe to the fea. Upon the* left of its entrance there . 
<is a cafcade, almoft perpendicular from the top to 
the bottom of the rock* There is a tradition 
that it was condudte^ thither artigqially, to fupply 
the inhabitants of th^ cave with water. Dr. John- 
fon gave no credit tp this tradition... As, on the 
one hand, his faith in the Chriftian religip;i is firm- 
ly founded upon good grounds ; fo, on the. other,, 
he is incredulous when there is no fufficient reafon for 
belief 5 being in this refpedt juft the reverfe of mo* 
dern infidels, who, however nice and fcrupuloua ia 
weighing the evidences of religion, are yet often fo, 
ready to. believe the moft abfurd and improbable 
tales of another nat;ijrey that Lord Hailes well ob- 
fcrvecl,^ a good eflay; naight be written Sur la credu^ 
U(e des Ittcndules. ' ^ ' ' 

The height of this qaye I cannot tell with any 
tolerable cxaftnefs : but it feemed to be very loifty, 
and to be a pretty reguiar arch. We penetrated, by 
candlelight, a great wayj by our meafurement, no 
lefs than four: hundred and eighty- five feet. Tra- 
dition lays, that a piper and twelve men once ad- 
vanced into this cave, nobody can tell how far % and 
never returned. At the diftance to which we pro- 
ceeded the air was quite pure ; for the candle burned 
freely, without the lead appearance of the flame 
growing globular ; but as we had only one, we 
thought it dangerous to venture farther, left, fhould 
it have been extinguiftied, we Ihould have bad no 
means of afcertaining whether we could remain with- 

Y 4 out 



344 JOURNAL OF A TOUR 

out danger. Dr. Johnfon faid, this ^as the greaieft 

natural curblky he had ever feeh. 

We faw the iflarid of St^afFa, at no vety great 
diftance, but tould not bnd Upon k^ the fisrge was 
fo high on its rocky coaft. 

Sir AUan, anxious for the honour df Mtill» was 
ftili talking of its wv^ds^ and pointing them out to 
Dr. Johnfon, as appearing at a diftance on the (kites 
of that ifland,*^s we faited aldng.v— y^^^yi?^. «« Sir^ 
I faw at Tobernroric what they called a wt)od, which 
1 unluckily took for hentb. If you (hew me what 
I (hall takef6r/«r2?e, it will be fomething.'* 

In the afternoon wc went a(bore oh the ^pbdft of 
Mull, and partook of a cold repaft, which wc car* 
' ricd With us. We hoped to have procured (bme rum 
6t* brandy for our boatmen and lervants, from a 
pubiick-houfe near where we landed ; but uhfor- 
funatciy a funeral a few days before had exhai:dled 
ill their (lore. Mr. Campbell hqwevef, one of the 
Duke of Argyle*s tackfmen, who lived in the neigh- 
bourhood, on receiving g me(iage from Sir AUan, 
fent ns a liberal fupply. 

Wc continued to coaft along Mull, and paHed 
by Nuns* Ifland, which, it is faid, belonged to the 
'nuns of Icolmkill, and from which, we were toH, 
ifie ftx)ne for the buildings there was taken. As we 
failed along by moon-lfght, in a fea fomewhat rough, 
arrd often between black and gloomy rocks, Dr, 
' johnfon fard, ♦* If this be not roving among the He* 
ifrides^ nothifig is.**— The repetition of words which 
lie had fo bften previoufly ufed, made a ftrong im- 
preflion on my imagination; and, by a natural 
tio^frt of thinking, led nre to confidcr how our pre- 

fem 
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fcnt adircrttutel woukl appear to me at a future 
peHod. 

I have often experienced, that fcenes through 
vihich a mao hj^s paffed, improve by lying in the 
memory : they grow mellow, jSi laiores funt ju*- 
cumU. This may be owin^ tjo (iomparing tbem with 
prefenf liflkft eafe. Even harfh fcenes acquire a 
foftncfs by length of time*^ and fome are like very 
loud founds^ whkh do not pleafb, or at leaft do not 
^eafe fo much^ till you are removed to a certain 
diftance. They may be compared to ftrong -coarfe 
piftures, *rhich will not bear to be viewed near. 
Even ple^fing fcenes improve by time, and feem 
more.exquifite in recoUedion, than when they were 
prefent ; if they have not faded to dimnefe. in tte 
memory. Perhaps, there is fo much evil in every 
human enjoyment, when prefent,- — fo much dro& 
miiccd with it, that it requires to be refine4 by timC| 
and yet I do not fee why time fhpuld not melt away 
the good and the evil in equal propprtions ;— ^why 
the fhade fhould decay, and the light remain in pre- 
fcrvation. ; 

After a tedious fail, which, by our following va- 
rious turnings of the coaft of Mull, was extended 
to about forty miles, it gave, us no fmall pleafure to 
perceive a light in the village at Icolmkill, in whicl^ 
almod all the inhabitants of the ifland live, clofe to 
where the ancient building ftood. As we approached 
the fhore, the tower of the cathedral, juft difcerna«- 
ble in the air, was a pidurefque objeft. 

When we had landed upon the facred place^' 

which, 

* I have lately obferved that this thought has been elegantly 
.exprefled by Cowley : 

« Things which offend when prefent^ and affright 
^* In memory, ^ell painted, move delight* 
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which, as long as I can remember, I had thought 
on with veneration. Dr. Johnfon and I cordially- 
embraced. We had long talked of vifiting Icolm« 
kill 'y and, from the latenefs of the feafon, were at 
times very doubtful whether we ihould be able to 
cfie6t our purpofe. To have feen it, even alone^ 
would have given me great facisfadion ; but the 
venerable fcene was rendered much more pleafing 
by the company of my great and' pious friend, who 
was no iefs aScdted by it than I was ; and who has 
defcribed the imprcffions it fhould make on the 
mind, with fuch ftrength of thought, and energy of 
language, that I Ihall quote his words, as convey- 
ing my own fenfations much more forcibly than I 
am capable of doing: 

*' WE were now treading that illuftrious Ifland, 
which was once the luminary of the Caledonian re- 
gions, whence favage clans and roving barbarians 
derived the benefits of knowledge, and the blcflTings 
of religion. To abftraft the mind from all local 
emotion would be impoffible, if it were endeavoured, 
and would be foolifh if it were poffible. Whatever 
withdraws us from the power of our fenfes, what- 
ever makes the paft, the diftant, or the future, pre* 
dominate over the prefent, advances i>s in the dig- 
nity of thinking beings. Far from me, and from 
my friends, be fuch frigid philofophy as may con- 
duft us indifferent and ' unmoved over any ground 
which has been dignified by wifdom, bravery or vir- 
tue. That man is little to be envied, whofe patri- 
otifm would not gain force upon the plain of Mara^- 
thofty or whofe piety would not grow warmer among 
the ruins of lona * P* Upon 

* Had gur Tour produced nothing elfe but this fublime pnflTage, 
the world muft have acknowledged that it was not made in vai». 
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Upon hearing thjat Sir Allan M*Lean was ar- 
rived, the inhabitants, who ftill confider themfelves 
as the people of M*Lean, to whom the iiland for- 
merly belonged, though the Duke of Argyle has at 
prefent pofleffion of it, ran eagerly to him^ 

We were accommodated this night in a large barn, 
the ifland affording no lodging that we fliould have 
liked fo.well. Some good hay was ftrewed at one 
end of it, to form a bed for us, upon which wc lay 
with our clothes on ; and we were furnilhed with. 
blankets from the village.. Each of us had a port- 
manteau, for a pillow. When I aWaked in the morn^.' 
ing, and looked round me, I could not help fmiling 
at the idea of the chief of the M'Lcans, the great 
£ngli{h IJJoralift, and myfelf, lying thus extended 
in fuch a fituation. 

. •' I'.'.i ^ . ' ' 

..^ JVednefday^ 20tb OSloher. 

. .E^rjy'iin tlie mprning we furveyed the remains of 
aotiquii;y; ^ this place, accompanied by an illiterate 
/ellpw,. :as Cicerone^ who called himfelf a defcendant 
cfja cQjufift^of Saint Columba, the founder of the 
rdigicfuiyeftablifliment here. As I knew that many 
|>erfons had already examined them, and as I faw Dr. 
Johnft^n infpeding and meafuring feveral of the 
ruins : of -iiy flic h be has^fince given fo full an account, 
my mind was quiefcent ; and I refolved to droll 
among them at my eafe, to take no trouble to in- 
veftigate minutely, and only receive the general im- 
preflion of folemn antiquity, and. the particular ideas 
of fuch objefts as Ihould of themfelves ftrike my 
^attention. 

Wc 

The prefent refj>«6lable Prefident of the Royal Society was io much 
Aruck on reading it, that he clafped his hands together^ and i'emaia<» 
fid for Tome lime in an attitude of (ilent admiration. 
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W« walked from the monaftery of Nuns to the 
great church or cathedral, as they call it, along an 
old broken caufeway. They told us, that this had beea 
li ftreeti and that there were good houfes built on 
each fide% Pr. Johnfon doubted if it was .any thing 
ifiore than a pared road for the nuns. The convent 
of Monks, the great church, Oran's chapel, and 
four other chapels, are fttll to be difcerned. But I 
muft own that Icolmkill did not anfwer my expec^ 
Rations ; for they were high, from what I had read 
of it, and ftill more from what I had heard and 
thought of it, from my earlieft years. Dr. JohnfoR 
faid, it came up to his expectations, becaufe he had 
taken his impreiBon from an account of it fubjoined 
to SacheverePs Hiftory of the Ifle of Man, where it 
is faid, there is not much to be feen here.. We were , 
both difappointed, when we were ftiewn what are 
called the monuments of the kings of Scotland, 
Ireland, and Denmark, and of a King df jFrance. 
There are only fome grave-ftones flat on the earth, 
and we could fee no infcriptions. How far fliort 
was this of marble monuments, like thofe in Weft- 
minfter- Abbey, which I had imagined here ! The 
grave-ftones of Sir Allan McLean's family, and of 
that of M'Quarrie, had as good an appeal^ance as 
the royal grave-ftones ; if they were rbyal, we 
doubted. 

My eafmefs to give credit to what I heard in the 
^ourfe of our Tour was too great. Dr. Johnfon^s 
peculiar accuracy of ioveftigation detefted much 
traditional fiftian, and many grofs miftakes. It is , 
not to be wondered at, that he was provoked by 
people carelefsly telling him, with the utmoft readi* 
nefs and confidence, what he found, on queftioning 

them 
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them a little more, wfts erroneous. Of thfa there 
were innumerable inftances, 

I left him and Sir Allan at breakfail in our barn, 
and ftole back again to the cathedral, to indulge ia 
folitude and devout meditation. While contem** 
plating the venerable ruins, I refle&ed with muck 
fatisfa£tion^ that the fo)emn fcenes of piety never 
lofe their fanftity and influence, though the caret 
and follies of life may prevent us from vifiting them,^ 
or may even make us fancy that their effeds are 
only " as yefterday, when it is paft," and never 
again to be perceived. I hoped, that, ever after 
having been in this holy place, I fhould maintain 
an exemplary condu6t. One has a ftrangc pro* 
penfity to fix upon fome point of time from whence 
. a better courfe of life may begin. 

Being defirous to vifit the oppofite fhorc of the 
ifland, where Saint Columba is faid to have landed^ 
I procured a horfe from one M*Ginnis, who ran 
along as my guide. The M^Ginnifes are faid to be 
a branch of the clan of McLean. Sir Allan had 
been told that this man had refufed to fend him fome 
rum, at which the knight was in great indignation. 
•' You rafcal !-{faid he,) don't you know that I can 
hang you, if I pleafe ?" — Not adverting to the 
Chieftain's power over his clan, I imagined that 
Sir Allan had known of fome capital crime that the 
fellow had committed, which he could difcover, and 
fo get him condemned ; and faid, " How fo ?"-^ 
** Why, (faid Sir Allan,) are they not all my peo- 
ple ?" — Senfible of my inadvertency, and moft will- 
ing to contribute what I could towards the continu- 
. ation of feudal authority, ^* Very true." faid L— 
Sir Allan went on : " Refufe to fend rum to me, 

you 

5 
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you rafcal ! Don^t you know that, if I order yoii 
to go and cut a man's throat, you are to do it ?'*— * 
** Yes, an't pleafe your honour ! and my own too, 
tod hang myfclf too/* — The poor fello^ denied that 
he had refufed* to fend the rum. His tViaking thefc 
profeffions was not merely a pretence inlprcfence of 
his Chief; for after he and I were out .of Sir Allan's 
hearing, he told me, "Had he fent his dog for the 
rum, I would have given it : I would cut my bones 
for him."-*-It was very remarkable to find fuch an 
attachment to a Chief, though he had then no con- 
ncftion with the ifland, and had not been there for 
fourteen years. — Sir Allan, by way of upbraiding 
the fellow, faid, " I believe you are a CampbelL^ 

The place which I went to fee is about two miles 
from the village. They call it Portawherry^ from 
the wherry in which Columba came ; though, when 
they ihew the length of his vcflel, as marked on the 
beach by two heaps of ftones, they fay, " Here is 
the length of the Currach^^ ufing the Erfe word. 

Icolmkill is a fertile ifland. The inhabitants ex- 
port fome cattle and grain ; and I was told, they 
import nothing but iron and fait. They are indui^ 
trious, and make their own woollen and linen cloth; 
and they brew a good deal of beer, which we did 
not find in any of the other iflands. • 

We fet fail again about mid-day, and in the 
evening landed on Mull, near tlie houfe of the Re- 
verend Mr. Neal M*Leod, who having been in- 
formed of our coming, by a meflage from Sir Allan, 
came out to meet us. We were this night very 
agreeably entertained at his houfe. Dr. Johnfon ob- 
fcrved to rre, that he was the cleaneft- headed man 
that he had met with in the Weftern iflands. He 

fcemed 
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fcemed to be well acquainted with Dr. Johnfon's 
writings, and courteouQy faid, *^ I have been often 
obliged to you, though I never had the pleafure of 
feeing you before." 

He told us, he had lived for fome time in St 
Kilda, under the tuition of the minifter or catechifl: 
there, and had there firft read Horace and Virgil. 
Xhe fcenes which they defcribe muft have been a 
ftrong contraft to the dreary wafte around him. 

^Imrfday, 2iji OSiober. 
This morning the fubjedt of politick? was intro« 
duced. — John/on. " Pulteney was as paltry a fellow 
as could be. He was a Whig, who pretended to 
, be honeft ; and you know it is ridiculous for a Whig 
to pretend to be honeft. He cannot hold it out.**— 
He called Mr. Pitt a meteor ; Sir Robert Walpole a 
fixed ftar.— He faid, " It is wonderful to think that 
all the force of government was required to prevent • 
Wilkes from being chofen the chief magiftrate of 
London, though the liverymen knew he would rob 
their (hops, — knew he would debauch their daugh- 
ters V* 

Bofwettj 

• I think it incumbent on me to make fomc obfervation on thit 
ftrong fatirical Tally on my claflUcal companion, Mr. Wilkes« Re* 
porting it lately from memory, in his prefence, I exprel&d it thus;— 
«* They knew he would rob ther fliops, if he durft \ they knew he 
would debauch ^their daughters, if bs could '^^^ which, according to 
the French pnrafe, may be faid rencberir on Dr, Johnfon j but on 
looking into my Journal, I found it as above, and would by no 
means make any addition. Mr. Wilkes received both readings with 
a good humour that I cannot enough admire. Indeed both he and 
I (as, with refpeil to myfelf, the reader has more than once had oc** 
. cafion to obferve in the courfe of this Journal,) are too fond of a bom 
MOti not to relifh it, though we ihould be ourfelves theobjeA of it. 

Lei 
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Bofw$lL '' The Hiftory of England is fo ftrangeji 
that, if it Mrere not fo well vouched as it is, it would 
hardly he credible.*'— 7<?i&«/J?;r. "Sir, if it were told a3 
fhortly, and with as little preparation for introducing 
the different events, -as the Hiftory qf the Jcwifti 
Kings, it would be equally liable to objedions of 
improbability." — Mr. M*Leod was much pleafed 
with the juftice and novelty of the thought. — Dr. 
Johnfon illuftrated what he had faid, as follows: 
♦* Take, as an inftance, Charles the Firft's concef- 
fions to his parliament, which were greater and 
greater, in proportion as the parliament grew more 
infolent, and lefs defcrving of truft. Had thcfe con- 
ceffions been related nakedly, without any detail of 
the circumftances which generally led to them., they 
would not have been believed." 

Sir Allan McLean bragged, that Scotland had the 
advantage of England, by its having more water. 
Johnfon. " Sir we would not have your water, tp 
take the vile bogs which produce it. You have too 
njuch ! A man who is drowned has more water than 
either of us ;'*-^and then he laughed. — (But this 
;Was furely robuft fophiftry : for the people of taftc 
in England, who have feen Scotland, own that its 
variety of rivers and lakes makes it naturally more 
beautiful than England, in that refpeft.) — Purfuing 
his vidory over Sir Allan, he proceeded : " Your 

country 

Let me add, in jufticc to the gentleman here mentioned^ that at 
a fubfequent period, he nxjas elected chief magiftrate of London| and 
difcharged the duties of that high office with great honour to him- 
felf, and advantage to the city.—Some years before Dr, Johnfon died, 
I was fortunate enough to bring him and Mr, Wilkes together; the 
confeqiience of which was, that they were ever afterwards on cafy and 
not unfriendly terms. The particulars I (hall have great pleafure in 
relating at large in my Life or Dr. Johnson. 
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cbuntry confifts of two things, done and water. 
There is, indeed, a little earth above the ftone in 
fome places, but a very little; and the ftone is al- 
ways appearing. It is like a man in rags; the 
naked flcin is ft ill peeping out " 

He took leave of Mr. M*Leod, faying, " Sir, 
I thank you for your entertainment, and your con- 
verfation." 

Mr. Campbell, who had been fo polite yefterday,' 
came this morning on purpofe to breakfaft with us, 
and very obligingly furnifhed us with horfes to pro- 
ceed on our journey to Mr. M*Lean*s of Lochbuy^ 
where we were to pafs the night. We dined at. the 
houfe of Dr. Alexander M'Lean, another phyfician 
in Mull, who was fo much ftruck with the uncom- 
mon converfation of Dr. Johnfon, that he obferved 
to me, " This man is juft a hogjheiid of fenfe." 

Dr. Johnfon faid of the Turkijh Spy^ which lay In 
the room, that it told nothing but what every body 
might have known at that time ; and that what was 
good in it, did not pay you for the trouble of read- 
ing to find it,, 

After a very tedious ride, through what appeared 
CO me the moft gloomy and defolate country I had 
ever beheld, we arrived, between feven and eight 
o'clock, at Moy^ the feat of the Laird of Lochbuy.—* 
J5«y, in Erfe, fignifies yellow, and I at firft imagined 
that the loch or branch of the fea here, was thus de- 
nominated, in the fame manner as the Red Sea ; but 
I afterwards learned th^t it derived its name from a 
hill above it, which being of a yellowifli hue, has 
the epithet of Buy. 

We had heard much of Lochbuy's being a great 
roaring braggadocio, a kind of Sir John Falftaff, 

A a both 
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both in fize and manners j but we found that they 
had fwelled him up to a fiftitious fize, and clothed 
Jiim with imaginary qualities — Col's idea of him 
was equally extravagant, though very different : he 
told us> he was quite a Don Quixote ; and faid, he 
would give a great deal to fee him and Dr. Jphnfon 
together. The truth is, that Lochbuy proved to 
be only a bluff, comely, noify old gentleman, proud 
of his hereditary confequencc^ and a very hearty and 
Hofpitable landlord. Lady Lochbuy was fitter to 
Sir Allan M'Lean, but much older. He faid to me, 
*? They are quite Antediluvians.^^ Being told that Dr. 
jfohnfon did not hear well, Lochbuy bawkd out to 
him, " Are you ofthe Johnftons of Glencro^ or. of 
Ardnamurchan ?"— Dr. Jobnfon gave him a fignU 
ficant look, but made no anfwer j and I told Loch- 
. buy that he was not Johnf/^», but John/i», and that 
he was an Englifhman. 

Lochbuy fome years ago tried to prove bimfelf a 
weak man, liable to impofkion, or, as we term it 
in Scotland, a: facik man, in order to fet afide a 
leafe which he had granted j ' but failed m the at- 
tempt. On my mentioning this circumftance to Dr* 
Johnfon^ he feemed much furprized that fuch a fuic 
was admitted by the Scottifh law, and obferved, thac 
^^ in England no man is allowed to fiuUify hio)? 
felf*^" 

Sir Allan, Lochbuy, and I, bad the converfatiop 
chiefly to ourfelvcs to-night : Dr. Johnfon, being 
extremely weary, went to b^d ibon after fuppcr, 

* This mflxiiTi> bow^Tery has been controverted. See Blackftone^t 
C4>MMENTARXfi9,^yo2, II, p.«9s \ and tke autboritiM thero<|uotedlb 
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Frida;^^ lidOUober. 

Before Df. Johnfoh came to treakfaffii -I^adj^ 
Lochbuy faid, "he was z dungeon of witj'*-a verj^ 
common phrafe in Scotland to cxprefs d profound- 
nefs of iritelleft, though he afterwards told me^ tha£ 
he never had heard it. She propofed that he (hould 
have fome cold {heep*s-head for breakfaft. Sir Allan 
feemed difpleafed at his fiftert vulgarity, and won- 
dered how fuch a thought Ihould come into htt 
head* From a mifcheivous love of fport, I took 
the lady^s part ; and . very, gravely faid, " I think' 
it is but fair to give' him an ofirr of it. If he does 
not chqbfe it, he may let it alone.'*-^" 1 think fo,** 
faid the iady, looking, at her brother with an air of 
viftory. Sir Allan, finding the matter defperatei 
ftrutted about the room,' and took fnufF. When Dr. 
Johnfon came in^ flie called to him, "Do- you 
choofe any cold fheepVheadj fir ?'*-^" No^ 
Madam,** faid he, with a tone of furprife and 
anger.-^" It is here, fir,'* faid Ihe, fuppofing htf 
had refufed it to fave the trouble of bringing it in. 
They thus went on at Crols purpofes, till he con* 
firmed his refufal in a manner not to be mifunder- 
flood \ while I fat quietly by, and enjoyed my 
fuccefs. / 

After breakfaft, We furveyed the old caftle^ m 
the pit or dungeon of which Lochbuy had fome 
years before taken upon him to imprifon feveral per- 
fbns^; and though he had been fined in a confidera- 
ble fum by the Court of Jufticiary, he was fo little 
affefted by it, that while we were examinmg the 
cfungeon, he faid to me, with a finile, " Your fa- 
ther knows fomething of this \* (alluding to my 

A a 2 father'^ 
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father's having fat as one of the judges on his trial.) 
Sir Allan whifpered me, that the laird could not 
he pcrfuaded, that he had loft his heritable jurif- 
di&ion. 

We then fet out for the ferry, by which we were 
to crofs to the main land of Argylefliire, Lochbuy 
and Sir Allan accompanied us. We were told much 
* of a war-faddle, on which this reputed Don Quixote 
ufed to be mounted ; but we did, not fee it, for the 
young laird had applied it to a lefs noble purpofe, 
having taken it to Falkirk fair with a drove of Mack 
cattle. 

We bade adieu to Lochbuy, and to our very 
kind conduftor. Sir Allan M*Lean, on thefliore of 
Mull, and then got into the ferry-boat, the bottom 
of which was ftrewed with branches of trees or 
bufhes, upon which we fat. We had a good day 
and a fine palTage, and in the evening landed at 
Oban, where we found a tolerable inn. After hav-^ 
ing been fo long confined at different times in iflands, 
from which it was always uncertain when we could 
get away, it was comfortable to be now on the main 
land, and to know that, if in health, we might get 
to any place in Scotland or England in a certain 
number of days. 

Here we difcovered from the conjeftures which 
were formed, that the people on the main land 
were intirely ignorant of our motions ; for in a 
Glafgow news-paper we found a paragraph, which, 
as it contains a juft and well-turned compliment to 
my illuflrious friend, I (hall here infert : 

*' We are well affured that Dr. Johnfon is con- 
" fined .by tempeftuous weather to the ifle of Sky i 
" it being unfi^fc to venture, in a fmall boat upon 
*' fuch a ftormy furgc as is very common there at 

« thb 



TO THE HEBRIDES. 357 

" this time of the year. Such a philofopher, dc- 
^' tained on an almoft barren hland, refembles a 
•* whale left upon the ftrand. The latter will be 
•* welcome to every body, on account of his oil, 
•* his bone, &c. and the other will charm his com^ 
•* panions, and the rude inhabitants, with his fupc- 
** rior knowledge and wifdom, calm refignation, 
** and unbounded benevolence/* 

Saturday^ 2^d OSlober. 
After a good night's reft, we breakfafted at our 
leifure. We talked of Goldfmith*s ^raveller^ of 
which Dr. Johnfon fpoke highly ; and, while I 
was helping him on with his great coat, he repeated 
from it the charafter of the Britilh nation, which he 
did with fuch energy, that the tear ftarted into his 
eye : 

** Stem o*cr each bofbm reafow holds her ft ate. 
** With daring aims irregularly great, 
*' Pride in their port, defiance in their eye, 
** I fee the lords of humankind pafs by, 
" Intent on high defigns, a thoughtful band, 
*' By forms unfafhion'd, frefli from nature's hand; 
'•' Fierce in their native hardinefs of foul, 
** True to imagin'd right, above control, 
•* While cv'n the peafant boafts thefe rights to fcan^ 
•' And learns to venerate himfelf as man." 

We could get but one bridle here, which, accord- 
ing to the maxim detur digniori^ was appropriated 
to Dr. Johnfon's {hchie. I and Jofeph rode with 
halters. We crofled in a ferry-boat a pretty wide 
lake, and on the farther fide of it, clofe by the 
fliore, found a hut for our inn. We were much 
wet, I changed my clothes in part, and was at 
pains to get myfelf well dried. Dr. Johnfon refo- 
Aa 3 lutely 
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luti^ly kept on all his clothes, wet as they wcre^ 
letting them fte.am* before the fmoky turf fire. 1 
thought him in the wrong-, but his ^rmnefs w^s, 
perhaps, a fpecies of heroifm, 

I remember but little of our converfation. I 
mentioned Shenftone's faying of Pope, that he had 
the art of condenfing fenfe more than any body* 
Dr. Johnfon faid, '* It^ is not true, fir. There is 
more fenfe in a line of Cowley than in a page (or 
a fentence, or tpn lines, — I am not quite certain of 
the very phrafe) of Pope." He maintained that 
Archibald, Duke of AVgyle, was a narrow man. I 
wondered at this ; and obferved, that his building 
fo great a houfe at Inveraray was not like a narrow 
man. " Sir, (faid he,) when a narrow man has re- 
folved to build a houfe, he builds it like another 
man. But Archibald, Duke of Argyle, was narrow 
in his ordinary expences, in his quotidian expences." 

The diftinftion is very juft. It is in the ordinary 
expences of life that a man's liberality or narrow- 
nefs is to be difcovered. — .1 never heard the wor4 
quotidian in this fenfe, and I imagined it to be a 
word of Dr. Johnfon's own fabrication •, but I Have 
fince found it in Toung^s Night S^hougbts^ {^'v^X, 
fifth,) 

^* Death^s a delboycr of quotidian prey." 

and in my friend's piftionary, fupported by tho 
^thorities of Charles I. and Dr. Donne. 

It rained very hard as we journied on after din- 
ner. The roar of tprrents from the mountains, as 
We paffcd along in the dpfl^t and the other circum- 
ftances attending our ride this evening, have been 
ip^tioned vith ^ much animation by Dr. Johnfon, 

th^^t 
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tliAt I ^ fhall not attempt to fay any thing on the 
{iibjed. .■ . ' 

We got at night to Inveraray^ where we found 
an excellent inn. Even hcre^ Dn Johnfon wbuld 
not change his wet clothes. 

The profpeft of good accommodation cheered us 
much. We fupped wellj ,and after fupper. Dr. 
Johnfon, whom I had not feen tafte any fermented 
liquor during all our travels, palled for a gill of 
whifky, ^* Comcj (faid he,) le)t me know what it 
is that makes a Scotchman happy !'^ fie drank it. 
all but a drop, which I begged leavie to pour into 
my glafs, that 1 might fay we had dryiik whifky 
together. I propofed Mrs. Thrale fliould be our 
toaft. He would not have her drunk in i^hifky, but 
rather " fome infular lady;" fo we drank one of jthe 
ladies whom we had lately left. — He owned )to*' 
night, that he got as good a room and bed as at an 
Englifh inn. . 

I had here the pleafure of finding a letter froni 
home, which relieved me from the anxiety I had fuf* 
fered, in confequence of not having received any 
, account of my family for many weeks, I alfo found 
a letter from Mr. Garrick, which was a regale 9$ 
agreeable as a pine-apple woyld.be in a deferf. fjc 
had favoured me with his correfpondence for many 
years •, and when Dr. Johnfon and I were at Inyer? 
pefs, I had written to him as follows; 

« My dear Sir, . ^ invfrkeft, 

•^ ' Sunday, 1^9 Auguft, 1773» 

** HERE I am, and Mr. Samuel Johnfon 
aiftually with me. ,We were a night at Fores, in 
coming to which, in the duflc of the evening, wc 
pafled over the bleak and blafted heath where Mac- 

Aa 4 betl^ 
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beth met the witches. Your old preceptQf repeat* 

cd, with much Iblemnity, the fpeech— 

** How far is*^t called to Fores ? WJi^t are thefe, 
*' So withered and fo wild in their attire,'* &c. 

This day we vifited the ruins of Macbeth*s caftle ae 
Invernefs. I have had great rotpantick fatisfadion 
in feeing Johnfon upon the claffical fccnes of Shak? 
fpeare in Scotland ; which I really looked upon as 
almoft as improbable as that ' Birnam wood (hould 
conrie to' Dunfinane.' Indeed, as I have always 
been accuftomed to view him as a permanent Lon- 
don objeft, it would not be much more wonderful to 
me to fee St. Paul's church moving along where we 
now are. As yet we have travelled in poft-chaifes ; 
but to-morrow we are to mount on horfcback, and 
afcend into the mountains by Eort Auguftus, and 
fo on to the ferry, where we are to crofs to Sky. 
We Ihall fee that Ifland fully, and then vilit fomc 
more of the Hebrides ; after which we are to land 
in Argyleftiire, proceed by Glafgow to Auchinlcck, 
repofe there a competent time, and then return to 
Edinburgh, from whence the Rambler will depart 
for old England again, as foon as he fjnds it conve- 
nient. Hitherto we have had a very profperous ex- 
piedition. I flatter myfelf, fervetur ad imum^ qualis 
ah incepto procejferit. He is in excellent fpirits, and 
I have a rich journal of his converfation. Look 
back, Davy*9 to Litchfield; — run up through the 
time that has elapfed fince you firft knew Mr. John- 
fon, — and enjoy with me his prefent extraordinary 
Tour. I could not refift the impulle of writing to 

you 

• I took the liberty of giving this familiar appellation to my cele- 
brated friend, to bring in a more lively manner to his remembrance 
the period when he was Pr. Johofon's pupiU 
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ftm from this place. The fituation of the old cattle 
correfponds cxaftly to Shakfpearc's defcriptionw 
While we were there to-day, it happened oddly^ 
that a raven perched upon one of the chimney^tpps, 
and croaked. Then I in my turn repeated---* 

" The riven himfelf is hoarfe, 

** That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan, 

** Under my battlements." 

• " I wifla you had been with us. Think what 
cnthufiaftick happinefs I fhall have to fee Mr. 
Samuel Johnfon walking among the romantick 
rocks and woods of my anceftors at Auchinleck ! 
Write to me at Edinburgh. You owe me his verfes 
on great Geo[ge and tuneful Cibber, and the bad 
verfes which led him to make his fine ones ori Philips 
the mufician. Keep your promife, and let me have 
t^hem. I offer my very bcft compliments to Mrs. 
Garrick, and ever am 

*' Your warm admirer and friend^ , 

His anfwer was as follows , 

« Dear Sir, Ha«pton,^SeptemW ,4, 

" YOU ftole away from London, and left us 
all in the lurch ; for we expefted you one night at 
the club, and knew nothing of your departure. 
Had I payed you what 1 owed you, for the book 
you bought for me, I fliould only have grieved for 
the lofs of your company, and flept with a quiet 
confcience ; but, wounded as it is, it muft remain 
fo till I fee you again, though I am fure oilr good 
friend Mr. Johnfon will difcharge the debt for me, 
if you will let him. — ^Your account of your journey 
to Fores^^ the raven^ old cajiky &c. &c. made me 

half 



jfe JpURNAI- OF A TOUR 
half mad* Arc you not rather, too late in the year 
for fine weather, which is the life and foul of feeing 
places ?-^I hope your pleafure will continue qualis 
ah incepto^ &c. 

^' Your friend* ■ ■ threatens mc much* I. 

onfy wiih that he would put his threats in execution, 
and, if he prints his play, I will forgive him. I 
remember he complained to you, that his bookfeller 
called for the money for fome copies of bis ■ ■ , 
which I fubfcribed for, and that I defired him to 
call again* — The trurh is, that my wife was not at 
home, and that for weeks together I have not ten 
fliillings in my pocket.^-^ — Howev^r^ had it been 
othcrwife,it was not fo great a crime to draw his po- 
etical vengeance upon me.^^-^I defpife ^U that he 
can do, and am glad that I can fo eafily get rid of 
him and his ingratitude. — I am hardened* both tot 
abufe and ingratitude. 

** You, 1 am fure, will no mbre recomqiencl 
^our poetaftefs to my civility and gocd offices.^ 

<* Shall I recommend to you a play of EfchyIuSj> 
(the Prometheus,) publiflied and tranflated by poor 
old Morell, who is a good fcholar, and an ac-?, 
quaintance of mine ? It will be but half a guinea, 

and 

• 1 have foppreffed my friend's name from an appreben(ion of 
i)«ouiKHng: his feniibility ; but I would not withhold from my readers 
a paflfage which ihews Mr, Garrick^s mode of writing as the Manager 
of a Theatre, and contains a pleaHng trait of his donfeftick life. His 
judgment of dramatick pieces, fo far as concerns their exhibition on ' 
iheibge, muft be allowed to have confiderable weight. But front 
the cfFeft which a pcrufal of the tragedy here condemned had upon 
inyfelf, and from the opinions of fome eminent criticks, I ventre 
to pronounce that it has much poetical merit y and its authour has 
diftiogujihed bimfclf by feveral performances whic4i ihew that tht 
epithet poet^er was> in the prefent inftancej much mifapplied. 



TO THE HEBRIDES. 363 

and your name fliall be put in the hft I am making 
fpr him. You will be in very good company, 

^ *' Now for the Epitaphs ! 

\J*befe^ together with the veffes on George the 
Second f and Colley Cibber^ as his Poet Laureate 
of which imperfeSi copies are gone about ^ will 
appear in my Life of Dr. Johnfon.] 

" I have no more paper, or I (hould have 
f^id more to you. My love and refpefts to Mr. 
Johnfon. 

" Yours ever, 

D.. Garrick. 

" I can^'t write. I have the gout in my hand.** 
^* To James BofwelU Efg. Edinburgh.^* 

Sunday, 24th OSlober. 

We paffed the forenoon calmly and placidly. I 
prevailed on Dr. Johnfon to read aloud Ogden's 
fixth Sermon on Prayer, which he did with a diftindl 
expreflion, and pleafing folemnity. He praifed my 
favourite pi^acher, his elegant language, and re- 
markable acutenefs j and faid, he fought infidels 
with their own weapons^ 

As a fpecimen of Ogden's manner, I infert the 
following paflage from the fermon which Dr. John^* 
fon now read. The preacher, after arguing a^ainft 
that vain philofophy which maintains, in confor* 
mity with the hard principle of eternal neceflity, or 
unchangeable predetermination, that the only efFciSt 
of prayer for others, although we are exhorted to 
pray for them, is to produce good difpofitions in 
purfelves^towards them 5 thus cxpreflcs himielf : 

'''^ A plain 
4 
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" A plain man may be apt to afk, But if this 
•* then, though enjoined in the holy fcriptures, is 
•' to be my real aim and intention, when I am 
*' 'taught to pray for other perfons, why is it that 
" I do not plainly fo exprefs it? Why is not the 
« form of the petition brought nearer to the mean* 
" ing ? Give them, fay I to our heavenly father, 
** what is good. But this, I am to underftand, 
•* wil| be as it will be, and is not for me to alter. 
*' -What is it then that I am doing ? I am defiriiig 
^* to become charitable myfelf ; and why may I 
** not plainly fay fo ? Is there (hame in it, or im- 
" piety ? The wifh is laudab.e : why (hbuld I forna 
** defigns to hide it ? 

. *' Or is it, perhaps, belter to be brought about 
*• by indireft means, and in this artful manner ? 
•^ Alas ! who is it that I would impofe on ? From 
*^ whom' can it be, in this commerce, that I defire 
" to hide any thing ? When, as my Saviour com- 
^ mands me, I have entered into my dofet^ and Jhut 
" my door^ there are but two parties privy to my 
•* devotions, God and my own heart ; which of the 
•* two am 1 deceiving ?" 

He wilbed to have more books, and, upon in- 
quiring if there were any in the houfe, was told that 
a waiter had fome, which v/ere brought to him-, but 
] recoiled: none of them, except Hervey^s Medita^. 
iions^ He thought flightingly of this admired book. 
He treated it with ridicule, and would not allow 
even the fcene of the dying Hufband and Father to 
be pathetick. I am not an impartial judge ; for 
Hcrvefs Meditations engaged my affeftions in my 
early years. — He -read a paffage concerning the 
moon, lu^icfdufly,- and ihiewcd how eafiiy he could, 

in 

V 
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in the fame ftylc, make reflexions on that planet, 
jchcvery revcrfe of Hervey's, reprefenting her as 
treacherous to mankind. He did this with much 
humour ; but I have not preferved the particulars* 
He then indulged a playful fancy, in making a 
Meditation m a Puddings of which I haftily wrote 
down, in his prefence, the following note j whichi 
though imperfedt, may ferve to give my readers 
fome idea of it. 

Meditation o» a Pudding.' 
•* LET us ferioufly refled: of what a pudding 
is compofed. It is compofed of flour that once 
waved in the golden grain, and drank the dews of 
the morning \ of milk prelied from the fwelling 
udder by the gentle hand of the beauteous milk'^ 
maid, whofc beauty and innocence might have. re-, 
commended a worfe draught ; who, while fliQ 
ftroked th^ udder, indulged no ambitious thoughts^ 
of wandering in palaces, formed no plans for the 
deftruftion of her fellow- creatures : milk, which \% 
drawn from the cow, that ufeful animal^ that eats 
the grafs of the field, and fupplies us with that 
which made the greatefl: part of the food of man* 
kind in the age which the poets have agreed to call 
golden. It is made with an egg, that miracle of 
nature, which the theoretical Burnet has compared 
to creation. An egg contains water within its beau<»' 
tiful fmooth furface ; and an unformed mafs, by 
the incubation of the parent, becomes a reguk^ 
animal, furnilhed with bones and finews, and co« 
vered with feathers. — Let us confider ; can there be 
more wandng to complete the Meditation on a 
Pudding ? If more i& wanting, more may be found. 

It 
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It contains fait, which keeps the fca from pmtt^ 

faction 2 fait, which is made the image, of intellec-^ 

tual excellence, contributes to the totmition of ^ 

podding/' 

In a Magazine I found a faying of Dh jfolinfon% 
fomething to this purpofe ; that the Ijappieft part 
of a man!s life is what he paffes lying awake in bed 
in the morning. I read it to him. He faid, " I 
may, perhaps, have faid this ; for nobody, at times^ 
talks more laxly than I do.*^ I ventured to fuggeft 
to Him, that this was dangerous from one of his 
authority. 

I fpoke of living in the country, and upon what 
footing one (hould be with neighbours^ I obferved 
that fome people were afraid of being on too eafy a 
footing with then?, from an apprehenfion that their 
time would not be their own. He made the obvi- 
ous remark, that it depended much on what kind 
of neighbours one has, whether it was dcfirable to 
be on an eafy footing with them, or not. I men- 
tioned a certain baronet, who toW me, he never 
was happy in the country, till he wfts not on fpeak- 
ing terms with his neighbours, which he contrived 
in different ways to bring about •* Lord ■ — 

(faid he) ftuck along; but at laft the fellow 
pounded my pigs, and then I got rid of him.''— 
J^bnfon. " Nay, fir. My Lord got rid of Sir 
John,r and fhewed how little he valued! him, by 
putting his pigs in the pound/* 

1 told Dr. Johnfon I was in fome difficulty how 
to aft at Inveraray. I had reafon to think that the 
Duchefs of Argyle difliked me, on a<^count of my 
zea) in the Douglas caufe *, but liie Duke c^ ArgyK? 

had 
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heid always been plcafed to trekt me with gre^c ci* 
Vility. They were now at the caftk, which is a' 
Very fhort walk from our inn; and the queftion 
WAS, whether I Ihould go' and pay my refpe<SI*^hepe* 
t>t. Johnfon, to. whom 1 had ftated' the tafe,. "Was 
cjear thait I ought ; but, in his ufual way, he was 
very Ihy of difcovering a defire tp be invited there 
himfe|f. Though from a convidion of th6 benefit ' 
of fubordinatloa -to fociety, he has always (hewn 
great refpeft to- pcrfons.. of high rank, when- he 
hap5)ened tct be ixij their company, yet his pride of 
chiarafter has ever made him guard againft any ap- 
pearance of courting the great. Befides, he was 
impatient to go to Glafgow, where he expesftedi let- 
ters. At the fame time he was, I believe, fecretly 
not unwilling to have attention paid him by fo great 
a Chieftain, and fo exalted a nobleman. He in- 
Med that I ihould not go to the caftle this day be« 
fore dinner, as it would look like feektng an invi- 
tation. " But, (faid I,) if the duke invites vin to ' 
dine with hith to-morrow^ fhall we accept?'*— 
« Yes, fir;" I think he faid^ « to be furc." But, 
he added, "He won't afku&P'—I mentioned, that 
I was afr^d n>y company ihight be difagreeablc to 
the ducheli. He treated this objcdionf with a mah- 
Ijr difdain : ^^Shat^ fir, he muft fettle with his wife/* 
-r-We dined well I went to the caftle juft about 
the time when I fuppofed the ladies would be retired 
from dinner. J fent in my name ; and, being fliewn 
in, found the anriable duke fittings at the head of 
his table with fereral gentlemen. I was moft po- 
litely received^ and gave liiis grace fome particulars 
of the curious journey which I had been making 
with Dr. Johnfon. When we rcrfc from table, the 

duke 
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duke faid to mc, " I hope you and Dr. Johnfoflr 
will dine with us to-morrowi" I thanked his grace i 
but told him, my friend was in a great hurry to gee 
back to London. The duke, with a kind compla- 
cency, faid, " He will ftay om day ; and I will take 
care he fhall feci this place to advantage." I faid, I 
Ihould be furc to let him know-his grace's invitation. 
—As I was going away, the duke faid, *' Mr. Bof- 
well, won't you have fome tea ?*' — I thought it heft 
to get over the meeting with the duchefs this night; 
fo refpedtfully agreed. I was conduced to the 
drawing-room by the duke, who announced my 
name •, biit the duchefs, who was fitting with her 
daughter. Lady Betty Hamilton, and fome other 
ladies, took not the leaft notice of me. I fliould 
have been mortified at being thus coldly received by 
a lady of whom I, with the reft of the world, have 
always entertained a very high admiration, had I not 
been confoled by the obliging attention of the 
duke. 

When I returned to the inn, I informed Df* 
Johnfon of the Duke of Argyle's invitation, with 
which he was much pleafed, and readily accepted of 
it. — We talked of a violent conteft which was then 
carrying on, with a view to the next general eleftion 
for Ayrfliire ; where one of the candidaties, in order 
to undermine the old and eftabliftied intereft, had 
artfully held himfelf out as a champion for the in* 
dependency of the county againft aciftocratick in* 
fluence, and had perfuaded feveral gentlemen inta 
a refolution to oppofe every candidate who was fup- 
ported by peers. — ^" Foolifti fellows ! (faid Dr. 
Johnfon,) don't they fee that they are as much de- 
pendent upon the peers one way as the other. The 

peers 

X 
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pt&h have but to oppofe a candidate, to enfur^ hini 
fuccefs. It is faid, the.oi\ly,way to make a pig go 
forward, is to piill him back by the tail, Thefe 
people muft be treated like pigsi'*' 

Monday ^[ 2 ^th OBoier. ^ ' * 
My acquaintance, the Reverend Mr. Johii 
M'Aulay, one of the Minifters of Inveraray, and 
brother to our good friend at Calder^. came to us 
this morning, and accompanied us to the caftle^ 
where I prefentcd Dn Johnfon to the Duke of Ar- 
gyle. We were Ihewn through the houfe \ and I 
never fliall forget the impreflion made tipon ihy 
fancy by fome of the ladies* maids tripping about 
in neat morning dreffes. After feeing for a long 
time little but rufticity, their lively manner, ana 
gay inviting appearance, pleafed me fo much, that 
I thought, for the moment, I could have been ^ 
knight-errant for them ** ^ 

We then got into a low ofte-horfe chair, ordered 
for. us by the duke, in whi<^h we drove about the 
place. Dr. Johnfon was much ftruck by the gran- 
deur atid elegance of this princely feat. He thought^ 
however, the caftle too low, and wiflied it had beeii 
a ftory higher-— He faid, " What I admire here^ 
is the total defiance of expence." I had a particu- 
lar pride in fhewing him a great number of fine old 
trees, to compenfate for the hakednefs which had 
made fuch an impreflion on him on the caftern coal): 
of Scotland. 

Bb When 

* On refleflion, at the dlftance of fevcral years, t Wbndet that rt\ 
tenerable fellow-trayellet fboufd have road this paifage without ctiii« 
furing my ]6vity4 
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When Sve cariie in, before dinner, we found tht 
duke and fome gentlemen in the hall. Dr. Johnfon 
took mu<:h notice of the large colleftipn of arms, 
which are excellently difpofed there. I told what 
he had faid to Sir Alexander McDonald, of his an* 
ccftors not fufFering their arms to ruft. " Well, 
(faid the doftor,) but let us be glad we live in times 
when arms may ruft. We can fit to-day at his 
grace's table, without any rilk of being attacked, 
and perhaps fitting down again wounded or 
maimed.'* The diike placed Dr. Johnfon next 
himfelf at table. 1 was ih.fine fpirits ; land though 
fehfible that I had the misfortune of not being in fa- 
vour with the duchefs, I w^s not in the leaift difcon- 
certed, and oflFered her gracfe fome of the difti that 
was before me. It muft be owned that I was in the 
right to be quite unconcerhed, if I could. I was 
the Duke of Argyle's gueft ; and I had no reafon to 
fuppofe that he adopted the prejudices and refent- 
mehts of the Duchefs of Hamilton. 

rknew it was the rule of hiodern high life not to 
drink to any body ; but, that I might h^ve the fatis- 
faftion for once to look the duchefs in the face, with 
a glais in my hand, I with a refpedtful air addreffed 
her,—" My Lady Dudhefs, J have the honour to 
drink your grace's good health." — I repeated the 
words audibly, and with a fteady countenance. 
This was, perhaps, rather too much ; but forhe al- 
lowance muft bemadefor human feelings. 

The duchefs was very attentive to Dr. Johnfon, 
I know not how a middle ftate came to be men- 
tioned. Her grace wilhed to hear him on that 
point. «« Madam, (faid he,) your own relation, 
Mr. Archibald Campbell, can tell you better about 

it 
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it than I can. He was a bifliop of the nonjuring 
communion, and wrote a l?ook upon the fubjcft*/' 
— j-He engaged to gqt it for her grace. H? after- 
jvards gave a full hiftory of Mr. Archibald Camp- 
bell, which I am forry I do not recolleft particu- 
larly. He faid, Mr. Campbell had. been bred a vio- 
lent WJiig, but afterwards *' kept beUer capi^fltrjfj 
and became a Tory.'* He faid this with ^ frnile, in 
plcafant allufion, as I thought, to the qppofition be- 
tween his own political pripcipks and^ thqfe of the 
duke's clan. He added that Mr. Campbell, after 
the Revolution, was thrown into gaol on accou{^t 
of his tenets •, but, on application by letter tp 
.the. old Lord Townlhend, was releafed: that I^e 
always fpoke of his Lordftiip with great gratitude; 
faying, " though a Whig^ he had humanity." 

Dr. Johnfon and I paffed fome time together, in 
June 1784, at Pembroke college Oxford, with tlje 
Reverend Dr. Adams, the matter ; and I having qx- 
prefled a regret that my note relative to Mr. Archi- 
bald Campbell was imperfed, he was then fo good 

B b 2 as 

* As this book is now become very fcarce, I iball fabjoin the title, 
which is curious i 

<< The Doarines of a Middle State between Death and the Refur- 
«< region i Of Prayers for the Dead t And the Neceflity of Purifica« 
•* tion 5 plainly proved from the holy Scriptures, and the Writings 
•« of the Fathers of the Primitive Church : And acknowledged, by fe- 
*< veral learned Fathers and great Divines of the Church of Eng- 
*« land and others fince the Reformation. To which is added, an 
«« Appendix concerning the Defcent of the Soul of Chrift into Hell, 
«« while his Body lay*in the Grave* Together with the Judgment 
•• of the Reverend Dr. Hickei concerning this Book, fo far as re- 
** lates ta a Middle State, particular Judgment, and Prayers Tor 
<' the Dead as it appeared in the firft Edition. And a Manufcript 
«< of the Right Reverend BiHiop Overall upon the Subjecl'of a Mid- 
•« die State, and never before printed. Alfo, a Prefervative againft 
" feveral of the Errors of the Roman Church, in fix fmall Tr^atifes. 
" By the Honourable Archibald Campbell," Folio, ijax. 
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ds to write with his own hand, on the blank pagtf 
of my Journal, oppofite to that which contains 
what I have now mentioned, the following para- 
graph ; which, however, is not quite fo full as the 
narrative he gave at Inveraray : 

•' The Honoilrahle ArchihaU Campbell waSy I be^ 
** lievej the nephew of the Marquis of Jrgyle. He 
«' began life by engaging in MonmoutVs rebellion^ 
" andyto efcape the law, lived fome time in Surinam. 
•' When be returned^ he became zealous for epifcopacy 
** and monarchy ; and at the Revolution adhered not 
** only to the Nonjurors^ but to thofe who refufed to 
*' communicate with the Church of England^ or to h 
*• prefent at any worfhip where the ufurper was men^ 
V tioned'as king. He was^ I believe^ more than once 
*' apprehended in the reign of King William^ and once 

i^^ at the accefjion of George. He was the familiar 
•* friend of Hicks and Nelfon ; a man of letters^ but 
*' injudicious ; and very curious and inquijitive^ bat 
" credulous. He lived in 1743, or 44, about 75 
*' years old,''*- 

The fubjeft of luxury having been introduced, 

, Dn Johofon defended it. " We have now (faid 
he) a fplendid dinner before us ; Which of all thefc 
difhes is unwholfome ?" The duke afferted,- that, he 
had obferved the grandees of Spain diminilhed in 
their fize by luxury. Dr. Johnfon politely refrained 
from oppofing direftly an obfcrvation which the 
duke himfelf had made ; but faid, " Man muft be 
very different from other animals, if he is diminilh- 
ed by good living ; for the fize of all other animals 
is increafed by it/' I made fome remark that feemed 
to imply a \)tX\ti in fecond fight. The duchefs faid, 

*M fanty 
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** I fancy you will be a Melhodifi "-^^This was the 
only fentence her grace deigned to utter to me; and I 
take it for granted, ihe thought it a good hit on 
my cudulity in the Douglas caufe. 

A gentleman in company, after dinner, was de- 
fired by the duke to go to another room, for a fpeci- 
men of curious marble, which his grace wiftied to 
fhcw us. He brought a wrong piece, upon which the 
duke fent him back iagain. He could not refufe ; but^ 
to avoid any appearance of fervility, he whiftled as 
he walked out of the room, to (how his indepen- 
dency. On my mentioning this afterwards to Dr. 
Johnfon, he faid, it was a nice trait of character. 

Dr. Johnfon talked a great deal, and was fo en- 
tertaining, that Lady Betty Hamilton, after dinner, 
went and placed her chair clofe to his, leaned upon 
the back of it, and liftened eagerly. It would have 
made a fine pidlure to have drawn the Sage and her 
at this time in their feveral attitudes. He did not 
know, all the while, how much he was honoured* 
I told him afterwards. I never faw him fo gentle 
and complaifant as this day. 

We went to tea. The duke and I walked up and 

, down the drawing-room, , converfing. The duchefe 
ftill continued to fhew the fame marked coldnefe 
for m^i for which, though I fufFered from it, I 
made every allowance, confidering tlie very warm 
parr that I had taken for Douglas, in the caufe in 

- which fhe thought her fon deeply interefted. .Had 
not her grace di (covered fome difpleafure towards 
me, I ihould have fufpecfted her of infenfibility or 
dlflimulation. 

Her grace made Dr. Johnfon come and fit by her^ 

and afked him why he made his journey fo late in 

Bb 3 the 
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the year. ** Why, ' madam, (faid he,) you know 
Mr, Bofwell ihuft attend the Court of Seflion, and 
It does not rife till the twelfth of Atiguft/* — She 
faid, with fome fharpnefs, " I know nothing of Mn 
BofwelL" Poor Lady Lucy Douglas, to whom I 
mentioned this, obferved, " She knew too much of 
Mr. BofwelL" I (ball make no remark on her 
grate's fpeech. I indeed felt it as rather too feverc ; 
but when I recollefted that my punifhmcnt was in- 
fljfted by fo dignified a beauty, I had that kind of 
confolatioa which' a man would feel who is ftrartgtcd 
by a filken cord. Dr, Johnfon was all attentionrto 
her grace. He ufed afterwards a droll expreffion, 
upon her enjoying the three titles of Hamilton, 
Brandon, and Argyle. Borrowing an image from 
the Turkifli empire, he called her a Ducbefs with 
three tails. 

He was much pleafed with our vifit at the caftle 
of Inveraray. The Duke of Argyle was exceed- 
ingly police to him, aiid, upon his complaining of 
the fhelties which he had hitherto ridden being too 
fmall for him, his grace told him he ihould be pro- 
vided with a good horfe to carry him next day. 

Mr. John M'Aulay paffed the evening with us at 
our inn. When Dr. Johnfon fpoke of people whofe 
'principles were good, but whofe pradlice was faulty, 
Mr. M'Aulay faid, he had no notion of people be- 
ing in earneft in their good profeflions, whofe prac- 
tice was not fuitable to them. The Doftor grew 
warm, and faid, *' Sir, you are fo grofsly ignorant 
of human nature, as not ro know that a man may be 
very fincere in good principles, without having 
good pradice ?'* 

Dr. 
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Dn Johnfpn was unqueftionably in the right; 
and whoever examines himfelf candidly, will be fa* 
tisfied of it, though the inconfiftency between prin- 
ciples and prafticc is greater in fome men^thao in 
others. 

I recolleft very little of this night's cojiverfation, 
I am forry that indolence came upon me towards 
the conclufion of our journey, fb that I did no6 
write down what pafied with the fame afliduity a$| 
during the grcateft part of it. 

Yue/day^ 7.6tb OSfaier. 

Mr. M^Aulay breakfafted with us, nothing hurt 
or difmayed by his laft night's correftion. Being a 
man of good fenfe, he had a juft admiration of 
Dr. Johnfon. 

Either yefterday morning, or this, I commu- 
nicated to Dr. Johnfon, from Mr. M*Aulay*s infor- 
mation, the news that Dr. Beattie had got apenfion 
6f two hundred pounds a ye^r. He fat up in his 
bed, clapped his hands, and cried, " O brave we!"-— 
a peculiar exclamation of his when he rejoices *. 

As we fat qver our tea, Mr. Home's Tragedy of 
Douglas was mentioned. I put Dr. Johnfon in mind, 
that once, in a coffee-houfe at Oxford, he called to 
old Mr. Sheridan, " How came you. Sir, to give 
Home a gold niedal for writing that foolifli play ?" 
and defied Mr. Sheridan to (hew ten good lines in it. 
He did not infift they (hould be together j but that 
there were not ten good lines in the whole play. He 
now perfifted in this. I endeavoured to defend that 
B b 4 pathetipk 

• Having mentioned, mdrc than once, that ray Journal was penifed 
by Dr. Johnfon, I think it proper to inform my readers that this is 
the laft paragraph Nvhich he read. 
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pathetick ^nd beautiful tragedy, and repeated thq 
following pafla|e : 



»> • ^ ' ' M — ^ ^— ^'Sincerity, 

'• Thou firft of virtues ! let no mortal leave 
*' Thy onward path, although the earth Ihould gape, 
" And from thegulph of hell deftruAion cry, 
^* To take dijfimulation's winding way." 

Jobnfon. " That will not do, fir. Nothing is good 
but what is confident with truth or probability, 
which this is not. Juvenal, indeed, giv^s us a noblo 
pifturc of inflexible virtue : 

*' Efio bonus miles y tutor bonus y arbiter idem 
** Integer : ambigua Ji quando citabere teftis^ 
** Incert^que reiy Fbalaris licet imperety utjis 
*' Falfusy et admoto diBet perjuria tauro, 
** Summum credenefas ^nimam praferrepudorij^ 
** Et propter 'vitam 'vi'vendi perdere caufas *•" 

He repeated the lines with great force and dig* 
njty, then added, *' And, after this, comes Johnny 
Home, with his earth ga^png^ and his dejlruSiion cry^ 

,-»^;_Poohrt 

While 

^ f An honeft guardian, arbitrator juft^ 

Be thou ; thy ftation deem a facred truft. 
With thy good fword maintain thy country's caufc j 
In every a£lion venerate its laws : 
The lie fuborji'd if falfely urg*d to fwear, 
Though torture w^it thee, torture firmly bear j 
To forfeit honour, think the higheft Ihame, 
And life too dearly bought by lofs of fame | 
Nor, to preferve it, with thy virtue give 
That for which only man (liould wifli to live. 
For this and the pther tranflatjons to which no fjgnalure is affixed, 

1 am indebted to the friend whofe obfervations arre mentioned in the 

notes, p. 78 and 503. 

f I am forry that I was unlucky in my quotation. But notwitbr 

^landing the acutenefs of Dr. Johnfon's cnticifm, and the power of 

Jiis ridicule, the Tragedy of Douglas ftill continues to be gcnefally 

j^jod dcftrvedly admired. 
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While we were lamenting the nuqiber of ruined 
religious buildings which we had lately feen, I 
fpoke with peculiar feeling of the.iniicrablencgle6t 
of the chapel belonging to the pa&ce of Holyrdgd- • 
houfe, in which are depofited t^* remains of many 
of the Kings of Scotland, andcrf ttiany of our no- 
bility. I faid, it^w^s a difgrace.to the country that, 
it was not repaired: and particularly complained 
that my friend Douglas^ the reprefcntativeof a great 
houfe, and proprietor of a vaft' dlate, fhould fufc.» 
fcr the facred fpot where his mother lies interred, ta 
be unroofed, and expofed to all the inclemencies of 
the weather. Dr. Johnfon, who, I know not how, 
had formed an opinion on the Hamilton fide, in the 
Douglas caufe, flily anfwered, ♦' Sir, fir, don't be toii^ 
fcvcre upon the gentleman 5 don't accufc him of 
want of filial piety ! Lady Jane Douglas was. not 
his mother."^— He roufed my zeal fo mu<;h that I 
took the liberty to tell him he knew nothing of the 
caufe J which I do moft ferioufly believe was the 
cafe. 

We were now *^ in a country of bridles and fad- 
dies," and fet out fully equipped. The Duke, of 
Argyle was obliging enough to mount Dr. Johnfoa 
on a ftatcly fteed from his grace's ftable. My friend 
was highly pleafed, and Jofeph faid, ** He now 
looks like a bifhop." 

We dined at the inn at Tarbat, and at night came 
tto Rofedow, the beautiful feat of Sir James Colqu* 
boup, on the banks of Lochlomond, where I, and 
^ny friends whom I have introduced, have ever beea 
Received with kind and elegant hoipitalitjr. 

Wednejday^ 
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IVedaefday^ zjtbOlfober. 
. When I went into Dr. Johnfon's ro6m this mornk 
ingy l.obierved toUiai how wonderfully courteous he 
had been at Inveraray^ and fatd, *^ Yom were quite a 
fine gentleman, when with the duche&.^ He an* 
fwered, in good humour, ^< Sir, I look upon myfelf 
as a very pdite man :'* and he was right, in a proper 
ananly feofe of the word. As an imniediate proof 
(tf it, let me obfer^e, that he would not fend back the 
Duke of Argyle's horfe without a letter of thanks^ 
^Idch I copied^ 

To Ins Grace the Duke c/Akgyle. 

♦* THAT kindnefs which difpofcd your 
grace to fupply me with the horfe, which I have now 
leturned, will make you pleafed to hear that he has 
carried me well. 

** By my diligence in the little commiffion with 
which I was honoured by the duchefs, I will endea- 
vour to ibew how h^hly I vdue the favours which 
I have received, and how much I defire to be 
tfiooght, 

' « My lord, 
^ Your grace's moft obedient, 
^^ and moft humble fervant, 

•* Sam. Johnson*'* 

"Koicdow, Oft, 29, 1773, 

The duke was fo attentive to his refpeftable gueft, 
that on the fame day, he wrote him an anfwcr, 
which was received at Auchinleck : 



r^ 
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To Dr. Johnson, Aucbinktk,^ Ayrshire. 

" I am glad to hear yoWr journey fircwn this 
place was riot uhpleafant, in r^gdrd to your horfe. 
I wirti I could have fupplied you with good weachfer* 
which I am afraid you felt the ^MX. of. 

** The Duchefs of Argyle defires her compli- 
ments to you, and is much obliged to you for rO» 
membering her commiflion, I am, fir, 

** Your moft obedient humble fervant, . 

" ARGyi.B*" 

laverarayi 051. 19» 1773* 

I am happy to infert every memorial of the ho^ 
"nour done to my great friend. I^ideed, I was at all 
times defirous to preferve the letters \trhich he re- 
ceived from eminent perfons^ of which, as of all 
other papers, he was very negligent; and I once 
propolcd to him, that they fliould be committed to 
my care, as his Cufios Rotulorum. I wifli he had 
complied with my requeft, as by that means many 
valuable writings might have been preferved, that 
are now loft*. 

After brcakfaft, Dn Johnfon and I were furnilhed 
with a boat, and iailed about upon Locklomond, 
and landed on fome of the iflands which are inter- 

fperfed. 

• As a remarkable inftance of his negligence, I remember fonae 
years ago to have found lying loofe in his ftudy, and without the 
cover, which contained the addrefs, a letter to him from Lord Thur* 
low, to whom be had made an application as Chancellor, in behalf of 
a poor literary fricncf. It was expreifed in fuch terms of refpeft for Dr, 
Johnfon, that, in my zeal for his reputation, I remonftrated warmly 
with him on his ftrange inattention, and obtained his permillipn to . 
take a copy of it; by which probably it has been preferved, a« the 
original 1 h^ve reafon to fuppofe is loij. 
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Iperfcd, He was much pleafed with the fcene, 
which" is fo well known by the accounts of various 
travelkrs, that it is unneceffarjr for me to attempt 
any dcfcription of it. 

. i recoile£t none of his converfation^ except that^ 
..when talking of drefs, he faid, " Sir, were I to 
tave any thifag j&ne, it fliould be very fine. Were 
■] to wear a ring^ it (hould not be a bauble, but a 
^one of great value. Were I to wear a laced or 
embroidered waiftcoat, it ihould be very rich. I 
lad once a very rich Jaced waiftcoat, which I wore 
^c firft night of my tragedy," 

Lady Helen Colquhoun being a very pious wa-» 
man, the converfation, after dinner, took a religious 
turn. Her ladyftiip defended the prelbyterian mode 
of publick worihip ; upon which Dr. Johnfon de- 
livered thofeexccllent arguments for a form of prayer 
which he has introduced into his *' Jpurney.*' I ann 
myfelf fully convinced that a form of prayer for 
publick worfhip is in giencral moft decent and edi- 
fying. Solennia verba have ^ a kind of prefcriptive 
fenftity, and make a deeper impreflion on the mind 
than extemporaneous effufions, in which, as we 
know not what they are to be, we cannot readily 
acqniefce. Yet I would allow alfo of a certain por- 
tion of extempore addrefe, as occafion may require. 
This is the praAice of the French Proteftant 
churches. And although the office of forming fup- 
pBcations nb the throne of Heaven is, irt my mind, 
too great a ' truft to be indlfcriminately committed 
to \hc difcretion of every minifter, I do not mean 
to deny that finceie devotion may be experienced 
when joining in prayer with thofe who yfe no 
Liturgy.. 

We 
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" We were favoured with Sir James Colquhoi3a% 
coach to convey us in the evening to Cameron, tho 
feat of Commiflary Smollet, Our iatisfaftion <rf 
finding ourfdves again in a . coniforqaWe carriaige 
was very great. We had a* pleafing convidlion of 
the commodioufnefs of civilizatioin, and hc^wlf 
laughed at thie ravings of thofe.jabfurd vifionaiies 
•who have attempted to perfuade tis of the fuperior 
^dvantagG^ of a Jlate of nature* ,. - , 

Mr. Smollet was a man of corifid^rable learpingj 
with abundance .of animal fpirits;. fo that he wa^a 
very good companion- for Dr. Johnfon, whofaid IQ 
me, " We have had more folid ralk.b^re than at apy 
place where we have been." 

I remember Dr. Johnfon gave lis .this evening 
an able and eloquent difcourfc on the. Origin cf Eyii, 
^and on the conQfteney of moral evil with the power 
and goodnefs of Go0- He fliewfed us how it arofc 
Yrom our free agency, an cxtiryftioafof which woulfl 
be a ftill grcatcp evil than any we experienced f. 
know not that he faid any 'thing abfojut^^jy new, but 
he faid a great deal wonderfully ^elU 'and perceiv- 
ing us to be delightiBsd^and fafisfied, he conclude 
his harangue with an air of benevolent triumph 
-over an objeftion which has diftrefled many worthy 
■minds: " This then is the anfwer to the queftion, 
Tlohv T« Kaxov ?" — Mrs. Smollet whifpered n:ic, that 
it was the beft fermon fhe had ever heard. .Much 
do I upbraid myfelf for having negleded to pre- 
ferve it, 

Thurfday^ iZtb O£foher. 

Mr. Smollet pleafed Dr. Johnfon, by producing 
a coUcftion of news-papers in the time of the Ufurpa- 

tion, 
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tion^ JFrom which it appeared tfaatjd^iibrrsof cciAies 
W€re-v€ry ireqQtrxt during that. iiQnrible aoarcby# 
By the fide of the Jiigb road .to Gkfgow, at fqmc 
fliftancefrom his houfe, he had ere&ed a pillar to 
the memory of his ingenious kinfmao. Dr. SmoHet; 
and he confulted Dr, Johnfbn ^s to an infcriptioa 
for it. Lord Kames, who, though be had a great 
'ftore.of fcnowkdge, with much ingenuity, .and,ua- 
common aftivity of mmd, was no profound fchoJar^ 
had it fcems recommended an Englifh infcription. 
Dr. Johnfon treated this with great .contempt, fay* 
Sng, " An Englifh infcription would be a difgracc 
to Dr. Smoilet-,'* and, in anfwcr to what Lord 
Kames had urged, as to tbe^dv^antage of its being 
in Englifh, becaufe it would be generally under- 
•flood, I obfervcd, that all to .whom Dr.Smollet'« 
merit could be -an objeA of refpefl: and imitatioa, 
would undcrftand it as well in'L»atin ; and that fure- 
ly it was not meant for the Highland drovers, or 
^ther fuch people, who pafs and repafs that :way- 

We were then fhewii a Latin infcription, pro- 
•pofed for this monument. Dr. Johnfon 4at down 
with an ardent and liberaLeatneftncfs to.revifeit, 
and greatly improved it by feveral additions and 
'Variations. I unfortunately did not take a copy of 
it, as it originally flood; but I have happily pre- 
fcrved every fragment of what Dr. Johnfon wrQte : 

^ifquis ades J viator f 

Vel mente felixy veljiudiis cultusj 

Immorare paululum memoria 

TOBIiESMOLLET M.D. 

Viri its virtutibus 

J^uas in hcmine et civi 

JSt laudes, ei imiteris^ 

# « « » « 

Pojiquam 
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P^fuam mira ♦ ^ ♦ 

» • ♦ ♦ 
' Tali tantoque viro^Juo patrueKf 

Atmris $beu / i»^^ motuimmtum^ 

In ipfis I^evinw fipis^ 

^as primis infam v^gitiJbus p^finuit^ 

Finj^uli/jue jam fere moritttrus ilbi^ravitf . 

Ponendam curavh * 

Wc. 

• The (jpituph whtch has been infcriW on |hc pillar creaed q^l 
the banks of the Leveni in honour of Dr. Smollet, is as follows, 
*rhepart which was written by Dr.' J6hnfon, it appears, has-been 
altered; whether for the better, the reader will judge. Thcaltfer^^. 
tionsare difiinguiihed by Italicks. 

^ Sifte viator! 

Si lepores ingcniique venam beriignam. 

Si mornm callidiilhnum piflorem, 

Unquam es miratus, 

Immorare paululum memorise 

TOBIJE SMOLLET, M.D. 

Viri virtutibus bifce 

Quas in homine et cive 

£t laudes et imiteris. 

Hand mediocriter ornati : 

Q2.i ^n literis variis verfatus, 

Poftqoam fclicitate;/J^i propria 

Sefe pofteris'commendaveraty 

Morte 'acerba raptus 

Anno aetatis 51 

Eheu t quam procul a patria ! 

Prope Liburni portum in Italia, 

Jacet fepultus. 

Tall tantoque viro, patrueli fuo, 

Cui in decurfu lampada 

Se potius tradidiile decuit^ 

Hanc Columnam, 

Amoris, eheu I inane monumentum , 

In ipfis Lcviniae ripis, 

Q^as nfirficulis fub exitu mt^s illujfratat 

PrimU 
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Wc had this morning a Angular proof of Drt 
Johnfon's quick and reccntive memory. Hay's 
tranflation of. Martial was lying in a window, I faid^ 
I thought it was pretty well done, and Ihewed him 
a particular epigram, I think, of ten, but am cer- 
tain of eight, lines. He read it, and toiTed away 
the book, faying—" No, it is no f pretty well.** As' 
I perfiftcd in my opinion, he faid, " Why, fir, 
the original is thus,'* — (and he repeated if;) "and 
this man*s tr^flatiqn is t;hus/Vr-and then he re- 
peated that alfo, exaftly, though he had never feen 
it before, and read it over only, once, and that too, 
'without any intention of getting' it by heart. 

Here a poft-chaife',. which I had ordered ffortl 
Glafgow, c^me for us, and we drove on in high 
fpirits. We flopped at Dunbarton, and though 
the approach .to the caftle there is very^fteep. Dr. 
Johnfon afcended it with alacrtty, and furveyed all 
that was to be feen. During the whole of our Tour 
he fliewed uncommon fpirit, could not bear to be 
treated like an old or infirm man, and was very un- 
willing to accept of any afliftance, infomuch that, 
at our landing at Icolmkill, when Sir Allan M*Lean 
and I fubmitted to be carried on men's fhoulders 
from the boat to the (hore, as it could not be 
brought quite clofe to land, he fpr^ng into the fea, 
and waded vigoroufly out. 



On 



Primis infans vagitibus per/bnuit^ 

Ponendam curavit 

Jacobus Smollet de Bofiliill 

Abi et reminifcere. 

Hoc quidem honore^ 

Non raodo defun^i memoriae, . 

Vcrum ctiam exempio, profpeilum eflej 

Aliis enim, fi modo digni fint. 

Idem erit virtutis ptaemium t 
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Oa oar arrival iit the Saracenr's Head Inn, at 
GlafgQW, I was made happy by good accounts from 
home ; and Dr, jfohnfonj who had not received a 
fingle letter fince we left: Aberdeen, found liere a 
great many, the pefufal of which entertained hint 
much. He enjoyed in imagination the comforti 
which we could now <!oinmand, arid feemed to be 
in high glee^fc I remcBfifberj he put a. leg up oil 
each fide; of the grate^ and faid, \^tii^ mock fd^ 
kmnitf, by way of-foliloquy, bat toiad enough fof 
me to hear it, ^'Heneiaml, an EKCiisif man, fi(^ 
ting by a coal fire." . 

FMdOfy 2gth 0&9hit. 

Tfte profeflbrs of the univerfity beiftg informed 
Df our arrifval. Dr. Stfeveiifon, Dr. Reid, iand Mn, 
Anderfon, breakfafted with us. Mr. Anderfon ae* 
cortipanied ud while Dr. Johnfon viewed this beau* 
6fu} city. He had told me, that one day in Lon-^ 
don, when Dr. Adam Smith was boaftiitg of it, he 
tu^rned to hkii and feid, ♦' Pray, fir, have you ever^ 
feen Brentford ?•*— This was furcly a ftrong inftance 
0f his Impatiencej and fpirit of contradiftion. I put 
him ki mind df it to-day, while he exprefled hfs ad- 
iWr^tiort of the elegant buildings, and whifpered 
hini, ** Dofv't you feel fome remorfe ?" 

We were received in the college by a number of 
the |>rofeflbrs, who Ihewed all diie refpeft to Dn 
Johiifon ; and then we paid a vifit to the principal. 
Dr. Leechman, at his own houfe, where Dr. John- 
fon had' the fatisfaftion of being told that his name 
had been gratefully celebrated in one xrf the paro- 
chial congregations in the Highlands, as tbeperfon 
tjf> whole influence it was chiefly owing, that the 

C c Nevr 
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New Teftatncnt was allowed to b6 tranOated into 
the Erfe language. It feemi fomc pi^cical mem- 
bers of the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriftian Knowledge, had oppofed this'pious voider* 
taking, as tending to preferve the diftindtion be-* 
(ween the Highjianders and Lowlandorfi. Dr. John^ 
fon wrote a long letter upon the fubjeft taa friend, 
lyhich being fbewn to them, made, them afhamed, 
and afraid of being publickly expofed; to they 
were forced to a coitipliance. It is now m my pof- 
ieflion, and is, perhaps, one of the beljt produdiona 
of his mafterly pen. , , 

Profeffors Reid and Anderfon, and the two 
Mcffieurs Foulis^ the Elzevirs of Glafgow,, dined 
and drank tea with us at our inn, after which the 
profeffors went away; and. I, having a letter to 
write, left my fellow-traveller with MelEeurs Foulis. 
Though good and ingenious men, they had that un- 
fettled fpeculative mode of converfation which ia 
offenlive to a man regularly taught at an Englifh. 
ichool and univerfity. I found that^ inftead of- 
liftening to the did;ates of the Sage, they had teazed 
him with queftions and doubtful deputations. Ho- 
came in a flutter to me, and de&red I might come. 
back again, for he could not bear thefe men. " Q. 
ho I fir, (faid I,) you are flying to me for refuge l" 
He never, in any fituation, was at a lofs for a ready 
repartee. He anfwered, with quick vivacity, ** Itt 
is of two evils chpofing the lead." I was delighted 
with this flafli burfling from the cloud which hung, 
ijpon his mind, clofed my letter direftly, and joined: 
the company, 

, We fupped at profeffor Anderfon's. The gcne-i 
ral impreffion upon my memory is, that w^ l^d mk 

j much 
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hruth bbnverfation at Glafgow, where the prbfeflbf 9, 
like their brethren at 'Aberdeen, did not venture 
to iexpofe themfelves much to the battery of cannon 
Which they knew might play upon them. Dr. Johri- 
fon,* who was fully confcious of his own fuperior 
powers, afterwards praifed Principal Robertfon . for 
his caution in this refpeft* He faid to me, *' Ro-' 
bertfon, fir^ was in the right. Robertfon is a man 
of eminence, and the head of a college at Ed in-* 
burgh. He had a charadler to maintain^ and did 
Well not to riik its being leflened/* 

t SaturdOfj ioth OSIober. , ' 

We fet out towards Ayrlhire. I fent jofeph oii 
to Loudoun^ with a mefTage, that, if the earl was 
at home. Dr. Johnfori and I would have the honour. 
to dine with him; Jofeph met us on the road, and 
reported that the earl ^^ jumped for }oy^^ and faid^ 
^* I (hall be very happy to fee them." — We were re- 
ceived with a moft pleafing courtefy by his lordKhip, 
and by the countefs his mother^ who, in her ninety-' 
fifth year, had all her faculties quite unimpaired. 
This was a very cheering fight to Dr. Johnfon, who 
had an extraordinary defire for long life. Her lady- 
fliip was ienfible and well-informed, and had feen 
a great deal of the world. Her lord had held fever al 
high offices, and fhe was filler to the great Earl of 
Stair. 

I cannot here refrain from payiflg a juft tribute 
to the charafter of John Earl of Loudoun, who did 
more fervice to the county of Ayr in general, as 
well as to individuals in ir, than any man we have 
ever had. It is painful to think that he met with^ 
much ingratitude from perfons both in high and 

€c 2 low 
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Ipw rai^c : but fuch was his temper^ fucb has kttow-. 
kdge of •' |)af€ mwkind *," tbai^ as if he had cx- 
ye&jsd jif> oiher return, hi$ mnd was never foured^ 
and he retained hi^ good-hunoour ami bene»okncc 
to the laft. The tendeinefs of his heart wasr proved 
m i745'6» when he Kacl an important command la 
the Highlands, and behaved with a generous hu* 
manity to the unfortunat;*. : . I cannot.. ftgyre a more 
honeft politician; for, though his incereft in ovjr 
qounty waft great, and generally fuccefafttl, he noc 
only did not deceive by faUadons promifes, but 
was anxious that people ftiould not deceive thcm- 
felves by too fanguine eapcftationa. His kind and 
dutiful aites>tiort to hU mother v^as iwirenritted. 
At his houfe wasr truQ hoJfpitalky ; a pUin but a 
plentiful table ; and every gueft, being left; at per*. 
fe6t fr^^d^ng^ fek hirnf^lf quite eafy and happy. 
While I live^ I feall honour the memojy q£ this 
amiable man* 

Ataighi,, we advanced a few miles, farther, cq 
the houfe of Mr. Capapbell of Treeibank, who was 
married to one of my wife's fifters, and were en- 
t(Brtained very agreeably by a worthy couple. 

Sunday 9 3 1/ O£lober. 

We iiepofed here in tranquillity. Dr, Johnfon was 
pleafed to find a numerous and exceUenc colleflion 
of books, which had moftly belonged to the Re- 
verend Mr. John Campbell, broiher of ouf hoft. 
I was defirous to have procured for ipy fclkiw tra- 
veller, to-day,, the company of Sir John Cunkg- 
hame, of Caprington, whole caftle was but two 
miles from us. He was a very diftinguiflied fcholar^ 

was 

• The iiBwtHiBg gratiude ©f bafe mankind* Pope. 
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long abroad, and during ^art of the time lived niuch 
^ith the learned Cuninghame, . the opponent of 
Bcntley as a critick upon Horace. He Avrote Latin 
with great elegance, and, what is very iiemaAable, 
read Honrrer and Ariofto through every year. I 
wrote to him to requeft he would come to us ; but 
unfortunately he was prevented by indifpo^ition. 

Monday^ ift Nmtmber. 

Though Dr. Johnfon was lazy, and averfe to 
more, I infilled that he ftiould go with me, and pay 
a vifit to the Countefs of "Eglintoune, mother di 
the late and prefcnt earl. I aflured him, he would 
find himfelf amply recompenfed for the trouble*, 
and he yielded to my folicitations, though with fom^ 
unwillingnefs. We were well mounted, and had 
not many miles to ride. He talked of the attention 
that is neceffary in order to diftribute our charity ju- 
dicioufly. '* If thoughtlefsly done, we may negleft 
the molt dcferving objeds ; and, as every man has 
but a certain proportion to give, if it is lavilhed 
upon thofe who firft prefent themfelvts, there may 
be nothing left for fuch as have a better claim. A 
man (hould firft relieve thofe who are nearly con- 
nefted with him, by whatever tie •, and then, if he 
has any thing to fpare, may extend his botinty to a 
wider circle." 

As we pafled very near the cattle of Dtindonald, 
which was one of the many refidencies of the kings 
of Scotland, and in which Robert the Second lived 
and died, Dr. Johnfon wifhed to furvey it particu- 
larly. It ftands on a beautiful rifing ground, which 
is feen at a great diftance on feveral quarters, and 
from whence there is an extenfivc profpcft of the 

C c 3 rich 



390 JOURNAL OF, A TOUR 

rich diftridl of Cuninghame, the wcftcrn fea, the 
ifle of Arran, and a part of the northern coaft pf 
Ireland.. It has long been unroofed 5 and, though 
of confidcrable fize, we could not, by any power of 
imagination^ figure it as having been a fuitable har 
bitation for majcfty. Dr. Johnfon, to irritate my 
4)ld Scottijh enthufiafm, was very jocular on tl^ 
'homely accommodation of " King Boh^*^ and roar^ 
and laughed till the ruins echoed. 

JLady Eglintoune, though Ibe w^ n0w \i\ her 
eighty^fifth year, and had lived in the retirenient of 
the country for almoft half a century, was ftill a 
very agreeable woman. She was of the noble hQufe 
of Kennedy, and had all the elevation which the 
confcipufnefs of fuch birth infpires., Her figure was 
jmajeftick,^ her manners high-bred, her reading ex- 
icnfivc, and her copverfation elegant. She; bad 
beeA the admiration of the gay circles of life, an4 
the patronefs of poet^s. Pr. Johnfpn was delighte4 
with his reception her^. Her principles in churcli 
^d ftate were congenial with his. She knew al) 
his .merit, and had heard much of him from he? 
fon. Earl Alexander, w(io loved to cultivate th^ 
acquaintance of men of talents, in ?v^ry depart* 
ment. 

All who knew his lordfhip, wil} allow that hvs^ 
underftanding and accomplifliments were of no oi> 
dipary rate. From the gay habits which he ha4 
early acquired, he fpent too much of his time with 
ipen^ and in purfuics far beneath fuch a mind as 
his. He afterwards became fenfible of it, and 
turned his thoughts to bbjefls of importance ; but 
was cut off in the prime of hjs life. I cannot fpeak,. 
bpt with emotions of the mpft afFeftionate regret,, 
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of one, in wKofe jcotnpany many of my early d^y^ 
were pafied, and tQ wbQf? kindnels I was much inr 
debted. 

Often muil I ha^e occalion to upbraid myfelf^ 
that foon aflier our return to the main land, I allowed 
indolence to p^v.ail over me ip much, as to (brink 
from the labour of continuing itny journal with the 
fame minutenefs as before ; (heltering myfelf in the 
thought, that we had done with the Hf hides ; and 
not confidering, that pr. Jphnfon's Jj^moraiilia 
were likely to be morp valuable when we were re- 
ftored to a more poliihed ijbciety. Much has thu$ 
been irrecoycraWy Joft. 

In the courfe of our co^verfatioa this day, ic 
came out, that Lady Eglintoune was married the 
year before Dr. Johnfon was born ; upon which fhe 
gracioufly faid to him, that (he might have been his 
mother ; and that (he now adopted him ; and when 
we w,ere going ^way, fhe embraced him, faying^ 
** My dear fon, farewell I" — My friend was much . 
pleafed with this day's entertainment, and Qvyne^ 
that ) had donjs weU tq fQrce h}m put, . : 

^uefdayj 2d Tfovemie^. 

We were now in a country not only " of/a^die^. 
und bridles^^ but of poft-chaifcs ; and having ordered 
qne from Kilmgrfiock, we got to Auchinleck be-' 
fere dinner, \ 

My father was not quire a ye^r and a half older, 
than Dn Johnfon -, but his confcientious difchargc 
of his laborious duty as a judge in Scotland, whqre; 
the law proceedings are almoft all in writing, — a fe^ 
vcre cqmplaint which ended in. his death, — an4 thq 
|ofs of my mother, a woman of almoft uneifartpled 
Cc 4 >iety 
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piety and goodnefs, — had before this time in hme 
degree afFeftcd his fpirits, and rendered him kfs 
dilpofed to exert his faculties : for he had originally 
a very ftrong mind, and checrfwl temper. He 
aflured me, he never had felt one moment of what 
is called low fpirits, or uneafinefs, without a reai ^ 
catifc. He had a great many good florics, which 
he told uncommonly well, and he was remarkable 
for •* humour, incolumi gravitate,** as Lord. Mon** 
boddo ufcd to character ife it. His age, his o£ce» 
and his charader, had k»g given him art acknow« 
Icdgcd claim to greac attention, in whatever compa- 
ny he was *, and he could ill brdok any diminution 
of it* He was as fanguinfc a Wh.g and Pre(by- 
terian, as !>• Johnfon was a Tory and church of 
England man : and as be had not much leifure to 
be informed of Dr. Johnfon*s great merits by rcad-^ 
ing his works, he had a partial and unfavourable 
notion of him, founded on his fuppofed political 
tenets •, which were fo difcordant to his own, thar, 
inftead of fpeaking of him with that refpcd to which 
he was entitled, he ufcd' to call him ^^2Ljac9bit$ 
fellow'* Knowing all this, I flioqld not have ven- 
tured to bring them together, had not my father, 
but of kindnels to m^, defired me to invite Dr^ 
Johnfon to hi3 hov»fe. 

1 was very anxioiw that all ihould be well ; and 
jbegged of my friend to avoid three topicks, as to 
which they differed very widely; Whiggifm, Prcf- 
byterianifm, and-r-Sir John Pringle. He faid 
courteously, ^* I fliall certainly pot taljc on (ubjefts 
which 1 am told are difagreeable to a gentleman 
under whofe roof I am j efpecially, I ihall n^ot dx> 
fo to ^our fatbar^^^ 
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Our firft day went off very linoothly. It rained, and 
^e couki not get out ; but my father (hewed Dr« 
Johnfon his library, which, in curious editions of 
the Greek and Roman claflkks, is, I fuppofe, not 
excelled by any private coUedbn in Great Britain. 
My father had ftudied at Leydeo, and been very 
intimate with the Gronovii, and other learned mea 
there. He was a found fcholar, and, in particular, 
had collated manufcripts and different editions of 
Anacreoa, and others of the Greek Lyrick poets, 
with great care ; fo that my friend and he had much 
matter for converfation, without touching on the 
fatal topicks of difference. 

Dr. Johnfon found here Baxter's Anacreon^ which 
he told me he had long enquired for in vain, and 
faegan to fufpeft there was no fuch book. Baxter 
was the keen antagonift of Barnes. His life is in 
jhe Biographia Britamuca. My father has written 
jmany notes on this book, and Dr. Johnfon and I 
talked of having it reprinted. 

Wednefday^ ^d November. 

It rained all day, and gave Dr. Johnfon an im« 
preilion of that incommodioufnefs of climate in the 
weft, of which he has taken notice in his " Journey j" 
but, being well accommodated, and furniflied with 
variety of books, he was not diffatisfied; 

Some gentlemen of the neighbourhood came to 
vifit my father ; but there was little converfatipn. 
One of them aflced Dr. Johnfon how he liked the 
Highlands. The queftion feemed to irritate him, 
for he ani^i/efed, ^' How, fir, can you aflc me what 
.obliges me. to fpeak unfavourably of a country 
^wherc I havp been hofpitably entertained ? Who can 
' like 
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like the the Highlands? — I like the inhabitant 
very well/'-r-The ge;itleman aiked no more quef- 
tions. 
. Let me now midce up for the prefent neglcfV^ b^ 
again gleaning from the paft. At Lord Monboddo's, 
after the converfation upon the decreafe of learning 
in England, his Lordihip mentioned Hermet by Mr. 
Harris of Salifbury, as the work of a living authour, 
for whom he had a great refped. Dr. Johnfon faid 
nothing at the time ; but when we were in our poft- 
chaife, told me, he thought Harris H a coxcomb.*^ 
This he faid of him, not as a man, but as an au-i* 
thour \ and I give his opinions of men and books, \ 
faithfully, whether they agree with my own, or not. 
I do admit) that there always appeared to me fome- 
thing of affe6bation in Mr. Harris's manner of 
writing; fomething of a habit of dothing plain- 
thoughts in analytick and categorical formality. 
But all his wridngs ^re imbued with learning \ aix} 
all breathe that philanthropy and amiable difpofi-* 
(ion, which diflinguifhed him as a man*. 

At another time, during oqr Tour, he drew the 
charaAer of a rapacious Highland Chief with the 

ftrength : 

• This gentleman, though devoted to the ftudy of grammar and 
dialeflicksy was not fo abforbed in it as to be without a fcnle of 
pleafantry, or to be offended at his favourite topicks being treate4' 
lightly. I one day met him in the flreet, as I was haftening to 
the Houfe of Lords, and told him, I was forry I could not ftop» 
being rather too late to attend an appeal of the Duke of Hamilton' 
againft Douglas. '< I thought (faid he) their cqnteft had been. 
over long ago/* I anfwered, <' The conteft concerning Douglases 
fyiation was over long ago \ but the conteft now is, who (hall have 
/the eiUte.". .Then« afluming the air of *-^ an antientfage philofopher,** 
I. proceeded thus : ' Were I lo predicate concerning him, I >(hould 
fay, the conteft formerly was, What m he? The conteft now is. 
What has he ? '— " Right, (replied Mr, Harris, fmiHog,) Jou havcf 
4E>ne with quality, and have got into quantity*^* 
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^rtngth of Theophraftus or la Bruyere ; concluding 
with thcfe srords : M Sir, he has no more the foul 
c^f a Chief, than an attorney who has twenty houfe 
in a ftreet;, aqd popliders hpw much he can make by 
Ithem " 

He thi^ day, when we were by ourfelves, obr 
ferved, how common it was for people to talk from 
books; to retail the fentiments of others^ and not 
cheir own; in (hort, to converfe without any origin 
pality of thinking. He was pleafe^ to fay, " You 
|ind I dp not talk from bpoks/' 

» 
^burfday^ j^b November. 

I was glad to have at length a very fine day, on 
which I could fliew Dr, Johnfon the Place of my 
family, which h^ has honoured with fo much atten* 
tion in his ** Journey.** He is, however, miftakea 
in thinking that the Celcick name, Aucbinleck^ has 
110 relation to the natural appearance of it. I ber 
lieve every Celtick name of a place will be found 
very defcriptive, Auchinleck does notfignify a/^^jr 
fieldy as he has faid, but a field of flag Jlones, ; and 
this place has a number of rocks, which abound ia 
ftrata of that kind. The " fuUen dignity of the old 
<;aftle,** as he has forcibly expreffed it, delighted 
him exceedingly* On one fide of the rock on which 
its ruins ftand, runs the river Z«g-^r, which is here 
of copficjerable breadth, and is bordered by other 
high ropks, ihaded with wood. On the other fide 
runs a bropk, Ikirted in the fame manner, but on^ 
a fmaller fcale. I cannot figure a more romantic^ 
fcene* 

I felt myfelf elated here, and expatiated to my 
illuftriovis Mentor on the antiquity arid honourable 

alliances 
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alluinces of my family, and on the merles of its 
ibunder, Thomas Bofwell^ who was highly favoured 
by his foveneygn, James IV. of Scotland, and fell 
with him ac the battle of Fiodden-Eeld ; and in the 
glow of what, 1 am fenfible, will, in a commercial 
age, be confidered a& genealogical enthuCiafm, did 
HOC omit to mention what 1 was fure my friend would 
not think lightly of, my relation to the Royal £er- 
fenage, whofe liberality, on bis accejfion to the 
throne, had given him comfort and independence. 
1 have, in a former page, acknowledged my pride 
of ancient blood, in which I was encouraged by 
Pr. Johnfon : my readers therefore will not be fur- 
prifed at my having indulged it on this occafion* 

Not far from the old caftle is a fpot of confe- 
crated earth, on which may be traced the founda- 
cions of an ancient chapel, dedicated to St* Vincent, 
and where in old times ** was the place of graves'* 
for the family. It grieves me to think that the remains 
©f fandtity here, which were confiderabk, were drag- 
ged away, and employed in building a part of the 
houfe oi Auchinleck, of the middle age*, which was 
the family rcfidence, till my father erefted that 
** elegant modern manfion," of which Dr. Johnfon 
fpeaks fo handfomely. Perhaps this chapel may 
one day be rcftored. 

Dr. Johnfon was pleafed, when I fhewed him 
Ibme venerable old trees, under the (hade of which 
jmy ^nceftors had^alked- He exhorted me to plant 
affiduqufly, as my father had done to a great ex- 
tent. 

As I wandered with my reverend friend in the 
groves of Auchinleck, I told him, that, if 1 furvived 
him, it was my intention to ereft a monument 

to 
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to him bene, among fcenes which, in my tnind^ 
were aU daffical 5 for in my youth I had appropri- 
ated to them many of the defcriptions of the Roman 
poets. He could not bear to have death prefented 
to him in any ihape; for His conftitutional melan- 
choly made the king of terrours more frightfuL Ac 
turned off the ftrbjctf):, Cxymgy ^ Sir, I hope to fee 
your grand-diildrcn !* . . 

This forenoon he obferved fome cattle without 
horns, of which he has taken notice in his ' ** Jour* 
ney," and ieems undecided whether they be of a 
particular race. His doubts appear to havt; had no 
foundation; for my rpfpeftable neighbour, Mr. Fair* 
lie, who^ with all his attention to agriculture, finds 
tiixie bxnh for the clalTicks and bis friends, a£lires oie 
tbey are a diftindl: Species, and that, when any of 
thck calves have horns, a mixture'of breed caa be 
traced.. In confirmation of his opinion, he potnted 
out to mc the following paiTage in TacituSy— ** J\fe 
armmtis quidam fuus honoTj out gloria frontis \* (De 
mor. Gtvm. § 5.) which he wondered had efcaped 
Dr. Johnfon. * 

On the front of the houfe of Auchinleck is this 
inferipiioft : 

^— • ^od pet is ^ hie efi ; 

Eft Ulubris*^ animus Ji te non deficit aquus* 

It is chantfteriftick of the, founder ; but the ammus 
^quus is, alas ! not inheritable, nor the fubjcft of 
devife. He always talked to me as if it were in a 
man's own power to attain it ; but Dr. Johnfon told 
me that he owned to him, when they were atone, 
his perfuafion that it was in a great mcafure con- 
ftitutional, or the ejffeft of caufcs which do not de- 
pend 
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pcnd ort ourfelvcs, and that Horace bbaftff tod^ 

moch, when he fays^ ^equUm mi animum ipfe 



Friday^ pb itovembeTi 

' The Reverend Mr. Dun, our parifti miniffeiv ^ 
who had dined with us ycfterday^ with fome other 
company, infifted that Dn Johnfoft and I fliould, 
dine with him to-day. This gave me an oppor- 
^tunity to (hew my friend the road to' the church,^! 
made by my father at a great expence^ for above, 
three miles, on his own eftate, through a range of' 
well enclofed farms, with a row of trees on each 
fide of it. He called it the Viafacra^ and was very 
fond of it. Dr. Johnfon^ though he held notions 
far diftant from thofe of the prefbyterian dci^, 
yet could aflbciatc on good terms with them. He 
indeed occafionally attacked them. One of. them ^ 
difcovered a narrownefs of information concerning, 
rfie dignitaries of the church of England, among, 
whom may be found men of the greateft learnings 
virtue, and p5ety<y and of a truly apoftolic cha- 
rafter. He talked before Dr. Johnfon, of fat 
bifhops and drowfy deans •, and, in (hort, feemedi 
to believe the illiberal and profane fcoffings of pro- 
feffed fatyrifts, or vulgar railers. Dr. Johnfon was 
fo highly offended, that he faid to him, " Sir, you 
know no more of our church than a Hottentot."— F 
was forry that he brought this upon himfelf. 

Saturday^ 6th November. 

« I cannot be certain, whether it was on this day, 
or a former, that Dr. Johnfon and my father came-- 
in collifion. If I recoiled, right, the conceit begank 

while 
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1»^hUc my father was ftiewing him his collcftion of 
medals 5 and Oliver Cromwell's coin unfortunately 
introduced Charles the Firft, and Toryifm, They 
became cjccecdingly warm, and violent, and I was 
very much diftrefled by being prefent at fuch an 
altercation between two men, both of whom I re- 
verenced ; yet I durft not interferfe. It would cer- 
tainly be very unbecoming in me to exhibit my 
honoured father, and my refpedled friend, as in- 
telkftual gladiators, for the entertainment of the 
publick; and therefore I fupprefs what would, T 
dare fay, make an interefting fcene in this dra- 
matick fketch,— this account of the tranfit of John- 
fon over the Caledonian Hemifphere. 

Yet I think I may, without impropriety, men- 
tion one circumftance, as an inflance of my father's 
addrefs. Dr. Johnfon challenged him, as he did 
lis all at Taliiker, to point out any theological 
works of merit written by Prefbyterian minifters in 
Scotland. My father, whofe ftudies did not lie 
much in that way, owned to me afterwards, that 
he was fomewhat at a lofs how to anfwer, but that 
luckily he recoUeded having read in catalogues the 
title of Durham on the Galatians ; upon which he 
boldly faid, " Pray, fir, have you read Mr JDurham's 
excellent commentary on the Galatians ?" — «' No, 
fir," faid Dr. Johnfon. By this lucky thought my 
father kept him at bay, and for fome time enjoyed 
his triumph ; but his antagonift foon made a retort, 
which I forbear to mention. 
^ In the courfe of their altercation, Whiggifm and 
Prefbyterianifm, Toryifm and Epifcopacy, were. 
I . terribly buffeted. My worthy hereditary friend, 

t * Sir 

1 . . . . *• 
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Sir John Pringle, never having been memiofiei}^ 

happily efcaped without a braife. 

My father's opinion of Dr. Johnfon may be coo* 
jedured from the name he afterwards gave hiatf 
which was Ursa Major. Buc it is, not true, as has 
been reported, that it was in confequence of my 
faying that he was a co»fieUati$n of genius and liie« 
rature. It was a fly abrupt exprefSon to one o£ 
his brethren on the bench of the Court of Seffion^ 
in which Dr. Johnibn was then Handing ; but it was 
not faid in bis hearing, 

Sut$dayy jib Noventher* 
My father and I went to publick worfliip in ant 
parifti-churcb, in which I regretted that Dr. John* 
Jon would not join us ; for> though we have there 
no form of prayer, nor magnificent folcmnity, yet, 
as God is worfhipped id fpirit and in troth, and the 
feme doftrines preached as in the church of Eng- 
land, my friend would certainly I^ve fliewn more 
liberality, had he attended. I doubt not, haw« 
ever, but he employed his time in private to ?cry 
good purpofe. His uniform and fervent piety was 
manifefted on many occafions during o>or Tour,. 

>^hich I haye not mentioned. His reaiian for noc^ 

joining in Prefbyterian worfhip has been recorded is 
a former page *• 

Msndofy %tb l^wemhei^. 
Notwithftanding the altercation that had paflcd^ 
my father who had the dignified courtefy of an old 
Baron, was very dvB «o Dr. Johiifon, and politely 

attended 

♦ P. lOf. 
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ittcftded hirn- to the po{t^chaife,..;wlMdi ,,w^^ to^ 
conv^ U;^ ^ Edinburgh. ..,!,'.!,! 

. Thw^s they parted. — ^They are now' in anot!fer^ 
39d a fei^hqr, ^ fljatc. of £xifl?eace :^ and as they were 
fyoth worthy chriftian men, I truft they hayc met in 
happihcfs. ;But I ipuft obferve^ in juftice to tnjr 
friemj?? political prin<?iples, and my own, that they 
have inec in a place where there is no*^ room for 
Whiggifm. . .... . \ 

We came at night to a goodinn^at Hamilton.—^ 
I rec^Up^ no more. ,, ■ '_ 

> .... VCuefda^y gtb J^ovemher. 

\ wiflicd to have fhewn Dr. Johnfon the Duke of 
Hamilton's houfe, commonly called tlic Palace of 
HaR^iltoriy which is clofe by the townV. It is an 
f)bj?d: which,. having been pointed out'to me as a 
fplcndid edifice, from iny earlieft years, in travelling 
between AuchiiJeck apd Edinburgh, has ftill great 
grandeur in my imagjpation, My friend confented 
to ftop,* and view. the outfide of it, but could not 
.be perfu^^cd to go into it. 

We. arrived this night at Edinburgh, after an 
abfence of eighty-three days. For five weeks toge- 
ther, of the tempeftuQUs . feafon^^ there had been no 
accpvmt received of vis, I cannot exprefs how happy 
I was padding, myfelf again at homc^ 

> Wednefdayi lOth November. . 

Old Mr. Drummond, the bookfeller, came to 

brcakfiaft^ Dr. Johnfon and he had not. met for 

ten ^G^x^. There was refpedt on his fide, and 

^kindnpf(^ on Dr.. Johnlbn's. . Soon afterwards Lord 

J^libank came in, and was, much pleafcd' at feeiifili;: 



402 JOURNAL OF ATOUR 

Dr. Johnfon in Scotland. His. lordj^jp- faiH^ 
** hardly any thing feemed to him more irnpfol3a«i» 
blc." Dr. Johnfon had a very high opinion of lum. 
Speaking of him to me, he charaderized lum ditis r 
^^ Lord Elibank has read a great deal. It is true, 
I can find in books all that he has read *, but he has 
a great deal of what is in books, proved by the teft 
of real life.**—— Indeed, there have been few men 
whofe coDveriation difcovered more knowledge en« 
livened by fancy. He publiflied feveral fmall pieces, 
of diftinguifiied merit ; and has left fome in manu* 
fcript, in particular ao account of the expedition ' 
againft Carthagena, in which he ferved as an officer 
in the army. His writings deferve to be colleftcd. 
He was the early patron of DnRobertfon, the hifto* 
rian, and Mr. Home, the tragick poet ; who, when 
they were minifters of country parishes, lived near 
his feat. He told me, ** I faw thefe lads had talents, 
and they were much with me.** — I hope they will 
pay a grateful tribute to his memory. 

The mornirig was chiefly taken tip by Dr. 
Johnfon*s giving him an atcdunt of our Tour. — ^Thc 
fubjed): of difierence in political principles was iiv« 
Xtoduccd.--rjdbnfon. " It is much increafed by op- 
.pofuion. . There was a violent Whig, with Whom I 
iifed to contend with great cagernefe. After hfe 
^eath I felt my Toryifm much abated.**-**-! fuppofe 
he meant Mr. Walmfley of Lichfield, whofe cha- 
racter he has drawn fo weir in his life of Edmund 

jMr. Nairne came in, and he and I accompanied 
Dr. Jolihfon to Edinburgh caftle, which he owned 
was ** a! great place.*' But 1 muft mention, as « 
linking inftance bf thiat l^iric x>i contradi#t<M)- to 
'" * . '" which 



TO THE HEBRIDES; 40^ 

which h« had a ftrong prdpenfity, when Lord Eli« 
bank was fome days after talking of it with the 
natural elation of a Scotchman, or of any man who 
is proud of a ftately fortrefs m his own country^ 
Dr. Johnibn affedfced to defpife it, obferving thatf 
" it would make a good prifan in England." 

Left ic Ihpuld be fuppofed that I have fupprefled 
ofieof his fallies againft my country, it may not be 
improper here to correct a miftaken account that has 
been circulated, as to his converfation this day. It 
has been faid, that being defired to attend to the 
mble profpeft from the Caftle-hill, he replied^ 
**Sir, the nobleft profpeft that a Scotchman ever 
fees, is the high road that leads him to London.**-— 
This lively farcafm was thrown out at a tavern in 
London, in my prefence, many years before. 

We had with us to day at dinner, at my houfe,. 
the Lady Dowager Colvill, and Lady Anne Erflcine^ 
iifters of the Earl of Kelly ; the Honourable Archi- 
bald Erjkbc, who has now fucceedcd to that title; 
Lord Elibank; the Reverend Dr. Blair; Mr. 
Tytler, the acute vmdicator of Mary Queen of 
Scots, and fome other friends. 

Fingalbdtig talked of. Dr. Johnfon, who ufed 
to boaft that he had, from the firft, refifted both 
Ollian and the Giants of Patagonia, averred his po* 
fitive disbelief of its authenticity. Lord Elibank 
faid, " I am fure it is not M*Pherfon*s. Mr. John- 
fon, i keep company a great deal with you ; it is 
known I do. I may borrow from you better things 
than I can fay myfelf, and give them as my own ; 
but, if I iDhould, every body will know whofe they 
are.'*-r-The Doftor was not foftened by this com- 
pliment* He denied merit to JFingal^ fuppofing it* 

D.d z 10^ 
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so be' tl^lp^oduflion of a tnaa ,who has had the aiJ* 
yantagejs jtji^c the prefent age affords; and faid» 
" nothing is more eafy than to write enough ia that 
ftyle if orjce you begin ^-"-^^Ctae gendemaniii corft- 
pany exprelfiqg his opinion " that FrngM was cer- 
tainly* genuine, for that he had -heard a great part of 
It repeated ir) the original/* Dn Johnfon indignantly 
aflced him, whether he underftood the original -, to 
which an anfwer being given in.the negative, ** Why 
then^ (faid Dr. Johnfon,) we 'fee to what Ms tcftii 
mony comeshir-rthus it is." 

I n)f ntJQn^ this as a remarkable proof how Ha^* 
ble xkQ mind of man is to credulity, when not 
guarded by fuch ftridt examination as that which Dr* 
Johnfon habitually pradifed. The talents and ini 
tegrity of the gentleman who made the: remark, arc 
unqueftionable; yet, had not Dr. Johnfon made him 
advert to the confidcratiori,^that he whojdoes not 
underftand a language, cannot know that fomething 
which is recited to him is in that language, he.mighc 
have believed, and reported to this hotir, that h« 
had " heard a great part of Eingal repeated in the 
original." 

For the fatisfadiori of. thofe on the north of the 
Tweed, who may think Dr. Johnfon's account of 
Caledonian credulity and inaccuracy too ftrong, it is 
but fair to add, that he admitted the fame kind o£ 
ready belief might be found in his own country^ 
V. He.would undertake, (he faid) to write an epick 
poem on the ftory of Robin Hood^ and half England^ 
to whom the names and places he fhould mentioiv 

in" 

• I defire not to b<? tiqderftooel as agreeing entirely with the opTniprta. 
of Dr. Johnfon, which I relate without any remark. The mai>y 
imitations, however, of Fingal^ that have bec6 publiihed, cOnfirnr 
tm obfervation in a confidei^ablt d«gre9« 
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irtit a^e famUiar, would believe and dcsckre they had 
heard it from their earlitft years." 

; One of his objedions to the authenticity of Fingal^ 
dpring the converfatioo ,at Ulinifliv is omitted in 
rny Journal, but I ^m&\y recoiled it.-rr-** Why . 
is. not the original depofued in fome publick. library, : 
inftead of exhibiting aicoeftations of its exiftencc ? 
Suppofe there were a queftion in a court of juftice, 
v/hether a man be dead or alive: You aver he isi 
alive, and you bring fifty witnefies to fwear it:.- I- 
anfwer, ^ Why do you not produce the man ?"-^: 
This is an argument founded on one t)f the firft 
principle^ of the law of evidence^ which Gilbert 
would have held to be irrefragable^ . 

I do not think it incumbent, on me to giv« any 
precife decided opinion upon this queftion, as to 
which I believe more than . fome, , and lefs than 
others. The fubject appears to have ,now^ become 
very uninterefting to the publLck, Thaui^jVag'tf/ .ia 
not from beginning to. end a- tranflation from the 
Gallicky but x!(v2Xfi)me paflages have been fupplied 
by the editor to conneft the whole, I have heard ad« 
mitted by very warm advocates for its authenticity* 
If this be the cafe, why are .not thefe diftindly afceri» 
tained ? Antiquaries, and admirers of the work^ 
may complain, that they are in a fituation fimilar 
to that of the unhappy gentleman whofc wife in^* 
formed hiip, on her death-bed, that one of their re- 
puted children was not his; and, when he eagerly 
J3egged her to declare which of them it was, fhe an- 
fwered, '* T^bat you Ihall never know j'* and ex^ 
pired, leaving him in irremediable doubt ^ tQ 
;^m alU 

Ddf J beg 
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I beg leave now to fay fomething upon ficon4 
fight ^ of which I have related two inftapccs, as they 
imprefied my mind at the time, I oWn, I returned 
from the flebrides with a confiderable degree pf faith 
in the many ftories of that kind whifcb I heard with 
li.tooeafy acquiefcence, without any clofe examina- 
tion pf the evidence : but, fincc that timc^ my ber 
lief in thoij: ftories has been much wpaken^d, by rt^ 
fieAing on the carelefs inaccpracy of narrative \v\ 
common matters, from which we may certainly 
conclude that there may be the fatpe in what is more 
pxtraordipary.-— It is but ju(l, howevpr, to add, that 
the belief in fecond fight is not peculiar to th^ 
Highlands and IQes. 

Soinc years after our Tour, a caufe was tried in 
the Court pf Se0ion, where the principal faft to be 
frfcertained was, whether a fhip-mafter, who ufe4 
to frequent the \Vcftern fiighlands and Ifles, wa$ 
drowned in one particplar year, or in the year after. 
A great number pf witne0es frop t^oijb parts were 
examined on each fide, and fwore direftly contrary 
to each othier, upon this fimple qucftion. One of 
them, a yery refpcftable Chieftain, who told me a 
ftory of fcconcj fight, which I have not mentioned, 
but which I top implicitly believed, had in this cafe^ 
previous to this publick examination, not only faid^ 
but attefted under his hand, that he had feen the 
fiiip-mafter in the year fubfequent to that in which 
the court was finally fatisficd he was frowned, 
"When intetrogatcd with the ftrifftnefs of jpdicia) 
inquiry, and under the awe of an oath, he recoU 
JeAed himfelf better, find retraded what he haq 
formerly aflferted, apologifing for his inaccuracy, by 
felling the jji^gcs, ** A man m\\ Jfcy what he will 
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W>tfweary'-^By many he was much cenfurcd, and 
it was maintained that every gentleman would be a$ 
attentive to truth without the fandion of an oath, a$ 
with it. Dr. Johnfon, though he himfelf was dif- 
tinguilhed at all times by a fcrupulous adherence 
to truth, controverted this propofition ; and, as a 
proof that this was not, though it ought to be, the 
cafe, urged the very different decifions of eleftions 
under Mr; Grenville's Aft, from ' thofe formerly 
made. *' Gendemen will not pronounce upon oath^ 
what they would have faid, and voted in the houfe^ 
without that fanftion.'* 

However difficult it may be for men who believe 
in preternatural communications, in modern times, 
to fatisfy thofe who are of a different opinion, they 
may ealiiy refute the doftrine of their opponents^ 
.who impute a belief in fscond fight to fuperjlition. 
To entertain a vifionary notion that one fees a dit- 
tant or future event, may be called fuperftition 5 but 
the correfpondence of the faA or event with fuch an 
jimpreflion on the fancy, though certainly very won-- 
^erful, ifprovedy has no more connexion with fu* 
perdition, than magnetifm or electricity. 

After dinner, various topicks were difcufled; 
but I rccolleft only one particular. Dr. Johnfon 
compared the different talents of Garrick ^nd Footer 
as companions, and gave Garrick greatly the pre* 
fcrence for elegance, though he allowed Foote ex«* 
traordinary po^^ers of entertainment. He faid^ 
^* Garrick is reftrained by fome principle ; but Footc 
has the advantage of an unlimited range. Garrick 
has fome delicacy of feeling ; it is polllble to put 
him out 5 you may get the better of him 5 but Foote 
is the moft incomprcffiblc fellow that I ever knew : 
when you have driven him into a corner, and think 

D d 4 you 
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yoil aPCf^urc of him, he runs throqgh .Between youp 

Jegs, or lumps over your, head, and make3 his 

Dr. Erfkme and Mr. Robert. Walked;, t^.d very 
refpedable miniftefs of Edinburgh, fupped with 
Vs, as did the , Reverend Dr. Webfter.— The con- 
yerfation turned" on the Moravian mifli6n$, and on 
the Methpdi(ts."\ Dr. Johjifop obrerved in general, 
that mi ffionaries were too fanguine in th^ir accounts 
of .^heif fuccefs among favages, and that mUch of 
what they tell is not to be believed;' he ownbd that 
;he Methodifts had done good ; had fpread religioui 
imprcffions among the vulgar part of mankind ; 
but, he faid, 'they had great bitternefs'againft other 
Chrift'ians, an^ that he never could get a'Methodift 
to explain in wHat he excelled others -, that it always 
ended in the ^indifpenfible neceffity of hearing on9 
pf their preaQhers. ' 

' ^hurfdayj iith November^ 

' Principal Robertfon came to us as vye fat at break- 
?aft,' he advanced to Dr. Johnfon, repeating a line 
of Virgil, which I forget, I fuppofe, ' either 
• Pofi varies cafusy pr tot dijcrimina rerum^ — ; 

- , — tnultum file ^t term jaSlatus^ et alto.-\ 
Every body had accofted us with fomc ftudied conxr 
pliment on our return. Dr. Johnfon faid, " I ana 
really afhamcd of ^he congratulations which we re- 
ceive. We are addreffed as if we had made a voyage 
|0 Nova Zcmbla, and fufFered five perfecutions ip 
'-^ - Japan.'! 

• Through various hazards and events we move, 

+ Long labours both by fca and land he bore, Drydin. 



Japafl.**^ lind he afterwards remarkcc}, that, "to 
tec a maiKome up with a formal air, and a Latia 
(Kile,' when- we had no fatigue and no danger, was 
provoking." — I told him>-he was not fcnfible of 
€-he danger, having lain under cover in the boat 
during the ftorm: he was like the chicken, that 
liides its head under its wing, and then thinks 
itfelf fafe. ' , ^ 

■ Lord Eiibank came to us, as did Slr^WilHanii 
Forbes. The rafh attempt in 1745 bcing-mentioned, 
I obferved, that it would make a fine piece of Hit 
tory; Dr, Johnfon faid it would. Lord Eiibank 
doubted whether any man of this age could give it 
impartially. — Johnfon^ *' A man, by talking with 
-thofe of different fides, who were aftors in it, and 
putting down all that he hears, may in time coileft the 
maiiprials of a good narrative. You are to confider^ 
all hiftory was at firft oral. I fuppofe Voltaire was 
Jfifty years in collecting his Louis XIV. which he did 
in the way that I am propofing. — Rohertfon. *' He 
did fo. He lived much with all the great people 
who were concerned in that reign, and heard theni 
talk of every thing ; and then either took Mr. Bof- 
well's way, of writing down what he heard, or, 
which is as good, preferved it in his memory 5 for 
he has a wonderful memory." — With the leave, 
however, of this elegant hiftorian, no man's memory 
can preferve fafts or fayings with fuch fidelity as 
may be done by writing them down when they are 
recent.— Dr. Robertfon faid, ** it was now full time 
to make fuch a colleftion as E>r, Johnfon fuggefted^ 
for many of the people who were then in arms^ 
•were dropping ofFj and both Whigs and Jacobites 
were now come to talk with modcratio(i/*-^Lord 

Elibknls; 
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Elibaok faid to him, ^^ Mr/ RobertCon, liie firft 
thing that gave me ^ high opuiiooi of yol:^ was your 
laying in the 3ele& Society \ white parties ran hig^ 
feon alter the year 1 745, that you did not think 
worfe of a man's moral chara£ter for his having beea 
in rebellion. This was venturing to utter a liberal 
fentiment, while both fides had a deteftation of each 
other/* 

Dr. Johnfi>n obferved/ that being 10 rebellion 
from a notion of another's right, was not conneded 
with depravity; and that we had this proof of it» 
that all mankind applauded the pardoning of rebels; 
which they would not do in the cafe of robbers and * 
murderers. He faid, with a fmilc, that " he won- 
dered that the phrafe of unnatural rebellion Ifaould 
be fo much ufed^ for that all rebellion was natural 
to man.'* 



A» I kept no Journal of any thing, that pa0ed 
after this morning, I fhall, from memory, group 
jtogether this and the other days, till that on which 
J)r. Johnfon departed for London. They were in 
all nine days ; on which he dined at Lady Colvill's, 
Lord Hailcs's, Sir Adolphus Oughton's, Sir Alexan- 
der Dick's, Principal Robcrtfon's, Mr. M*Laurin's, 
iind thrice at Lord Elibank's feat in the country. 
Inhere we alfo paffcd two nights. He fuppcd at the 
Honourable Alexander Gordon's, now one of our 
judges, by the title of Lord Rock vilk;* at Mr. 
Nairne's, now alfo one of our judges, by the title of 
Lord DunGnan ; at Dr. Blair'^^ and Mr. Ty tier's ; 

and 

* A AKicty for debate in^Ediobyrgbj confiAing of tlue moft emi* 
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aa3 at my houfc thrice, one evening with a nume- 
rous company, chiefly gentlemen of the law; ano- 
ther with JMr. Menzies of Culdares, and Lord Monk 
boddo, who difengaged himfetf on purpofe to meet 
him 5 and the evening on which we returned from 
JLord Elibanjc's, he fupped with my wife and me by 
pur&lves. 

He breakfafted at Dr, Webfl:er% at old Mr. 
Druminond's, and at Dr. Blacklock's ; and fpent 
one forenoon at my uncle Dn Bofweirs, who fhewed 
him his curioys mufeum ; and, as he was an elegant 
fcholar, and a phyAcian bred in the fchool of Boer- 
Jiaave, Dn Johnfpn was pleaied with his company. 

On the morpings when he breakfafted at mjr 
houfe, he had, from ten o'clock till one or two, a 
conftant levee of various perfons, of very different 
charafters and defcriptions, I copld riot attend him^ 
being obliged to be in the Court of SefTion i^ but my 
wife was fo good as to devote the greater part of 
the morning to the endlefs tafk of pouring out te^ 
for my friend and his vifitors. 

Such was the difpofition of his time at £din« 
burgh, fie faid one evening to me, in a fit of 
langour, " Sir, we have been harrafied by invita« 
tions.** I acquiefced. •* Ay, fir, he replied ; bu? 
how much wprfe would it have been, if we had been 
negleacd?*' 

From what has been recorded in this Journal, it 
play well be fuppofed that a variety of admirable con- 
verfation has been loft, by my negleA to prcferve 
it.r— I Ihall endeavour to recoUedb fomc of it, as 
well as I can. 

At Lady Colvill's, to whom I am proud to in- 
troduce any ftranger of eminence, that he may fee 

what 
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t^ihat: dignity and grace is to be found in ScotlanB, 
ao oSiQer obrerved, that he had heard Lord Man^ 
field was riot a great Englifli lawyer. — Johnfon. 
** Why, fir, fuppofing Lord Mansfield not to have 
t|^ fplendid talents which he poffeffes, he muft be a 
gfcat Englifh lawyer, from having been fo long ac 
the bar, and having paffed through fo many of the 
great oflSces of the kw. Sir, you may as well main- 
tain that a carrier, who has driven a packhorfe be* 
tweea Edinburgh and Berwick for thirty years, does 
BOt know the road, as that Lord Mansfield does not 
k^ow the la V of England/* 

M Mr. Nairne's, he drew the charaSer of Ri** 
4jiar4ft)nv the author of Clarijfa, with a ftrong yet 
delicate pencil. I lament much that I have not 
prefcrved it : I only remember that he expreffed a 
ligh opinion of his talents and virtues; but ob* 
fcrved,, that " his perpetual ftudy was to ward off 
j)«tty inconveniencies, and procure petty pleafures ^ 
th4t his love of continual fuperioriry was fuch, that 
lie took care to be always furrounded by women,, 
whaliftcned to him implicitly, and did not venture 
to controvert his opinions ^ and that his defire of 
diftin<aion was fo great, that he ufed to give large 
vails to the Speaker QnQow^s fervants, that they 
might tr/?at him with refpeft.** 

. On the fame evening, he would not allow that 
the private life of a judge, in England, was required 
to be fp ftriftly decorous as I fuppofed. " Why 
then, fir, r(faid I,) according to your account, aa 
Joiglilh judge may juft live like a gentleman." — » 
Jihnfon. ** Yes, fir, — if he can.^* 
^.. A* Mf. Ty tier's, I happened to tell that one 
f vcningi |i:gr?at many, years, ago, when Pr. Hugh 
.. * " ■ Blair 
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43air ahd I \^ere firting together in the pit of Druiy- 
lane play-hdufe, in a wild freak of youthful extra- 
vaganoe, I entertained the audience prodigwujfy, by 
imitating flie tewifig-of -a cow; A littfe white after 
I had t'bld this ftory, I differed from pr/Johnfon, 
I fuppofe too confidently, upon fome point, ^ich 
1 now forget. He did not fpare me, ^ Nay, fir, 
(faid he5>if you cannot talk better as a man, Td 
have you beltow like a cow*^* • 

. At Dfs Webfter's, he faid, that he believed hardly 
any man died without affedlation. This remark 
appears to me to be well founded, and will accoum: 
for many of the celebrated death-bed fayings 'which 
are recorded. 

On one of the evenings at my houfe, when he 
told that Lord Lovat boafted to an Englilh noble- 
man, that though he had not his wealth, he had 
two thoufand men whom he could at any time call 
into the field, the Honourable Alexander Gordon 
obferved, that thofe two thoufand men brought him 
to the Wock.—" True, fir, (faid Dr, Johnfon:) 
but you miay juft as well argue, concerning a man 
who has fallen over a precipice to which he has 
walked too near,—* His two legs brought him to 
that,' is he not the better for having two legs?** 

- At Dr. Blaiir's I left him, in order to attend a 
confultation, during which he and his amiable hoit 

were 

* • As I have been fcrupuloufly exaft in relating anecdotes con* 
kerning other perfons^ I (hall not withhold any part of this ftory, 
however ludicrbus.— I was fo fucceisful in this boyi(h frolickj 
tlat the tiniverfal cry of the galleries was, ** Encore tht cawl /En* 
/jr/ the cowf* In the pride of my 'heart, I attempted imitations 
«f fome otl\€r^|inimals, but with very inferior effed):. My rever€i\f| 
friend, anxious for my fame, with an' air of the utmoft gravity an4 
earneftnefs, addreifed rae thus ; «* My dear fir, I would «/>///< ray- 
'mif to the cow V* 
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were by themfelves* I remraed to fupper, at whiclr 
were Principal Robertfon, Mr. Naime, and fome 
other gentleoien. Dr. Robertfon and Pr. Blair, I 
remember, talked well upon fubordiaatjon and go* 
▼ernment i and, as my friend and I were walking 
home, he faid to me, ^^ Sir, thefe two do&ors are 
good men, and wife men.*' — I begged of Dr. Blair 
to recolledt what he could of the long converfatioa 
that paifed between Dr. Johnfon and him a)one, thia 
evening, and he obligingly wrote to me as follows : 

«* Dear Sifj March 3, 1785. 

•* —AS fo many years have intervened, fince I 
chanced to have that converfation with Dr. Johnfoq 
in my houfe, to which you refer, I have forgotten 
moft of what then paflfed, but remember that I was 
both inftrufted and entertained by it. Among other 
fubjedts, the difcourfe happening to turn on modem 
Latin poets, the Dr. exprefled a very favourable 
opinion of Buchanan, and inftantly repeated, from 
beginning to em], an ode 6f his, intituled Calends 
JMbiiC^ (the eleventh in his MifceUaneorum LiierJ 
beginning with thefe words, ^ Salvete facris aeliciis 
facr^e^ with which I had formerly been unacquainted^ 
but upon peruGng it, the praife which he bctftowed 
upon it, as one of the happieft of Buchanan's poetical 
compofitions, appeared to me very juft. He aU6 
rep<;ated to me a Latin ode he had comppfed in one 
' of the weftern iflands, from which he had lately xe- 
turned. We had much difcourfe concerning his 
excurfion to thofe iflands, with which he expreflcd 
himfelf as having been highly pleafcd 5 talked in \ 
favourable manner of the hofpitalicy of the inhabi-^ 
tants > and particularly fpokc much of his happ^ 

net 
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lids 19 having you for h» companion ; ^ and iaid^ tiuc 
^tfaelongsr he knew you, he loved and efteemedyo^ 
the more. This convedkcion pafled in the interval 
between tea and fupper^ when we were by ourfelves« 
You^and the reft of the company who were with us aC 
fupper, have often taken notice that he was uncom«- 
mottly bland and gay that evening, and gave noucii 
pleafure to all who were prefent.-^ — This is all that! 
can recoiled diftinftly of that long converiation. 

^ Yours iincerely, > 

HVGH B(rAn«^ 

At Lord Hailes's, we fpent a moft s^reeable day 1 
but again I muft lament that I was fo indolent as t» 
let aknoft all that pafled evaporate into oblivion. Dr« 
Johnfon obferved there, that <^ it is wonderful hov 
ignorant many officers of the army are, confidering 
how much leifure they have for ftudy, and the ac- 
quifition of knowledge.'* I hope he was miftakeas 
for he maintained that many of them were ignorant 
of things belonging immediately to their own pro«» 
feffion ; ^^ for inftance, many cannot tell how far a 
mufket will carry a bullet f " in proof of which, I 
fuppoie, he mentioned fome particular perfon, for 
Lord Hailes, from whom I folicited what he cottl4 
I'ccolleA of that day, writes to me as follows : 

•* As to Dr. Johnfon's obfervation about the ig- 
norance of officers, in the length that a mufket will 
carry, my brother. Colonel Dalrymple, was prefent^ 
and he thought that the do£tor was either miftakeOt 
by putting the queftion wrong, or that he had con- 
vcyfed on the fubjcft with fome perfon out of 
fervice. 

5 VWa« 
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^* Was it upon that.occafion that he exjpmfiod h6*^ 
turiofity to fee the room at Dumferinline, whertb 
Charles L was born ? • I know that he was borni.- 
(faid lieH) no matter where.r— Did hecftvyus.thc 
birth-place of the king ?'* 

; . • , . ■ ^ 

... t 

'■ Nfta'r the end of his " Journey," Dr* Johnfo» 
lias given liberal praife to Mr. Braidwood's academy 
for the<Iea£ and dumb; ..^When he.vifited it, a cir- 
cumftance occurred which' was truly charafteriftical 
i>f our great Lexicographer. " Pray, (faid he,) can 
they pronounce any long words ?'* — Mr. Braidwood 
informed him they could. - Upoh which Dr. John- 
fon wrote one of his fequipedalia verba^ which wai 
pronounced by the fcholars, and he. was fatisfied^— 
My readers may perhaps .wi(h to know what the 
:word'Was;. but I cannot gratify their, curiofity* 
■Mr: Braidwood told, me, it remained long in. his 
fchool, but had been loft before I mademyinquiry*» 
2 Dr. Johnfon one day viftted the Court of SeiEon. 
He thought the mode of pleading there- too vehe^r 
Aienty arid too mucb addreffed to the paffions of the 
judges. "- This (faid he) is not the Areopagus." 

At old Mr. Drummond's, Sir John Dalrymple 
quaintly faid, the two nobleft animals in the world 

werc^ 

• One of the beft crlticksof our age ** does not .wifli to 
prevent tlie admirers of the iricorreft and nervelefs ftyle which 
generally prevailed for a century before Dr. Johnfoh's cnergetidE 
writings were known, from enjoying the bugh that this ilory may 
producei in which he is very ready to join them." He, however, 
requefts me to obferve, that " my friend very properly cho^a 
bng word on this occafion, not, it is believed, from any predileftiott 
for polyfyllables, (though he certainly had a due refpe^l for them,) 
but in order to put Mr. Braid wood*s (kill to the ftriacft tell, and 
to try. the efficacy of his inftruaion by the moft difficirit exertion 
' mi thc^ organs of his pupils." •* 

i 
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Srcre, a Scotch Highlander and an Englifli Sailor. 
*« Why, iir, faid Dr. Johnfon, I fhall fay nothing 
, as to the Scotch Highlander ; but as to the Englifli 
Sailor, I cannot agree with you/' — Sir John faid, 
he was generous in giving away his money. — Jobn- 
/on. " Sir, he throws away his money, without 
thought, and without merit, I do not call a tree 
generous, that fheds its fruit at every breeze/' — Sir 
John having affcdled to complain of the attacks 
made upon his Memoirs^ Dr,^ Johnfori faid, " Nay, 
iir, do not complain. It is advantageous to an au- 
thour, that his book fhould be attacked as well as 
praifed. Fame is a fbuttlecock. If it be ftruck 
only at one end of the room, it will foon fall to the 
ground. To keep it up, it muft be ftruck at both 
ends.'*— Often have I rcflefted on this fince ; and, 
inftead of being angry at many of thofe who have 
written againft me, have fmiled to think that they 
were unintentionally fubfervient to my fame,, by ufing 
a battledoor to make me virum volitareper oral 

At Sir Alexander Dick's, from that abfence of 
mind to which every man is at times fubjedV, I told, in 
a blundering manner. Lady Kglingtoune's compli- 
mentary adoption of Dr. Johnfon as her fon > for I un- 
fortunately ftated that her ladyfliip adopted him as heir 
fon, in confequence of her having been married the 
year afterht was born. Dr. Johnfon inftantly correfted 
me. " Sir, don't you perceive that you are defaming 
the countefs ? For, fuppoling me to be her fon, and 
that (he was not married till the year after my birth, 
I muft have been her natural fon." A young lady 
of quality, who was prefent, very handfomely faid, 
** Might not the fon have juftified the fault "• — My 
friend was much flattered by this compliment, which 
he never forgot. When in more thaji ordinary fpi- 

£« ~ riw 
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fits, and talking of his journey in Scotland, he haSf 
called to me, ** Bofwell, what was it that the yodng 
hdy of quality faid of me at Sir Alexandet DiclS:*a ?*• 
Nobody will doubt that I was happy in repfiatirig it 
My illuftrious friend, being now defifous t6 be 
again in rhc great theatre of life and animated e^ef--- 
tion, took a place in the coach, which waS to itt oiit 
for London on Monday the I2d of l?f ovember. Si# 
John Dalrymple pfeffcd him to come on the Sa-« 
turday before, to his houfe at Cranftofi, which be- 
ing twelve miles from Edinl3urgh, upon tlie middle 
road to Newcaftle, (Dr. Johnfon had come to Edin- 
burgh by Berwick, and along the naked c6a(!,) \t 
would make his journey feaficr, as the co'acfi woulrf 
take him up at a more feafonable hQur than that at 
which it fets out. Sir John, I perceived, was am- 
bitious of having fuch a gdeft 5 bur, as I was welt 
affured, that at this very tirtie he had joined with 
fome of his prejudiced countrymen in failing at Dr. 
Johnfon, and had faid, he wondered how any gen- 
tleman of Scotland could keep company with him,** 
1 thought he did not deferve the honour: yet, as it 
might be a convenience to Dir. Johnfon, I contrived 
that h^ fliould accept the invitation, and engaged 
to condudt him. I refolved that, on our way to Sir 
John's, we fliould make a little circuit by Roflin 
Caftle, and Hawthornden, and w'ifhed to. fet out 
foon after brdakfaft; but young Mr. Tytler came 
to dicw Dr. Johnfon fome eflTays which he had writ- 
ten j and my great friend, who Was exceedingly 
CbRging when thus confulted, was detained fo long 
that it was, I believe, one o'clock before we got 
into our poft-chaife. I found that we fliould be 
too lace for dinner at Sir John Dalrymple's, to which, 

wc 
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^e weit engaged : buc I would by no meaos bfe the 
pleafure of feeing my friend at Hawthorndcn,-?-af 
feeing Sam JohfifGn at the very fpot where BenjihtH 
fon viiitcd the Jearned and jSoctical Drummond. 

We furveyed Roflin Caftle, the romantick fccna 
around it, and the beautiful Gothick chapel^ and 
dined and drank tea at the inn ; after which wo 
proceeded to Hawthornden, and viewed the caves 1 
and I all the while had Rare Bin in my mind, and 
was pleafed to think that this place was now villted 
by another celebrated wit of England. 

By this time ^^ the waning night was growing 
old/* and we were yet feveral miles from Sir Johil 
Dairy mple^s. Dr. ^Johnfon did not feem much 
troubled at dur having treated the baronet witlt 
fo little attention to politenefs; but when I talked 
of the grievous difappointment it muft have been 
to him that we did not come to the feaft that he 
had prepared for us^ (foir he told us he had killed aL 
feven-year-old (heep on purpofe,) my friend got 
into a. merry moodj and jocularly faid, " I dare fay^ 
fir, he has been very fadly diftrefled : Nay, we do 
not know but the confequence may have been fataL 
Let me try to defcribe his fituation in his own hifto^ 
rical flyle, I have as good a right to make him 
think and talk, as he has to tell us how people 
thought and talked a hundred years ago, of which 
he has no evidence. AU hiftory, fp far as it is not 
fupported by contemporary evidence, is romance/ 

* Stay now.-^ — Let us cortfiderl" He th^ri' 

(heartily laughing all the while) proceeded in hi^ 
imitatidni 1 am fure to the following effcftj thougb^ 
nxjw, at the diftanCe 6^ ilmoff twelve years, 1 can- 
not pretend tQ recolteft aU the precife vords : 

E e !i •' Dinner' 
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*^ Dinner being ready, he wondered that Ril 
. ^* guefts were not yet come. His wonder was fooni 
•* fucceeded by impatience. He walked about the 
•* room in anxious agitation 5 fometimes he looked 
*• at his watch, fometimes he looked out at the 
" window *rith an eager gaze of expectation, and 
** revolved in his mind the various accidents of hu- 
" man life. His family beheld him with mute 
" concern. • Surely (faid he, with a figh,) they 
^* will not fail me.* — The mind of man can bear 
** a certain preffure ; but there is a point when it 
** can bear no more. A rope was in his view, and 
« he died a Roman death V 

It was very late before' we reached the feat of Sir 
John Dalrymple, who, certainly with fome reafon 
was not in very good humour. Our converfation 
was not brilliant. We fupped, and went to bed in 
ancient rooms, which would have better fuited the 
climate of Italy in fummer, than that of Scotland in 
the month of November. 

I recoUeft no converfation of the next day, worth 
preferving, except one faying of Dr. Johnfon, which 
will be a valuable text for many decent old dowa- 
gers, and other good company, in various circles 
to defcant upon. — He faid, " I am forry I have not 
learnt to play at cards. It is very ufeful in life : it 

generates 

'* ** Edcxwas at tfkattime confined to the fame chamber of the 
Tower from which hU father Lord Capel had been led to' death, 
and in which hit wifc^s grandfather had infli&ed a voluntary death 
upon 6imfelf« When he faw his friend carried to what he reckoned 
certain fate, their common enemies enjoying the fpe^lacle, and re-« 
Ae6ied that it was he who had forced Lord Howard upon the confi- 
dence of RuiTel, be retired, and, by a Roman death ^ put an end to 
bit mifery/* 

tHikymple's Memoirs of Great Britain and IrelatcL 
Vol, I, p# 3^» 
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generates kindnefs, and confolidates fociety.**— He 
certainly could not mean deep play. 

My friend and I thought we Ihould be more com*.' 
fortable at the inn at Blagkfliields, two miles farther 
on. We therefore went thither in the evening, and 
he was very entertaining^ but I have prefervcd no- 
thing but the pleafing remembrance, and his verfes 
on George the Second gnd Gibber, and his epitaph 
on Parnell, which he was then fo gppd as to diftate 
to me. We breakfaftcd together next morning, and 
then the coach came, and took him up. He had, 
as one of his companions in it, ^s far as Ncwcaftle, 
the worthy and ingenious Pr, Hope, botanical pro- 
fcffor at Edinburgh. Both Dr. Johnfon and he ufcd 
to fpcak of their good fortune in thus accidentally 
meeting; for they had much inftrudive converfa- 
tion, which is always a moft valuable enjoymcnf, 
and, when found where it is. not expcftcd, ij| pecu- 
liarly r^liftiei 

I h^ve now completed my account of our Tour 
to the Hejbri<cs. I have brought Dr. Johnfon dowji 
jto Scotland, a^dfeen him into the coach which-in a 
few hoprs carried him back into England. He 
faid to me often, that the time he fpent in this Tpijr 
was the pleafaptjeft part of his life, and aflced me if 
I would lofe the recolleftion of it for five hundred 
pounds. I apfwiered I would not ; and he applauded 
my fetting fuch a value on an acceffipp of new images 
in my mind. 

Had it not been for me, I am perfuaded Dr. 
Johnfon never would have undertaken fuch a jour- 
ney ; and I muft be allpwed to aflume fome merit 
from having been the caufe ij^at pur language has 
Ibccn enriched with fuch a tjook as that which he 

E e 3 lie 
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'he piibliflied on his recupn^, a book which I ncv^ 
read but with the otjmpft admiration, as I had fucH 
qpportunitiwl ci knowing from what vgry meagr? 
materials it was comport, 

Bwt my praife may fee fuppo^fed partial; a*4 
therefore I fljall infert two tdlimonics, oot liable to 
chat objedkion, both written by gcntleinen pf Scot- 
land, to whofe Opinions I am confident ^fee higheft 
relpeA wHil bp paid. Lord H^iks, and Mr, 
Pempft^r^ 

Ti) James Bofw^lh Efq. 

** I have received much pleafore ^nd 
much infftruftion, from perufing ^' The Journey** tq 
ffbe Hebrides* 

*' I ad^nire the elegance and variety of defcrip* 
tion, and the lively pidture of men and manners. I 
iKlways approve of the moral, often of the political, 
i%fiei5lions. Hove the benevolence of the authour. 

^* They who fearch for fauHs, may poffibly find 
them in this, jis well as in every other w0tk of Hte- 
pitwre. 

•* i^or example, the friends of the old family fay 
that tie ^era offlanting is placed too late, ^t the 
Uniohdf the two kingdoms. I am known to be pQ 
^ Ibend of the oid family ; yet I woiild place the aera 
of planting at the Jleftoratioq -, after the murder of 
'Charles I. had been expiated in the anarchy which 
fucpeeded k. 

" Before the Reftoration, few trees^ were planted, 
unlcfs by the nK>naftick drones: their fuccefibrs, 
iyax^ Worthy patriots they were,) the barons,- firft 

cut 
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eut down the trees, and then fold the cftates. The 
gentleiyiefi at St. Andrews, vho faid th^t there were 
but two trees in Fife, ought to have added, that the 
Elms of Balmerino were fold within thefe twenty 
years, to make pumps for the fire-engines. 

** In ]. Major de Geftis ScoUrumy L. i. C. 2. laft 
edition, .there is a fingular pa(fage: 

<* Davidi Cranftoneo conterraneo, dum de prima 
^* theologis licentia foret, duo ei confocii et fami— 
♦' iiares, et mei cum eo in artibus auditores, fcilicet 
** Jacobus Almain Senonenfis^ et Petrus BruxceU 
?* lenfis, Prcedicatoris ordinis, in Sorbonae curia die 
^* Sorbonico commilitonibus fuis publiqe objece- 
** runt, quod pane avenaceo plebeii Scoti^ ficut a quo- 
^*^dam religiofo intcUcxerant, vefcebantur^ ut virum^ 
•* fi^m cboierkum never ant ^ boneftis falibus tentarent^ 
** qui hoc inficiari tanquam patria dedecus nifus eft** 

*' Pray introduce our countryman, Mr. t.icentiate 
David Cranfton^ to the acquaintance of Mr« 
^Johnfon. 

** The fyllogifm feems to hav^ been this: 
Thcjy who feed on oatmeal ^are barb^ians j . 
But the Scots, feed on oatmeal : 
Ergo— 

The licentiate denj^d the minor. 

.** I am, fir, 
^^ Your mod obedient fervant, 

Jlc«vh?alc^, 6tliF<:b. 1775.. 
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To Jamss Boswell, Efq. Edinburgh. 

Dunnichen^ i6th February^ 177^* 

*' A^ dear EofweUj . . 

" I cannot pciit a pioment to return 
you my beft thanks for the entertaiomcnt you have 
fumifhed mp^ my family, and guefts, by the perufal 
of Dr. johnfon's •^ Jpyrpey tp the Weftem 
Iflands •/' — and now for ii^y fen{imei)ts of it.-:— I 
was well entertained. His dcfcriptions ^re accu- 
rate and vivid. He carried me on the Tour along 
with him. I am pleafcd with the juftice he has 
done tp your humour and vivacity. " Th^ noifc 
*' of the wind being all its own,'* is a bon-moAj that 
it would have been a pity to have omitted, and a 
robbery not to have afcril^ed tp its author. 

** There is nothing in the book, from beginning 
to end, that a Scotchip^n ^eec^ tP take amifs; 
What he fays of the country is true, and his ob- 
fervations on the people are what muft naturally 
occur to a fenfible, obfervirig, and refledling inha- 
bitant of 1 convenient Metropolis, where a man on 
thirty pounds a year may be better accommodated 
with all the little wants of life, than Col or Sir Al- 
lan. He reafons candidly about the fecond fight \ 
but I wifh he had enquired more, before he ven- 
tured to fay he even doubted of the poffibility of ■ 
fuch an unufual and ufelels deviation from all the 
known laws of nature. The notion of the^ fecond 
fight I confider as a remnant of fuperftitious igno- 
rance and credulity, which a philbfopher will fet 
down as fuch, till the contrary is clearly proved, 
arid then it will be claflfed among the other certain, 

though 
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^ough unaccountable, parts of our nature, like 
dreams, and — I do not know what. 

' «* In regard to the language, it has the merijc 
of being all his own. Many words of foreign cx^ 
traftion are ufed, where, I believe, common ones 
would do as well, efpecially on familiar occafions. 
Yet I believe he could not exprefs himfelf To forci- 
bly in any other ftile. I am charmed with his re- 
iearches concerning the Erfe language, and the an- 
tiquity of their manufcripts. I am quire convinced; 
arid I (hall rank Offian, 2S\6. his Fingals and Ofcars, 
amongft the Nurfery Tales, not the true hiftory of 
our country, in all time to come. 

*' Upon the whole, the book cannot difpleale, 
for it has no prctenfions. The author neither fays 
he is a Geographer, not an Antiquarian, nor very- 
learned in the Hiftory of Scotland, nor a Naturalifl^ 
nor a Foflilift. The manners of the people, and 
the face of the country, are all he attempts to de- 
fcribe, or fecms to have thought of. Much were it 
tp be wiftied, that they who have travelled into 
more remote, and of courfe more curious, regions^ 
had all poffefled his good fenfe. Of the Hate of 
learning, his obfervations on Glafgow univerfity 
(hew he has formed a very found judgement. He 
underllahds oui; climate too, and he has accurately 
obferved the changes, however flow and impercepti-^^^ 
ble to gs, which Scotland has undergone, in con- 
jfequence of ' the bleflings of liberty and internal 
peace. I could have drawn my pen through the 
ftory of the old woman at St. Andrews, being the 
only' filly thing in the book. . He has taken the 
opportunity of ingrafting into the work feveral 
d oblcrvations, which I dare fay he had made 

upon 
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upon men and things, before he fet foot on Scotch 
ground, by which it is coqfiderably enriched *. A 
long jpurney, like a tall may-pole, though npt very 
"beautiful itfelf, yet is pretty enough, when orna- 
pfiented with flowers and garlands : it furnifhes a 
fort of cloak-pins for hanging the furniture qf your 
taind upon ; and whoever fcts out upon g journey^ 
without furnifhing . his njind previoufly with muclj 
ftudy.and ufcful knowledge, ereds a May-pole i(i 
pecember, and puts up very ufelefs cloak-pins. 
' " I hope the book wjll induce many of his CQun«> 
trymcn to make the fame jaunt, and help to inter- 
mix the more liberal part of them ft ill n^qre with us^ 
SLod perJiaps abate fomewhat of that vh-ulent anti- 
jpathy which iiiany of them entertain againft th? 
Scotch; who certainly would never hav£ formed 
thofe combinations which he takes notice of, more 
jthan their anceftors, had they not been neceffary 
for their mutual fafety, at leaft for their fuccefs, 
in a country where they are treated as foreigners. 
They would find us not deficient, at leaft in poinf 
of hofpitality, and they would be afhamed ever gf- 
ier to abufe us in the mafs. 

*^ So much for the Tour. — I have now, for 
the firft time in my life, paffed a winter in the 
country ; and never did three months roll on with 
more fwiftnefs and fatisfaftion. I ufed not only 
to wonder at, but pity, thofe whofe lot condemned 
fhem to winter any where but in either of the capi- 
td\s. 3ut every place has its charms to a cheerful 
mind. 4 am bufy planting and taking meafu'res for 

opening 

• Mr. Ormc, one of the ableft liiftoriajis of this age, is of the 
fame opinion. He faid to nne, " There are in that biook thoughts, 
Juiihicb, by iong revolution in the great min^^of Johoto, haise ixffi^ 
fpioisii and poliihed— like pebbles rolled in the ocean V\ -j 
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ppenlng the fummfcr campaign in farming ; and I 
^nd I have an i^cdfent Fefoucix^ when revolutions 
in ppjiticl^s perhaps, and revolutions of the fun for 
certain, will make it dpcent fpr me to retreat be- 
j^d the ranks of rfie morje fqrward in life. 

" I am gl^d to hear the laft was a very bufy 
jweek with you. I fee you as pounfel in fonie caufes 
jarhich ipuft iwjve opened a charming field for your' 
humoujrous vqin. As it is mo.re uncomn:^on, fo I 
verily bel^eye it is more ufeful than the mote ferious 
^$;xer(^re of re^on ^ and, tp a man who is ;o appear 
cin publick, . qaore eclat is tp be ^aiiaed, fometimes 
-paore money 4:00, by a hon-mph than a learned 
^fpeech. It is the fund of natural humour which 
Lord North poffefles, that makes him fo much the 
-favourite of the houfe, an4 fp able, becaufe fo 
upiiable, a leader of a party. 

^* I have now finifhed my Tour of Seven Pages. 
in what retnains, I beg leave to offer my compli- 
ments, andthofe of ;»^ tres cbere femme^ to you and 
Mrs. Bofwell. Pray unbend the bufy brow, and 
frplick a little in a letter tp, 

^' My dear Bofwell, 

" Your afieftionate friend. 

" George Dempster*." 

I fliall alfo prefent the publick with a correfpon- 
dence with the Laird of Rafay,' concerning i pal^ 
fage in ' the Journey to the JVeJiern IJlands^ which 
|hews Dr. Johnfon in a very amiable light. 

. To 

• Every reader will, I am;Aire, join with me in warmadmiratioa 

' of the truly patriotick wrker of this letter. I know not which moft 

to applagd^<»*^bat good fenfe and liberality of mind, which could fee 

and admit the defeats of his native country, to which no man is a 

more zealous friend j— or that candour, which induced him to give 

* jo(l praife to the miniiler whom he honedly and ilrenuouHy oppofed. 
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To James Boswell, Efq. 

Kafay, April loth, 1775* 

" Dear Sir^ 

•* I take this occafion of returning you mj 
;noft hearty thanks for the civilities fhown to my 
daughter by you and Mrs. BofwelL Yet, though 
^e has informed rhe that I am under this obliga- 
tion, I fhould very probably have deferred troubling 
.you with making my acknowledgments at preferit, 
if I had not feen Dr/Johnlbn's "Journey to the 
'Wcftern Ifles," in which he has been pleaied to 
inake a very friendly mention of my family, for 
'y?hich I am furjely obliged to him, as being more 
than an equivalent for the reception you and he met 
with. Yet there is one paragraph I fhould have 
been glad he had omitted, which I am fure was 
owing to mifinformation ; that is, that. I had 'ac- 
knowledged M^Leod, to be my chief, though my 
anceftors difputed the pre-eminence for a long traft 
of time. 

*' 1 never had occafion to enter ferioufly on this 
argument with the prefent laird or his grandfather, 
nor could I have any temptation to fuch a renunci- 
ation from either of theni. I acknowledge, the be- 
nefit of being chief of a clan is in our days of very 
little fignificancy, and to trace out the progrefs of 
this honour to the founder of a farnily, of any 
ftariding, >vould perhaps be 9 inatter of fome dif- 
ficulty. 

** The true ftate of the prefent cafe is this : the 
M^Leod family confifts of two different branches 5 
the M*Lcods of Lewis, of which I am defcended, 
and the M*Leods of Harris. And though the for- 

incr 
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mer have loft a very extenfive eftate by forfeiture ia 
king James the fixth's time, there are ftill feveral 
refpedable famih'es of it exifting, who would juftly 
blame me for fuch an unmeaning ceffion, when they 
all acknowledge me head of that family; which, 
though in faft it be but an ideal point of honour, 
is not hitherto fo far difregarded in our country, 
but it would determine fome of my friends to look 
on me as a rtiuch fmaller man than either they or 
inyfelf judge me at prefent to be* I will, therefore, 
afk it as a favour of you to acquaint the Do£tor 
with the difficuky he has brought me to. In tra- 
velling among rival clans, fuch a filly tale as this 
might eafily be whifpered into the ear of a paffing 
ftranger; but as it has no foundation in faft, I hope 
the Doftor will be fo good as to take his own way 
in undeceiving the publick, I principally mean my 
friends and conne6lions, who will be firft angry at 
me, and next forry to find fuch an inftance of my 
littlenefs recorded in a book which has a very fair 
chance of being much read. I cxpedt you will let 
me know what he will write you in return, and we 
here beg to make offer to you and Mrs. Bofwell of 
our moft refpedful compliments. 1 am, 
« Dear fir, 
•* Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

" John M^Leod.'^ 

To THE Laird of Rasay. 

** T>ear Sir^ London^ May «, 1775- 

" THE day before yefterday I had the honour 
to receive your letter, and I immediately communi- 
cated 

I 
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cated k th Dr. Johnft)nv He faid he loved your fpifil^ 
and was C5«tc^dingly forry that he had been the caufe 
of the fmall^ft Uneafinefs to you. There is not a mor^ 
cafidid itian 4n the woi^ld than hi$ iS) when pro{>er}]r 
arddfeffed, as you will fee from, his letter to you^ 
which I now enclofe. He has ailowcd me to take 
a eopy of it, and he fays you may read it to you* 
clan, or publifh it if you pleafe. Be affuredj fir^ 
that I fball take care of what he has entrufted to me^ 
which is to' haW an acknowledgment of hi^ ertour 
inferred in the Edinburgh ncwfpapers. You will, I 
dare fay, be fully fetisfied with Dr. Johnfon*s be- 
haviour. He is dqfirous to know tl>at you are 5 and 
therefore when you have read his acknowlcdgertient- 
in the papers, I beg yop may write to me -, and if 
you choofe it, 1 am perfuaded a letter from you to 
the Dodor alfo will be taken kind. I ihall be ac 
Edinburgh the week after next. 

" Any civilities which my wife and I had in ouf 
power to fhew to your daughter, Mifs M*Lcod|. 
wer6 due to her own merit, and were well repaid 
by her agreeable company. But I am fure I (hould 
be a very unworthy man if I did not wifli to itew a 
grateful fenfe of the hofpitable and genteel manner, 
in which you were pleafed to treat me. Be affured^ 
my dear fir, that I Ihall never forget your goodnefe* 
and tlie happy hours which I fpent in Rafay. 

** You and Dr.' M'Leod were both fo obliging 
as to promife me an account in writing, of all the 
particulars which each of you remember, concern- 
ing the tranfadions of 1745-6. Pray do not forget, 
this, and be as minute and full as you can ; put 
down every thing •, I have a great curiofity to know 
^ much as 1 can, authentically^ 

^ I beg 
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•^ I beg that, you may prefent my httt r6ipt6ti 
to Lady Rafay,i my compliments to your yoQng fa- 
rinily, and to Dr. M*Le6d ; ^nd my hearty gooct 
mfkts to Malcolm, with wfiorti I hope again to* 
Ihake hands cordially, t have the honour to be, 
« Deaf flf, 
« Your obliged and faithful humble ferv^atit, 

" James BosWELL/f 

!&DirEiiTiSEiv!ENt, Written by Dr^ Johftfon, aftd in^ 
fertcd fey his define in the Edinburgh neW(pa|)ers : 
—Referred to in the foregoing letter*. 

" TJflE autbour of the Joufney to the Weffern 

^ Iflands, having related that the MLeods of Rafaj 

•* acknowledge the chief tainfhip or fuperiority of the 

•* M^ Leeds of Sky, finds that he has been mijinformed 

'* or fhifiaken. He means in a future edition to cor* 

** reH his err our ^ and wifhes to be told of more^ if 

^ more have been dif covered!^ 

Dr. Johnfon's letter was as follows : 

To THE Laird of Rasat*. 
Dear Sir^ 

" MR. Bofwell has this day (hewn me 9 
letter, in which you complain of a paflage in " the; 
Journey to the Hebrides." My meaning is miftakcn. 
I did not intend to fay that you had perfonally made 
any ccflion of the rights of your houfe, or any ac- 
knowledgement of the fuperiority of M'Leod of 
Dunvegan. I only defigned to exprefs what I 
thought generally admitted, — that the houfe of 
Rafay allowed the fuperiority of the houfe of Dun- 
vegan. Even this 1 now find to be erroneous, and 

will 

* Th« original MS« U now in my poQeflldn. 
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will therefore omit or retraA it in the neit 

edition. 

** Though what I had faid had Been true, if i^ 
had been difagreeable to you, I fhould have wiflied 
it unfaid j for it is hot my bufinefs to adjuft precS* 
dence. As it is miftaken, I find myfelf difpofed to 
correft, both by my refpect for you, and my re- 
verence for truth, 

•* As I know not when the book will be reprinted, 
I have defined Mr, Bofwell to anticipate the correc- 
tion in the Edinburgh papers. This is all that can 
be done* 

. •* I hope I may now venture to defirc that my 
compliments may be made, and my gratitude ex- 
prefled, to Lady Rafay, Mr. Malcolm M'Leod, Mr* 
Donald McQueen, and all the gentlemen and all th^ 
Jadies whom I faw in the ifland of Rafay ; a place 
which 1 remember with too much pleafure and toa 
much kindnefs, not to be forry that my ignQrance^ 
or hafty perfuafion, fhould, for a fingle moment, 
have violated its tranquillity. 

** I beg you all to forgive an undefigned and in* 
voluntary injury, and to confider me as, 
** Sir, your moft obliged; 

•* and moft humble fcrvant, 

tpndon. May 6, 1775. cc g^j^^ JoHNSON *.'^ 

It would be improper for me to boaft of my own 
labours ; but I cannot refrain from publifhing fuch 
praife as I received from fuch a man as Sir William 
Forbes, of Pitfligo, after the perufal of the original 
manufcript of my Journal. 

Ta 

* Rafay was highly gratified, and afterwards vifited and dmed 
With Dr» Johnfon, at his houfe in Londoo* 
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^p James Boswell, Ef(i. 

I . • • Edinburgh, March 7; 1777* 

I «' ^ Mydear^ry 

" I ought to have thanked you fooner, for 

your very obliging letter, and, for the fingiikr con- 

fidence you -are pleafed to place in me, Wheh *you 

truft nic with fuch a curious and valuable depofit as 

the papers you have fcnt me*. Be affured I have a 

due fenfe of this favour, and fhall faithtuDy and 

carefully return them to you. You may rely that 

I (hall neither copy any part, nor permit the papers 

to be feen. 

.; '/ " They contain a curious pifturc^ of focicty, and 

.form a journal on the moft inftruftive plan that Can 

: j[)oflibly be thought of ; for I am not fure that an 

ordinary obfervcr would become fo well acquainted 

either with Dr. Johnfon, or with the manners of the 

Hebrides, by a perfonal intercourfei as by a peru- 

; fkl of your Journal, 

•* I am very truly, 
" Dear Sir, 
f* -Your moft obedient, 
■ ^ * J* And affedionatc hqmWe fervant, 

' t. ' ^ " William Forbes.^ 

: ". V-- ' • * ■ \ • 

.' :; When I cohfider ho^ many of the perfons men* 
- itioned i^i this' Tour arc now gone to " that undifco- 

^'.: t" • ' F f ' vered 

j; . • ,♦ Ift juftfce both to Sir Wininm Fbrbes and myfe\f, it it proper to^ 
>ffifention, that the papers which were fubmitted to hia pcrufal con« 
fttuncd only an accounir of our Tour from the time that Dr. Johnfoft 
.^jiirtd I fct out from Edinburgh (p. 4.6), and confequently did not con- 
Htin the elogitlin o^i^f Wiliam Forbes, (p. 16), which he never fayr 
•till this boolc; appejaited in print $ nor did be even know, wbeu bt 
wr^tejtbe above letterj^:';that this Journal waS to be publifhed, " 
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vcrcd country, from whofc bourne no traveller re-« 
turns/* I feel an^ imprelfloa at once awful and ten* 
dcr. — Requiefcant i»pace ! 

It may be objefted by fome pcribflis', srs it hat 
Been by one of my £riends, that he who has the 
power of tb%rs exhit^cmg an exa^ tranfcript of con* 
verfations \s not a ddiraWe member of . focieiy. I 
repeat the anfwer which I made to that friend :<--« 
*' Few,' ^vy few, need be afraid that, their feyingi 
will bft.reco^ed. Canjt be imagine^ i^t I^ woul($ 
fake the trouble' to .gather what gfow» oiif every 
he<^e^ Wo^ufe I ha«re (x>Ue&ed fuchbfmti as dif 
Nonpareil and the Bon Chretien ^* 
' O;^ the' other hand^ . how ufeful- is foc^ a^fecwlty, 
if wioli' tejtercifcd f To it we owe all;thofe interrft^ 
ing i^osfa^gmls and jmffkfr^MU of th&: ancientsi 
jb4lK:h:PIut4f€h^ Xenophofi, andValeriiis Maximus^ 
hdv^ tr^inftnitt^d to u^- Ta it we owe^ all thofc kl- 
ftru^ii^i^nd eme^mi)g coHe£^ibn5' whiC^ the 
French have made under the title pf Ana^ affixe4 
to fome celebrated naipe* -To it.w^pwe xht Tables 
Talk of Selden, the Cotpverfation between Ben John* 
fon and Dmmmond of HawtHpri^^e^; ' Spence's 
Amciott^' di Pope^ and oidjer vakirf?lo remains in 
0^:^^Q language* How delighted fliodd we have 
been, if thus iiitroduced into the company of Shak- 
%eaTc afid of Dtydoir^rof whodn- we fcnoW Icaraly 
any thing, bto: their admirabte-wrkin^' ! WhatJpterf* 
Ihre would it have givcrt Cis, to have known. their 
peuy htfbitisv their ehana6teiriftick ma0ners^ their 
irtodts of com'pofitJdrifi arid thifitr genultifc opiniqnof 
preceding writers and' of tticir cdritempbfancs f All 
thde ar«> now irrecoverably lbfl:,—^Coafiderii]^: how 
ifiafty of tftc fl:tt)i%^fl! ^lid' ittdft laSlliafti?' eifalteito 
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ijf ^Itcd kitelleft muft hjaye pcriflied, how much 
jjj ^t to ^1^ re^ft;tted that all men of diftinguKhedl 
\^jif4ojtji a^cjl ^'^^ '^^^^ ^^f ^^^^ attended by friends, 
ifif tafte ei^ugh ;:o relUh^ ^^ ^t>iliuej jenou^h tg 
emitter their cqnYer&tiojj^ 

' Vtxert fortes anU Agamemn99m 
Muhiifidomn^fjdlefrymakiks 
UrgentM^, ignotiyi$ longa 
NpSe, cqr^nt ^uja vate fyi:r9» 

They whofe iaferiour exertions are ceconled, at 
ferving to explain or illuftrate the fayings of fucb 
rnen, maybe proud of being ti»us alTooiated, and 
of their names being tranfinitted to poflerity) by 
being appended to an iUuftrious cliara^er. 

Before I conclude, I thing it proper to fay, that 
I have fupprcffed* every thing ¥^hich I diought 

Ff t COUI4 

* HaviQg fou^jJ, OB a cevIHoixxxf tlie ficftedUion of thil ^Qtl^ 
that, notwithftanding my beft care, a few obfervations had efcaped 
tne, which arofefrom the inftant impreffion» the publication of whicli 
might perhaps be considered as paffing the bounds of a ftri£t deco- 
jum, I immediately ordered that th«y (hould be omitted in the fub- 
iequent editions. I was pleafed to find that they did not amount in 
the whole to a page. If any of the fame kind are yet left, it it 
«wing to inadvertence alone, no man being more unwilling to give 
pain to others than I am« 

A contemptible fcribbler, of whom I have learned no more thaa 
that, after having difgraced and deferted the clerical chanfler, he 
picks up in JLondon a fcanty livelihood by fcurrilous lampoons 
tinder a feigned name, has impudently and falfejy afferted that the 
|>a(rages omitted were defiamdtory^ and that the omiflion was not 
voluntary, but compulfory. The laft iniinuation I took the trouble 
publickly to difprove ; yet, like one of Pope*s dunces, he perfevered 
in " the lie o^erthrown^** As to the charge of defamation, there it 
an obvious and certain mode of refuting it. Any perfon who thinke 
jit worth while to compare one edition with the other, will £nd that 
the palTages omitted were not in the leaft degree of that nature, but 
«xa6lly fuch as I have reprefented them in the former part of this 
note, this hafty effuiion of momentary feelings^ which the delicacy of 
fioliteadSi ftould k9ve^iupprefled# 
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could really hurt any one now living. Vanity and 
fclNconccit indeed may fometimes luffer. With rc- 
. fpcft to what is related, 1 confidered it my duty to' 
^ <* extenuate nothing, nor let down aught in malice ;'* 
and with thole lighter ftrokes of Dr. Johnfon's fatii^, 
proceeding from a warinch and quicknefs of ima* 
gination, not from any malevolence of heart, and 
yrhich, on account of their excellence, could not be 
omitted, I truft that they who are the fubjed of 
them have good ieok and good temper eoough not 
to be ailpleafed. ' 

I have only to add, that I fball ever refleft with 
great pleafut^ on a Tour, which has been the means 
' of preierving lo much of the enlightened and in* , 
ftrii&ivc converfation ot one whofe virtues will, I 
hope, ever be an objeA of imitation, and whole 
powers of mind were To extraordinary, that aget 
may revolve before fuch a man (ball again appear. 
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No. I. 

tnjuftict to the ingenious Dr. Blacklock, I puhlijb 
the following letter from bim^ relative to a fajfagi 
in p. 3^ 



To James Boswell, Esq. 

Dear Sir, 

HAVING lately had the plcafure of reading 
your account of the journey which you took 
with Dr. Samuel Johnfon to the Wcftern Ifles, I 
take the liberty of tranfmitting my ideas of the con- 
verfation which happened between the doftor and 
myfelf concerning Lexicography and Poetry, which, 
as it is a little different from the delineation exhi-. 
bited in the former edition of your Journal, cannot, 
I hope, be unacceptable j particularly fince I have, 
been informed that a fecond edition of that work 
is now in contemplation, if not in execution : and I. 
am ftill more ftrongly tempted to encourage that 
hope, from confidering that, if every one concerned 
in the converfations related, were to fend you what 
they can recoUedt of thefe colloquial entertainments, 
many curious and interefting particulars might be 
recovered, which the moft alliduous attention could 
not obfervc, nor the moft tenacious memory retain, 

A little 
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A little reflcftion, fir, will convince you, that there 
irnot an axkto in Eu cKd more intukive sof -meie 
evident than the dodkor's affcrtion that poetry was 
of ja;iuch ^fier jejcecut^Q. than Jiexico^aph^ Anjr 
mind therefore endowed witb. common fenfi^ muft- 
have been extremely abfent from itfelf, if it difco- 
vered the lead aftoiiiQfmpii.t from hearing that a 
j^ocm qiight be written with much , more fi^cilitv 
dian the fame quj^ntity K\f a didion^ry, 

TJio^ real caiife of my furprile was what appeared 
to me much more paradoxical, that he could write 
a (heet of diftionary witA as much pka/urejL^ a (heet 
of poetry. He acknowledged, indeed, that the lat- 
,ter was much eager tji^ tj>e C<?XW?r» ¥^ '"> ^he one 
cafe, books and a defk were requifite ; in the other, 
you might compofe when lying in bed, or wilking 
in the fieWs, j^c. He (Jjd Aot, howicv^;-, i(^e<^pp4 «? 
ej(cp^i,% i)oj to this m<mf^ cajj J poig^^ehpncj, 
fcovir ^ .i^wr§ of p, ojerc Ftiiologitft, w ^f ipftft 
re^ijod fe^fe ,$/ til?at t;ei:nj, icould give .c^jUk^ l^ka-. 
fufc with the exercilie of ajrnindrj^lete jfr^h.efev^tt^ 
c^qeptions jan4 paihecic ide^s, while t^^e^ fpflGy^ 
a^d in^ejiJea w^r^ deeply ^n;amo.ui;ed pf natyr^, fs^ 
in fuU^xerti.Qp. You m^y likew^e, perha^ps, jje- 
flf^Cfflber, ih^t when I complai/?ed pf the groj?n4 
wi)ich Sceptici&p j;> religipij gncj oporaj? .>vjs qaa-* 
P9.VP?ly ga^niQg, it di(^ npt ^ppe^to fop op my Qj«^A 
sccounr^ 9.s niy private opinions upon thefe irap9jr- 
far?^ fgfci^s ha^ long been inflejc.ibly ipipvfrivf^d^ 
>VhAt 1 t^ei) de.pi<^rc.d, a/)d ftilj deplpfft yas tljg 
,w/?appy i,nfluepc,e ^vhi/ch ;tbat glooijiy hejSfation h^^ 
npc only uppft particular cha^^er^, but .eyiep ]up<)|f 
li.fe Ic general j a^ feeing cqusUy the bane of fiAipJf 
8 i» 






1 dto^iV fi'^py t&m Hi^ 16k BfecMfcB 




benevolent concern for the' Kappiiiefi^f wahltihtf. 
With refpeft, however, to the queftion concerning 
poetry, and compofing a diftionary, I am confident 
that my ftate of Dr. Johnfon*s pofition is accurate* 
One may mifconceive the motive by which a pcrfoa 
is induced to difcufs a particular topick (as in the 
cafe of Dr. Blacklock's fpeaking of Scepticifm); 
but an aflertion, like that made by Dr. Johnibn^ 
cannot be eafily miftakeri. And indeed it feems not 
very probable, that he who fo pathetically lamentt 
the drudgery to which the unhappy lexicographer is 
doomed, and is known to have written his fplendid 
imitation of Juvenal with aftonilhing rapidity, fhould 
have had "as much pleafure in writing a Iheet of 
a diftionary as a Iheet of poetry." Nor can I con- 
cur withvthe ingenious writer of the foregoing let- 
ter, in thinking it an axiom as evident as any in 
Euclid, that *' poetry is of eafier execution than 
lexicography." I have no doubt that Bailey, and 
the ** mighty blunderbufs of law," Jacob, wrote 
ten pages of their refpedlive Didtionaries with more 
cafe than they could have written five pages of 

If 



440 APPENDIX. 

^ If this book fhould again be reprinted, I (hall, 
with the utmoft readinefs corrcflt any errours I may 
have committed, in ftating converfatipns, provided j 
it can be ckarly fhewn to me that I have been in« 
accurate. But I am flow to believe, (as 1 have 
clfewherc obferved,) that any man's memory, at the 
diftance of feveral years, can preferve fafts or fay- 
ings with fuch fidelity as may be done by writing 
them down when they are recent : and I beg it may 
be remembered, that it is not upon memory^ but 
upon what was written nt the time^ that the authen* 
licity of my Journal rcfts. 
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VERSES written by Sir Alexander (now Lord) 
Macdonald; addr^ffed and prefented^ to t)n 
Johnfon, at Armidalc in the Ille of Skf. 

Viator^ qiti noJTraper aquird 
Vijurus agros Sk.aticos Vitiis^ 
En te falutantes trtbutim 

UnJi^ue conglomerentur ori^* 

Dmaldtam^-^qtifitquotin infulh 
Compeftit ar£fis limitibus mare ; 
Jlitque jamdudum^ ac aUndos 
Pifcibus indigenas fovehit^ 

Cttrt fiuSlut ft/iiy Procelliger^ 
ifec tu laborans perge, precor^ rtttu% 
ife conjiigem pkfigat^mart^a^ - 
Ni doUat fobcUs parentem. 

Kec te vicijjim pwniteat virum 
LuxiJJi\ — veftrofcimus ut ajiuant 
In torde luSiantes dolonSy 
Cumferhnt inopina ^rpus. 

^idni ! peremptum clade tuentibuf 
Plusfemper illo qui moritkr pati 
Datufy dolotis dum profundos 
PiTVUi mens apirit ticejfus. 

yalete luSfus \^^hinc lacrymaliUi 
Arcete vifus :-'—ibimu5^ ibimus 
Superbiinti qua theatro 
^ Fittgalla memorantur aulse* 
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Ilhtftris hojpis ! max fpatiabere 
J^a mens ruina duSia meatibui 
Gaudebit txphrare cdrtuSy 

Buccina qua cednit triumphosi 

Judin? nfurginsfpirat atiheUtu 
Dux ufitaio^ fufcitat efficax 
* J^oita manes^ ingruitqui 
VifoUtd ndivivm bsrror. 

Ahana quajfam tela gravi manu 
Sic Ibat air ox Ojpani pater : 
^iefcat urndy Jlet fide lis 
^Pherfitnius vigil eul faviilami. 
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Frefarwg for ihe Frefs, in om Volume ^^mrfig^ 
THE LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON, LLUl 
By yjMES BOSWELL, Eti^ 

MR. Bofwell has "been coBedlng raateriafc for tills w©ik lor 
more than twenty years* during which he was ha&ooi^ 
with the intimate friendlhip of Dc Johofofi ; to «4olc mtmotf 
he IS ambitious to cred a literary moiminear, worthy ^ £q igna€ 
an authour, and fo excellent a maru Dr. Joiia/^Mi was weJl in- 
formed of his defign, and obligingly commujiicated to liita fe- 
deral curious particulars. With thefe will be iatcrwovcn sihc 
moil authentick accounts that caa be obtained frojn ikcJh %'hm 
knew him beft; many Iketchcs of his converfatioa oa a msdia*- 
plicTty of fubgcfts-, with varioo* peifons, fomc of them ihejwoft 
eminent of the age; a great niimber of letters from him at diife- 
fent periods, and feveral original pieces didated by him ta Mr. 
£ofwell, diflingui(hed by that peculiar energy, whkli ourk^d 
every cmanatioa of his mind. 

Mr. Bofwell takes this opportunity of gratefully acknowteifg. 
lag the many valuable communications which he has received ib 
enable him to render his Life of Dnjolinfon'tno re complete. His 
thanks are particularly due to the Rev. Dr. Adams, the Rev. Dr. 
Taylor, Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Mr- Langton, Dr. BrockleHbj^ 
the Rev. Thomas Warton, Mr. Hedor o£ Birmijighaia, Mn. 
Torter, and Mifi Seward* 

, Ke has already obtained a large colledion of Br. Johnfon's Ist^ 
ters to his friends, and fhall be much 'obliged for fuch others as 
yet remain in private hands ; which he is the more deiirous of 
colleding, as all the letters of that great man, which he has yet 
feen, are written with peculiar precifion and elegance; and he is 
confident that the publication of the whole of Dr. Johnfon'f 
epifiolary correrpondence will do him the higheft honour. 
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